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PREFACE.
TH E following Memoirs and Letters of the

late Major General Lee, have been in the

poiTeflion of the Editor fince the year 1786.

They were tranfmitted from America to Eng-

land by the gentleman whofe name is fubfcribed

to the Memoirs, and who was a member of

Congrefs for the ftate of Georgia, for the pur-

pofe of publication. In their manufcript ftate

they have been feen by feveralperfons in Eng-

land, who expreffed a ftrong defire of putting

them to the prefs, which the avocations of the

perfon to whom they were entrufted, and his

not being acquainted with fuch undertakings,
had caufed him to neglect.

As the fubject of Revolutions is again renew-
ed by what has occurred in France, it is pre-
sumed, that whatever relates to the Mother-
Revolution, that ofAmerica will, at leaft, afford

entertainment to the curious, and contribute
to encreafe the general ftock of hiftorical know-
ledge.

The reader may expect to find, in almoft eve-
ry thing that relates to General Lee, a great deal
of the ftrong republican character. His attach-
ment to principles of liberty, without regard to
place, made him the citizen of the world rather
than of any country ; and from his earlieft

youth to the end of his career, this general trait

in his character may be traced.

So
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So little of the courtier had he about hifn,

that he never defcended to intimate any thing*

Whatever he fpoke or wrote was in the fulleft

ftyle of expreffion, or flrong figure. He ufed
to fay of Mr, Paine, the author of Common Senfe,

in America, and fince of Rights of Man, in Eng-
land, (of whofe writings he was a great admir-
er) that " he burji forth upon the world like Jove
in thunder ;" and this ftrength of conception,

fo natural to General Lee, had it not been mix-
ed with a turn equally as ftrong for fatire, and
too much eccentricity of temper, would have
rendered his converfation perpetually entertain

-

inS\
. - .

Though the Memoirs and every Letter in this

publication are moft faithfully printed from the

copy tranirrnUcd from America-, the Editor has

omitted many whole letters, and alio his trial

before the Court Martial, as not fuilidenriy in-

terefling to balance the expence to which they

would have extended the work. But if any of

the particular friends or relations of General

Lee mould be denrous of feeing them, they may
be indulged with the opportunity, by leaving a

line at the pubilihers, directed to the

' EDITOR.
London, Feb. 1792.
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MEMOIRS
F

K^yfvajor "general ^Lee<

TH E family of the Lees is both ancient and ref-

peclable, many of them having had connections

and intermarriages with the principal families in the En-
glifh nation ; and, from a pedigree done for Mr. Tho-
mas Lee,* diftributor and collector of the ftamp-duties

for the county and city of Chefter, North Wales, we
learn, that the General's father was John Lee of Dern-
hali, in the faid county, who was fome time a Captain of

Dragoons, afterwards Lieutenant Colonel of General

Barrel's regiment from 1 71 7 to 1742, at which time he
was promoted to a Regiment of Foot. He married Ifa-

beila, fecond daughter of Sir Henry Bunbury, of Stan-

ney, in the county of Chefter, Baronet : by this lady he
had three fons, Thomas, Harry, and Charles, the young-
eft, who is the iubje£t of thefe memoirs.
From his early youth he was ardent in the purfuit

of knowledge ; and being an ofncer at eleven years of

age, may be confidered as born in the army \ which,

though it deprived him of fome regularity with refpe£fc

to the mode of his education, yet his genius led him
afnduoufly to cultivate the fields of fcience, and he ac-

quired a competent fkill in the Greek and Latin ; while

his fondnefs for travelling gave him alfo an opportunity

of attaining the Italian, Spaniih, German, and French
languages.

B

* In 1723.
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Having laid a good foundation, tallies became his fa-

vourite ftudy, in which he fpent much time and pains,

defiling nothing more than to diftinguifh himfelf in the

profeflion of arms. We find him very early in Ame-
rica, commanding a Company of Grenadiers of the 44th

regiment; and he was at the battle of Ticonderoga,

where General Abercrombie was defeated. Here, it is

faid, he, was fliot through the body j but fortunately his

wound did not prove mortal.

When he returned to England from America, after

the reduction of Montreal, he found a general peace was
in contemplation. The ceffion of Canada was talked of,

which gave great uneafmefs to -every American, as it ap-

peared prejudicial to their intereil and fafety. On this

occafion he exerted himfelf, and publiflied a pamphlet

fhewing the importance of this country, which was much
approved of by all the friends to America. The cele-

brated Dr. Franklin, in particular, was pleafed to com-

pliment him, and faid " that it could not fail of making

a falutary impreffion." In the year 1762, he bore a Co-

lonel's commiffion, and ferved under General Burgoyne

in Portugal j and in this fervice he handfomely diitin-

guifhed himfelf.

The Spaniards had formed a defign of invading that

kingdom, and had afiembled an army on the frontiers of

Eftremadura, with an intention of penetrating into the

province of Alentejo. Count La Lippe was the com-
manding officer of the Portuguefe army, who formed a

defign of attacking an advanced body of the Spaniards,

which lay on their frontiers, in a town called Valentia

de Alcantara.

This enterprife was committed to Brigadier General

Burgoyne., who effected a complete furprize on the town,

took the general who was to have commanded in the in-

tended invafion, with a number of other officers, and

one of the beft regiments in the. Spanifli fervice was en-

tirely deftroyed. But notwithstanding this, and feveral

fubfequent fkirmifhes, the Spanifh army continued mai-

mers of the country, and nothing remained but the paf-

fage
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fage of the Tagus3 to enable them to take up their quar-

ters in Alentejo.

General Burgoyne, who was potted with an intention

to obftrua them in their paflage, lay in the neighbour-

hood, and within view of a detached camp, compofed

of a confiderable body ofthe enemy's cavalry, which lay

near a village called Villa Velha. As he obferved that

the enemy kept no very foldierly guard in this poft, and

were uncovered both in their rear and their flanks, he con-

ceived a defign of falling on them by furprize. The ex-

ecution of his defign was entrufted to his friend Colonel

Lee, who, in the night of October 8th, fell upon their

rear, turned their camp, made a confiderable Daughter,

difperfed the whole party, deftroyed their magazines,

and returned with fcarce any lofs.

When a general conclufion was at length put to the

war, he returned to England from Portugal, after having

received the thanks of his Portuguefe Majelly for his

fervices \ and Count La Lippe recommended him in the

ilrongeft terms to the English Court. He had, at this

period, a friend and patron in high office, one of the

principal Secretaries of State ; fo that there was every

reafon for him to have expected promotion in the En-'

glifli army. But here his attachment, his enthufiafm for

America, interfered, and prevented. The great Indian,

or what we called Pondiacks Y/ar, broke out, which
the minifterial agents thought their interehr to reprefent

as a matter of no confequence. The friends of America
thought the Teverfe, and aflerted it would be attended with
dreadful wafte, ravage, and defolation. This brought
him once more to publifh for the defence and protection

of this country, by which he loft the favour of the minif-

rry, and fhist the door to all hopes of preferment in the

3'mgliih army. But he could not live in idlenefs and
inactivity : he teft his native country, and entered into

&€ Poliflj f.:rvice, and was of courfe abfent when the
fb.mp ac~L pafTed 3 but although abfent, he did not ceafe

labouring in the caufe of America, as may be learned.
from many of his letters. He ufed -every argument, and

exerted
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exerted all the abilities he was mailer of, with every

correfpondent he had, in either Houfe of Parliament, of

any weight or influence •, and at the fame time, he had
not an inconfiderable number in both.

, It mull be obferved, that this, famous a£t had divided

almoft every court in Europe into two different parties

:

the one, anertors of the prerogative of the Britifh Parli-

ament ; the other, of the rights and privileges of Ame-
rica. General Lee, on this occalion, pleaded the caufe

of the Colonies with fuch earneftneSs as almoft to break

off all intercourse with the King's minifters at the Court

of Vienna, men that he personally loved and efteemed ;

but, at the fame time, it was thought that he pleaded

with fo much fuccefs as to add not a few friends and

partizans to America. TheSe circumftances are men-
tioned, as they ferve to demonstrate that a zeal for the

welfare of the Colonies, from the General's earlier! ac-

quaintance with them, had been a ruling principle of

his life. The prefent volumes will terrify what he Sa-

crificed, what he did, and what he hazarded, in the lali

and moft important conteft which Separated the Colo-

nies from their parent Hate :—but there is one- circum-

ftance that feems to claim a particular attention ; which

is, that of all the officers who embarked in the Ameri-

can Service, he was the only man who could acquire no

additional rank, and perhaps the only one whofe fortune

couid not have been impaired, or at leaft the tenure by

which it was held, changed from its former condition

into a precarious and arbitrary one, by the SucceSs of the

Britiih ministry's fchemes ; for, had they been complet-

ed to the full extent cf their wifhes, the condition of his

fortune had not been altered for the worfe : his fortune,

though not great, was eafy, and, it may be Said, affluent,

for a private gentleman ; a detail of which the editor is

enabled to collecl: from his papers.

i ft. "The General had four hundred and eighty pounds

per annuniy on a mortgage in Jamaica, paid punctually,

2dly. An eftate of two hundred pounds per annum

in MiddleSex, for .another gentleman's life %• &W whofe

life .he: had infured againft his own. 3%*
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• 3<ity' A thoufand pounds on a turnpike in England,
"

at four per cent, interefl.

4thly. One thoufand five hundred pounds, at iive

per cent.

5thly. His half-pay, one hundred and thirty-fix pounds

per annum ;, in all, nine hundred and thirty-one pounds

per annum, clear income : befides this, about twelve hun-

dred pounds in his agent's hands, and different debts.—

-

He had, likewife, ten thoufand acres of land in the ifland

of St. John, which had been located and fettled at the

expence of feven hundred pounds j and a mandamus for

twenty thoufand acres in Eaft Florida.

This is the flate of the General's fortune when he en-

gaged in the late American conteft •, and this fortune

would have been totally unaffe&ed though the prerogative

of taxing America without her confent had been eftab-

lifhed and confirmed : the full poffeffion of it was fecure,

and independent of her fate. But thefe confiderations

did not influence his mind : he gave up fecurity for in-

fecurity, certainty for uncertainty ; he threw into the

lap of America, without any chance of winning ; he
flaked all on the die of her fortune : if me fucceeded,

he could not be bettered ; if fhe mifcarried, his whole
was loft. His rank, as before obferved, acquired no addi-

tion ; but the contrary, for a flop was put to its progrefs

in the two other fervices, the Poliih ancLthe Englifh.

The General, who could never flay long in one place,

during the years 1771, 1772, to the fall of 17735 had
rambled all over Europe •, but we can colle£l nothing
material relative to the adyentures of his travels, as his

memorandum-books only mention the names of the towns
and cities through which he paffed. That he was a moft
rapid and very active traveller, is evident : it appears alfo,

that he was engaged with an officer in Italy in an affair

of honour, by which he loft the ufe oftwo of his fingers ;

but having recourfe to piftols, the Italian was flain, and
he immediately obliged to fly for his life. His warmth
of temper drew him into many rencounters of this kind ;

in all which he acquitted himfelf with Angular courage,

B2 fprightlinefc
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{prightlinefs of imagination, anct great prefence of min<l.

Much diffatisfied with .the appearance of the political

horizon at London, on the 16th of Auguft 1773, he
embarked on board the packet for New-York, where he
arrived on the 1 oth of November following, and had a

Very fevere fit of the gout. At this period,' the contro*

verfy between Great Britain and her Colonies began to

be ferious ; and the General concerted a defign of taking

a part in favour of America, in cafe it came to an open
rupture.

The definition of the Britifn Eafl-India company's

tea at Boflon, the 1 6th of December, was a prelude to
the calamities that afterwards enfued.- At this crifis,

General Lee's mind was not inobfervant or inactive ; his

conversation, his pert, animated the colonifts to a great

degree, and perfuaded them to make a perfevering refin-

ance.

During this winter, he vifited Philadelphia, "Williamf-

tmrgh, and feveral other places in Virginia and Mary-
land ; and returned to Philadelphia, a few months before

the firfl Congrefs met in that city, on the 5th of Sep-

tember. Encouraging and obferving what was going

forward here, he then paid a vifit to New-York, Rhode-
Ifland, and Boflon, where he arrived on the ifl of Aug«fl

I774. The moft aclive political characters on the A-
merican theatre, now hailed him, and were happy in his

acquaintance, not a little pleafed with his fanguine, lively

temper ; considering his prefence among them at this

crifis, as a moll fortunate and propitious cn\Qn. General

Cage had now irTued his proclamation ; and though Lee

Was on half-pay in the Britifh fervice, it did net prevent

him from expreffing his fentiments in terms of the mod
pointed feverity againft the miniftry. In fliort, he blazed

forth a Whig of the firfl magnitude, and communicated

a portion of his fpirit to all with whom he converfed.^-

As he continued travelling, or rather flying from place to

place, he became known to all who diflinguiihed them-

Jelves in this important oppofition : his company and

correfpondence were courted, and many occafional poli-
r

, . tical
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ficai pieces, the production of his pen, were eagerly

read, and much admired ; and from this popularity, there

*is no reafon to doubt but he expected he mould foon

^become the fTrft in military rank on this Continent.

General Gates was fettled on a plantation in Berkley

county, Virginia ; and having a great friendfhip for

Xee, perfuaded him to purchafe from a Mr, Hite, a very

'fine valuable tract of land in his neighbourhood, of about

two thcufand feven hundred acres, on which were fe-

ver al good improvements.
' On this bufmefs, he left his friends, in the Northern

States, and returned to Virginia, where he remained till

the month of May 1 775, when he again prefented himfelf

-at Philadelphia. The American Congrefs were affem-

"bled ; and he became daily a greater enthufiaft in the

caufe of liberty. The battle of Lexington, and feme
other matters, had now ripened the conteft •, and Lee's

^active and interprifing difpofition was ready for the moil
arduous purpofes. He therefore accepted a commiffion

from the Congrefs, which was offered to him by fome of

its principal members ; but he found it necefTary previ-

oufly to refign that which he held in the Britifh fervice.

This he did without delay, in a letter transmitted to the

"Right Honourable Lord Vifcount Barrington, his Ma-
jefty's Secretary at war } afluring his Lordfhip, that al-

though he had renounced his half-pay, yet, whenever it

mould pleafe his Majefly to call him forth to any honour-
"ble fervice againfl the natural hereditary enemies of his

country, or in defence of his meft juft rights and digni-

ty, no man would obey the righteous fummons with
more zeal and alacrity than himfelf : at the fame time,

iliQ General exprefied his disapprobation of the prefent

meafures, in the moil direct terms j declaring them to

be M fo absolutely fubverfive of the rights and liberties

of every individual fubject, fo deftructive to the whole
.empire at large, and ultimately fo ruinous to his Majes-
ty's own perfon, dignity, and family, that he thought
nimfelf obliged in confeience, as a citizen, Englilhman,

and a foldier of a free State, to exert his utmoft to de-

feat them." Profeffing
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prorefiing thefe fentiments, he received a Continental

commiffion of the rank of Major General. As he had
made war his ftudy from his youth, feen a variety of fer-

vice,and diftinguifhed himfelf for his courage and abilities,

one might have imagined he would have immediately

been appointed fecond in command in the American ar-

my : this was not the cafe j in all countries, killing goes

by favour \ and men will be tenacious Of any rank be-

llowed upon them. General Ward, of Maffachufetts

Bay, by fome means or other,had received a commiffion

of prior date ; and on this account, perhaps io the inju-

ry of the fervice, he took rank of General Lee, who
was at prefent content to at~r. under him. Whatever his

feelings were on this head, he took care to difguife them

;

and General Ward, on the evacuation of Bolton, grew
weary of military honour and fervice, retired to private

life, and fenthis refignation to Congrefs.

On the 2 1 ft of June, General Wafhington and Ge-
neral Lee, having received their orders from Congrefs,

left Philadelphia, in order to join the troops aflembled

near Bofton. They were accompanied out of the city*

for fome miles, by a troop of light horfe, and by all the

officers of the city militia, on horfeback ; and at this time

General Lee was accounted, and really was, a great ac-

quisition to the American caufe. On the road they re-

ceived the news of the affair at Bunker's-hill, and arrived

at the camp at Cambridge the 2d of July 1775. The
people of MalTachufetts received them with every tefti-

xnony of efteem ; and the Congrefs of that Colony not

only prefented an addrefs to his Excellency General

Wafhington, as commander in chief, but, from a fenfe

of the military abilities of General Lee, prefented one to

him alfo, couched in terms of the highelt refpect. The
General remained with this army till the year 1776,
when General Wafhington, having obtained intelligence

cf the fitting out of a fleet at Ballon, and of the embark-

ation of troops from thence, which, from the feafon of

the year, and other circumflances, he judged mud be.

deftined for a Southern expedition, gave orders to Ge-
neral
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fteral Lee, to repair, with fuch volunteers as were willing

tojoin him, and could be expeditioufiy raifed, to the city

of New-York, with a defign to prevent the Englifh from

taking pofleffion of New-York and the North-River, as

they would thereby command the country, and the com-
munication with Canada. The General, on his arrival,

began with putting the city in the heft pofture of defence

the feafon of the year and circumftances woul^admit of

;

difarming all fuch perfons upon Long^Ifland, and elfe-

where, whofe conduct and declarations had rendered

them iufpe£ted of defigns unfriendly to the views of

Congrefs. Colonel Ward was ordered to fecure the

whole body of profeffed Tories in Long-Ifland. This

gave an univerfal alarm, that even the Congrefs of Hew-
York endeavoured to check the General in this bufinefs,

by informing him, in a letter, that the trial and punifli-

ment of citizens belonged to the Provincial Congrefs,

and not to any military character, however exalted. To
this the General anfwered, that when the enemy was at

the doors, forms muft be . difpenfed with-*—that his duty

to them, to the Continental Congrefs, and to his own
confeience, had dielated the nece'fiity of the meafure—
that if he had done wrong, he would fubmit himfelf to

the fhame of being reputed ram and precipitate, and
undergo the cenfure of the public ; but he mould have

the confeioufnefs of his own breaft, that the pure motives

of ferving the community, uncontaminated by pique or

refentment to individuals, urged him to the ftep. The
General alfo remonftrated againil fupplying the men of

war and Governor Tryon with provisions, as the boats

coming to the city mud open the means of their receiving

every fort of intelligence. " I mould," fays the General

in one of his letters, " be in the higheft degree culpable

to God, my confeience, and the Continental Congrefs,

in whofe fervice I am engaged, mould I fuffer, at fo dan-

gerous a crifis, a banditti of profeffed foes of liberty and

their country to remain at liberty to co-operate with,,

and ftrengthen the miniiterial troops openly in arms, or

covertly, and consequently more dangeroufly furnifh them
with
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wi tli intelligence." He alfo drew up a Tefl, which he
ordered his officers to offer to thofe who were reputed

inimical to the American, caufe : a refufal to take this,

was to be conftrued as no more or lefs than 'an avowal

of their hoftile intentions : upon which, their perfons

were to be fecured, and fent to Connecticut, were it was

j uuged 'they could not be fo dangerous. Thus the Gene-
ral excited the people to every fpirited meafure, and inti-

midated by every means the friends to the Englifh go-

vernment. At this time, Captain Vandeput, of the Afia,

feized a Lieutenant Tiley, and kept him on board his

ihip in irons. On the principles of retaliation; Lee took

into cuftody Mr. Stephens,- an officer of Government,

and informed the Captain what he had done, and that

this gentleman mould not be releafed until Lieut. Tiley

was returned. This had the defired effect-. His determi-

ned and decifive difpofition , had an amazing influence

both on the army and people ; and the fteps he propofed

for the management of thofe who difapproved of the A-
merican refiftance, {truck a terror wherever he appeared *

Congrefs had now received the account of General

Montgomery's unfuccefsful expedition againft Quebec*

As flattering expectations were entertained of the fue-

cefs of this officer, the event threw a gloom on American

affairs. To remedy this difafter, they turned their eyes

to General Lee, and Congrefs refolved that he fliould

forthwith repair to Canada, and take upon him the com-
mand, of the army of the United Colonies in that pro-

vince. This, though he was juft recovered from a fit of

the gout, he accepted *, but while preparations were

making for the important undertaking, Congrefs changed

their determination, and appointed him to the command
of the Southern department ; in which he became very

confpicuous, as a vigilant, brave and active officer. His

extenfive correspondence, his addrefs under every diffi-

culty, and his unwearied attention to the duties of his

ftation, all evinced his great military capacity, and ex-

treme ufefulnefs to the caufe he had efpoufed, and was

warmly engaged in—Every tefdmony of refpecl: was paid

him
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him by the people of the Northern Colonies, and he ex-

perienced a fimilar treatment in his journey to the South-

ward. On his arrival at Williamfburgh, every one ex-

prefled their high fatisfa£Hon at his prefence among
them j and the troops of that city embraced the opportu-

nity of prefenting him with an addrefs, expreffive of

their fanguine hopes and firm refolutions of uniting with

him in the common caufe. This example was followed

at Newbern, North-Carolina ; and a committee was ap-

pointed by the inhabitants of that town-, to wait upon
Hm in their name, and, in an addrefs, to thank him for

his generous and manly exertions in defence of Ameri-
can rights and liberties ; and to offer him their cordial

congratulations for his appearance among them, at a time

when their province was -actually invaded by a powerful

fleet and army 5 and to exprefs their happinefs to find the

command of the troops deftined for their protection,

placed in the hands of a gentleman of his diitinguiihed"

character.

Great too was the joy in South Carolina, were his

prefence was feafonable and abfolutely neceiiary, as Sir

Henry Clinton was actually preparing for an invafion of
that province. The minds of all ranks of people were
considerably elevated at the fight of him ; it diffufed an
ardour among the military, attended with the mbft-

falutary confequences *, and his diligence and activity

at Charlefton, previous to the attack upon Sullivan's

i^and, will be long remembered. From a perufal of

his letters and directions to the officers commanding-
at that pcit, we may juftly infer, that America was
under no frnall obligations to him for the fignal nicceis

there obtained.—And. here it may be mentioned, as

foniewhat remarkable, that when General Lcc received

orders, at Cambridge, to repair to New-York, to watch
the motions of the Britifh, he met General Clinton the

very day he arrived there ;—when he came to Virginia,

he found him in Hampton Road—and jufl after his ar-

rival in North Carolina, General Clinton left Cape Fear

r-Their next meeting was at Fort Sullivan, which muft

have



( .« )

have made Lee appear to Clinton as his evil genius,

haunting him for more than eleven hundred miles,

along a coaft of vaft extent, and meeting him at PhilippL

The afFair of Sullivan's tfland was a mod extraordina-

ry deliverance ; for if the Engliih had fucceeded, it is

more than probable the Southern Colonies would at

that time have been compelled to have fubmitted to the

Englifh government. Dreadful was the cannonade,

but without effect. Porto Bello, Boccochico, and the

other caille at Carthagena, were obliged to flrike to Ver-

non ; Fort Lewis in Saint Domingo yielded to the me-
tal of Admiral Knowles ; but in this inftance, an unfi-

nished battery, conflrucled with Paimeto logs, refilled,

for a whole day, the twelve and eighteen-pounders of the

Britiih fleet, to the aftoniihment and admiration of every

ipectator.

The fleet and army under Sir Henry Clinton and Sir

Peter Parker being repulfed, General Lee then flew to

the afiiftance of Georgia, where he continued for fome

weeks, planning fchemes to put that province in a ftate

of defence, and to make an excurfion into Eaft Florida,

as their Southern frontiers were fuffering coniiderably

by the incurfions of Indians and others from that quarter*

About this time, the Congrefs were informed by Ge-
neral "Wafhington, that Clinton, with the troops under

his command, had returned, and joined General Howe
at Staten-iiland. In confequence of this intelligence,

the Congrefs were convinced that the Englifh, by collec-

ting their whole force into a point, were determined to

make a moil vigorous exertion at New-York ; and in

order to enfure fuccefs there, were difpofed for the pre-

fent to overlook every other object. The getting poflef-

fion of that city, and the junction of the two armies un-

der General Howe and Burgoyne, it was the Congrefs's

opinion, were the grand objects they had in view, and

for the attainment of .which they would give up every

inferior confideration. Lee's fuccefs in the Southern

department had increafed the good opinion they had con-

ceived of him: his reputation was in its zenith ; and

ther
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they now applied to him for affiftance, in the prefent

important fituation of their affairs. An exprefs was dif-

patched to Georgia, directing him to repair as foonas

poffible to Philadelphia, there to receive fuch orders as

they might judge expedient. He returned .with great

expedition, the beginning of October, and waited on

Congrefs immediately on his arrival, who, after confut-

ing him, refolved that he fhould without delay repair

to the camp at Haerlem, with leave, if he mould judge

proper, to vifit the pofts in New-Jerfey.

He arrived at General Wafhington's army juft time

enough to prevent it from being blockaded in York-

ifland, the circumftance of which had been thus related.

General Wafhington was at that time under a neceftity

of confulting his council of officers, before he could take

any ftep of confequence ; and they, contrary to his opi-

nion, were for waiting an attack in their own lines on
York-ifland—Extenlive barracks had been erected, and

large preparations made for fuch a ftep. Sir William

Howe, finding the Americans too ftrong to be attacked

with fafety from the fide of New-York, leaving Lord
Piercy with a body of troops oppofite the river, embark-

ed the reft in his flat boats, parted fafely the dangerous

paflage of Hell-Gate, and landed on Frog's Neck, an

iiland feparated by a fmall creek from Weft Chefter.

Here he remained a week, under a pretence of waiting

for (lores and provifions ; while the Americans, in

confequence of their refolutions, continued on the If-

land. The very evening before General Howe made
a movement, General Lee arrived at General Warning-
ton's" camp ; his opi?iion of their dangerous fituation con-

vinced the council of war 5 and, that night, a precipitate

movement extricated them from the danger. The next

morning, General Howelanded on Pell's Manor, a point

feparated from Frog's Neck by a channel of fcarce 200
yards : he then extended his army acrofs to Hudfon's-

river ; but there was then no enemy to intercept. Had
he, inftead of trifling away his time, crammed up on
Frog's Neck, landed only on Pell's Point, not a foul of

Q the
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the American army would have efeaped

,

neral Leehadbeen fuccefsful,and was unij ..

ed j but fortune now began to reverie :e

the 13th of December 1776, at the head of all the

he could colle£t, he was marching to j

"Wamington,who hadailembledthePennfylvar-:

to fecure the banks ofthe Delaware.—From the

of the Britim cantonment, he was betrayed into a

fecurity, by which, in croffing the upper part pf

Jerfey from the North river, he fixed, his quarters, a

carelefsly guarded at fome diilance from the in air.

This circumflance being communicated to Colonel

court, who commanded the Britifh light horfe, a-

then made a defultory excursion at the head of a

detachment, he conducted his meafures with fuch a

and activity, that Lee was carried off, though ieveral

guarded pofts and armed patroles lay in the way. Great

was the joy of the Britiih, and equal the couriernation

of the Americans, at this unexpected event. The mak-

ing of a fmgle officer prifoner, in other circ.umftances,_

would have been a matter of little moment ; bur in the

prefent ftate of the continental forces, where a general

deficiency of the military fkill prevailed, and the inex-

perience of the officers was even a greater grievance, the

Iofs of a commander whofe fpirit of enterprize was di-

rected by great knowledge in his profeffion, acquired

by actual fervice, was indeed of the utmoft importance.

The Congrefs, on hearing this news, ordered their Presi-

dent to write to GeneralWaftiington, de§ring him to fend

a flag to General Howe, for the ^purpofe of enquiring

in what manner General Lee was treated ; and if

he found that it was not agreeable to his rank and

character, to fend a remonftrance to General Howe on

the fubje£t ?
This produced much inconvenience to both

fides, and much calamity to individuals. A cartel had

fome time before been eftablifhed for the exchange of

prifoners between the Generals Howe and Wamington,

which had hitherto been carried into execution as far as

time and cjrcumftances would admit. As Lee was
particularly
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icularly obnoxious to Government5 it was faid that

General Howe was tied down by his inftructions, from
parting with him upon any terms, if the fortune of war
mould throw him into his power. General Wafhington
not having at this time any prifoners of equal rank with,

Lee, propofed to exchange fix field officers for him, the

number being intended to balance that difparity ; or if this

was not accepted, he required that he mould be treated

fuitably to his ilation, according to the practice eftablifhed

among polifhed nations, till an opportunity offered for a

direct and equal exchange. To this it was anfwered,

that as Mr. Lee was a deferter from his Majefly's fer-

vice, he was not to be confidered as a prifoner of war ;

that he did not at all come within the conditions of the

cartel, nor could he receive any of its benefits. This
brought on a fruitlefs difcuffion, whether General Lee,
who had refigned his half-pay at the beginning of the

troubles, could be confidered as a deferter ; or whether
he could with juftice be excluded from the general bene-

fits of a cartel, in which no particular exception of per-

fon had been made. In the mean time, General Lee
was guarded with all the flri6tnefs which a State crimi-

nal of the firft magnitude could have experienced in the

moll dangerous political conjuncture. This conduct not
only fufpended the operation of the cartel, but induced
retaliation on the American fide ; and Colonel Campbell,
who had hitherto been treated with great humanity by
the people of Bofton, was now thrown into a dungeon.

Thofe Britifh officers who were prifoners in the South-
ern Colonies, though not treated with equal rigour, were,
however, abridged of their parole liberty. It was at the

fame time declared, that their future treatment fhould in

every degree be regulated by that which General Lee ex-
perienced, and that their perfons fhould be anfwerable,
in the utmoft extent, for any violence that was offered

to him. Tims matters continued till the capture of the
Britifh 'army under General Burgoyne at Saratoga, Oc-
tober 17th, 1777. A change of conduct towards him
then took place ; he was allowed his parole in New-

York,
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"York, lodged in the fame houfe with Lieutenant Colo-

nel Butler of the 38th, dined with General Robertfori

commandant of the town, and with many principal of-

ficers and families, and a fhort time after was exchanged,

The firft military fcene in which General Lee ap-

peared after his liberation, was the battle of Monmouth,
which determined his career in the American army.

Before this affair, his character in general was very re-

fpe£table ; many of the warm friends of America, high-

ly valued the important fervices he had rendered to the

United States.

From the beginning of the conteft, he had excited

and directed the military fpirit which pervaded the con-

tinent \ his converfation raifed an emulation among the

officers, and he taught,them to pay a proper attention

to the health, cloathing, and comfortable fubfiftence of

their men : add to this, his zeal was unwearied in incul-

cating the principles of liberty among all ranks of peo-

ple j hence it is faid, that a ftrong party was formed in

Congrefs, and by fome difcontented officers in the army,

to raife Lee to the nrft command ; and it hath been fug-

gefted by many, that General Lee's conduct at the bat-

tle of Monmouth, was intended to effect, this plan j for,

could the odium of the defeat have been at that time

thrown on General V/afhington, and his attack of the

Britifh army made to appear rafh and imprudent, there

is great reafon to fuppofe he would have been deprived

of his command. It hath been obferved by fome wri-

ters on this fubje£t, that when General Lee was taken

prifoner, the American army was on no par with the

Royal forces •, but the cafe was much changed on his

return from his captivity. He found them improved,

and daring enough to attack even the Britifh grenadier^

with firmnefs and refolution. Had not this been the

cafe, and General Lee,, when ordered to attack the rear

of the Royal army, (ecn his men beat back with dift

grace, unwilling to rally, and acting with fear and tre-

pidation, his retreat would have hetn nece/Tary, his con-

duit crowned with applaufe, and his puVpofes effcded
j,

but,
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kit, difappointed in this view, the retreathath been im-

puted to himfelf, as he could not alledge the want of fpi-

rit in his troops for the j unification of his conduct.

. The Britifh army, early on Thurfday the 25th of

June, compleated their evacuation of Philadelphia, ha-

ying before tranfported their ftores and mofl of their ar-

tillery into the Jerfies, where they had thrown up fome

works, and feveral regiments were encamped •,—they

manned the lines the preceding night, and: retreated over

the commons, croffing at Gloucefler Point.
. A party

of the American horfe purfued them very clofe •, how-
ever nothing very material happened till the 28th, when,

about three o'clock in the morning, the Britifh army

moved on their way to Middletown Point. About eleven

o'clock, the American van, commanded by General Lee,

overtook them ; but he foon retreated, and was met by
General Wafhington, who formed on the firft proper

piece of ground near Monmouth Court-Houfe. While
this was doing, two pieces of cannon, fupported by Co-
lonel Livingfton and Colonel Stewart, with a picked

corps of 300 men, kept off the main body of the En-»

glim, and made a great {laughter. Very fevere fkirmifh-

ing enfued ; and the American army advancing, the

Britifh made their lafl efforts upon a fmall body of Penn-
fylvania troops at and about Mr. Tennant's houfe ; they

then gave way, leaving the field covered with dead and
wounded. General Wafhington's troops purfued for

about a mile, when, night coming on, and the men ex-

ceedingly fatigued with marching, and the hot weather,

they halted about half a mile beyond the ground of the

principal action.—The Britiili took a flrong poft in their

front, fecured on both flanks by moraffes and thick woods,
where they remained until about twelve at night, and
then retreated. In confequence of this action, General
Lee was put under arreft, and tried by a Court Martial

at Brunfwick, the 4th July following. The charges ex-

hibited againft him were,

1 ft. For difobedience of orders in not attacking ther

enemy on the 28th of June, agreeable to repeated in-

itructions. C 2 2dly.
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2dly. For mifbehaviour before the enemy on Ae fame
day, by making an unneceiTary, disorderly, and fhame-
ful retreat.

3dly. For difrefpecl: to the commander in chief in

two letters, dated the ill July, and the 28th June.
The letters, on which the third charge is founded,

are as follows :

Campy EngUJJj Town, July y?, 1778.
Sir,

FROM the knowledge I have of your Excellency's

character, I muft conclude, that nothing but the mifin-

formation of fome very ftupid, or mifreprefentation jof

fome very wicked perfon, could have occafioned your
making ufe of fuch very lingular expreflions as you did,

on my coming up to the ground where you had taken

poll : they implied, that I was guilty either of difobedi-

ence of orders, want of conduct, or want of courage.

Your excellency will therefore infinitely oblige me, by
letting me know, on which of thefe three articles you
ground your charge, that I may prepare for my juftifica-

tion -

9 which I have the happinefs to be confident I can

do, to the Army, to the Congrefs, to America, and to

the World in general. Your Excellency muft give me
leave to obferve, that neither yourfelf, nor thofe about

your perfon, could, from your fituation, be in the leaft

judges of the merits or demerits of our manceuvres ; and

to fpeak with a becoming pride, I can affert, that to thefe

manceuvres the fuccefs of the day was entirely owing.

I can boldly fay, that had we remained on the firil ground,

or had we advanced, or had the retreat been conducted

in a manner different from what it was, this whole ar-

my, and the interefts of America, would have rilked be-

ing facrificed. I ever had, and I hope ever '{hall have,

the greateft refpecl: and veneration for General Wafh-
ington ; I think him endued with many great and good

qualities : But in this inftance, I muft pronounce, that

he has been guilty of an a£t. of- cruel injuftice, towards a

man who had certainly fome pretentions to the regard

of
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of every fervant ofhis country ; and I think, fir, I Lave
a right to demand, fome reparation for the injury com-
mitted ; and uniefs I can obtain it, I mull, in juflice to

myfelf, when the campaign is clofed, which I believe

will clofe the war, retire from a fervice, at the head of

which is placed a man capable of offering fuch injuries :

-^-but at the fame time, in juflice to you, I muft repeat,

that I, from my foul, believe, that it was not a motion
of your own breaft, but infligated by fome of thofe dirty

earwigs, who will for ever infinuate themfelves near

perfons in high office ; for I am really convinced, that

when General Washington acl:s from himfelf, no man
in his army will have reafon to complain of injuilice

and indecorum.

I am, Sir, and I hope ever fhall have reafon to continue,

Your mofl fmcerely devoted

Humble Servant,

CHARLES LEE.

His Excellency Gen. Wafhington.

Sir,

Head Qiiarters, Englifi Town,

June 28th, 1778.

I RECEIVED your letter, dated, through miftake,

the 1 ft of July, expreffed, as I conceive, in terms high-

ly improper. I am not confcious of having made ufe

of any very lingular exprefficns at the time of my meet-

ing you, as you intimate. What I recolle£l to have faid,

was dictated by. duty, and warranted by the occafion.

As foon as circumftances will admit, you fhall have an

opportunity either of juflifying yourfelf to the Army, to

Congrefs, to America, and to the World in general, or

of convincing them that you are guilty of a breach of

orders, and of mifbehaviour before the enemy on the

28th
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28th inftant, in not attacking them as you had been dU
reeled, and in making an unneceflary, diforderly, and
ihameful retreat.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient Servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.
Major Gen. Lee.

Catnpy June 2%th, 1778.
Sir,

I BEG your Excellency's pardon for the inaccuracy

in mifdating my letter.—You cannot afford me greater

pleafure than in giving me the opportunity of fnewing

to America, the fufficiency of her refpective fervants. I

truft that the temporary power of office, and the tinfel

dignity attending it, will not be able, by all the mifts

they can raife, to offifcate the bright rays of truth. In

the mean time, your Excellency can have no objection

to my retiring from the army.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient,

Humble Servant,

CHARLES LEE.
Gen. Washington.

Camp, June 30th> 1778..

Sir,

SINCE I had the honour of addreffing my letter by

Colonel Fitzgerald .to your Excellency, I have reflected,

on both your fituation and mine \ and beg leave to ob-

ferve, that it will be for our mutual convenience, that a

Court of Inquiry ihould be immediately ordered ; but I

could wi#i it might be a Court Martial : for, if the affair

is
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is drawn into length, it may be difficult to collect the ne-

ceflary evidences, and perhaps might bring on a papers

war betwixt the adherents to both parties, which may
occafion fome difagreeable feuds on the Continent ; for

all are not my friends, nor your admirers.

I muft entreat, therefore, from your love of juflice,

that you will immediately exhibit your charge ; and that

on the firft halt, I may be brought to a trial.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient,

Humble Servant,

CHARLES LEE*

His Excellency Gen. Wafhington.

THE Court met, by feveral adjournments, till the

1 2th of Auguft, when they found the unfortunate Ge-
neral guilty of the feveral charges brought againft him,

and fentenced him to be fufpended from any commiffion
in the armies of the United States of North America
for the term of twelve months. But it was ufual in A-
merica, and thought necefiary, that the fentence of every

Court Martial fhould be ratified or confirmed by Con-
grefs ; the proceedings, therefore, of the Court, were
accordingly tranfmitted to them, and the General re-

paired to Philadelphia to await their decifion. During
his flay there on this bufinefs, he was involved in feveral

difputes •, and though his affair might be confidered as

yet fub judice> yet the converfation of the city was ra-

ther againft him, which induced him to publifh, as it

were, a fecond defence •, and as this may not be fo well

known to the public as the elegant and maiterly defence
in his trial, which hath been republifhed in Europe, I

ihall infert it in this place.

General



General Lee's Vindication to the Public.

THE -'different commentators on the orders I received

from General Wafhington, on the 28th of June, have,

I think, conftrued them into no more than three differ-

ent fenfes. J fhall, therefore, for argument's fake, give

the world leave to fuppofe them to have been any one
of thefe three:*"— ift. To attack the enemy in whatever

fituation, and in whatever force I found them, without

confidering confequences.

2. To contrive the means .of bringing on a general

engagement.

3 . To annoy them as much as poffible, without rifk-

ing any thing of great importance ; that is, in fa£t, to

a£t with a great degree of latitude, according to my
own difcretion.

Now, I fay, granting any one of thefe three to have

been the orders I received, it is manifeft, that I did li-

terally and effectually comply, as far as depended on
myfelf, and on human means. As to the firft, not-

withstanding the attempt, by a low evafion, to prove

that the orders I gave were only to advance on the ene-

my, it is clear from Captain Mercer's evidence, that

General Wayne and Colonel Butler were ordered, not

only to advance, but in precife terms to attack ;—it is

clear, that I did, with the three brigadiers on the right,

make the only movement poiTible to accomplifh this end ;

it is clear that I did not wifh, or give any orders for

a retrograde manoeuvre from the firft point of acHon,

and that, even when I was informed of our left being

abandoned, the retreat, however neceffary, was, I am
afhamed to own it, done contrary to rny orders, and
contrary to rny-intentions. Tfay I am afhamed to own
it 3 for if the Britifh cavalry had vigoroufly pufhed on

cur

* It mail appear fomewhat extraordinary, that when the principal

and heavier!: charge brought againft me, was the difobedience of orders,

thefe orders, that it feemsl difobeyed, fhould never have been attempt-

ed to be afcertained-to the Court by the proper authority, but were

left to the conjecture and wild conftructions of thofe who might take

the trouble to guefs, and to the hardinefs of tht)fe who might chuie to

invent.
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our right, they might have turned our flank, taken us in

reverfe, and we had been loft. There is one fuppofiti-

on, and indeed only one (and that, for the General's ho-

nour, is too monftrous to be admitted) that would ren-

der me criminal ; it is, that he had pofitively command-
ed me, .that after the attack commenced, whatever were

my circumftances, or whatever were my numbers, from
thence I fhould not, from any conlideration, recede an

inch. Now, if fuch I had conceived to have been his

intention, fo great is my opinion of the valour, zeal, and
obedience of the troops, and fo well I think I know my-
'

.
ihat I do really believe we mould all have perifhed

2 firft fpot ; but I never had, and it is almoft im-
- le I fhould have an idea that fuch was his plan ;

evident that it was not ; confequently, in feeking

. r pcfition in our rear, I could be guilty of no dif-

. :-nce. Upon the whole, admitting the orders I re-

c- :< have been (as it has been infmuated) to attack,

i iit any consideration, of the force or fituation of the

- they were as fully and rigidly obeyed, circumftan-

was, as it was poffible for any human officer to

: ders of fuch a nature. In the next place, if the

: rai's initrucbions are conilrued to be, that I mould
lie means of bringing on a general engagement, it

iicuk to imagine a more efficacious method than
• /hich was purfued. But I mult here beg leave

) obferve, that thofe gentlemen who talk fo familiarly

nging on a general engagement, muft underftand

elves as little as they can be underftood by others :

-to bring en a general engagement, is not always in

;ir power. An enemy of any capacity will take fuch

ae'afures as not to be under the neceffity of righting

gainit his inclinations ; and, however it may be re-

eiyed, I cannot help being perfuaded, that fome of

he -Britifh generals are not deficient in this great ef-

SQtial. Clinton, Grey, and Erfkine, were bred up, and

:red no defpicable officers in one of the beft fchools

1 fiirope. Prince Ferdinand and his nephew, the he-

idkary princ.e
3 think, it is iaid

?
and do mcit certainly

{peak
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fpeak very honourably of them. Now, although it muft

be fuppofed that men of this ftamp will make it a rule

to retain the power of refufmg a general engagement,

there are ftrong grounds for believing, that on this day

(whether from our manoeuvres, or from the often un-

governable impetuofity of the Britifh troops) they would

have been put under the neceflity of committing the mofl:

confiderable part of their army to the decifion of arms,

if the opportunity or. our fide had been availed of. They

were tempted to pafs three of the great ravines which

traverfe the plain ; and there is room to flatter ourfelves

they would have parTed the laft, if they had been wifely

fuffered. They would then have been actually in our

power ; that is, they would have been under the necef-

lity of fighting againfl unequal force ; for they had fcarce-

ly the poiTibility of retreating, and it was at our option

to engage whatever part of the army we thought proper,

whether the whole, one half, or only a third, as they

had immediately emerged from the ravine, and before

they could have had time to develop and form •, our

rear was, on the contrary, quite clear and unembarraffed,

and were, in fact, entire mailers of our manoeuvres ; at

the fame time, Colonel Morgan, and the militia on the

flanks, by this feparation of the major part of the ene-

my's army to fo great a diftance from their baggage, and

the body covering the baggage, would have had a much
fairer apportunity of making their refpective attacks,

than if they had remained more compact : thus, if any

thing is meant by finding the means of bringing on a

general engagement, it was done, and in the mod falu-

tary manner, to the utmoft extent of human poffibility.

We come now to the laft fuppofition, viz. That the

orders I received (which in fact is the truth, unlefs they

they had no meaning at all) were to annoy the enemy,

ftrike a partial blow, but without rilking any thing of

great importance ; or in other terms, to act: in a great

meafure difcretionally.* And here I defy the mofl acute

military

* It mult be remarked, that diiobedience fo discretionary orders is,

prima facie, a glaring abfurdity ; it is an impoffibility ; and yet it has

been endeavoured to prove me guilty of this impoffibility,
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military critic of the world, to point out a more effectual

method than what was purfued ; for, had v/e taken poll

on the hither or weftern margin of the firft ravine, as

General Wayne feems to think v/e ought to have done,

(and admitting that in this pofition our flanks could have

been fecure, which they certainly were not) or on the

margin of any of the other ravines in our rear, the laft

not excepted, if the laft had been tenable, how could we
poffibly have annoyed the enemy, or (truck a partial

blow ? The confequence would at moil have been this,

that we might have remained gazing on and cannonad-

ing each other for fome time, and the moment they

chofe to retire, they could have done it at their leifure,

and with impunity ; for, by all the rules of war, and

what is more, by all the rules of common fenfe, v/e

could not have ventured to purfue them, becaufe we
mould have put, if not impracticable, at leaft very dan-

gerous, defiles in our rear j and if they had turned back

upon us, we mould have been effectually in their power,

unlefs we could have infured victory to ourfelves with

very unequal numbers ; b«t by drawing them over all

the ravines, they were as much in our power ; befides,

it muft occur to every man who is not deftitute of com-
mon reafon, that the further they were from their mips

and the heights of Middletown, the point of their fecu-

rity, the more they were (to ufe the military language) in

the air.

To thefe confederations maybe added, that the ground
we found them on, was extremely favourable to the na-

ture of their troops ; and that we drew them into, as fa-

vourable to ours. The ground we found them on, was
calculated for cavalry, in which they comparatively

abounded ; and that which v/e drew them into, as much
the reverfe. In fine, admitting that the order I received

was any one of the three referred to, and fuppofing we
•had been as perfectly acquainted with every yard of the

country as we were utterly ignorant of it, I am happy to

be able confcioufly to pronounce, that v/ere the tranfac-

tions of that day to pafs over again, there is no one ftep

D I took
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2 took which I would not again take. There is no one

thing I did which does not demonitrate that I conducted

myfelf as an obedient, prudent, and, let me add, fpirited

officer •,* and I do from my foul fmcerely wifh that a

court of inquiry, compofed of the ableft foldiers in the

world, were to fit in judgment, and enjoined to canvas

with the utmoft rigour every circumflance of my conducl:

on this day, and on their decifion my reputation or infa-

my to be for ever eftablifhed. There is, however, I con-

fers, the ftrongefl reafon to believe (but for this omifTion

I am no ways refponfible) that, had a proper knowledge

,©f the theatre of action been obtained, as it might, and

ought to have been, its nature and different fituations,

with there references ftudied, and, in confequence, a

general plan of a£tion- wifely concerted and digefted, a

moft important, perhaps a decifive blow might have been

ftruck, but not by adopting any one meafure that any

one of my cenfurers has been fortunate. enough to think

of. I have already faid, that had we remained on the

ground where the attack commenced, or on the margin

of the firft ravine, which General Wayne feems to think

was a good pofition, we fhould probably have been loft-,

and I believe I may fafelyagert that had we attached our-

felves to the fecond pofition, in front of Carr's houfe,

reconnoitred by Monf. Du Portail, on the hill which

Colonel Hamilton was fo ftrongly prepoffeffed in favour

of, and allowing our flanks to be fecure in any of tliefe

pofitions, which it is evident they were not, fecurity is

the only thing we could have had to boafl of. The fe-

curity of the enemy would have been equally great ; but

any poffibility of annoying them we certainly hadnot.

I aflert, then, that if we had acted wifely* it was cur

bufmefs to let one, two, or three thoufand pafs the laft

ravine, in the rear of which, and on the eminence pointed

out to me by Mr. Wikoff, and to General Wafhington by
Colonel

* This ftyle, on ordinary cccafLons, xvould appear a mcft intolerable

and diigufting gafconade ; butwhen a man's conduct has been fo grofsly

i .ifrepreiented and calumniated, as mine has been, the ftrongeftlanguage

is juftiSable in his defence.. * . ... .. . .
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Colonel Ray,* the main body of our army was pofted,

freih and unfatigued ; whereas thofe of the enemy were

extremely haraffed, or, indeed, worn down to fo low a

degree of debility, that had they once paffed, theyhad lit-

tle chance of repaying •, the ground was commariding,

and, to us, in all refpects advantageous. A fort of na-

tural glacis, extending itfelf in our front, from the creft

of the eminence quite down to the ravine, over which

there was only one narrowed pafs, the plain fo narrowed

as to give no play to the manoeuvres of their cavalry \

and at two or three hundred yards diftance in the rear,

a fpace of ground moft happily adapted to the arrange-

ment of a fecond line-! This ground, from the nature

of its front, is alraoft entirely protected from the annoy-

ance of the enemy's cannon j and, of courfe, well calcu-

lated for the refpiration of a body of troops, fuch as my
detachment was, fatigued, but not difpirited by action,

and the exceiTive heat of the weather ; here they might

have taken breath -, here they might have been refrefhed,

and, in a very iriort time, refitted at leaft to act as a line

of fupport, which was all that in thefe circumftances,

could be neceflary. Ipropofed to the General to form
them as fuch, but was precipitately ordered, and, I con-

fefs, in a manner that extremely ruffled me, to three miles

diftance in the rear.

Thus, in my opinion, was a moft glorious opportunity

loft ; for what followed on both fides was only a diftant,

unmeaning, inefficacious canonnade; and what has been
fo magnificently ftiled a purfuit, was no more than tak-

ing up the ground which the Britifh troops could not
poifibly, and were not (their principle being retreat) in-

terefted to maintain.

P. S.

* To thefe two gentlemen not a little creditfor the fuccefs of the aSth
of June is due.

| It may he objected, that a part ofmy detachment there, under Scott
and Maxwell, Lad already filed offin the rear, but they might eafily have
been brought up. It is evident they might, as not long afterwards a
part of them were ordered, and did march up. It muft be obferved, that
I myielf was totally ignorant that any part of them had filed off; but
thofe I had with me would have formecl a very refpectable line of referve.
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P-> S~ A thoufand wicked and low artifices, during
my tryal, were ufed to render me unpopular. One of

the principal was, to throw out that I had endeavoured,

on every occafion, to depreciate the American valour,

and the character of their troops. There never was a

more impudent falfehood .3 I appeal to my letters addref-

fed to Mr. Burgoyne—to the whole tenor of my con-

versation, both previous and fubfequent to the com-
mencement of the prefent war, and to all my publica-

tions. It is true, I have often heavily lamented, as to

me it appears, the defective conilitution of the army j

but I have ever had the higheil opinion of the courage

and other good qualities of the Americans as foldiers j

and the proofs that my opinion was mil, are numerous
and fubftantial.

To begin with the affair of Bunker's hill, I may ven-

ture to pronounce that there never was a more danger-

ous, a more execrable fituation, than thefe brave and

unfortunate men (if thofe who die in the glorious caufe

of Liberty can be termed unfortunate) were placed in

;

they had to encounter with a body of troops, both in

point of fpirit and discipline, not to be furpaiTed in the

whole world, headed by an officer of experience, intre-

pidity, coolnefs, and decinon. The Americans were

compofed, in part, of raw lads and old men, half armed,

with no practice or discipline, commanded -without or-

der, and God knows by whom. Yet what was the

event ? It is known to the world, that the Britiih troops,

notwithilan<ling their addrefs and gallantry, were moil

ieverely handled, and almoft defeated.*

The troops under the command of Genera! Montgo-

mery, in his expedition againfi; St. John's, Chambly,

and into Canada, who were chiefly compofed of native

Americans, as they were from the Eaftern States, dis-

played,

. *. The Colonels Stark, Prefect, Little,. Gardner, Read, Nixon, and

the two Brewers, were entitled to immortal honour for their action on

that day; but, according to the ufual jufiice of the writers of news-

papers and -Gazettes, their names havefcarcely been mentioned en tius

occafion.
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played, by his own account, in a letter I received from

that illuftrious young man, not only great courage, but

zeal and enterprize.

- The aflault under Arnold, on the lower town of Que-

bec, was an attempt that would have ftartled the molt

approved veterans *, and, if they mifcarried, it cannot be

attributed to a deficiency of valour, but to want of pro-

per information of the circumftances of the place.

The defence of Sullivan's-Ifland, by Colonel Moultrie,

might be termed an ordeal. The garrifon, both men
and officers, entirely raw •, the fire furious, and of a du-

ration almoft beyond example ; their fituation extremely

critical and dangerous, for the rear was in a manner

open ; and if General Clinton could, as it was expected,

have landed on the ifland, there were no refources but

in the laft defperate resolutions.

With refpecl: to the tranfa£tions on York and Long-
Ifland, I muft be filent, as I am ignorant of them ; buty

from fome obfervations after I joined the army, I have

reafon to think the fault could not have been in the men,
or in the common bulk of officers.

Even the unhappy bufinefs of Fort Washington, which
was attended with fuch abominable confequences, and
which brought the affairs of America to the brink of

ruin, when the circumftances are well confidered, did

honour to the officers and men, devoted to the defence

of this worthlefs and ridiculous favourite.

The defence of Red-Bank, by Colonel Green, and
Mud-Ifland, by Colonel Smith, forced a confeffion, even,

from the molt determined infidels on this point, of the
Britifh officers, to the honour of American valour. I

have often heard them allow, that the defence of thefe

two places iuere really handfome things—that no men could

have done better ; which, from unwilling mouths, is no
fin all panegyric.

The victory gained by Stark, at Bennington, and the

capture of Mr. Burgoyne's whole army, by Gates and
Arnold, are, above all, convincing arguments of what

D z excellent



{ 3^ )

excellent ingredients, in all refpects, the force of Ame-
rica is compofed.

The detail of what paffed lately on Rhode-Ifland is

not yet come to my knowledge ; but, from all I have
been able to collect, the men and officers exhibited great

valour and facility, as did their General, discretion, calm-
nefs,' and good conduct. Upon the whole, I am war-
ranted to fay, what I always thought, that no difgrace

or calamity has fallen on the arms of America through
the whole courfe of the war, but what muft be attribu-

ted to fome other caufe than to the want of valour, of

difpofition to obedience, or to any other military defect

in the men, or the general mafs of their officers in their

different ranks ; and I folemnly declare, that was it at

my choice to felect from all the nations of the earth to

form an excellent and perfect army, I would, without

hefitation, give the preference to the Americans. By
publifhing this opinion, I cannot incur the fufpicion of

paying my court to their vanity, as it is notorioufly the

language I have ever held.

I have been told, that one of the crimes imputed to

me, is by entertaining a high opinion of the Britifh

troops. If this is a crime, I am ready to acknowledge it.

There were times, I confefs, when the promulgation of

fuch an opinion would have been impolitic, and even

criminal ; but in thefe times, it is notorious to the world

that my conduct was the reverfe. Every thing I wrote,

every thing I faid, tended to infpire that confidence in

their own ftrength, which it was thought the Americans

wanted ; and it is believed, that what I faid, and what
I wrote, had no inconfiderable effect ; but now, circum-

ilanced as we are, I cannot conceive the danger, or even

impropriety, in fpeaking of them as they deferve, parti-

cularly as their excellence redounds to the honour of

America. 1, could not help, whilfl I was prifoner, be-

ing aftonifhed at the bad policy and ftupidity of fome of

the Britifh officers, who made it their conftant bufmefs

to depreciate the character of the Americans in point of

courage and fenfe. I have often expreffed my aftonifh-

ment,
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toient, making a very natural obfervaiion to them, that

if the perfuafion of their opponent's cowardice and folly

were eftablifhed in the world, the great merits they

themfelves pretended to mufl, at the fame time, be ut-

terly deftroyed. That I have a very great opinion of

the Britiih troops, I make no fcriiple to confefs j and
unlefs I had this opinion of them, I do not fee what
ground I could have for my eulogiums on American va-

lour. This is a truth, Ample and clear as the day j but

be it as it will, it is now moft certain, let the courage

and discipline of the Britiih troops be as great as imagi-

nation can paint, there is- at prefent no danger from ei-

ther the one or the other. The dangers that now threat-.

en, are from other quarters ; from the want of temper,

moderation, ceconomy, wifdom, and decifion amongft

purfelves ; from a chiidifh credulity j and, in confe-

quence of it, a promptnefs to commit a&s of the higheft

Jnjuitice on thofe who have deferved belt at the hands

of the community •, but above all, from the direcT op-

'pofites to thofe qualities, virtues, and principles, with-

out which it is impofhbie that the mode of government

eftablifhed mould be fupported for the tenth part of a

century. Theie, I afiert, are now the proper objects of

our apprehennons, and not any real or fuppofed excel-

lence in the armies of Great Britain, who has infinitely

more reafon to fear for her own independence, than to

hope for the fubjugation of yours.

General Clinton's letter, which has juft appeared,

has fo wonderful an accord with the above eflay, that I

make no doubt but that fome acute gentleman, may in-

fmuate that it furnifhed the hint : but I can appeal to

more than fifty gentlemen of this city, or officers of the

army? fo whom it was read, previous to the publication

of General Clinton's, letter, whether a fmgle fyllable has

been added or varied, the conclufion of the poftfcript ex-

cepted, which has no reference to the affair of Mon-
mouth,

IT
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IT was a confiderable time before Congrefs took the

General's trial under their confideration^ during which
our unfortunate hero continued fmarting under ther

frowns of fortune and the malignant tongues of men ;

and to add to his fufferings in this ftate of fufpenfe, he
received a letter from Colonel Laurens, one of General

"Wafhington's aids, informing him, " that, in contempt

of decency and truth, he had publicly abufed General

Wafhington in the grofleft terms ;" that, « the relation

in which he ftood to him, forbade him to pafs fuch con-

duel: unnoticed j he therefore demanded the fatisfaction-

which he was entitled to ; and defired, that as foon as

General Lee mould think himfelf at liberty, he would
appoint time and place, and name his weapons." With-
out hefitation this was accepted ; and the General made
choice of a brace of piftols, declining the fmall fword,

becaufe he was rather in a weak ftate of body, having

lately received a fall from a horfe, and alfo taken a quaa-

tity of medicine to bame a fit of the gout, which he ap-

prehended. They met according to appointment, and
difcharged their piftols, when General Lee received a

flight wound in his fide ; and it hath been faid, that on
this occafion, he difplayed the greateft fortitude and

courage.

Shortly after, the proceedings of the Court Martial on

his trial came under confideration in Congrefs, aridpro-

duced debates for feveral evenings ; but, finally, the fen-

tence was confirmed. The General was much difiatif-

fied with it, and his mind extremely embittered againft

one of the members, Mr. William Henry Drayton, of

South Carolina. This gentleman's conduct was vitupe-

Tated by Lee in the fevereft language, becaufe he oppo-

fed in Congrefs a divifion of the feveral charges brought

againft him, but argued and infilled upon lumping them
all together, to be decided by one queftion. In this he
was ingenkmlly and warmly oppofed by a very amiable

and worthy gentleman, Mr. William Paca, a late go-

vernor of Maryland. Here we muft obferve, that prior

to this5 Mr. Drayton was by no means one of the Gene-
ral's,
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raFs favourites ; he had taken fome unnecelTary liberties

with his character, in a charge which he delivered as

chief juftice to a grand jury in Cha'rlefton, South-Caro-

lina. His temper thus exafperated, he could no longer

refrain from emphatically expreffing his fenfe of the in-

juries he had received from Mr. Drayton. Thefe were

delivered, intermixed with threatening language, to Mr.

Hutfon, his colleague and friend, who communicated

the fame. A correfpondence enfued, fq remarkable for

its poignancy of reply, as may be worth preferving in

thefe memoirs.

Philadelphia, Feb. %d} 1779.

Sir,

MY colleague, Mr Hutfon, hath this day mentioned

ttme, a converfation you had with him, in which ycu

exprefTed your felf as injured by a mifreprefentation of

your conduct immediately preceding your captivity by

the. «nemy, in a charge I had the honour to deliver, as

Chief Juftice, to the Grand Jury of Charleston, South

Carolina.

I mull inform you, Sir, that, on the one hand, I have

been repeatedly affured the reprefentation I then made
was a true one ; and that, on the other hand, I have alfq

been affured, that it was not founded on fa£r. , ^nd that,

immediately upon this latter afliirance in South Caroli-

na, I took that ftep which was raoft likely to lead me to.

a certainty on the fubject, with the avowed defign, that

if I had injured your reputation, I might be enabled to

make the moft ample reparation ; but I did not receive

the neceiTary materials. Thofe fentiments of propriety

which dictated the hrft advance on my part then, to ac-

quire them now dictate a like conduct when another

opportunity feems to open itfeif for my arriving at truth,

and to do that juftice which the cafe may require. And
I do allure you, that if I can be enabled to declare, that

you did not violate the orders of the commander in
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chief, refpec'ting your junction with 1111115 when he had
retreated to the Delaware in 1776, I ihall not only do
fo in the rnoft pointed terms, but beg your pardon for

having, through error and mifreprefentation, publifhed

the contrary.

To this purpofe, I wrote to Major Euftace on the 6th

of January 1778, when I was in Charleston, and had no
profpect of coming to this part of the Continent-, and

a copy of the correspondence between him and myfelf

on the occasion I will lay before you, if you defire to fee it.

Thofe principles of honour which muft make you feel

an injury, make me feel even an idea of having done an

injury, and impels me to make a reparation where it is

due. I am, Sir,

Your moil obedient Servant,

Wm. HENRY DRAYTON.
Major Gen. Lee.

Philadelphia, Feb. $th, 1 779.
Si*,

I SHOULD have done myfelf the honour of anfwer-

ing your letter yefterday, but was prevented by a variety

of bufinefs. If I have violated any orders of the com-
mander in chief, to him, and the Congrefs only, am I

refponfible ; but certainly am not amenable to the tribu-

nal of Mr. William Henry Drayton. I mail therefore

remain entirely indifferent whether you are pieafed to

think or dream that I defignedly threw myfelf into the

hands of the enemy, or whether I was not taken by a

concurrence of unfortunate circumftances, fuch as hap-

pen in the courfe of all wars. The only remark I ihall

make on your extraordinary requifition, that I mould
clear myfelf on this point to you (imply, Mr. William
Henry Drayton, whom I confider but as a mere com-
mon member of Congrefs, is, that you pay a very ill com-
pliment to the General. You muft fuppofe him either

miferably deficient in. underftanding, or ia integrity as a

ferv&nt
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fervant of the public, when you fuppofe that he.would fuf*-

fer a man, for a fmgle day, to act as his fecond in com-
mand, whom he knows to be guilty of fuch abomina-
ble military treafon. This ingenious fuppofition, there-

fore, is, in my opinion, a greater affront to the General
than to myfelf.

I am fmcerely concerned that my friend Euflace fhould

have degraded himfelf fo far as to enter into any difcuirV?

on of this matter with Mr. William Henry Drayton ;

and I fhall reprimand him for not underftanding his own
dignity better. I fhall now only take the trouble of ad-

ding, that if you can reconcile your conduct in ftepping

out of the road (as I am informed you did in your charge

to the grand jury) to aggravate the calamities of an un-
happy man, who had faerinced every thing to the caufe

of your country, and, as he then conceived, to the rights

of mankind ; who had facriiiced an ample, at leafl an eafy

and independent fortune, the moil honourable conne£ti-i

ous, great military pretentions, his friends and relations-:

I fay if you can reconcile your ftepping out of the road

to aggravate the calamities of a man who had notoriously

made thefe facrifices, and who, at the very time you
was displaying your generous eloquence, had no lefs than
five centinels on .his perfon, and was fuffering extremely
in body and mind—If you can, I repeat, reconcile, fuch
a procedure to common humanity, common fenfe, or

common decency, you muft ftill be a more lingular per-

sonage than the public at prefent confider you»

I am, Sir,

Your molt obedient.

Humble Servant,

CHARLES LEE.
"William Henry Drayton, Efq.

Philadelphia, Feb. 8th, 1 779.
Sir,

AT nine o'clock lafh night, I received yours of the

fifth inftant, in anfwer to mine of the third. But as I

have
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have neit&er time or inclination to. -enter, into a compe*

tition, whether Mr. Charles Lee, or Mr. William Henry

Drayton, can raife the liioft ingenious fuppofition, fay the

keeneit thing,, and pen the moil finimed period with

parentheiis ; nor ambition to correfpond with you in

Vour fimple dhara£ler ; of:Mr...Charles Lee, whom I can-

not confider but as legally difgraced for being guilty of

abominable military treafon againfl a community of the

moft liberal, juft., and generous, and, I muft add/merci-

ful people on the face of the globe : I fay, perfectly fa-

tisned with my fimple character of Mr. William Henry

Drayton, *f a mere common member of Congrefs," and

«. a mere Chief Juflice of South Carolina," I {hall do

myfeif the honour, out of breath as I am with parenthe^

fes, to make only one obfervation in reply, abfolutely

terminating the correfpondeiice on my part, That I ve-

rily believe we equally remain entirely indifferent with

reipedr to what either is " pleafed to think or dream."

And now finally, taking my leave of Mr. Charles Lee,

with common decency from refpett to my iimple cha-*

racier, ,

I fubfcribe myfeif, Sir,

Your moil obedient Servant,

Vym. HENRY DRAYTON,
Major Charles Lee.

Philadelphia, March 15, 1 779,. .

Sir,

AS I have now fettled all my affairs, and as I am given

to underfland that you probably may foon fet out for

South Carolina, I take the liberty of addrefling this let-

ter to you, which is to clofe our correfpondence for ever.

Until very lately, I was taught to confider you only as a

f?.ntaftic, pompous dramatis perfona, a mere malvolio, ne-

ver to be fpoke or thought of but for the fake of laugh-

ter •, and when the humour for laughter fubfided, never

to be fpoke or thought of more. But I find I was mis-

taken i
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you are univerfally allowed to be a ridiculous and dil-

gufting coxcomb.

You are pleafed to fay, that I am legally difgraced ;

all that I (hall fay in reply is, that I am able confidently

to pronounce, that every man of rank in the whole ar-

my, every man on the Continent, who had read the pro-

ceedings of the Court Martial (perhaps, indeed, I might

except Mr. Penn of North Carolina, and Dr. Scudder

of the Jerfies, with a few others about their fize in un~

derftanding) is of the opinion, that the ftigma is not on

him on whom the fentence was paffed, but on thofe who
paired this abfurd, iniquitous, and prepofterous fentence ;

for, to be juft, I do not believe you quite blockhead

enough to think the charge had a fhadow of report

;

and if, by fome wonderful metamorphofis, you mould
become an honeft man, you will confefs it. As to the

confirmation of this curious fentence, I do not conceive

myfelf at liberty to make any comments on it, as it is an

affair of Congrefs, for which body I ever had, and ought

to have a profound refpect. I mall only lament that

they are difgraced by fo foul a member as Mr. William
Henry Drayton. You tell me the Americans are the

moft merciful people on the face of the earth : I think fo

too ; and the ftrongefl inftance of it is, that they did

not long ago hang up you, and every advocate for the

itamp-act ; and do not natter yourfelf, that the prefent

virtuous airs of patriotifm you may give yourfelf, and
your hard laboured letters to the Commiffioners and the

King, will ever wafh away the (lain. If you think the

terms I make u-fe of harm or unmerited, my friend Major
Edwards is commimoned to point out your remedy.

CHARLES LEE.
William Henry Drayton, Efq,

THIS correfpondence, which produced nothing but
jnkfhed, being finiflied, the General retired to his plan-

tation in Berkley county, Virginia, where, {till irritated

E with
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wlthntne fcurrilons attacks he had met with from -feveraf

writers and others in Philadelphia, he could not forbear

giving vent to the bitternefs of his feelings ; and in this

mifanthropic difpofition, compofed a fet of queries,

which he ' ftyled Political and Military. Thefe he fent

by one of his aids to the printers of Philadelphia, for

publication •, but they thought it imprudent to admit

them into their papers, as General Wafhington ponefied

the hearts and admiration of every one : he therefore ap-

plied to the editor of-the Maryland Journal, at Baltimore,

who indulged him with their infertion. The queries no

fooner made their appearance, but a confiderable difturb-

ance took place among the citizens of Baltimore : the

printer was called upon for the author, and obliged to

give up his name, General Reed, then Preiident of the

State of Pennfylvania, conceiving himfelf to be injured,

publifhed the fubfequent piece for his j unification.

THE afperfions which have been thrown, on my own
character from theprefs, I have ever defpifed too much
to take the lead notice of them ; but when a moil valua-

ble and amiable character is attacked through me, I think

it in my duty to remark it, and guard the public from er7

ror, even in opinion.

In a fet of queries, deugned to leffen the character o$

General Wafhington, in a late paper, lam alluded to fo

particularly as not to be miftaken, and quoted, as having

i'urnimed evidences under my own hand, that General

Wafhington was not the diftinguifhed character the ad-

drefies of the Council of this State had represented ; from

which an inference is to be drawn prejudicial to. the Ge-

neral in point of ability, and the Council in confiftency,

fo far as I had any fhare in thofe addrefles. This infi-

iniation I" therefore think it my duty to contradict •, and,

though the fanctity of private and confidential correfpon-

cience has been grofsly violated on this cccafion* I fhouk|

have pafted it by, if tl;e fad had not been as grofsly

mif-itated.
The
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The only ground on which this infmuation can be

made, arofe from the following circumftance : In the

fall, 1776, I was extremely anxious that Fort Wafhing-

ton iliould be evacuated •, there was a difference in opi-

nion among thole whom the General confulted, and he

heiitated more than I ever knew him on any other ocean-

on, and more than I thought the public fervice admitted:

Knowing that General Lee's opinion would be a great

fupport to mine, I wrote to him from Hackinfack, ftat- :

ing the cafe, and my reafons, and, I think, urging him

to join me in fentiment at the clofe of my letter ; and >

alluding to the particular fubje£fc then before me, to the

beft of my recollection, I added this fentence : " With
a thoufand good and great qualities, there is a want of

decifion to complete the perfeel: military character."

Upon this fentence, or one to this effect, wrote in

hafte, in full confidence, and in great anxiety for the

event, is this ungenerous fentiment introduced into the

world. The event but too fully juflined my anxiety 5

for the fort was fummoned that very day, and furren-

dered the next. I absolutely deny that there is any other

ground but this letter ; and if there is, let it be.produ-

ced. I have now only to add, that though General

Wafhington foon after, by an accident, knew of this cir-

cumftance, it never Leffened the friendlhip which fuhfift-

ed between us. He had too much greatnefs of mind to

fuppofe himfelf incapable of miflakes, or to diflike a

faithful friend, who mould note an error with fuch cir-

cumftances of refpe£t, and on fuch an occafion. I have

fmce been with this great and good man, for fuch he is,

at very critical moments ; and I hope I (hall not be fuf-

pected of unbecoming adulation, when I affure my
Countrymen, {fo far as my opinion is thought of any
confequence) that they may repofe themfelves in perfeel:

confidence on his prudence and judgment, which are

equal to any crrcumftances ;— and that repeated experi-

ence of the value of his opinions, have infpired him
with more dependance on them than his modefty and
diffidence would in fome cafes formerly admit. Time

will
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will fhew, whether his enemies will not find themfelves

difappointed in their attempts to (hake the public confi-

dence, and leiTen a character of fo much worth, to gra-

tify private, violent refentmehts.

JOSEPH REED.
Philadelphia, July 14th, 1779.

TO judge ofthe propriety of General Reed's perform-

ance, it wiyj^necefTary to refer the reader to his letter

in page pBKwhich is a true copy from the original, in

his own hand writing.

Lee remained at his retreat, living in a ftyle peculiar

to hhnfelf, in a houfe more like a barn than a palace.

Glafswindows and plaifteringwould have been luxurious

extravagance, and his furniture confifled of a very few
neceftary articles ; indeed he was nowTo rufticated, that

he could have lived in a tub with Diogenes : however

he had got a few fele£r. valuable authors, and thefe ena-

bled him to pafs away his time in this obfcurity. In the

fall, 1782, he began to be weary with the famenefs of

his fituation •, and experiencing his unfitnefs for the ma-
nagement of country bufinefs, he came to a determinati-

on to "fell his eftate, and procure a little fettlement near

fome fea-port town, where he might learn what the

world was doing, and enjoy the eonverfation of man-
kind.

His farm, though an excellent tra£t of land, rather

brought him in debt at the end of the year, and added to

the difficulties he laboured under. It is no wonder, then

,

he wras inclined to relinquifh his prefent fyftem of life.

He left Berkley, and came to Baltimore, where he ftaid

near a week with fome old friends, and tlicn took his

leave for Philadelphia.

It is prefumed he now found a difference between a

General in command, and cne deftitute of every thing but

the name •, for we do not find him entertained at the

houfe of" any private citizen. He took lodgings at an inn

the
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J:he .fign of the Conveftigoe waggon* in Market-ftreet.

After being three or four days in the city, he was taken

with a mivering,the forerunner ofa fever, which put a

period to his exiftence, October 2d, 1.782.

A friend of the Editor's was at the inn when he took

his departure from this world. The fervants informed

him that General Lee was dying : upon which he went

into the room ; he was then ftruggling with the king of

terrors, and feemed to have loft his fenfes •, the laft,

words he heard him fpeak were, " Stand by me, my
brave grenadiers !"

.

The citizens of Philadelphia, calling to remembrance;

his former fervices, appeared to be much afFe£ted at his

death. His funeral was attended with a very large con-

courfe of people, the clergy of different denominations,

his excellency the prehdent of Congrefs, the prefident,

and fome members of the council of the commonwealth
of Pennfylvania, his excellency trie minifter plenipoten-

tiary of France,.M. Marbois fecretary to the embafTy,the

minifter of finance, General baron de Viominil, duke

de. Laufam, the minifter of war, and feveral other officers

of diftind&on both in the French and American army.

, From what hath been obferved inthefe memoirs,we may
with j.uftice affirm, that General Lee was a great and fin-

cere friend to the rights and liberties of mankind, and that

it was this grand principle,which led him to take part on
the fide, of America. ..It appears, that, from his youth,he

was bred up with the higheft regard for the noble fenti-

ments of freedom ; his education and reading ftrength-

ened diem ; the hiftorians and orators of Greece and
Rome, with whom he was considerably converfanr, ad-

ded to the facred flame •, and his travels in many parts of

the world did not tend to diminifh it.

When a bov, he was fent to an academy in Switzer-

land, and he has frequently faid to his friends, that he
was.there .ftruc.k with the general happinefs, affluence and
eajpc diffufed throughout that country, notwithftanding

its natural difadyantages of foil and climate. In one of
his letters, he exprefles himfelf in this manner : "When

12 I was
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I was quite young in Switzerland, I could not help com-
paring therobuft well clothed commonalty of this coun>
try, with their miferable neighbours of France, a fpofc

upon wich nature feems to have taken pains to confer

her favours. To France, Nature has given the mod
fruitful foil, which produceth not only every necefTary,

but every luxury of life. She has given to its people a

lively, active, enterprifing genius, a climate upon the

whole the belt of the world—To the Swifs, fhe bequeath-

ed rocks, mountains, and, as it is thought, very inferior

mental faculties ; and yet the Swifs are rich, happy and
refpe&able ; the French, ftarving and contemptible. In

Italy, the contraft betwixt the free, and thofe who are not

tree, is ftill more remarkable; I know very well, that

the republics of Genoa and Venice are not in general al-

lowed to be free ftates. Monfieur Montefquieu has de-

monstrated that they are not free ; but there is undoubt-

edly fome excellence in them, which has efcaped this

wife man—fhall I beg leave to hazard a conjecture ? They
have no king : They have no court."

The General had read both men and books ; his read-

ing and travels were extenfive, and of courfe his man-
ners eafy and free of embarrafTment ; fo that he was fre-

quently accuftomed to deliver his fentiments and feel-

ings without difguife, from the firft impreflions, accord-

ing to the nature of the objects which prefented.

This liberality of condu£t, and opennefs of difpofition,

in a young country, caufed many to doubt of his belief

in revealed religion ; the common people, at laft, conii-

<lered him as an atheift 5 while thofe of a higher clafs

were more indulgent to his principles. If we were' to

form a judgment on this fubjec~t, from his private ebr-

relpondence, we mould not accufe him as totally -delti-

tute of religious notions, for it appears tHatlSe 'enter-

tained fome grand and fubiime ideas of the Suipre'me : Be-

ing, and was ftrongly perfuaded that no •focitety could

cxift without religion.

. He lias often alTerted/that he -thought the' Chriftian

religion, unincumbered of its "fophiftications, the
1 moft

'
•

' excellent,
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excellent, as comprehending the moft divine fyftemof/

ethics, confequently of a divine nature ; but at the fame
time he difapproved of the length and tedioufnefs of

the liturgies of the various fe£b. As to the dogmas, he

confiaered many of them abfurd, if not impious, and de-

rogatory to the honour, dignity and wifdom of the God-
head, or omnifcient ruler and moderator of the infinity

of worlds that furround us.

. The General, in his perfon, was of a genteel make,

and rather above the middle fize ; his remarkable aqui-'

line nofe rendered his face fomewhat difagreeable. He
was mafter of a moft genteel addrefs ; but, in the latter

part of his life, became exceffively negligent of_the gra-

ces, both in garb and behaviour. A talent for repartee,

united with a quicknefs of penetration, created him ma-
ny enemies. A character fo eccentric and lingular, could

not fail of attracting the popular attention. His fniall

friends frequently palfed fevere criticifms on his words

and actions. Narrowly watched, every little flip or fai-

lure was noticed, and reprefented to his difadvantage.

The objections to his moral conduct were numerous,

and his great fondnefs for dogs brought on him the dif-

like and frowns of the fair fex : for the general would

permit his canine adherents to follow him to the parlour,

the bed-room, and fometimes they might be feen on a

chair next his elbow at table.

As the ladies are commonly againft any tranfgreflions

of the laws of decency and cleanlinefs, it is no wonder a

ihynefs commenced between them and the General.

This hath given fome perfons an idea of his being averfe

to women, which in reality was not the cafe ; for his

life and pofthumous papers will furnim feveral exam-
ples of his early attachment to them; and a letter to

him, from a Britifh officer in Montreal, in 1774, con-

vinces the Editor of his having been fufceptible of the

fame feelings with other men, and of his having fre-

quently indulged himfelf in gallantry with the ladies.

" During the winter," fays this officer, who was Wie

General's intimate iriend, "I took a trip to Quebec,

where
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where I pafTed feveral agreeable days with- .your _ qiieexu-

I delivered your compliments "to her, andthe enquired

particularly about you, denting me to return them moil:

(incerely whenever I wrote—She is the fame amiable;

creature, whofe difpofition neither climate nor country

can alter, and as ftrongly attached to you as ever." And.

his letter from Warfaw to Louifa, demonftrates the.fame
fact.

, .
-

.

There is great probability the General was the.nrn;

perfon who fuggefted the idea that America ought to
>;

declare herfelf independent. When he was fent. by the

commander in chief to New-York, he behaved with fucli

activity and fpirit, infufing the fame into the minds of his

troops and the people, that Mr. John Adams faid, .." a

happier expedition never was projected \ and that the

whole Whig world were bleffing him for. it." About
this time Doctor Franklin gave Mr. Thomas Paine, the,

celebrated author of Common Senfe, an introductory let-,

ter to him r in which were thefe words : "The bearer,,

Mr. Paine, has requefted a line of introduction to you,,

which I give the more willingly, as I knpw his.{entJT,
:

meats, are not very different from yours." ,A few days

after, the Doctor writes again, " There is. a kind of.

fufpenfe in men's minds here at prefent, waiting to fee,

what terms will be offered from England—I expect none,

that we can accept; and when that is generally fepn,.

we mail be more unanimous and more deciiive. Then,
your propofed folemn league and covenant will go.

better down, and perhaps moil of your other firong.,

meafures adopted." In a letter to Edward Rutlege, Efq.

in the fpring of 1776, then a member of the Continen-

tal Congrefs, the General thus expreffes hinifelf. " As
your affairs profper, the timidity of the. fenatorial part oC

the continent, great and fmall, grows and extends itfelf.

By the Eternal G—d, unlefs you declare your/elves indeT .

pendent^ eftabllfh a- more certain and fixed legiflature

than that of a temporary courtefy of the people, you
richly deferve to be enflaved, and I think far from im-.

poiiible that
. it fheuld be your lot }. as, without a more..

; .
fyftematie
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fyftematic intercourfe with France and Holland, we eah'i

not, we have not the means of carrying on the war/
There are other epiftles of his, of a fimilar fpirit and

diction.

The more we inveftigate the General's character and

conduct, the more confpicuous his fervices will appear.

In the infancy of the American difpute, we all find him
continually fuggefting and forwarding plans for the de-

fence of the country ; and though he was a pro'feiTed

enemy to a Handing army, he was always recommend-
ing a well regulated militia. This he considered as the

natural ftrength of a country, and absolutely neceflary

for its fafety and prefervation.

He has frequently aflerted, that a mpre pernicious

idea could not enter into the heads of the citizens, than

that rigid discipline, and a ftricl; fubje£Uon to military

rules, were incompatible with civil liberty -, and he was

of opinion, that when the bulk of a community would

not fubmit to the ordinances neceifary for the preferva-

tion of military difcipline, their liberty could not.be of

long continuance.

The liberty of every commonwealth munYbe protected

ultimately by military force. Military force depends up-

on order and difcipline : without order and discipline,

the greateft number of armed men are only a contemp-

tible mob ; a handful of regulars mufl difperfe them.

It follows then, that the citizens at large mull fubmit to

the means of becoming foldiers, or that they muft com-
mit the protection of their lives and property to a dif-

tincl: body of men, who will naturally, in a fhort time,
:

fet up a profeffional intereft, Separate from the commu-
nity at large. To this caufe we may attribute the fub-

verlion of every free State that hiilorv prefents to us.

The Romans were certainly the firft and mod glorious

people that have figured on the face of the globe ; they

continued free longed. Every citizen was a foldier,

and a foldier not in name, but in fact •, by^ which is

meant, that they were the moil rigid obfervers of mili-

tary inftitutions. The General therefore thought it ex-

pedient
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j)edient that every State in America ihould be extremely

careful to perfect the laws relative to their militia 5 and
that, where they were glaringly defective, they ihould

be made more efficient •, and that it mould be eilabliih-

td as a point of honour, and the criterion of a virtuous

citizen, to.pay the greateft deference to the common ne-

ceiTary laws of a camp.

The moil difficult talk the Editor met with in collec-

ting and arranging thefe Poilhumous Papers, arofe from
his defire of Hot giving offence to fuch characters as had
been the object of the General's averfion and refentment*

Unhappily his disappointments had foured his temper i

the affair of Monmouth, feveral pieces of fcurrility from
the prefs, and numerous inflances of private ilander and
defamation, fo far got the better of his philofophy, as to

provoke him in the higher! degree, and he became, as

it were, angry with all mankind.

To this exafperated difpontion we may impute the

origin of his political queries, and a number of fatirical

hints thrown out both in his converfation and writings

againft the Commander m Chief." Humanity will"draw1

a veil over the involuntary errors of fenfibility,~aiid par-

don theTallies of a fuffering mind, as its prefages did

not meet with an accomplrfjiment. General Waihing-
ton, by his retirement, demonftrated to the world, that

power was not his object ; that America had nothing

to fear from his ambition ; but that ihe was honoured

with a fpecimen of fuch exalted patriotifm as could not

fail to attract the attention and admiration of the mofl
diitant nations.

The reader will not wonder that General Lee, difap-

pointed in his career of glory, ihould be continually in-

culcating an idea of the extreme danger of truiting too

much to the wifdom of one, for ilie. fafety of the ivhole $

that he ihould confider it as repugnant to the principles

of freedom and republicanifm, to continue for years,

one man as commander in chief ; that there ihould be a

rotation of office, military as well as civil ; and though

the commander of an army poffeffed all the virtues of

C^oa
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Cato, and the talents of Julius Csefar, it could not altelr

the nature of the thing ; fince by habituating the peo-
ple to look up to one man, all true republican fpirit be-r

came enervated, and a vifible propenfky to monarchial

government was created and foftered j that there was a
charm in the long porTeffion of high office, and in the

pomp and* influence that attended it, which might Cor-,

rupt the belt difpofitions.

Indeed it was the opinion of Marcus Aureiius, whofe
virtues not only honoured the throne, but human nature,

that to have the power of doing much, and to confine

that power to doing good, was a prodigy in nature. Such
fentiments of this divine prince, who was not only train-

ed up in the fchools of auftere philofophy, but whofe
elevated fituation rendered him the moft able judge of

the difficulty there is in not abufing extenfive pOweri
when we have it in our hands, furnifh fubftantial argu-

ments for not entrufting it to any mortal whatfoever.

But while we afe convinced of the juftnefs of thefe fen-

timents, we are led the more to refpecx and reverence

our molt difinterefted Commander in Chief, who {lands

confpicuous, with unrivalled glory, fuperior to the faf-

cinations which have overthrown many a great and no-?

hie mind.

] The editor conceives his prefent labours, in the com-*.

pilation of this work, will be ufeful, and throw fome
light on the hiftory of the late revolution—a monument
of the arduous fhruggle, exhibiting a faithful and valua-

ble collection of military and political correfpondence,

EDWARD LANGWORTHY,

Baltimore, March loth, 1787.

MISCEt*
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MISCELLANEOUS PIECES,

FROM THE PAPERS OF THE LATE

Major General CHARLES LEE.

A SKETCH OF A PLAN FOR THE FORMATION OF A
MILITART COLONT.

I
WILL fuppofe the number to confift of ten thoufand

men, with their full proportion of officers of differ-

ent ranks, and children. There iliall be ho diftin&ion

made in the diftribution of lands, betwixt the general

officers and colonels •, but as it appears that there fhould,

for the fake of order, be fome difference of property in

the different claffes of men, I would propofe die follow-

ing plan of diftribution.—When the capital is once fix-

ed, immediately round it by lot—Every colonel to have

two thoufand five hundred acres y every lieutenant-colo-

nel, two thoufand ; major, fifteen hundred ; captain,

one thoufand ; lieutenants and enfigns, feven hundred

each ; each ferjeant three hundred ; every rank and file

two hundred. Another circle drawn round it, contain-

ing the fame number of acres, ihall be in common, for

the ufe of the whole community ; -where cattle fhall have

the liberty of ranging. Beyond this circle another fhall

be drawn, of an equal number of acres, with the fame
proportion of acres for every member of the community.
So that every colonel will, in fa£t, be mafter of five

thoufand acres, every lieutenant-colonel of four, every

major of three, every captain' of two thoufand, and eve-

ry rank and file of four hundred \ one half within the

capital piecing and the other half in what I call the

pomcerium
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pomceriuni of the State ; the intermediate- (hall be allot-

ted to the rearing of horfes for the public Tervice, and
cattle, to form magazines for war.

The lots in the pomcerium are intended for the chil-

dren of the State, when they are of an age to fettle and

marry. As the colony is military, (as every colony ought

to be, if they intend to be free) a conftant exercifed mi-

litia (hall be kept up, but by annual rotation : for which
purpofe, the fifth part of the men fit to bear arms, from
Seventeen to forty-five, mall be embodied for two months
of the year, their manoeuvres as fimple as can be devifed :

but no fubftitutes are to be allowed, on any pretence,

but abfolute infirmity ; and even thofe who are not em-
bodied, (hall, in their certain diftri£ts, be obliged to af-

femble every week, practice fome fimple evolutions, fuch

as marching in front, retreating and rallying by their

colours, and all firing at marks.

A (landing fmall body of horfe, and of artillery, fhall

be conftantly kept up at the public expence, as thefe

fpecies of troops are not to be formed in an inflant.

—

An Agrarian law mail be pafTed, and rigidly obferved,

reftraining abfolutely every member of the community
from poflefling more than five thoufand acres of land,

not only within the precincls of the community, but any
where elfe. No member of the community, unlefs he
comes into the world deformed, or too weak to under-
go the manly labours, fhall be fufFered to exercife feden-
tary trades, fuch as taylors, barbers, fhoemakers, weavers,
&c. &.c. Thefe effeminate and vile occupations fhall

be allotted to women, to the weak, deformed, and to

flaves. Agriculture, hunting, and war, to be the only
profeflions of the men ; to which may be added, the trade
of fmiths, carpenters, and thofe which do not emafculate.

But as there is reafon to apprehend, that a na^on
merely of warriors, hunters, and agricusurers, may be-
come extremely ferocious in their manners, fome method
mould be devifed, of foftening, or counteracting this

confequential ferocity :. I know of none equally efficaci-

ous with. a general cultivation and fludy of mufic and
F poetry;
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poetry ; on which principle, I would propofe,that mufic

and poetry ihould be the great regimen of the tv/o raoft

important articles of government, religion and war •, all

other good qualities might follow of courfe : for, without

religion, no warlike community can exift j and with re-

ligion, if it is pure and unfophifticated, all immoralities

are incompatible. Malic and poetry, therefore, which
ought to be infeparably blended, are the grand pivots of

a real, brave, active, warlike and virtuous fociety. This

doctrine I am confcious may ihock quakers, puritans,

and rigid fedtarifts of every kind ; but I do not fpeak to

quakers, puritans, and rigid feclarifts. At the firft, and

from the bottom of my heart, I deteft and defpife them,

I' fpeak to men and foldiers, who wifh and are able to

alFert and defend the rights of humanity; and, let me
add, to vindicate the character of God Almighty, and

real chriilianity, which have been fo long difhonoured

bj fectarifts of every kind and complexion •, catholics,

cnurch of England men, prefbyterians, and -methodifts.

I' could wifh, therefore, that the community of foldiers

(who are to be all chriitians) ihould eflablim one com-
mon form of worihip, with which every member mufh

acquiefce, at leair. in attendance on divine worfhip, and

the obfervation . of the prescribed ceremonies ; but this

fo contrived as not to ihock any man who has been bred

up in any of "the different fe£b. For which reafon, let

all expofitions of the fcripture, and all dogmas, be for

ever banifned. Let it be fumcient that he acknowledges

the exiftence, providence, and goodnefs of God Almigh-

ty j that he reverences Jems Chrift : but let the queftion

never be afked, whether he confiders Jefus Chrift as only

a divine perfon, commiffioned by God for divine pur-

pofes, as the ion of God, or as God himfelf. Thefe

iopMilical fubtilties. only lead to a doubt of the whole :

let it be fuflicient, therefore, that he believes in God, in

his providence and in the mediation of Jefus Chrift,,

whether a real God, or only a divinely mfpired mortal

;

for which reafon, to prevent the impertinence and
"
ill—

conieciuences of dogmatiiing, no profeflional priefts of

any
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any fort whatever fhall be admitted in the community.

But lliil I am of opinion, that a facred order, or hierar-

chy, mould be eftablifhetf, and in the following manner :

that this hierarchy are not to be expoiitors of the divine

law, which ought to be underftood by every member of

common capacity ; but as the fervitors, or adminiflrators

of the folemn ceremonies to be obferved in the worfhip

of the Supreme Being, of his Son, or miffionary.

The grand hierophant, pontifex maximus, or fupreme

fervitor of the ceremonies of divine worfhip, is to be cho-

fen out of the community, and to be not under the age

of fifty ; the principal qualification requifite in him, to

be fanclky of manners, a reverend afpecl, but above all,

a diftincl and melodious voice. A body, or rather cho-

rous of under prieils, is to be feleeled likewife, for their

integrity of manners, and lkill in mufic , for as all dog-

mas, and of courfe all expoiitions, are baniihed, fuperlor

learning, or what, is improperly underwood to be learning

amongii the theologians of the modern world, will be fo

far from a qualification, that it wili\rather be a difquali-

iicaton, particularly as the ceremonies are to confill in

poetical hymns of praife and thankfgiving, fet to mufic ;

fuch for inflance as Pope's Univerfal Prayer, part of the

Common Prayer, and many pieces feledled from the

Pfalms of David 5 for thefe long prayers with which all

the churches of the different feels are infefled, entering

into fuch minute details with God Almighty, as if he was
your factor in a foreign country, have been juftly deem-
ed by many wife men, not only tirefome, but impious

impertinencies.

Ablutions, fuch as are pratfifed in the religions of the

Eaft, feems to me to be really a divine inflitution. Thefe
Eaflerns wifely fay, that a pure foul cannot inhabit a fll-,

thy body ; that a purified body is the beft fymbol of a

clean fpirit ; that it is indecent and wicked to prefent

yourfelf before ycur Creator in a dirtier condition than
you ought to appear in before an earthly fuperior. Ad-
mitring thefe figures to be hyperbolical, the inflitution

certainly is extremely wife, as it contributes fo eflential-

ijr
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]y to health, and the agreement of fociety. Baths, of
little fountains, at leaft fuch as are in ufe amongft the
Turks, to be eftablifhed near the temples of Worfhip L
and every communicant to warn his hands, face, feet and
teeth, before he enters the facred abode. The temples
to be as magnificent as the circumflaiices of the fociety

will admit, A grand religious concert of thankfgivings
to be performed every Sunday 5 and two other days
in the week, we will fuppofe Tuefdays and Fridays,

but fhorter, and with lefs pomp j for there is nothing
fo impolitic, as to make pomp and ceremony too fre-

quent—they entirely lofe their effect.. The thankfgivings

or hymns, therefore, on thefe common days, to be ex-

tremely fhort, but fenfible and energetic : long prayers,

fuch as the morning fervices of the church of England,
with the addition of a long unmeaning fermon, hum-
med through the nofe perhaps of a crop-fick parfon, who
can fcarcely read his own writing, or the ftill more iil-

fufferable cant of the puritan preachers, mufl be the

bane of all religion ; and I verily believe there is fcarcely

any one perfon, if they had the honefty to confefs it,

man, woman, or child, who would not ratner' fafFer con-

iiderable inconvenience than go either to a church, or a

prefbyterian meeting-houfe. In fliort, the ceremonies

of divine v/orfhip mull be made iblemn, pompous and

elevating—but we will quit the fubjecx of religion, and

pafs to the law..

As an Agrarian law is to be eftablifhed, and rigidly

obferved, retraining every member of the community to

the poiTeilion of five thoufand acres ; and as the children

of both fexes are to inherit an equal portion (for this is to

be a fundamental maxim) the moil fimple code may be

extracted, for civil cafes, from • the common laws of

England, or from thofe of Denmark, which appears to

be excellent Kprofejfionrd lawyer therefore will be to-

tally unneceffary \ indeed, I fnould as foon think of ino-

c ulating my community for the plague, as admitting

one of thefe gentleman to reiide among us : all requifite

knowledge of the law will be a common accomplifhment
of
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of every
;

gentleman. The Romans, in the ages of their

fimplicity, virtue and glory, had certainly none ; the

"fame men were their confute, pontifices, generals, and

jurif-cqnfuls. With refpect to criminal matters, I would

adopt Be.ccaria's fcheme *, its excellencies have been de-

monftrated in the Tufcan dominions. When the pre-

fent Grand Duke acceded to the ducal throne, he found

Tufcany the moltabandoned people of all Italy, filled with

robber^ and aflaffins. Every where, for a feries of years

previous to the government of this excellent prince, were

feen gallows, wheels and tortures of every kind ; and

the robberies and murders were not at all lefs frequent.

He had read and admired the Marquis of Beccaria, and
determined to try the affects of his plan. He put a {top

to all capital punifhments, even for the greatelt crimes ;

and the confequences have convinced the world of its

wholefomnefs. The galleys, flavery for a certain term
of years, or for life, in proportion to the crime, have ac-

complished what an army of hangmen, with their hooks,

wheels and gibbets, could not. In fhortj Tufcany, from
being a theatre of the greateft crimes, and villanies of

every fpecies, is become the fafeft and belt ordered'Stats

of Europe..

It is a known fact, that fince the adoption of this plan^

there have been but two murders committed : one by a
little boy of eleven years old, in a ftroke of paffion ; and
the other, not by a native Italian fubjecT:, but by an
Irifh Officer. But if we had not this example, and that

cf the Emprefs Elizabeth, (who adopted the fame plan,

wnich had the fame good effect) before our eyes, the in-

culcating an idea in a military people that death is the

moft terrible of all punifhments, is certainly the molt
abfurd of folecifms. Nothing great can be expected
from a community which is taught to confider it as fuch.

On the contrary, death ought, as far as human nature
will admit, to be made a matter of indifference *, or, if

poiTible, (and I think it very poflible) of comfort.
I have often laughed at the glaring contradiction in the

proceedings, in this article, in the Britiih armies, and
•F 2 others
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others in which I have ferved. I have feen two of three

wretches, who had the misfortune to be detected in ma-
rauding, or attempting to defert, taken out with awful
form, encircled by a multitude who had been guilty

of, or had intended to have committed the fame crimes,

but happily had not been difcovered ; the chaplain, in

his canonicals, telling them how dreadful a thing it was
for their fouls to be divorced from their bodies, and ' to

be urged on to the tribunal of their Maker, with thefe

horrid fins on their heads. A few hours afterwards,

fomc defperate expedition ordered to be executed by the

very men who had been prefent at the execution, who
had committed, or had intended to commit, the very

fame horrid crimes ; and the officer appointed to com-
mand the expedition, as ufual, harangues the foldiers ;

allures them that death is not a ferious affair ; that, as

all men mufl fooner or later die, it is of little moment
when it happens. Thus it may be faid, we blow hot and

cold with the fame breath. I am therefore abfolutely

and totally againfl capital punifhments, at leafl in our

military community. Let the lofs of liberty, and igno-

miny, be inculcated as the extreme of all punifhments:

common culprits therefore are, in proportion to the de-

gree of their delinquency, to be condemned to flavery,

for a longer or fhorter term of years ; to public works,

fuch as repairing highways, and public buildings,- with

fjme ignominious diftin£tion of habit, denoting their

condition. As to thofe who have been guilty of crimes

of a very deep dye, fuch as wanton murder, perjury, and

the like, let them be mutilated, their ears cut off, their

faces flamped with the marks of infamy, and whipped

out of the State.

I pafs now to trade.—The perfuafion that extenllve

trade is the fource of riches, itrengtli, happinefs and

glory, is perhaps one of the greatelt miftakes and mif-

fortunes which modern focieties labour under. Without

doubt certain cities, both of antiquity and the prefent

world, from their peculiar fkuation and circumflances,

I owed their existence entirely to their commerce j fuch

as
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as Tyre, Venice, and Holland: but I cannot conceive

how acommunityof foldiers and agriculturers, who have

lands enough to cultivate, not only for their own fubfift-

ence, but in a great meafure for others, fhould have oc-

casion for what is called great and extenfive commerce.
I think, on the contrary that it mull emafculate the bo-

dy, narrow the mind, and in fact corrupt every true re-

publican and manly principle ; nay, I think it mull de-

stroy all fenfibility for real pleafure and happinefs. I..et

any man of tafte or fenfibility aflbciate only for a few
months with commercial men, or refide in a commerci-
al city,. he will find their converfation dull, languid, and
ftupid 5 their pleafures confined togrofs eating and drink-

ing ; their only idea of mirth, to the roaring of fome
vile hoarfe finger ; and of wit, to the fhory-teller of the

club, or fome wretched punfter, who lives on catches

and crotchets. True mufic, elevating poetry, liberal hif-

tory, and all polite leterature ; a competent acquaintance

with thefe, is necefTary for thofe who have any fhare of the

legiilature : I mean thofe who are immediately entrusted

with the executive or judicial powers. It is abfolutely

requifite to qualify every man of a liberal community for

focial converfation. . But although I object to profeflionai

merchants being permitted to refide in our government,

it is certain that fome degree of commerce or barter muft

be carried on, or agriculture and hunting ftand ftill, and
of courfe idlenefs and all its attendant evils enfue.

I would therefore propofe, that on the frontiers of the

State, at leall once in the year, a great fair fhould be

eftablimed, to which merchants and pedlars of all forts

and nations fhould be encouraged to refort. This fair

to continue three weeks or a month.

AN ESSAY ON THE COUP VOE'IL.

T is the general opinion, that the coup a"ceil does not

^depend upon ourfelves ; that it is a prefent of Na-
ture^ that practice will not give it to us ; in a word,

that

i
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that we mud bring it into the world with us, without

which, the molt piercing eyes fee nothing, and we mull

grope about in utter darknefs. This is a miftake : we
have all the coup d'ceilm proportion to the degree of un-

demanding which it has pleafed Providence to give us-

It is derived from both j- but what is acquired, refines

and perfects the natural, and experience infures it to.

u

S.

It is manifeil from the actions and conduct of Amilcarr
that he had it to a -great and fine degree j for he

;

po!Tef-
;

fed all the qualities requifite for it, and in the greateft

point of perfection that perhaps ever any general carried

them •, as may be remarked in the war of Eryce, and

that of the rebels of Africa*

Before I enter into the explication of the method that

mould be purfued to acquire this talent, falfely thought

to be,a gift of Nature, it is neceffary to define it.—The.

military coup d'ceil, then, is nothing elfe than the ait of

knowing the nature and different fituations of the coun-<

try where we make and intend to carry the war -, the

advantages and difadvantages of the camp and ports that

we mean to occupy ; as likewife thofe which may be fa^.

vourable or difadvantageous to the enemy. By the po-

fition of our army, and the confequences drawn from it,

we may not only form with precifion ourdefigns forJthe

prefent, but judge of thofe we may afterwards have. It

is- alone by this knowledge of the country into which

we carry the war, that a great Captain can forefee the

events of the whole campaign, and, if It may be fo ex-

preffed, render himfelf mafter of them ; becaufe, judg-

ing from what he himfelf has done, of what the enemy
: muft neceifarily do, forced as they are, by the nature of

the places, to regulate their movements to oppofe his d.e-

figns, he conducts them from poll: topoft, from camp to

camp, to the very point he has propofed to himfelf to

infure victory. Such, in a few words, is the military

coup d'ceil, without which it is impoffible that a General

ihould avoid falling into a number of faults of the; great-

eft confequence. In a word, there are little hopes of

victory if we are .deftitute of what is called the coup

. I (Tesil
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|
^ae.il of war ; and as the military fcicnce is of the fame

j

nature with all others that require practice to poiTefs

them in all the different parts that compofe them, this

which I treat of, is, of all others, that which requires the

greatefl practice.

Philopcemen, one cf the greatefl Captains that Greece

produced, and whom an illuftrious Roman has called

the iaft of the Grecians, had the coup d'ceil in an admi-

rable degree ; but we ought not to confider it as a gift

of Nature, but as the fruit of ftudy, application, and his

extreme paffion for war. Plutarch informs us of the

method he ufed to enable himfelf to fee with his own
eyes, rather than thofe of other people, when he was at

the head of armies. The paiTage deferves to be quoted.

« He willingly liftened," fays the Greek author, " to

the difcourfes, and read the treatifes of the philofophers

;

not all, but only thofe which could aid him in his purfuit

of virtue ; and of all the great ideas of Homer, he fought

for, and retained thofe alone which could whet his cou-

rage, and animate him towards great actions : and of

all other lecturers, he preferred the treatifes of Evange-

lus, called the Tactics, that is, the art of ranging troops

In order of battle ; and the hiftories 'of the life of Alex-

ander ; for he thought that language was of no further

ufe than its reference to action, and that the only end of

dreading was to learn hew to conduct oiirfelves •, unlefs

we chufe to read merely to pafs the time, or to furnifh

ourfelves with the means of keeping up idle and fruit-

lefs chat.

u When he had read the precepts and rules of the tac-

tics, he did not trouble his head about feeing the demon-
ftration of them by plans on paper, but made the appli-

cation of them in the very fcenes of action, and in open

field ; for, in his marches, he accurately obferved the

eminences and low places, the breaks and irregularities

-of the ground, and all the forms and figures which bat-

talions and fquadrons are obliged to take in confequence

of rivulets, ravines, and defiles, which force them to

clofe or extend themfelves. In general, it appears, that

Philopcemen
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.Philopcemen had a very ftrong pafiion for arms ; that

he embraced war as a profemon that gave greater play

to his virtues j in- a word, he defpifed all thofe as idle

and ufelefs members of the community, who did not

apply themfelves to it.'*

Thefe, in abridgment, are the moil excellent precepts

that can be given to a prince, the general of an army,

and every officer who wimes to arrive at the higheft de-

gree of military rank. This is the only method •, and,

as the tranilator has very judicioully obferved, renders

the putting the precepts into practice, on occaFion, more

eafy than by iiudying the plans on paper. Plutarch ac-

cufes, and even feverely cenfures Pliilopcemen for having

tarried his paHion for arms beyond the bounds of mo-
deration. Monf. Dacier does not fail to chime in with

him*, but, both the one and the other, without well

knowing what they fay, Jvave paired an unfair judgment

on this.great captain , as if the fcience of war was not

immenfe, and did not comprehend all others in its vor-

tex j and as if, to acquire a perfect knowledge of it, a

long and laborious application was not neceffary. Phi-,

larch was no foldier •, his tranilator le fa fo : it cfcaped

both the one and the ojdier, that Philopoemen was as

learned as the greateft part of the Grecian Generals,

and that he applied himfelf to the ftudy of philofophy

and hiftory, fo neceffary for military men. Why, thei^

be offended that a man ihould apply and give himfelf

entirely up to the ftudy of the fciences which have a re-

lation to his profemon ?—That of arms is not only moil

noble, but the moil extenfive and profound 5 confequent-

ly it demands the greateft application. What this great

Captain did to acquire the coup d'ceil, is extremely ne-

ceffary and important for the command of armies, on

which depend the glory and fafety of the State.

There is no doubt but that tactics, or the art of rang-

ing armies in the order of battle,, of encamping and

fighting them, is a moil royal attainment. What could

be the reafon that Hannibal ranked Pyrrhus king of the

Epirots, before Scipio, and immediately after Alexander,

although
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although the latter was certainly the ableft man ? It

was, doubtlefs, becaufe the firft excelled all mankind in

this great part of war, although Scipio did not yield to

him in this point, as he made appear at the battle of

Lama. Hannibal was lefs pra£Hfed in this branch than
the two others. Philopcemen faw that the ftudy of tac-

rics, and the treatifes of Evangelus, were of no ufe to

flim, unlefs he joined to them the coup d'ceil^ fo neceiTa-

ry to the general of an army. His method always pleaf-

ed me, and it is what I have ever pra&ifed in my jour-

neys, and in the camp ; for we ought not to wait for

the opportunity of war to acquire the caup d'cei./3 but it

may be learnt and obtained by the exercife of hunting.'

To attain this fcience, many things are necefTary. Se-

vere application to our profefiion is the bafis ; then a

certain method is to be adopted : Although that of this.

Grecian Captain is good, I think I have improved upon
.t, or at teaft discovered that which the Greek author

$as omitted to teach us more particularly. We are not

always at v/ar, nor is it to. be fuppofed that we can ren-

der burfelves able by experience alone, on which indeed

die capacity of the greater part of military men in thefe

ages is founded : it ferves to perfect us, but is fcarCely

if any ufe unlefs the ftudy of the principles accompany
it
N

; becaufe war being a fcience, it is impoffible to make
any progrefs without beginning with the ftudy of the

principles. Two ages of perpetual war would fcarcely

fuffice to furniih lights for our conduct : from the ex-

perience of facts, this ought to be left to fouls of an or-

dinary ftamp, and more compendious methods be. pro-

vided for great Captains to mount to the fummit of glo-

ry, wilhout being indebted for it to the capacity of o-

thers, which is not always to be met with. It is, then,

neCefiary to ftudy war before we engage in it, and to

apply ourfelves incefTantly after we are engaged in it. I

have before faid, that we are not always at war ; and I

may add, that armies are not always drawn together ii^

a body, or in motion. They are for fix: months at leaft

tfcet iii winter quarters j and fix months are not fuflici-
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erit to form the coup d'ceil of war. It is true, that a great

deal more is to be learnt in marches, in. forages, and in',

the different camps and pods which armies occupy : the,

ideas become more clear and capable to judge of, and

reflect: on, the country we fee •, but this does not prevent

us from making ufe of it, by the afliftance of good fenfe,

on other occafions than when in armies ; or from re-

fining our judgment and eye, either by hunting, or on

our journeys :-—this I can fpeak of from experience.

Nothing contributes more to form the coup d'ceil, than

the exercife of hunting j for, befides giving us a thorough

knowledge of the country, and of the different fituations,

which are infinite, and never the fame, it teaches us a

tlioufand dratagems and other things relative to war.

But the principle is the knowledge of the objects that

form the coup d'oeil> without our being fenfible of it ; and
if we practice it with this intention, we may with the

addition of a very few reflections, acquire the greateft

and molt important qualification of a general of an

army.

The great Cyrus, in giving himfelf entirely up to hunt-

ing in his younger years, had the pleafure of it lefs in

view than the defign of qualifying himfelf for war and

the command of armies. Xenophon, who wrote his

life, does not leave us in the lead doubt on this head-

He fays, that this great man, on his preparing for war
with the king of Armenia, reafoned upon this expediti-

on as if the queiiion had been of a party of hunting in

a mountainous country. He explained himfelf thus to.

Chryfantes, one of his general officers, whom he had
detached into the roughed parts, and the mod difficult

vallies, in order to gain the entrances and iffues, and to

cut off all retreat to the enemy. w Imagine," fays he,

" that it is a chace we are engaged in, and that it is al-

lotted to thee to watch at the toils, whild I beat the

country. Above all, remember not to begin the chace

before all the paflages are occupied, and that thofe who
are placed in ambufcade be not feen, left they mould"

frighten the game. Take care not to engage thyfelf too

far
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far in the woods, from whence thou mlghteft find it dif-

ficult to extricate thyfelf j and command your guides,

unlefs they could indeed fhorten the diftances, to conducl:

you by the -belt roads, which, with refpe£t to armies, are

always the fliarteft."

Whether or not Xenophon, in his hiftory of Cyrus, has

run into romance in order to give us an abridgment of

the military fcience treated hiftorically, is a matter of no
great importance, provided that all it contains relative to

this fcience be juft and folid. His intention is to con-

vince us that hunting leads us to the knowledge of many
things neceffary to be known—that it is a becoming
amufement, and extremely neceffary to thofe who are

either born to command or to obey ; becaufe it enures

us to bear the fatigue of war, ftrengthens the conitituti-

on, and forms the coup cfceil; for an exa£fc knowledge
of a certain extent of country, facilitates that of others,

if he but fees it in the flightefl manner. It is impoflible,

although they are widely different, that there mould not

be ibme conformity betwixt them y and the perfect know-
ledge of one (fays Machiavel in his political difcourfes)

leads to that of another. On the contrary, thofe who are

not trained in this practice, have the greateft difficulty

to acquire it j whilft the others, by a fingie glance of the

eye, can afeertain the extent of a plain, the height of a

mountain, the depth, breadth, and termination of a val-

ley, and all the circum(lances of the nature of the differ-

ent grounds to which they are accuftomed by habit and
experience. I do not believe that any other author,

than this I have quoted, has treated of this matter.

The remainder is excellent ; I (hall beg leave to tran-

fcribe it.

" Nothing is more true," continues he, "than what I

here advance, if we may give credit to Titus Livius, and
the example he prefents to our eyes in the perfon of
Publius Decius, who was Tribune in the Roman army,
commanded by the Conful Cornelius, againft the Sam-
nites. It happened that this General fuffered himfelf to

be puttied into a valley, where the enemy might have
G pent



( 62 )

pent -him up. In this extremity, Decius fays to the

Conful, " Don't you perceive yonder eminence, which
commands the enemy ? This is the poll that alone can

extricate us, if we do not lofe a fmgle moment in ma-r*

king ourfelves mailer of it, as the Samnites have been
fo blind as to abandon it." But before Decius addrelfed

himfelf in this manner to the Conful, he had difcovered

through the wood, a hill which commanded the camp of

the enemy ; that it was fteep, and of a pretty difficult

accefs for heavy armed troops, but practicable enough to

the light infantry. That the Conful ordered the Tribune

to take poffeflion of it with three thoufand men, that he

had configned to him ; which having happily executed,

the whole army retreated in order to put themfelves in

a place of fafety. That he ordered fame few of his

people to follow, whilft there was yet fome remains of

day-light, in order to difcover the pafies guarded by the.

enemy, and thofe by which a retreat might be made
j

and he went to reconnoitre, difguifed in the habit of a

common foldier, that the Samnites might not perceive

that it was a general officer who was on the fcout."

"If we rene£t," continues Machiavel, " upon what

Titus Livius here fays, we ihall fee how neceffary it is

for a good General to be able to judge of the nature of a

country ; for if Decius had not pofiefled this talent, he

would not have known how advantageous the pofleffion

of this hill mud have been to the Romans.;, and he

would have been incapable of discovering, at a diftance,

whether it was of eafy or difficult accefs. When, after-

wards, he had made himfelf mafter of it, and when the

point was to rejoin the Conful, he would not have been

able, at a diftance, to difcover which polls were guarded

by the enemy, and thofe by which a retreat was practi-

cable. Decius, therefore, muft certainly have been very

intelligent in thefe fort of matters •, for otherwife he could

.

not have faved the Roman army by pofiefling himfelf of

this hill, and afterwards extricated himfelf from the ene-

my, who "had furrounded him."

There
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There are very few military men who are capable of

drawing, from an hiitorical fact, fuch obfervations as

thefe I have cited from Machiavel : the moft confum-

taate mailer in the profeflion could do no more. I am
not at all furprized at it ; a profound and well digelted

ftudy of hiitory necefTarily leads us to the knowledge of

an infinity of things, which enable us to judge foundly

and folidly of all. The ilndy of politics, of which hifto-

Xf is the bafts, is a powerful means of perfecting our

underftanding and judgment.

The political and military difcourfes of this author, on

the Decades of Livy, are an immortal work. I think

them worthy the curiolity of all military men—of being

attentively read and well digefted. His life of Caftruc-

ciom, one of the greater! Captains of his age, though

not very much known, is not lei's admirable. It is eve-

ry where ornamented with curious and very inftrudHve

Facls *, and filled with military renections and obfervati-

aas which few people are capable of making. So hap-

ly a turn had this man for the profeihon of arms, (ex-

cepting his book on the article of war, which does not

io him a great deal of honour, although it is pillaged

"rom Vegetius) he is admirable iri "all. "He lived at a

:ime when Italy was fo agitated with trouble, inteftme

md foreign wars, that we mull not be furprifed if a man
)f fenfe and judgment, and learned befides, was equal to

b noble a performance j becaufe, as he was on the fcene

)f action, he had the means of obtaining the moft excel-

ent materials, and of convening with officers who had

H'erved in thefe wars.

A PICTURE OF THE COUNTESS OF

THE Cotmtefs has, what we fee feldom united in

the fame woman, vivacity and tendernefs, dignity

>f perfon and feminine foftnefs. She is tall, and exqui-

itely fhaped. She is of an amiable and commanding af-

>ect. Her eyes are of the languiihing Englifh bl«e> but

of
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of the Grecian largenefs and contour. Her forehead is

of a poiifh and formation not to be matched. Her lips

are full and ripe, from which iffues a breath which
would create deiires in age and coldnefs. Her neck is

of fuch a colour and fymmetry as to make us curfe invidi-

ous cuilom for preventing us gazing on the whole of fo

amiable a piece of workmanfhip. Her fidn is of a finooth-

nefs that the frighten: contact of it thrills through every

pore, and beats alarm to a thoufand wifhes. Her perfort

is rather ample •, but we could not confent to its dimi-

nution, left fome grace or beauty mould be loft.

No man has feen her laugh •, but fhe fmiles frequently.

Her fmiles feem rather to be the refult of an inclination

to make thofe about her cheerful and happy, than of

any inherent gaiety of difpofition in herfelf. She has, at

times, a dam of melancholy in her countenance, which is

more becoming than her fmiles. Thefe fhort fymptoms

of melancholy I mould attribute to her vacancy of heart,

to her want of fome one objecl: upon which fhe may fix

her affections j a necemty which Nature has impofed

upon Woman for a wife purpofe—the perpetuation of

the human race.

She has faults 3 but her faults feem to be. acquired

—

her virtues a native inheritance. She is fo general, that

it almoft -amounts to coquetry. She makes too little di-

ftmction betwixt the men of merit and fenfe, and the

fool ifh and undeferving. She can cruelly fuifer the fin-

cere relpectiul lover to languifh without a glimmer oi

hope, and give encouragement to the aflured, indifferent

coxcomb, who would boaft of favours which fhe is,

perhaps, determined to confer on no man. She hat

the appearance of being fo fatisned with thefe reptiles,

that you would fufpe£fc her underftanding, did not ever)

fentence which (lie utters correct this miftake. She ma)

be accufed in this, of ingratitude towards her benefac-

trefs, Nature, who bellowed on her fuch uncommon ta-

lents, not to be hebetated by the galimatias of fools, but

by a proper application of her time, to be perfected int(

: mental endowments proportionable to her perfona

charms.
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charms. She acts wifely in being cautious of a fecond

marriage, as the great fortune which fhe is poffefFed of,

muft render it difficult for her to diftinguifh who courts

her riches, who herfelf. But the man who fhall be hap-

py enough to obtain her, will do well to hurry his prize

to fome retreat from the great world, as the facility

which I complain of might create him much uneafinefs ;

for it is an eternal truth, that great love, and fome de-

gree of jealoufy, are infeparable. There thou mighteft,

envied mortal ! enjoy perpetual happinefs ; if candour,

Franknefs, good nature, underftanding and beauty could

make thee happy.

^N ACCOUNT OF A CONVERSATION,. CHIEFLY RELATIVE
TO THE ARMT.

SOME time ago, I made one of a company of officers,

whofe converfation was not confined, as is too much
he cuftom of gentlemen of our profeifion, to buckles, but-

tons, garters, grenadier-caps, or, what is little better, the

figure thatfuch or fuch a regiment made in their puerile

reviews for the amufement of royal majlers and miffes, great

indfinally in Hyde Park, or on Wimbleton Common ; our
fifcourfe fell upon the hiftory of England, and the re-

[pe&ive merits of the different hiftorians.

A young fubaltern, who feemed to have great fire and
rentiment, and with more reading than young fubaltems

are generally mailers of, was extremely bitter on Mr.
Hume : he loaded him with a thoufand opprobriums ;

lie ftiled him a fophift, a jefuit, a theiitical champion of

icfpotifm, who had dethroned the God of Heaven, and
ileified the fceptered monfters of the earth. The young
man was taken up by a grey-headed field-officer, who
was fo warm a partizan of Mr. Hume's, that he leaned
not only towards abfolute (or in his favourite author's

terms) pure unmixed monarchy, but vifibly towards jacc-
bitifm. He fpoke of Charles the Firft with an idola-

trous reverence, and of all his opponents with the greateft

G 2 horrot
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liorror and indignation : this led him to a great deal of
abufe on Mrs. M'Cawley ; he lamented that a compofi-
iion of this nature was fuffered to be publifhed, which
muft inflil the mofl damnable republican principles into

the minds of our youth ; that it already had diminimed
that refpecl: to royalty fo neceffary to be kept up : and
that the young gentleman who fpoke lad had furnifhed

us with an inftance, that the army had not efcaped the

contagion—a moil alarming confideration ! as their dif-

refpecl: to crowned heads was not manifefled alone by
opinions injurious to the royal martyr, but that feveral

^pf them had frequently in their converfations declared

their difapprobation of fome part of the prefent reign •>

that fuch fentiments, and fuch language, were not only

repugnant to the fpirit of our military laws, but indecent

and ungrateful in thofe whb eat his Majeflys bread.—
This he uttered with fo much emphafis, that the greateir.

part of the company was terrified into filence j and the

young fubaltern began to think he had been guilty in

y fome meafure of treafon, and, 1 I believe, would 'have'

prevaricated himfelf into other fentiments than thofe he
had profeffed, had I not taken up his caufe, jnftiiied all

he had advanced, and encouraged him to foiler the noble

principles he had imbibed. I demanded of our veteran

to explain his meaning in faying that we eat his Majcjl^s

bread ; whence had his Majefty drawn funds to feed fo

many mouths ? Were coffers of gold transported from

his perfonai eftates in Germany ? or, had he difcovered

in his gardens at Kew, treafures fufficient for fuch prodi-

gious munificence ? Were the officers of the army for-

lorn and ftarving in the Streets, without patrimony, re-

lations and friends ; cut off, by their country, from all

means of fupporting themfelves ; in a word, precluded

from all poflibilities, prefented to other members of fo-

ciety, of procuring a livelihood ? Had his Majefty found

the whole body of us in this wretched, defperate fitua-

iion, and out of the vaft benevolence of his foul, and at

his own individual expence, without the leaft incum-

l ranee to the nation* redeemed us from hunger and nak-

ednefs5
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etfiiefs, fed us comfortably, clothed us in fmart red coats.,

put fwords by our fides, and erected us into the condition

of gentlemen ? I faid, if thefe things could be proved, but

on no other terms, I would agree with the gentleman who
fpoke lad, that we really did eat the kings bread, and that

we were perhaps in duty bound to approve all his mea-
fures,and all thofe of his minifters,whetherright orwrong,

glorious or inglorious, falutary gi pernicious.—But on the

other hand, if we conudered ourfelves, as we really were,

only as a clafs of one great free people, fegregated from

the reft into this diftincl clafs, and fubje&ed to particu-

lar laws neceffary for the maintenance of military order

and difcipiine, without which we could not anfwer die

ends of our inftitution, that is, the im??iediate defence of
our mother country againfl foreign invaders, and the pre-

servation of our colonies and external poffejfions, the great

bafis and fupport of our commerce,"wealth, and marine,

confequently our national importance and independence : I

faid the King might be confidered, partly in the fame
predicament with the officers of the army, or the fleet,

viz. a great fervant ofthe community, or mafs of the peo-

ple, ordained andfubftjledfor the publicfer-vice ; with, this

difference, that each individual of the army, or fleet,

contributed as a citizen, and one cf the people, to his

fubilflence, as a foldier, or fervant of the great aggre-

gate, of which he himfelf, in another fenfe, formed a

part ; whereas the king was fimpiy a receiver ; in no
refpecl: a contributor ; fo that it might in facT: be faid

with more propriety, that the king eat the officers of the

army's bread, than that the officers of the army eat the

king's. I confefied that his Majefty, as one branch of

the legiflature, and executive magiftrate, was entitled to

a very high degree of reverence from foldiers as well as

other citizens, as long as he fulfilled the duties of his

ftation \ but that ftill a higher degree of reverence and
attachment was due to the freedom, laws, profperity and
glory of our country, than perfonally to the firft magif-

trate, let him fill his office ever fo worthily. When it

was remembered, I added, that the prefent reigning fa-

mily
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mllf had been taken from a German electorate, not ths?

moll confiderable, exalted to the head of a mighty em-
pire, endowed "with adequate revenues, and invefted

with the godlike powers of executing juftice, but foften-

iag its rigours, of dealing out mercy, but reftrained from
evil -, I faid, when thefe things were remembered, mould
his prefent majefty, or any of his fucceffors, pervert the

power granted by the generofity and confidence of the

people, to the prejudice or diihonour of the people, the

officers of the army, no more than any other clafs of

citizens, could not be taxed with ingratitude, or inde-

cency, in cenfuring their prince, but the prince in fur-

niihing matter of cenfure.—The old field-officer began

to foften : he -confeiTed that his expreffion with refpecl:

to the officer's eating his Majefty's bread was improper \

but ftill infilled, that the army ought to be more referv-

ed in their cenfure than any other order of men, as they

feemed to be held in higher efleem by the prefent Court

than any other order. In this again I totally differed

from the old gentleman. I afferted it was the reverfe ;

that the army had been treated through the whole pre^

fent reign, both individually and collectively, with more
contempt and ingratitude than in any reign of any age

or any country 5 that the ill ufage of the army had not

been confined to the living, it had extended to the dead.

To begin with Mr. Wolfe, to whofe valour and conduct

we owed the acquififeion of a mighty empire, how irre-

verently had his allies been treated by government I The
nation had indeed gratefully and generoufly voted a mo-
nument to their hero ; the nation had paid the money,
but unfortunately his majefty's miniilers were .the trus-

tees : to this day therefore we fee no monument erected ;.

the money raifed on the people for this purpofe, having

probably been converted to the ui'e of fome living wor-
thies, not very far diitant from Weftminfter Abbey.

But they were not fatisned with depriving the hero of

thefe trophies ; they had piqued themfelves in adding

every infult to his memory. The man who had ferved,

or rather difierved, under him j who had ihewn activity

only
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drily in embarrarTiiYg his counfels, impeding his mea*
fures, and labouring to defeat his purpofes ; who had'

{trained his hardbound wit to throw a ridicule on his

condu£t ; who, whenever he could find an audience paf-

five and bafe enough to his mind, had poured forth tor-

rents of abufe, and endeavoured to raife a fpirit of fac-

tion and mutiny in others, equal to that ftirred up in his

own bread, by the daemon of envy ; who, after his glo-

rious death, had not paid the flighted tribute of refpecl:

to his memory, or of ceremony tains remains *, who
had attempted to filch his laurels iffi the Jbelf, and put

them in his pocket : This man, I faid, had been loaded

with the higheft preferments, and the greateft honours,

(if any thing which flows from fuch a court can be

deemed honours) which our court has to beftow.—Let

us next obferve how the brave Band, who conquered

, under him, and indeed the whole American army, had
been recompenfed, officers andjolliers. The firft inftance

of gratitude exhibited by our government, was the de-

priving them of their provifion, without which it is al-

mofl impoffible that an American foldier mould fubfift

:

the vaft confumption of neceiTaries occasioned by the

nature of that hard fervice, from clearing communica-
tions, building bridges and forts, but above all from
tranfporting proviGons, ammunition and artillery up the

rivers, and the enhanced price of thefe neceiiaries, as

they all come from England, by .the freight and profit

of the merchants, put an American foldier, although

allowed provifion, in a worfe condition than an Europe-

an without it ; particularly when we confider, that an

European foldier is paid for all king's or public works,

which in America was not the cafe. But the cruelty

of this meafure was not all : it was flagitious ; it was
a breach of compact, at leaft with refpecl: to a great part

of the army—the volunteer drafts from England, the

v/hole body of royal Americans, and every man recruit-

ed in America, v/ere engaged on abfolute exprefs condi-

tions of being allowed provifion. Travelling from North
America to the Well Indies, the tendernefs of the pre-

fent
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fent reign displayed towards the foldiery is {liH -triors

ft'riking *, the diilribution of the plunder of the Havana
nah is fo notorious that it would be impertinent to men-
tion it; but the motives of this diilribution are fo curi-

ous, that it is difficult not frequently to recur to them.

They were thefe : The Earl of Bute and his great ad*

juncl lived in perpetual apprehenfions of the late Duke
of Cumberland; the iirmnefs of the man, his known
courage, his good fenfe, but. above all his principles and

attachment to the welfare and honour of his country,-..

rendered him an object of terror to thofe who were de-

termined to facrilice every thing to the maintenance of

their own power and authority—-after having revolved

in their minds what was the moil probable method of

foftenmg this bar to their fchemes into fome complacen-

cy, it was concluded, that t<> win this favourite, was the

plan of the mofl promifing afpetl. 4

The expedition againft the Havannah was at this time

refoived upon ; the troops and fleet were in readinefs

;

my lord of Albemarle was on -this principle appointed to

the command, and on this principle fo enormouily en-

riched .at the expence of the labour* health and blood of
.

the .mofl noble deferring army that this, or perhaps any

other country, has been ever ferved by.. His lordfhip

and his family were indeed aggrandized •, but the great

views of the diflributers were happily difappointed. The

Duke of Cumberland perfilled in his integrity, and con-

tinued an honeft zealous citizen until the fatal moment
when he was matched away from his country. I think,

without 'rant or exaggeration, it may be termed a fatal

moment :—he was indifputably a valuable true Englifh-

man : he had, in the early parts of his life, through an

crrer zeal for reforming the army from the miferable con-

dition in which he found them, projected fchemes not

unexceptionable ; but this mull be afcribed to a defer-

ence which he paid to the opinion of men infinitely in-

ferior to himfelf, both in virtue und talents : but in his

latter years, his great and good qualities demonftrated

themfelves fo fully, that we may fairly conclude, had
fate
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fate fpared him, he might at lead have checked the toi>

rent of thofe bitter waters broke in upon us from their

accurfed fource of Carleton-Houfe.—But before I take

leaye of America, I cannot help obferving the extraor-

dinary attention paid to the oflicers and foldiers in the

allotment of lands ; it would be endlefs to enter into

the detail of the royal or minifterial (for thefe terms have
been of late fo confounded together that it is puzzling

:o diftinguifh them) bounty in this particular ; I fhall

•nftance one or two which may fufhce for the whole.

It had long been fuppofed that the ifland of St. John's

n the gulph of St. Lawrence, would have been a pro-

itable pofleffion. A fet of officers of the land and fea

ervice, laid out a plan for the fettlement of it. They
irefented it to Government, and petitioned a grant of

t. The grant was promifed. The officers dangled from
lay to day for the fulfilling of this promife. They were
huffied from the Admiralty to the Board of Trade, from
he Board of Trade to the Admiralty, from an Egmont to

n Hillfborough, from an Hillfborough to an Egmont,
or the fpace, I believe, of three years. Egmont accufes

lillfborough as the caufe of this delay, Hillfborough

ccufes Egmont ; his Majefty flands neuter betwixt thefe

wo righteous perfonages.

The Officers danced attendance until they found them-
slves on the threfhold cf a jail j but at length it is de-

ided : The officers who were the original petitioners,

ot half a lot. Mr. Touchit, or Touchat (for I have not

Ire honour of knowing how he fpells his name) fome
ourt furgeons, and every kind of court retainer, who
rinks it worth his while to hint that he has no objection

j an American pofTeffion, is gratified with a whole lot.

Another fociety of officers had folicited a grant of

imds on the river St. Lawrence, which they undertook
) fettle ; this was flatly refufed.

Another fociety folicited for lands on the lower parts

f the Illinois, Ohio, or on the Miffiffippi : that was like-

nfe rejected ; but from what motives it is impoffible

> define, unlefs they fuppofe that foldiers inverted with

a little



( 72 )

» little landed -'property, would not be fo readily induced

to a£t as the mitr.uments of the oppreihon of their fel-

low fijfoj efts, as thofe whofe views are folely turned, if

not reduced, to fartherpromotion ; and ifreduced, to full,

pay. And here I am afraid the underftandings of our
1

profeflion mult appear dreadfully low, when they can

be dupes to the hopes of promotion.

Let them reflecl: for a moment on the mode of beftows..

ing, fince the peace, the only commhTions which by mi-

litary men can be efteemed objects •, I mean regiments,

and lieutenant colonelcies ; and I will venture to afHrm,

that not four of each have been bellowed on men who,
in the opinion of thofe who have ferved with them, have

the femblance of a title. That the army on the Englifh

and on the Irifn eftablifhment, and the fleet on the home
and foreign (rations, have been confidered by our court

as the precious means of corrupting us from our. duty

as citizens ; that a plea of merit in general, or any par*

ticular action, of wounds, lofs of health or limbs by a

courfedf hard iervices, has been confidered as afymptom
of lunacy. And I have heard lay, cur incomparable Secre-

tary at "War values himfelf not a little for his humanity,

in not fumg for ftatutes to confine. the wretches who
can oufh their extravagance to iuch a height as to. make
thefe pleas. It will perhaps be laid, that jobs are not the

growth of this reign 5 that jobs ever were, and ever

will be, in a government like ours. But allowing jobs to

have been, I cannot think iniquity is to be juliifyed by

precedent , and furely iniquitous precedents are very un-

gracefully quoted in a reign which was announced from

its commencement to be that of virtue, purity, and righ-j

teoufnefs.

As to the army that ferved in Germany, it is true they

have not been fo very grofsly treated as the American.

There were moments when Lord Granby would not

cede to our gracious Secretary at War. There were

moments when, as our ingenious court termed it, he

was obftinate and impracticable ; that is, there were

moments when, he infilled pn fome regard being paid to

thofe
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thofe who had deferved of their country ; but thefe mo*
ments unfortunately occurred but too feldbm. His faci-

lity and complacence to the wickednefs of the Court,

preponderated over his natural love of juftice. In fhort,

the patronage of the army was left to a Barrington, by

whom valour, fenfe and integrity muft naturally be pro-

fcribed, as he muft fufpecl: that no man can poffefs them
without being an enemy to their contraries, which are-

the undifputed attributes of his Lordfhip.

From this long digreffion on the obligations of the ar-

my to the prefent Court, on the extraordinary efleem in

which the military has been held through the whole

courfe of the prefent reign, we returned to our original

topic, the merit of the different hiftorians.

I joined the young fubaltern inhisencomiumson Mrs.

M'Cawley, I challenged the old field-officer to point

out a fufpicious authority that fhe had quoted ; to pro-

duce a fingle comment which did not correfpond with

the facl:s. I afferted, that her inferences were fairly drawn
from her premifes ) and that there could not be traced

x

the fhadow of partiality in the long feries of her hiftory,

unlefs a zeaj for true liberty, and the rights of her coun-

try and of mankind, may be termed partiality. I aver-

ted, that Hume was the reverfe in all refpe£ts ; that he
produced little, and that very fufpicious, authority *, that

his comments did not agree whith his fa£ts, the effects

not deducible from the caufe. Upon the whole, what I

faidon the fubjeCt. of James's hiftory, and of the charac-

ter of his favourite Charles, was fo fatisfa£t.ory to the

.company, that they requefted me to digefl what J offer-

ed, and to prefent it to the public.

AN EPISTLE TO DAVID HUME, Esq.

Sir,

IN reading hiftory, nothing has fo frequently fhocked
me as the difrefpeclful and irreverent manner in

which divers writers have fpoke of crowned heads. Ma-
,ny princes, it muft be owned, have a&ed, in fome inftan-

H ces,
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Ces, not altogether as we could wifh •, but it is the duty

of every honeft man, and friend to royalty, the great

fource of human happinefs, to draw a veil over their

weaknefs \ and if not able entirely to juflify fome parts

of their conduct, he may at lean:, by the aid of certain

managed terms, and decentfopenings, in a great meafure

prevent the evil effecTis which a coarfe, and I may fay

barbarous relation of fa£ts is apt to have on weak and

vulgar minds. The paffion, prejudice, and party heat of

feveral who (lyle themfelves hiftorians, have, I make nq
doubt, been the principal caufes of the numberlefs mur-?

murs, infurre£tions, rebellions, dethronements, expulfi-

ons, regicides, which have difgraced the hiitory of man^
kind, and more particularly of this infatuated country.

On this principle. Sir, you will readily believe, that

the fatisfaction I have received from your incomparable

Hillory of the Houfe of the. Stuarts, is of the higher]:

kind •, that I have perufed it, and re-perufed it a thoufand

times, and always with freih pleafure ; and that I ar?

dently wifh the youth of our country were never fuffered

to read any other ; a rule which I am charmed to hear

is obferved by the moil exalted perfonage in the kingdom,

as well in virtue as in rank, whenever he condescends to

unbend his mind from his fevere fludies and occupations

by dipping into the annals of his predecefTors ; and it is to

this rule, perhaps, that we are indebtedibr the prodigious

enlargement of his mind, info tender an age that all' Eu-

rope Hands aftoniihed at it.

How complaifant, how gentle, how guarded, how
humane, hqw polite are your phrafes, in laying before

us the tranfa£tions of thofe good, though perhaps mif-

guided, princes ! How calculated are your comments to

mitigate the feditious fpirit of the mad multitude 1 Had
vou written an hundred years ago, I am perfuaded you

would not only have preyented the growth of thofe horri-

ble opinions, (alas ! too prevalent) That kings are not

only refponnble, but punilhable for their delinquencies

toward their people •, that Charles the Firfb met with

po harder fate than he deferved, and that his two fons

ought|
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Ought, in juflice, to have made the fame exit. I fay,

Sir, had you written an hundred years ago, you might

not only have prevented the growth of fuch monftrous

notions, but, probably, have checked thofe furious prin-

ciples-, which ended in driving from the throne of his an-

ceitors, to the indelible difgrace of thefe nations, a prince

replete with every royal virtue.

In fhort, Sir, I am {o much in love with the fcheme

of your hirtory, I am fo convinced that no talk can be

equally laudable in a philofopher, an hiftorian, and a

gentleman, as to endeavour to eradicate from the mir)ds

of our youth all prejudices and prepoiTefhons againft the

jnemory of deceafed, and the character of living princes ;

and, by obviating the cavils and malice of republican

writers, to infpire mankind with more candour in judg-

ing of the actions and government of fovereigns, that I

am determined to follow fo bright an example, and ex-

ert the utmeft of my zeal, fkill, and abilities (indeed

far fhort of yours) to refcue from the unmerited odium
under which they lie, two much injured characters in

hifiory j I mean the Emperor Claudius Carfar, and his

immediate jCuccedbr Nero, whofe foibles and iii^ifcreti-.

ons have been fwelled up into vices, by the aujlerity

Tind malevolence of Tacitus, Suetonius, and others (the

Rapins, Ludlows, and M'Cawleys of thofe days) who
wrote under fucceeding monarchs of a different family 5

but as the motives for fuch virulent proceedings are now
ceafed, and as men's minds ought to be a little cooler,

we may venture to pronounce the difpofition of thefe:

princes (though I do not think they were faultlefs, or
altogether well-advifed) to have been good.

Should the ungenerous and bigots in party raife a cla-

mour, fhould they exclaim that its being a pander to

defpotifm, and an enemy to the rights of humanity, the
endeavouring to glofs over vices and enormities fo ma-
nifeft, as they pretend, by a concurrence of facts,

ouched by the moll authentic records, I mall confole
myfelf, Sir, with your approbation, and that of the ge-
nerous few who think with you, and mall flatter myfelf

that
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that the attempt, whatever may be the merit of the exe-

cution, will recommend me, along with the Smollets,

Scotts, Murphys, and Johnfons, to the notice of a
court, which feems to pique itfelf in rewarding the cham-
pions and apologifts, of unpopular men and meafures/
in proportion as their labours are unfuccefsful with the

narrow-minded public.

Yours* &c.

A POLltlCAL ESSAY.

ON leaving fchool, I thought it right to get fome
acquaintance with the hiftory of England ; for

the fchool where I was brought up was guilty, in com-
mon with all other fchools, of the fhameful neglect of

fufFering the boys to remain in utter ignorance of the

laws, conftitution, and tranfaclions of their own country j

fome knowledge of which is certainly of more import-

ance, at leall in a government like ours, than the being

able to fcan the flattering verfifyers of Auguftus's age.

Rapin, accidentally, was the flrfl hiftorian that fell

into my hands. Notwithftanding his length, I read him
through with great attention, which was more particu-

larly engaged when I came to thofe parts which treat of

our feveral civil wars ; but the great one of the year

1 640, interefted me more fenfibly than the antecedent.

And I cannot exprefs how much I was amazed in find-

ing the character of Charles the Firft fo little agree with

the notions I had conceived of him, from his being ftyled

a Martyr *, from the folemn obfervance of the 30th of

January, in order to avert the wrath of the Almighty for

that horrible parricide ; from the epithets of good, vh>
tuous, pious, blefled, which were perpetually beftowed

on him, not only by the old houfe-keeper, the maid-fer-

vants, but by the mafter, ufher, and all the clergy who
happened to difcourfe on this fubjecl; in my hearing. In

the holidays, when we went home, my mother, grand-

mother, and all their female acquaintance, rung the fame

in my ears. On
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i On.theperufalof Rapin I was, therefore, fhangely

puzzled and confounded to find this virtuous, pious,

blefled, holy martyr, metamorphofed into an obftinate,

duTembling, perfidious tyrant •, and that the men whom
I had been taught to execrate as rebels, traytors, parri-

cides, Ihould, for the greater part, appear the champi-

ons of the laws of their country and the rights of man-

kind, fraught with truth, valour, integrity, and every

attribute which can render mortal men the objects of

veneration.

I had no method of accounting for this, but by con-

cluding my hiftorian guilty of the moft egregious parti-

ality, that he muft have miftated, or difguifed the fads

to an enormous degree ; for as to his comments, they

appeared judicious, natural and fair, allowing the facts

to be juftly dated. I defired all thole whom I thought

more knowing and wife than myfelf, to folve thefe diffi-

culties. Some few of them averred that Charles was not

at ail better than what he was reprefented by Rapin ;

but far the greater number allured me, that Rapin

was a lying French Prefbyterian, partial, unjuft, mali-

cious, that no credit was given to him by men of judg-

ment and knowledge, and that he was never fpoke of

with common patience by thofe who have any generous

fentimeiits. They a^vifed me, by all means, to go to the

fountain-head of in jrmation on this fubject, the great

Clarendon ; that t

' Ihould fee the facts related clear-

ly and honeftly, the comments fenfible and candid, the

Caufes and effects congruous, the fpring of every action

laid open, the views and characters of the actors pain-

ted in their proper colours, by one who had himfeif played

a principal part, or, at leaft, feen every thing that had
palled behind the fcenes ; one, whofe authority was in-

conteftible from his character for truth and integrity. '

I accordingly procured a Clarendon, not only read

him with attention, but ftudied him with accuracy : arid,

behold the refult ! it was an entire, complete difappoirit-

ment in every circumfcance : inflead of carrying the

conviction which I expected, it appeared to me one

K % #ernd



( 78 )

eternal periphrafis fubdivided into afetioA? without au-

thority, childiih ifs without probable fuppofitions, and
tortured inferences from miftated or defalcated facls,

With endlefs begging the queftions. The epithets can-

did, fincere, virtuous, pious, were very liberally bellowed

on him, whofe caufe he intends to plead ; and not a

Cngle inflanee of candor, fincerity, or virtue is given

•through, the whole courfe of his hiftory, unlefs exceffive

bigotry to epifcopacy, and a fpirit of perfecuting all other

proteftant fe£ls, is to be conitrued piety. In mort, my
averfion to Charles wa3 rather confirmed than transfer-

red to the other party by the perufal of Lord Clarendon.

I here difcerned very plainly, why the epifcopal clergy

ibculd have made a Saint and a Martyr of him. His
exceffive attachment to their order, and the great facriii-

jpes he made to them, are undoubtedly very fubftantial

titles to canonization, and the crown of martyrdom •, but

the zeal and reverence with which a multitude of others,

who are quite indifferent to modes of worihip, and feme

who feem defirous there mould be none at all, ftill con-

tinue to fpeak of this prince, and the indignation and

horror with which they fpeak of his opponents, I con-

fefs is with me a matter of wonder. I know very well,

that the impreffions we receive in our childhood fink

deep, and that thefe impreffions, whether we receive them

from our nurfes, grandmother, or the parfon of the pa-

rifli ; whether they concern ghofts, or hobgoblins, a de-

vil, or a faint, a tyrant, or a martyr, are with difficulty

effaced 5 but that thofe who have got rid of thofe nar-

row fuperftitious prejudices, mould ftill retain, in their

utmoft force, their prepofTefiions with refpe£t to their

royal mailer, is fomething fupernaturaL I have long

endeavoured to account for this, and am apt to conclude,

that it muft be afcribed.to the Angularity of his fate.—

A king tried and condemned by his own fubje£is is cer-

tainly a fingular cafe, the lingularity of his fate has cre-

ated pity, and pity ever generates love and affection.

—

The Marquis of Beecaria, in his incomparable tieatife

on Grimes and Punhnments, is of-opinion* that a com-
*'•;'.: >

'> munity
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jnunity ought to punifh with death fuch criminals only

whofe exiftence is abfolutely pernicious to the communi-
ty ; if his reafoning is juft, a criminal king is almoft the

only criminal on whom death ought to be inflicted, as

his exiftence (if not always abfolutely deftructive) is un-

doubtedly highly dangerous to fociety. Tarquin was
only expelled *, Tarquin's exiftence. was nearly deftruc-

tive to Rome •, an eternal war and confpiracies within

the walls, which brought Rome into the extremeft peril,

were the confequences of the tyrant's exiftence ; and the

death of the tyrant/imply> unlefs it hath been accompa-

nied with that of his fons, would not have injured the

tranquillity and fecurity of Rome.
\ On this principle, fome of the Grecian States liad

laws levelled, not only againft the lives of thofe who
fhould erecl themfelves into the tyrans of their country,

but enjoining the extirpation of their whole race ; and
thefe were wife and humane laws, becaufe they werene-
cefiary for the good of the whole, for the facrifice of a

fingle family for the prefervation of millions is indifputa-

bly humanity. James thefecond was expelled like Tar-
quin, but he and his fons were fuffered to efcape with

their lives ; the confequences of their being fuffered to

efcape were three rebellions, which not only threatened

immediate deftruccion to thefe nations, but endangered
the liberties of Eurbpe. It* is true, thefe rebellions were
•defeated in their immediate purpofes, but the exiftence of

the Stuart race hath laid, too certainly, I am afraid, the

feeds of our defhuction. Their exiftence has furnifhed

the minifters of the family, which was called in for our

prefervation, with pretexts for arming the family of our

prefervers, with the means of deftroying us ; for it is

impoflible to fuppofe that the nation could have been
brought to acquiefce in mortgaging the national proper-

ty, without any vifible national purpofes, unlefs they

had imagined that national debts were a fecurity againft

the return of the dreaded Stuarts ; and it is impofhble

to fuppofe, that the people could have been fo far

imputed upon, as to fuffer their reprefentatives to vote

themfelves
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themfejyes* feptennial from triennial, unlefs they had

been perfuaded, that a feptennial parliament formed a

ftronger barrier againft the return of the Stuarts than

a triennial ; and it is ftill a greater abfurdity to fuppofe>

that a majority of landed gentlemen, of really well mean-
ing honeft Englithmen, could be infatuated, to fo great a

degree, as to fit down contentedly under the eftablifh-

ment of a {landing army, the gradual augmentation of it

to an enormous bulk, the interweaving of it (as it may be

faid) into our eonftitution, had not the fpe£tre of the Stu-

arts return continually danced before their eyes. Hence,

I think, without {training, it may be inferred, that the

pecuniary influence of the crown, feptennial parliaments

and a {landing army, (which unlefs fome great national-

calamity falls out to draw us back to our firll principles,

before the minds of our foldiery are totally debauched);

mull inevitably end in the deftruclion of our liberties \

and perhaps national independence, have been the fruits

of our miftaken cruel moderation, in fuffering a Tingle?

individual of the expelled family to remain in exiilenee.-

But- to return from this long digreffion to- the queftion^.

whether the ungularity of Charles the Firm's fate, tryed

and condemned by his own fubjeclsj is not one of " the-

principal caufes of his memory's being treated with fucbu

tendernefs and reverence. We will fuppofe a ca-fe *, but-

firfl; admitting Beccaria's pofition to be jufl, that a cv??r-

muniiy ought not to punijh tuith death any criminal' whofe :

exigence is not abfolutely pernicious , or highly dangerous~to

the community ; -and further, admitting that a criminal

king is the only criminal tuhofe exiflence can be pernicious

or highly dangerous. We will fuppofe, then, that there'

mould hereafter be formed a community, one of whofe

fundamental laws mould be, That capital punimments
mould be confined to delinquent kings ^alone ; that all

other delinquents,let their crimesbewhat theywill, mould;

be fent into exile 5 their estates, money, and goods con-'

fifcated to the ufe ofthe community. I will venture to

aflirm, that an hundred kings, lefs guilty than Charles"

the Firft, put to death:on the fcaffold, would not fnoek*

the humanity of the tenderef! nature. "We
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Wc \vill farther fuppofe, that after a feries of year's

adherence to this law, they mould at length, from a con-

currence of accidents, onfome very great emergency, de-

viate from it, and inflict the punishment levelled againfl

royal delinquents alone, on delinquents of an inferior

order, I will venture to affirm that the fpeclacle, from

its novelty, of a Jonathan Wild, a S ~h, or a * * *,

dangling on a gallows, would affect the paffers-by with

compamon, and prompt their ingenuity to devife apolo-

gies for the poor ftifferers \ though, previoufly to their

execution, the whole world had agreed on the transcen-

dency of their fiagitioufnefs, the incorrigibility of their

natures, and that no fate could be too fevere for their

merits. But although the Angularity of Charles's deftiny,

the prejudices foftered by the pious care of our nurfes

and the clergy, have greatly contributed to the falfe light

in which his conduct, morals, and general character ar£

feen, it could not have operated fo wonderfully alone

:

the addrefs and fophiftry of a fucceffion of our corrupt

citizens have been fet at work, to co-operate in mislead-

ing our judgment and blinding our understandings ; and
of this tribe the pre-eminence muft indifputably be given

to Mr. David Hume ; for the pompous anility (as I think

it may be termed) of Clarendon, the more than prieftly

fury of Carte, much lefs the pert patch work of Smollet,

or the drivelling of poor Goldfmith, could not have

wrought any mighty miracles ; but With Hume, the cafe

is different j the philofophical, or rather fceptical charac-

ter of the man antecedent to his appearance as an hif-

torian, and a fperioufnefs of ftyle render him fo infinitely

more dangerous than his fellow labourers, that it is much
to be lamented that feme perfon (for inftanoe, a Lord
Littelton) eminent for parts and learning, has not thought
it worth his while profeffedly (but I would have it com-
pendioufly, for a reafon I mall hereafter give) to expofe

to public view the incongruities, artifices, and pernicious

intention of this fophift. But when I lament that no
man of a fuperior ftamp has fet himfelf the tafk, I do not

mean that extraordinary learning or talents are abfolutely

neceflary :
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fiecejiary : on the contrary, I think an attentive perufal

rnuft qualify every man of common fenie full as well

for the purpofe, if we could fuppofe that an equal degree

of regard would be paid to him ; but it is certain, that

the name and fignature of a perfoniii high repute gives,

to manifeii eternal truths, greater force than When uttered

by a common or unknown writer, although the effence

of truth cannot be altered by the greater or ieiTer reputa-

tion of him who utters it.

It is true, a more effectual antidote to the poifon of

Hume's hiftory cannot be de-fired than Mrs. M'Cawley's,
if they are but read and compared together with their

refpeclive authorities ; but the misfortue is, the perufal

and comparing of two fo bulky writers cannot be ex-

pected from the lazinefs of modern readers j and it is

on the notions and principles of the lazy clafs of readers

that the prefent welfare of our country and the fate of

pofterky, in a great meafure, depend. In fact, of what

importance would it be to the community, if thofe very

few, who have inclination and perfeverance to work

through volumes, mould enlarge their minds to -even

the ftandard of an ancient Roman, when the young no-

bility, gentry, and men of property, who cornpdfe the

lazy elafs, ftill remain perverted, uncorrected, an unin-

formed ?

For thefe reafons, I think that fome works fo compen-

dious as not to terrify by its bulk, confined fimply, and

bearing the import of fuch in its title, to a refutation oi

Hume's tenets, and demonstration of his partiality and

pernicious principles, would be more beneficial than a

full, complete body of hiftory, digefted methodically,

fupported by the heft authority, and animated by the no-

bleft fentiments. But until fome eminent perfon wil
1

be perfuaded to take up the employment, it is the dut)

of every common citizen to exert whatever force he hat

in the common caufe.

A jealous fpirit in the people, of thofe who govern,

and the principles of refiftance, from the palladium ol

liberty, particularly in a limited monarchy. An abhor-

rence
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*ence of tyrants, or even of thofe who have a fembiance

)f tyrants, (and it will fcarcely be difputed that Charles

lad a fembiance) is infeparable from this jealous fpirit

md principle of refinance : whoever would extinguifh

lie one, would extinguifh the other. When we fee

herefore, a junto of notorious court-retainers, clubbing

heir labours to reconcile us to the defpotic adminiftra-.

ion of Charles, to his duplicity, to his breach of faith,

md violation of the moll folemn compacts, we may
afely conclude, that a defign is lodged to extinguifh the

ucejfary jealous fpirit of liberty, and inculcate the princi-

)les of non-reflftance.- It may be faid, that a too great

ealoufy of liberty is equally dangerous with a too great

onfidence ; that as the latter may plunge us into flaver

y, the former may into anarchy : I mould allow fome
veight to this objection, if in the whole courfe of our

tiftory, a refutation, in a lingle inftance, could be pro-

ceed of thefe pofitions ', \fhat the fpirit of liberty is floia

v act, even agaitift the worfe princes, and exerts itfelf in

hvour of the bejl ivith more ejfetl than any other fpirit

vhaffoever. I muft therefore repeat, that the keeping

live the jealous fpirit of liberty is a common cauie •,

That a deteflation of- tyrants, or even of thofe who lean

o tyranny, is infeparable from this fpirit ; That Charles

he Firil was a tyrant in principle and in action •, That
hofe who labour to reconcile us to his .conduct and cha-

acrer, would deftroy the fpirit of liberty, and ultimate-

y eftablim the principle of non-refiflanc'e ; That a jun-

o of mercenaries and court retainers do labour to thefe

mrpofes j That it is, therefore, the duty of every com-
non citizen, who has the interefl of his country at heart,

o exert continually whatever force he has to defeat their

mrpofcs -, or, at leaft, weaken their influence ; for, in

nechanics, the fmalleil force continually applied will

overcome the moft violent motions communicated to

)odies.

From thefe confiderations, I purpofe to offer to the

public, hereafter, fome curfory remarks on Mr. Hume's
rliftory of the two firil Stuarts : if they are well receiv-

ed,
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ejd, I (hall continue them through the reigns of the two

laft. If they have, in any degree, the effecl which

could wifh, I mail think myfelf amply recompenfed, th

only recompence which I can promife myfelf. I cannot

hope for any glory from the composition ; the little rea-

ding which a foldier can fnatch up at intervals will fcarce-

ly qualify him to reap laurels in the field of literature *

?

and it will eafily be believed, that the fentiments whicjj

I avow, will not procure a place or a penfion.

A BREAKFAST FOR R*?******,

Mr. H-

AS Mr. R——— has given the public to under*

ftand, that he does not chufe to deal with any

writers, but thofe of the moft accurate and elegant kind,

and who have pafied through a regular courfe of educa-

tion ; and as I cannot natter myfelf, that I am one of

this clafs, I do not prefume to offer this little perform?

anee to him, though it is intended for his vindication \

but, as I underftaiid, from the fame authority, that you

admit into your paper even the loweft tralh, I find

myfelf under the neceffity of applying to you. Mr*
R has I know, like other greatmen, his calumn.i-,

ators and enemies ;—envy and malice ever were attend-

ant on exalted genius and merit. It is inconceivable,

what numbers are endeavouring to detract from this

wonderful perfonage *, how they {train their little wits

to throw a ridicule upon his talents, his ftyle, his inte-

grity, and even his erudition. This Ia/}9 one fhould ima-

gine, if any thing of human attainment can, is unques-

tionable, as he has given fuch eminent and manifold

proofs of it : howrever it does not efcape them. I found

myfelf the other night (for, as a ftudier of men and cha-

racters I affociate with all forts) amongft a fet of the

mod naming factious enemies to all order and govern-

ment j where the moft refpectable characters of the age

were treated. v<rith fcandalous freedom. Lord Mansfield

\va$
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was a Jeffries, Lord Bute a folemn, empty, pedantic Ja-

cobite, and Mr. R-—>— a ridiculous, pragmatical, flip-

flop coxcoml) : they faid, that he had not decency enough

for the porter of a bawdy4ioufe, learning enough for a

barrack' wafher-woman, nor imagination fufficient for a

Chriftmas-bellman ;—that at the age of fifteen he was
turned out of the blue,-fchool, where he had been bred,

as too incorrigible a dunce to"make a fcavenger of; that

they had, by way of jocular experiment, for fome time

tried him in this capacity ; but that he always, in windy

;days, fwept the duft up againft the wind, By perfifting

[in this practice he was very near lofmg his eyes, and

that you may obferve they are ftill extremely weak from

its effects. At this, Sir, I own my blood boiled. I faid,

they mull be -driven to great ftraits indeed, if they could

object nothing worfe to a gentlemar/s character than

his having been bred at a charity-fchool ; for that it had
been the cafe of fome of the moft illuftrious men the

nation had produced; the late Lord Hardwicke, and
Mr. Prior, had been edu.cated in the fame manner. As
to the ftory of the weaknefs of his eyes, proceeding from
fweeping the duft againft the wind, I know it to be a

falfhood ; for that it had been contracted, to my know-
ledge, by poring into a Johnfon?

s dictionary of his own
printing, late at nights, to find out decent polyfyllables,

of fufficient found and dignity, to drefs up an acjvertife-

ment of Scotch herrings, lumber, and pickled oyfters.

I afferted, that his compofitions were incomprehenfi-

bly fine, his language fonorious and mufical ; although,

perhaps, he did not always apply words to their legiti-

mate meaning ; as who does in fuch an immenfity of

bufinefs ; and that he mould round a period with any
bookfeller in Chriftendom ; That he was a L^tin fcholar,

I thought muft be allowed by all unprejudiced men,
when they confidered his numberlefs and apt quotations

from Horace. Upon my mentioning his knowledge of
Latin, the whole company burft out into a horfe-laugh,

which I thought was very indecent, and, when the up-
roar fubfided, demanded the explanation.. They infilled

^ I upon
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upon it, that he was fo totally ignorant of it, that he did

not know the meanings nor could he conjugate the verb$

mentior, nor vapulo, though he fo generally practifed the

former, and has fo often experienced the latter :—that

his patches of Horace were always furnifhed by his friend

the Doctor-—that when he had finifhed one of his pie*

ees, he always applied to the Doctor for a motto to dig-

nify his performance ; that, for inftance, the four lines

from Horace, prefixed to his late Epiftle to Mr. Sears^

(which I really think one of the fmarteft things I ever

read) were pointed out by the Doctor ; and that a blun?

der whimfical enough happened on this occafion, though

it was fortunately rectified in time for the prefs. They
related, that when he went as ufual for his motto to the,

Doctor, the Doctor wrote him down thefe lines :

While you alone fuftain the weighty cares

Of all the world, and manage peace and wars ;

The Roman State by virtue's rules amend,

Adorn with manners, and with arms defend ;

To write a long difcourfe, and wafte your time,

Againft the public good, wou'd be a crime.

faying, " R——— you may transcribe the Latin at your

leifure, as you have Horace in your fnop •, remember, it

is the firft epiftle." R-——** went home vaftly hap-.

py, but unluckily miftook the firft fatire for the firft epif-
j

tie. When the Doctor went to revife it the next mor»«

ing, he found thefe lines very fairly written—ghi Jit

Macenas ut nemo quam, &c. and under, the above trans-

lation. They added, that though the Doctor was that

morning in an horrible ill humour (as he had juft been

reading the Biihop of St. Afaph's fpeech) he could not

refrain from laughing ; but, however, after having ber

flowed fome anathemas on the Ikull of his friend, he, for

the honour of the common caufe, took the pains to trans-

cribe the lines with his own hand 5 to prevent any further

blunders. They then proceeded to fall foul upon his

Englifh ; they faid that when he firft fet up his prefs,

and before he was under the correction of the Doctor,

he ufed always to write muiketeers, mulk-cat-ears—dra-

goonsj
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Ijooris, dragons—battalions, battle lions ; and that he
/eally thought thefe ftrange things were made ufe of in

var 5 that all the words ending in tion y as fiaggellationy

ajTigatlon^ falivation, words he is bed acquainted with,

ie fpelt with an Jh. I hate the ftory they told of him,

vhich, although I was curfedly enraged, I confefs made
ne fmile ; that writing to his niece, who was going to

>e married to an eminent pawnbroker in St. Martin's

^ane, he began his letter thus : " My dear Kitty, as you
re going to be married, and are fo very young a girl, I

vould advife you by all means, at leaft, at firft, to act with

. little cujhion" meaning it for caution. Now I would
ppeal to all mankind, who are not totally blinded by
>arty and faction, whether4

it is credible, whether it is

loflible, that a gentleman, who has from his cradle been
n fome fort a retainer of the Mufes, fhould be guilty of

uch grofs, fuch ridiculous blunders. When I fay Mr.
I has been a retainer of the Mufes, I do not

aean, Sir, in your paltry fphere, a mere dealer in indexes

nd title pages. No, Sir, his fphere has been more en-

arged. It is notorious, that when he had fmifhed his

ludies, he was invited into a fociety of eminent mtinera-

y comedians ; I know very well, that his enemies give

•ut, that he only amputated the luminaries betwixt the

&S ; but I could bring authentic proofs of his diilin-

;uifhing himfelf in fome important chara&ers,

A PAM-
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February 3, 1775.

A PAMPHLET/
ENTITLED,

<f A friendly Addrefs to all reafonable Americans, on the

" Subjeft of our Political Confufions" gave birth to the

following Performance, addreiTed to the ^eqple of
AMERICA.

" Let's sanvafs hira ia his broad eardinal's hat/'

ShAkespeake.

To the PEOPLE of AMERICA,

APAMPHLET, entitled, A friendly Addrefs to all

reafonable Americans, advertifed and fold by Mr<
James Rivington, of New-York, is of fo extraordinary

a nature, that it is difficult for any man who is interefted

in the welfare of the community (whatever contempt he

may have for the performance) to remain hlent. I know
not whether the author is a layman or ecclefiaftic, but

he bears ftrongly the characters of the latter : he has

the want of candour and truth, the apparent fpirit of

perfecution, the unforgivenefs, the deadly hatred to dif-

fenters, and the zeal for arbitrary power which has dif-

tinguifhed churchmen in all ages, and more particularly

the high part of the Church of England. I cannot help,

therefore, confidering him as one of this order.

The defign of his Reverence's pamphlet, is manifeftly

to dhTolve the fpirit of union, and check the noble ar-

dour, prevailing through the continent y but his zeal fo

far outruns his abilities, that there is the greateft reafon

to

* It is faid to have been written by the Reverend I)t. Miles Cooper

president of King's College, at New-"^or^
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to think that he lias laboured to little effect. His difcrer

tion feems to be ftill lefs than his genius •, a man of eom-

Imon judgment would not fo wantonly have attacked the

general reigning principle and opinions of the people,

whom he intends to intimidate or feduce out of their

rights and privileges. For inftance, I believe there are

at leaft ninety-nine Americans in a hundred, who think

that Charles the Firft was an execrable tyrant ; that he

met with no harder fate than he deferved ; and that his

two fons ought, in juftice, to have made the fame exit.

To defcant, therefore, on the criminality of the refill-

ance made to that tyrant ; to affect, on every occafiori,

giving the title of rebellion to the civil war which brought

him to juftice, is a degree of weaknefs which no man
who is not blinded by the daemon of Jacobitifm could

poffibly be guilty of. But to preach up in this enlight-

ened age, as he does in almoft exprefs terms, paffive obe-

dience, is a mark of lunacy, or at leaft it proves that the

moment a head begins to itch for a mitre, it lofes the

faculty of reafoning ; for if the principle of paffive obe-

dience is admitted, the gracious prince, for whom his

Reverence profefles fo great a devotion, is % downright

ufurper, and the parliament, of which he fpeaks fo res-

pectfully, Lords and Commons, are rebels and traitors.

The doctrines he aims to inculcate are as follows

:

". That the parliament has a right to tax you without,

your confent ; that the duty upon tea is no tax \ that

this duty is your only grievance ; that the caufe of Bol-
ton is their own. concern ; that it is. not your caufe j that

the punifhment of Bofton is a juft punifhment ; that it

is lenient j that it is not equal to their crimes ; that the

Boftonians are rebels, traitors, and pampered fanatics \

that the Congrefs are little better -, that no mifconduel:

of adminiftration can juftify or excufe open difrefpecl j

that fubmiffion is to be paid to the higher powers, what-
ever character they be •> that an apoftle enjoined fub-

miffion to the tyrant Nero ; that of all people under hea-
ven, the king's American fubjects have the leaft caufe

for complaint 5 that the prefent confunon of the Colo-

I 2 nies
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rn.es have been occafioned by falfe alarms •, that none of

your legal rights have been invaded^ no injury has been
done you ; and, confequently, that you can never be
juftified in refenting that of which you have no reafon

to complain ; that you are no judges of the rights of

Parliament j that the Parliament ought to aft"according

to their own judgment, not according to yours, even in

things which concern you principally or folely \ that

they afTert they have the right in queftion j that you have
never proved they have not 5 that you have always be-

lieved or allowed they have, until the prefent occafion

;

that the Quebec Bill is a juft and conftitutional bill;

that the Canadians are likely to prove the belt and moft

loyal fubjefts in his Majefty's American dominions ; that

there is too much reafon to believe, that the minds of

the Americans are unprincipled, and their hearts difpo-

fed for rebellion ; that, fince the reduction of Canada,
they have been bloated with a vain opinion of their own
power7

and importance ; that the ifland of Great Britain

is able to govern (that is, to dragoon) ten Americans
;

that the moment it is known that America is no longer

under the protection of Great Britain, all the maritime

powers of Europe would join to ravage your -fea-ports,

' plunder and feize your fhips, merely for the pleafure oi

ravaging ; * that all the maritime powers of the world

would

* This is perhaps the moft prepofterous idea that ever was hatchec

in a diftempered brain. ^merica (more particularly fince the diftrac

tions in Poland have taken place) has been the great granary, or celh

penaria of Europe. Is it poffible to conceive, that the different man
time powers fhould unite to deprive themfelves of the chief means o

iubfiftence, merely for the fun's fake ? Is it not more natural to flip

pofe, that they would outbid each other for your friendfliip and com

merce, on which fo much depends ? When the Low Countries with

drew themfelves from the dominion of Spain, did England, France, an<

the other powers, immediately fet about ravaging their iea-ports an<

feizing their fhips ? Did they not, on the contrary, exert tbemfelve;

directly and indirectly, to aflift them ? The cafe is fimilar; the even

would be fimilar, and that Great Britain would not be powerful enoug

at fea, when feparated from her colonies, to prevent • this affiftance,

fhall refer my readers^to MalEe's;Eftimates, the authority of which ha

;
nev,er been difputed, and which demonilrate that more than half th

naval power of Great Britain ftands on her American foundation,



( *' )

would not difpoffefs Great Britain of the empire of

the fea, even when America is feparated from her,"

3STow I challenge the world to produce fo many wicked

fentiments, ftupid principles, audacioufly falfe affertions,

and monftrous abfurdities, crouded together into fo

fmall a compafs. All his portions, indeed, are-fo felf-

eyidently abfurd and falfe, that it would be an infult to

American understanding, ferioufly to attempt refuting

them. I (hall only beg leave to take notice of the curi-

<ous argument he ufes to prove the duty on tea to be no
tax : it is, that unlefs ive cotifent to the tax, we are ?iot to

pay the duty ;- ive may refufe put chafing it if ive pleafe.

The fame logic would demonftrate that a duty on beer,

candles, or foap, would be no tax : as we are not abfo-

lutely obliged to drink beer, we may drink water ; we
may go to bed before it is dark, and we are not forced

to warn our ihirts. His aifertion that Great Britain,

when divorced from her colonies, will {till hold the em-
pire of the feas, in fpite of all the powers of the world,

is flill more ingenious. It amounts to this, that without

the pojfible means ofprocuring timber, iron, planks, mafls,

pitch, tar, or hemp, tofurniflj out afinglefrigate, they may
build more Jhips than all the world put together ,• that

when her nurferyforfeamen is deflroycd, and all the com-
' merce on which the exiflence offeamen depends is annihila-

ted, they will then be able to man morefeets than the whole

univerfe put together. But I am afhamed of trefpafTmg

on the public patience, in making ftrUStures on fuch ri-

diculous articles ; I mail therefore pafs to fome queftipns

which have not been fo much agitated, and on which,
if I miftake not, his Reverence lays the greateft ftrefs ;

for, as. he modeftly declares, that he has no opinion of
' your courage, it was natural for him to confider intimi-

dation and terror, as the mod powerful figures of rheto-

ric. Regular armiesfrom Great Britain, Heffians, Hano-
' verians, royal fandards eretled,fkilfid generals, legions of
\ Canadians, and unnumbered tribes offavages, fwordsfla-
ming in thefront and rear, peftilence, defolation, andfa-

' mine, are all marfhalled in a moft dreadful order by this

church
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church militant gauthor. But let us fomewhat minutely
examine the picture, and fee whether, ftripped of its

falfe colouring, it has any thing really terrifying. His
Reverence begins with affuring us, that there. is no room
to doubt but that fuch an army as was employed in the

reduction of Canada {that is, an army of 7000 men)
would be more than fufficient for the conquefl of all the

difaffected American colonies, which are, in fact, all the

colonies, fhould fuch a refolution become neceffary iu

order to reduce them to obedience. For my own part,

I think there is a very great reafon to doubt that 7000,
even of the belt troops, are able to conquer 200,000 of

the molt diforderly peafantry upon earth, if they are anir

mated in defence of every thing they hold moll dear and
facred ; and there is ftill greater reafon to 'doubt that

7000 very indifferent troops, compofed of the refufe of

an exhaufted nation, few of whom have feen action of

any kind, fhould be able to conquer 200,000. active, vi-

gorous yeomanry, fired with the noble ardour we fee

prevalent through the continent, all armed, all expert

in the life of arms, almoffc from their cradles. The fuccefs

of Quebec, it is true, does infinite honour to the Engliih

arms ; the army was, I believe* only 7000 ; the enemy
were perhaps more than double, but 16,000 men are not

200,000. The fate of Canada depended upon one de-

eifive action, but it is impoffible to calculate how many
victories mull, be gained before the Colonies could be

fubdued ; whereas a fmgle victory gained by the Colo-

nies muft decide the contefl in their favour. In. the af-

fair of Quebec, there is another circumftance to be con-

fidered j it was a "Wolfe who commanded, a man of the

moll wonderful talents, formed to level all difficulties,

to render the moft defpicable foidiery almoft inftantane-

oufly an army of heroes. In fhort, the genius .of tfje

man was fo extraordinary, the event was fo extraordinar

ry, that no inferences can be drawn from it , but this,

without preemption, may be afferted, that no general,

now exifting in the Britifh fervice, would, with double

or treble his number, have fucceeded in the fame cir-

curnfiances. One
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One thing more I muft add in honour of that illuftrf-

ous perfonage, that the fame greatnefs of foul which
qualified him to conquer the natural hereditary enemies

of this country, would have made him reject with horror

the hangman's office ; which others, who are not endow-
ed with conquering attributes, will, with readinefs, ac-

cept.

It is notorious, that Mr. "Wolfe was not only the firft

of foldiers, but that he was a molt liberal virtuous citizen 5

that he was paffionately attached to the liberties of his

country, and of mankind ; and that he was particularly

an enemy to large (landing armies, in time of peace. It

is, on the other hand, remarkable, that all the advocates

for {landing armies, all thofe who arethefondeft of the

faddling and parade of war, are the mod active in avoid-

ing real fervice.

This tremendous foothfayer* on the fuppofition,that fo

great a miracle fhould happen in our favour, as that the

trifling body of £00,000 men, though firmly united (for

every man in America, firmly united, would not amount
to lefs) mould be able to withftand his 7000, goes on to

rattle in our ears armies of Heffians and Hanoverians. I

wifh to Heaven he had for once deviated into probabili-

ty and truth : I wifh 10,000 of them could poffibly be

tranfported to-morrow. The purpofe they would an-

fwer, is a purpofe devoutly to be wifhed for, they would
be an addition to this continent of juft fo many ufeful

and excellent citizens ; for I will venture to affirm, af-

firming is infectious, that in lefs than four months not

two of thefe 10,000 would remain with their colours.

But does not this reverend Gentleman know, that in the

year 1 764, a convention was formed by moll of the prin*

ces of the empire, at the head of which convention were
the emperor himfelf and the king of Pruffia, to prevent

the alarming emigrations which threatened depopulation

to Germany ? Does he not know, that no troops can
march out of the empire without the confent of the Em-
peror ? Does he not know, that the Elector of Hanover
and the Emperor are upon exceeding ill terms ? Does

he
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he not know, that the Eleelor of 'Hanover and the King
of Pruflia are llill upon worfe ? Is he.fure that the Land-
grave of He'fle would fell his troops ? For, as not one

man would return back to their country, he muft confiV

der them as forever fold. Is he fure that, as the finan-

ces of Great Britain (land, the vaft fum neceffary for this

purchafe would be conveniently found ? Is he lure that

the ftate of Hanover would confent to fuch a draining

of their country ? I know not how it is ; but his moft

excellent Majefty George the Third, who in England

is juftly efteemedthe moll gracious of fovereigns, the

wifefl, greateft, and bell of kings, is not very popular in

the Electorate of Hanover. Thefe people feem to think

it hard, that 270,000!. fhould annually be drawn from

them, for the purpofes, as they conceive it, of corrupting

the members of St. Stephen's Chapel, in order to fupport

the power and authority of a fet of men, who, from the

beginning,have been enemies to the fucceflion of theHan-
over line, and who fheweda particular animofity to. their

laft and favourite prince George the Second. But thefe

difficulties (great and unfurmountable as to a common
mortal they appear) our divine exorciil has, in an imtantj

conjured down ; and by a fingle motion of his enchant-

ed wand, has tranfported whole armies in fpite of their

refpeclive princes, and without the confent of their re-

fpeclive Hates, from the interior parts of Germany, acrofs

the Atlantic into the plains of New England and Penn*

.

fylvania -, but he does not confine himfelf to the intro-

duction of his Germans. He proceeds next to ere£l the

royal ftandard, to which he tells us, that all who have

the courage to declare themfelves now friends to govern*

ment, will undoubtedly refort ; and thefe, he fays, in a

good caufe, will be of themfelves formidable to their op-

pofers. Dreadfully formidable they mull be indeed !

There would refort to it ; let me fee, for the refpeclable

town of Rye, have declared themfelves a kind of neutrals.

,

rather than friends to government ; there would refort to

it, Mr. Juilice Sewell, the honourable Mr. Paxton, Bri-

gadier Kuggles, and about eight or ten more mandamus
council-
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council-men, with perhaps twice their number of expec^

tants, and not lefs than twenty of the unrecanted Hutch-
infonian addreffers ; thefe the four provinces of New
England alone would fend forth. New York would fur-

nifii fix, feven, or probably eight volunteers, from a cer-

tain knot, who are in pofTefhon or expectation of con-

tracts, and the fourth part of a dozen of high-flying

Church of England Romanifed priefls. I reprefent to

myfelf the formidable countenance they will make, when
arranged under the royal or minifterial ftandard; but what
will add to the terror of the appearance will be their Re-
verend Pontifex himfelf, whom I conceive marching in

the front, an inquisitorial frown upon his brow, his bands

wid canonicals floating to the air, bearing a crofs in his

[lands, with the tremendous motto, in hocfigno vinces,

|

laming upon it in capital letters of blood, leading them
m and exciting them to victory. It is impoflible that;

nen, who are not under an infatuation by the judgment
)f Heaven, mould flatter themfelves, that forty thoufand

American yeomanry ; for we are allured by the fame
>reat authority, that more than forty thoufand cannot be

>rought to action, mould fland the fhock of this dread-

ul phalanx.

But I mould beg pardon for attempting to be ludicrous,

lpon a fubject which demands our utmoft indignation.

fhall now, therefore, on the prefumption that the peo-

)le of England mould be fo loft to fenfe, virtue and fpi-

it, as to fuffer their profligate mif-rulers to perfevere in

heir prefent meafures, endeavour to ftate to you what
s tjieir force, and what is yours. I fhall endeavour to

emove the falfe terrors which this writer would hold

>ut in order to intimidate you from the defence of your
iberties and thofe of pofterity, that he and his fimilars

nay waliow in finecures and benefices, heaped up from
he fruits of your labour and induftry. Great Britain

las, I believe, of infantry at home, comprehending Irc-

and, and exclufive of the guards, fifteen thoufand men.
They find the greateft difficulty in keeping the regiments
ip to any thing near their eftahlifhmerit ; What they

are
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are able to procure are of . the worft fort. They are

compofed of the moil debauched weavers, apprentices,

the fcum of the Irifh Roman Catholics, who defert upon
every occafion, and a few Scotch, who are not ftrong

enough to carry packs. This is no exaggeration 5 thofe

who have been lately at Bofton, reprefent the foldiers

tltere (one or two regiments excepted) as very defective

in fize, and apparently in ftrength, JSut we {hall be told

they are ilill regulars, and regulars have an irrefiflible

advantage. There is, perhaps, more impoikion in the

term regular troops, than in any of the jargon which if?

fues from the mouth of a quack do&or, I do not mean
to infinuate, that a diforderly mob are equal to a trained

difciplined body of men 5 but I mean
?
that all the efTen-

tials, neceflary to form infantry for real fervice, may be

acquired in a few months.* I mean, that it is very pok
fibie for men to be cloathed in red, to be expert in all

the tricks of the parade, to call themfelves regular troops,

and yet, by attaching themfelves principally or folely tc

the tinfel and fhow of war, be totally unfit for real fer-

vice. This, I am told, is a good deal the cafe of the

prefent Britifh infantry. If they can acquit themfelves

tolerably in the puerile reviews, exhibited for the amufe
ment of royal mailers and mines in Hyde Park, or Wim-
bleton Common, it is fuincient.

In the beginning of the late war, fome of the mof
efleemed regular regiments were fent over to this coun

try ; they were well drefled, they were well powdered

they were perfect mailers of their manual exercife, the

fire<

* There cannot be a ftronger illuftration of the truth here advancet

than the Pruffian army. They are compofed of about one-third of th

King's iubjects, two-thirds foreigners. . The third confifting of h
own fubjecis, are, when the exercifing feafon is over, which lafts fixe

feven weeks, fuffered to return to their families, and attend to the bv.

linefs of hufbandry. Half of the other two-thirds, confilling of foreigr

ers, are not^'only permitted, but encouraged to work at their trades i

the garrifon towns, and never touch a muiquet for the reft of the yea

So that, in fact, only one-third are, in the modern language, to be ca

led regular foldiers : thefe generally make their efcape the firft oppo

tunity. It may be faid, therefore, that the King of Pruffia has gaine

a|l his victories with a fort of militia.
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ired together in platoons *, but fatal experience taught us,

hat'they knew not how to fight. While your militia

vere frequently crowned with fuccefs, thefe regulars

trere defeated or baffled for three years fucceiliveiy, m
very part of the Continent. At length, indeed, after

epeated lofTes and difgraces, they became excellent

roops, but not until they had absolutely forgotten every

hing which, we are aifured, muft render regulars quite

rrefiftible. The corps lent from this country, under

General Monkton, was, I believe, for its number, one

)f the beft armies that ever was led to conqueft 5 and yet,

f I have been rightly informed, there was not a fingle

egiment of them that could go through the manual ex-

:rcife, or, at beft, they performed it molt wretchedly,

t is likewife faicj, that when, after their glorious and

apid conqueft of Martinico, they were joined by the

pruce regiments from Europe, fuch was their uncooth

ippearanee, that they were fcarce honoured with the ti-

le of foldiers by thofe gentlemen. Upon the whole,

t is moft certain that men may be fmartly drelTed, keep

heir arms bright, be called regulars, be expert in all the

m'ticks of a review, and yet be very unfit for real action.

it is equally certain, that a militia, by confining them-
elves to efientials, by a Amplification of the neceffary

nanceuvres, may become, in a very few months, a moil:

brmidable infantry. The yeomanry of America have,

oeliJes, infinite advantages over the peafantry of other

countries ; they are accuftomed from their infancy to

fife arms \ they are expert in the ufe of them ; whereas
the lower and middle people of England, are, by the ty-

ranny of certain laws, almoft as ignorant in the ufe of
a mufquet, as they are of the ancient catapulta. The
Americans are likewife, to a man, fkilful in the manage-
ment of the inftruments neceffary for all military works,
fuch as fpades, pick-axes, hatchets, &c. Taking, there-

iore, all circumftances into confideration, there will be
no raihnefs in affirming, that this continent may have
formed for action, in three or four months, one hundred
thoufand infantry -, for as to the afTertion of our friendly

K advifer,
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advifer, that no more than forty thoufand could act to ad-

i'antage, I confefs I do. not imderfland it, nor does he,

I believe, underftand it himfelf. If he means, that fixty

thoufand men cannot be ranged in a field, capable of

containing only forty thoufand, we fhall all agree with

him ; but how, in the operation of a war, upon a vaft

continent, double this number mould be a difadvantage,

I can have no conception.

Let one fimple general plan be adopted for the forma-

tion and fubdivifion of your battalions ; let them be in-

fl:ru£ted-only in fo much of the manual exercife as to

prevent confulion, and accidents in loading and firing

;

let them be taught to form, to retreat, to advance, to

change their front, to rally by their colours •, let them be

taught to reduce themfelves from a line of fire to a line

of imprefhon, that is, from two deep to four, fix, or

eight. This is all fo eafy and fimple, that it may be ac^

quired in three months. Let fome plan of this fort be

adopted, I fay, and there is no doubt but that, in the time

I have afcribed, you may have an army on foot of feven-

ty, eighty, or an hundred thoufand men, equal to all the

fervices of war.

Should this be admitted, it will be ftill objected that

you have no able officers to conduct you. I do not know

that you have, but is it certain that thofe fent to dragoon

you have better ? I have taken fome pains to inform

myfelf what methods thefe gentlemen, faid to be bred to

arms, take to qualify themfelves in a fuperior degree for

the profeffion. What is their rotine of inftruclion ? Do
they read much ? I am aflured that they do not. From

books alone the theory of war can be acquired, and the

Englifh fervice, in times of peace, affords them no prac-

tical leflbns ! for mounting guard once or twice a week,

or the preparation for the review of a Single regiment,

can never be efteemed as fuch*.

Another

* It is much to be lamented, that the gentlemen of the army do not

apply more of the many leifure hours they have upon their hands, to rea-

ding.- The majority of them are of a generous difpoiition, which did
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Another circumftance, Americans, may be added for

rour comfort \ it has been allowed by fome of the molt

wndid of the regulars themfelves, that during the lail

war upon this continent, . your countrymen, the provin-

cial field officers, were in general more underitandingand

capable than their own of the fame rank. But the hiflo-

•y of the civil war in the year 1641, furnifhes us with

:he ftrongeft inftances, that excellent officers may be

foon formed from country gentlemen, citizens, lawyers,

and farmers. The parliament's army, or as our prieftiy

writer would call thern, the rebellious republicans, were

chiefly cornpofed of this clafs of men. In the beginning

)f this war, they were treated with the fame affected

contempt, and almoit in the fame opprobrious terms as

•on, the people of America, are by your friendly and de-

sent ndvifer.

Whoever would infer from the tenor of thefe papers,

hat the writer is deiirous of precipitating, or could look

vith indifference upon the calamities of a civil war, does

iim great injuflice. He confiders them with all the hor-

or natural to a feeling man and honeff. citizen. He
execrates the memory of thofe men, to whom they may
)e juftly attributed 5 but he is perfuaded that they never

originated,

hey cultivate, by converting with the great hiftorians and orators of

mtiquity, and the more liberal political writers of our own country, a

tanding army would be fomething lefs an object of jealoufyto all vir-

.uous ciusen;. We might perhaps fee them, inftead of being advocates

:nJ pariizans of the prefent ministry, a check upon their wickecineis. I

n inclined' to think that few, or nore, of the officers have conde-

hended to inform themfelves of the merit of the prefent conteft. Let

\\z conjure them, for once, to read coolly and candidly the whole pa-
nels

; afterwards to lay their hands upon their hearts, and anfwer,

whether the people of America in general, and of Bofton in particular,

ire mod finned againft, or tinning?

I am upon the fubject of the oncers of the army, I take the

unity of mentioning, with the refpect due to him, one gentleman
rank among them. His general conduct while in command

liberal, and his letters quoted in the Houfe of Commons, were
ib fair, candid and friendly to the Continent, that he is entitled to the

of America. He is indeed of a country that owes not only its

ty, but its exh'ceace, to the fame principles, which actuate.
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originated, at leafl in dates of any confiderable extent, in

the turbulent difpofitions of the people, nor in the arts oi

demagogues, but in the opprelhon of their rulers, in the

wantonnefs, folly, pride, or avarice of kings, minifters,

or governors. The Griflers of Switzerland, the Gran-

vels of Holland, the Lauds and Staffords of England, wen
the undoubted authors of the tragedies, a£ted in theii

refpeclive countries ; and if this continent mould be (lain-

ed with the blood of a fingle citizen, it can never b<

charged to the unreafonable pretenfions of the people, bu

to the Barnards, Hutchinfons, and fome other traitors o:

a fimilar {lamp, i

He is convinced, that being prepared for a civil wa:

is the furefl means of preventing it j that to keep th<

fword of your enemies in their fcabbards, you mult whe
your own. He is convinced, that remonilrances, peti

tions, prayers, and fupplications, will make no impref

fion on our callous court, and abandoned parliament

England, Ireland, America, even Guernfey, Jerfey, an«

Minorca, are witnefTes of their inemcacy. He is con

vinced, that fear alone can operate ; there are fymptom

that it already begins to operate. The monfler, Tyran

ny, begins to pant -, prefs her now with ardour^ arid frr

is down.. Already the mimflr'y have exprefled in thei

letter an inclination to make fome cencefiions, to mee

you half-way, which I fuppofe, may be conftrued thus

** that as they find they have it not in their power t<

eftablifh, by force, the defpotifm which they aimed at

they mall be very well fatisfied if you will juft cede fi

much of your rights and privileges as will enable them

by extending their pecuniary influence, and fappin

your virtue, to take away the reft at their leifure."

There now remains, people of America, one confidera

lion, which, however it maybe taken, I think it my du

ty to offer. liiftory tells us, that the free State? o

Greece, Thebes, Sparta, Athens, and Syracufe, we|

all, in their turn?, fuDJugated by the force or art of ty

rants. They almoft all, in their turns, recovered tk'i

liberty and dcilroved their tyrants. The mil. act, upo;

m
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he recovery of their liberty, was to demolim thofe

>adges of fiavery, citadels, ftrong-holds, and militaryje-

lernents ; the Switzers did the fame ; the people of En-

gland, loft in corruption and lethargy as they are, could

lever be prevailed upon to fufTer barracks amongil them j

:ven the courtly Blackftone is ftartled at the idea. No
eparate camps, no barracks, no inland fortreffes, fays

ie, mould be allowed ; in fact, wherever barracks are,

Veedom cannot be faid to exift, or ihe exifts fo lamely,

is fcarcely to deferve the name.

It is worthy your confideration, Americans, whether

hefe badges mould remain or no. I (hall now conclude,

>rave citizens, with invoking the Almighty God, from

vhom all virtues flow, to continue you in that fpirit of

manimity and vigor which mull infure you fuccefs, and

mmortalize you through all ages, as the champions and

ratrons of the human race.

70 THE GENTLEMEN OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS
OF VIRGINIA.

THE addreffes prefented to their lieutenant gover-

nor by the Council, and eleven polluted mem-
bers of the AfTembly of New-York, are, to every fenfi-

?le thinking American, of infinitely a more alarming

nature, than the threats of the minifter, the bruhim jul-

men of the king's fpeech (if that can properly be term-

ed the king's fpeech) which the. minifter has publicly

avowed to be his own composition,* or the echoing back

riiis fpeech by a hireling majority of the peers to their

pay-mafter •, for as long as a fpirit of union fubfifts

through this continent ; and as long as the people at home
K 2 have

* The alFe&ed friends to Government often complain, that his Ma-
jefty is not treated with the refpecl due to his character and Nation

;

but it appears to me that a minifter's declaring,- in an opcnfenate, that

th* fpeech from the throne is not the king's, but his own, is going hc-

Jifrefpedl : it is a mo<t outrageous infult ; it is reprefenting his

SJstjefty as a mere puppet, that fqueaks juft as the prompter breather
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have teafon to think that this fpirit does fubfift ; thefe

threats of the minifter, although vibrated from the found-

ing-board of the throne, and the echoing it back by a

hired chorus of peers, mull call more ridicule upon thefe

by whom they are uttered than give terror to thole at

whom they are levelled. But the fuppofition or report

of any defection amongft ourfelves, is a matter of moll

ierious concern ; it behoves you, therefore, gentlemen,

it behoves every Provincial Congrefs of the continent, to

connder immediately of fome effectual means to prevent

the mifchievous confequences, intended by thefe aban-

doned and fenfelefs men. Have we then formed a ge-

neral aflbciation of our provinces ? Have we pledged

ourfelves to each other, to our pofterity, to mankind ?

.Have we made fo great, temporary at leaft, facrifices in

the glorious caufe of liberty ? Have we confounded our

enemies by a flrain of virtue, fcarcely credible in thefe

modern ages, and with a fpirit of harmony that has fur-

palled the moll fanguine expectation ? Have we a&ed

this noble part ? And fhall the council, and eleven con-

temptible Aflembly-men of New-York, attempt to ren-

der all we have done abortive ? Contemptible in all ref-

pe£ls, in numbers, in underflanding, in knowledge, and

in principles ! For what other tendency can their addref-

fes to their lieutenant-governor pofiibly have, but to coun-

teracl; the refolves of the Congrefs, and render every

thing you have done, abortive ? Thefe compoiitions oJ

pufillanimity, ahjec~l fervility, and difgufting folly, a-

mount fimply to this : That the uimofl exertion of thu

united continent, conjtjling of half a million offighting men.

can have no effecl ; that all the refiftance, civil or ?nilitary,

ivhich they can make, mufil be in vain ; but that redrefi

alone mtifi be fought, and can be expecledfrom the magna-

nimity of the Britifh nation, and the known goodnefs anc

virtue of the King. Gracious Heaven ! grant us pa-

tience to be told, that we are to expe£l any thing from

the magnanimity of a people who, for twelve years fuc-

ceffively, have fuiiered themfelves to be infulted, difgra-

ced, trampled upon, plundered, and butchered with im-

punity !
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.punity ! Or to be told, that we are to look up to the

gpodnefs and virtue of a king, who for tfcfe fame number
of years has been influenced to make inceffant war upon
the property, rights, privileges, laws, honour, and integri-

ty of his people, in every part of the Empire, is enough

to drive moderation itfelf into violence.

But, continue theie admirable fenators, what opens

fill a furerprofpetl of redrefs is, that his excellency gover-

nor Tryon is now near the throne , fo it feems, that what
the petitions, fupplications, remonftrances of the whole

colonies, of the city of London, of the great commercial

towns, of the leading counties of England, what the voice

of policy, reafon, juilice, and humanity, could not ef-

fect, Colonel Trycn's being in England will accomplifh.

I know not whether this. Colonel Tryon is a man of

fo extraordinary talents, eloquence, and influence, as to

work theie mighty miracles : I never underftood that he

was ; but I am fure, if he has common fenfe, and any-

manly feelings, he cannot help being fomewhat difguft-

ed, at this ill-timed impertinent flattery ; and that he

mufl conceive the greatefl contempt for the parafites

who, regard! efs of the molt important concerns of their

country and humanity, and at the very crifis which is- to

determine whether themfelves and their poferity are to be

freemen or faves ; could ftep out of their way to offer

up incenfe to an unimportant individual. It may be faid,

this is all declamation j it may be fo, but it is a declama-

tion which an honeft zeal in the public caufe has forced

me into. It is now time, gentlemen, to devife fome means
of putting a flop to this cancer before it fpreads to any

dangerous degree. You, gentlemen, of Virginia, and

your neighbours of Maryland, have perhaps thefe means
in your hands. I would propofe then, that after a fpi-

rited manifeftoexpreiTmg your abhorrence of the council,*

and

* I cannot perfuade myfelf that the council were unanimous in this

infamous addrefs ; there are individuals amongft them of known probi-

ty, fenfe, and patriotiim. But thefe gentlemen, fo far from objecr.iug

to the obligation of purging themfelves by oath of having any fhare

of the guilt, will rejoice in the opportunity of acquitting themfelves.
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and proftitute eleven of New-York, you mould pro*

ceed to punim the individuals of this wicked junto who
are in your power. Some of them have great con-

trails for wheat and corn in thefe provinces, from Nor-
folk, Alexandria, Chefter,, Baltimore, and other parts.

They export prodigious quantities, and enrich themfeTves

confiderahly by this commerce. I would propofe that

all commerce with-«^fe affaffms mould be laid immedi-
ately under an interdict. *, that not a fmgle fhip belong-

ing to a counfellor of New-York, unlefs he purges him-
felf by oath from having confented to the addrefs, or of

one of the proftitute eleven, mould be furnifhed with a

freight within the capes Henry or Charles ; and I have

that opinion of the virtue of thefe provinces, to think

your injunctions would be efficacious. But here I muff
beg leave to paufe for an inftant, and aik pardon of the

public for my apparent prefumption. An individual

who offers his thoughts to fo refpeclable a body, as a

Congrefs, delegated by the voice of a whole people, has

certainly the air of prefumption. It is in fome meafure
attributing to himfelf fuperior lights and abilities ; but,

on the other hand, it is allowed, that an individual/has

frequently been fortunate enough to chalk out lines in

which the moft fagacious and refpe£rable bodies have
not difdained to walk. If his propofals, or hints, be

weak and abfurd, they will naturally be laughed at ; but

if his intentions be honeit, the confcioufnefs of having-

acted from motives of reclitude and the love of his coun-
try, will fufhciently compenfate for any ridicule which
his fchemes can incur. I would therefore wifh, that

what I offer mould rather be underflood as hints than

advice. If thefe hints are attended to, T mall reap no
perfonal glory ; if they are defpifed, I fh'all be no per-

fonal fufferer, as my name will probably never be known.
But to proceed with my propcfals, or hints, in which
latter light I am moft delirous they mould be considered,

I could wiili, to the above-mentioned manifeflo, was
fubjoined the warmeff letter of thanks to the virtuous

ten of the Affembly of New-York, for their endeavours

to
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to ftem the profligacy and wickednefs of the majority,

and for the noble part they have acted as true Ameri-

cans and excellent citizens ; that another addrefs, no

lefs warm, mould be presented to the gentlemen and

people of New-York at large, expreffing your opinion

of their honefty and public fpirit, and lamenting their

peculiar circumflances 5 which to thofe who are ilran-

gers to thefe circumftances, may inculcate a belief that

they alone are exceptions to the character of patriotifm,

which the Americans are now indifputably entitled to.

But above all, I could wifh that it were recommended
to every province of the continent, more particularly to

their immediate neighbours of Pennfylvania, the Jerfies,

and Connecticut, not to fuffer one of this depraved un-

decemvirate to fet his foot on their territories, until he

invokes the forgivenefs of his country, and folemnly en-

gages, that his future life fhall be employed in making

compenfation for his prefent conduct, of fo obvioufly a

mifchievous tendency. The epithets proftitute, profli-

gate, &c. which I have fo freely made ufe of, may pro-

bably appear illiberal ; but, when we confider the mif-

chievous confequences which the conducl: of thefe Coun-

cil and Affembly-iTien of New-York are fraught with,

it muft be allowed, that no language can furnifh oppro-

brious terms adequate to their delinquency. I am far

indeed from apprehending that their weight and influ-

ence are fufficient to fhake the virtue of the continent,

or occanon any defection. I do not believe that an in-

dividual, much lefs a fet of men, will be found who
will be ftupid and wicked enough to tread in their fteps •,

the infamous *** of Philadelphia, and a fmail perverfe

drivelling knot of Quakers, who form his Senate and

Court, excepted.

This Worthy fixed his refidence at New-York, with

the profeiTed intention of working, with fome congenial

fpirits in that city, towards the ruin of the whole fabric

which the Congrefs had been raifmg. Indeed, it is moil

probable that he was the principal compiler, if not the

or, of thefe wretched addreiTes. The ftyle and fen-

timcnts
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laments are certain]yjus : the lame mill, fog, and dark-

nefs, which overcaft all his productions, envelop thefe

addrefies j alii the fame narrow, crooked politics, low

cunning, malignancy, and treachery, discoverable through

the mitt, fog, and obfcurity of all his works and actions,

betray themfelves in thefe addrefics.

It may now be alked, as I have reprefented the cha-

racter, weight and credit of thefe eleven Aflembly-men,

of the majority of the Council of New-York, and their

Philadelphian coadjutor, or, more properly, dictator, in

fo defpicable a light, wherefore fhould I found the alarm?

What mifchiefs can poiTibly refult from the utmofl fuch

men can do ? I anfwer, that although they can neither

•occafion any defection, nor prefent the leaft profpect of

fuccefs to the enemies of America and liberty, they can

do very cofiderable mifchief j • they can procraftinate the

iiuie -, they can, and moil probably will, prolong the inr

conveniences which we muft, more -or lefs, feel during

the conteft. There is nothing more certain than that

the miniftry have proceeded to die enormous lengths they

have done upon the prefumption, that the attacks upon

Bofton would not have been taken up by the other pro-

vinces as the caufe of the whole.* There is, therefore,

nothing more certain, than that tlie appearance of cur

firmnefs and unanimity, muftfoonhave overthrown them,

or forced them into a total change of meafures ; but

the leaft appearance, that this firmnefs and unanimity no

longer fubfift s, will encourage them to perfift, and will

enablethem to keep their ground fome time longer. Thefe

addreffes of New-York will give this appearance ; fo

that whatever the gentlemen, the merchants, the tradei-

men, the mechanicks, and the people of America at large,

fufrer from the prolongation of the conteft, whatever fhall

be added to the diftrelTes and burthen of the people at

home, whatever fhall further impair the commerce,

ftrength, credit, and reputation of the mother country,

and

* That this is the principle they acted upon, is now put out of dis-

pute, by the conduct ofLord North in the Home of Common?, an

ipeeeLcs directed to him.



and bring her frill nearer to total bankruptcy and ruin ;

whatever (hail farther alienate the affections of the child

From the parent, may-juftiy be imputed to this abjeCl-

Council and eleven proftitute AfTembly-men of New-
Fork.

3N A FAMOUS TRIAL IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS,
BETWEEN GENERAL MOSTTN, GOVERNOR. OF

MINORCA, AND AN INHABITANT OF
THAT ISLAND.

IT is a maxim with the Emperors of China, when the

people of any of their provinces offer up complaints

)f their governors, immediately to recal them, to hear

he charges brought again-ft them, and, if they are found

guilty, to punifh them in proportion to their delinquen-

;y ; and fuch is the parental complacency of thofe eaft-

rn monarchs for their fuhjects, that even when the

grievances complained of prove ill-founded, the governor

vho has had the misfortune, though innocently, to incur

he ill-opinion of the people, is never more employed,

n the fame capacity, over that or any other province,

lis having been fufpefted of mal-adminiftration being

teemed a total difqualification. Though the juftice of this

riaxim may not be univerfally admitted, it certainly is a

viie one, as it is founded on a refpe£t, and deference of

he public withes ; to which, when it can be done com-
patibly with the public fafety, the prince ought to pay
he greateft regard. But, how different has been the

ule of conduct, obferved through the whole prefent

eign ! Does a governor render himfelf completely odious

o the people over whom he is fet to prefide ?—he is that

nftant adopted a favourite at court. The infamous Ber-

lard, who was not only arraigned, but (lands convicted,

a the opinion of all mankind, of one continual feries of

nifrepreientation, falfehoods, treachery, and every fpe-

:ies ef treafon to the people of his government, was con-

inucd until the laft poflible moment j and, when recal-

led,
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l£d,
:

fo far from meeting with the cenfures he had merit-

ed, that he was exalted to the rank of a baronet, and had

an ample provifion made for him in Ireland. And this

public reward for delinquency has had the effect which;

muft naturally be expected; for his fucceflbr in office,

it is reported, pitches many bars beyond him in perfidy

and wickednefs, for which he probably expects an Irifti

peerage. And, to fay the truth, if our court a£ts con-,

riftently with itfelf, they are obliged, as his merits are

(till greater, to confer on him a higher title, and a more

ample provifion than on the boronet, his predeceflbr.

If we turn our eyes towards Ireland, the dencency

and kindnefs exhibited by the court for that people is

ft ill more linking. The late viceroy, by talents peculiar

to himfelf, almoft on his firft landing, incurred the con-

tempt and deteftation of the whole kingdom, to a man.

This was a fufficient, and, apparently, the only motive

of his being continued for a long five years in his ftation ;

for, what other motive can be conjectured ? As it is

agreed, on all hands, that even the wretched expedients

from day to day, little jobs and larcenies, as well as the

more fubflantial plundering, called, in the cant of cour-

tiers, bufinefs of government, were never fo miferabiy

bungled through as by this ridiculous mock-majefty. At

length, however, a fucceflbr is ^appointed : at length,

under the protection of the whole military, he is with-

drawn from the juft refentment of the people whom ht

had oppreiTed, beggared, and infulted ; and at length

thus circumilanccd, he is prefented to his fovereign, h)

whom he is carefTed, fmiled upon, and preferred in .ft

diftinguifhed a manner, that a ftranger who had beei

prefent, would have been apt to imagine him returnee

loaded with the fpoils of fome ancient inveterate enenv

of his country, and not with the injuries and execratioi

of a whole nation of loyal and affect:ionate fubjevSls.

Such has been the mode of treating the grievances o

our natural brethren of Ireland and the Mafiachufetts

Bay, and a Hill more comfortable profpecl: is opened t<

our fellow fubjecls who are not of a Britiih extraction

.Th
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rhe Canadians, the inhabitants of the ceded iflands, and

d£ Minorca ; thefe people are told, that if their property

]$ invaded, or their perfons infulted, they are to feek

redrefs from the King and Council. Are fome late oc-

currences calculated to give them confidence in thofe

from whom they are to feek redrefs ? Let us, without

exaggeration or perverfion, - ftate the cafe of General

Moftyn and Mr. Fabrigas. General Moftyn is accufed

by Fabrigas of violently and illegally throwing him into

prifon, and afterwards baniftiing him the ifland, for

no other crime than petitioning againft a regulation

which he conceiyed to be prejudicial and grievous. The
:aufe is tried : the allegation not only proves juft in its

Full extent, but aggravated with a variety of wanton,

:ruel circumftances.—Fabrigas, a fubftantial farmer, is

thrown into the dungeon appropriated to felions convict-

ed of capital crimes ; the fentinels receive ftrict orders

aot to allow the lead refrefhment to be conveyed to him ;

even the air-hole is guarded, left fome of his children or

friends mould drop a loaf of bread, or a bunch of grapes.

Having lain in this miferable dungeon for fome days,

lie is at length, hand-cuffed and pinioned, drawn forth,

,\nd, by the fimple fiat of this fmart,' lively miniature of

God's vicegerent on earth, John Moftyn, Efq. hurried

ail board a (hip * prepared for the purpofe, and interdict-

ed from the fire and water of his native ifland, until it

(houid pleafe the faid little, mighty John Moftyn, Efq. to

fufpend the interdict. And it was thought a wonderful
act of clemency, not only by his vifier, the molt accurate,

judicious, liberal, veracious Mr. Wright,^ but by another

illuftrious member o£*the divan, in thus commuting the

bov/-ftring or hatchet into the gentle fentence of banifh-

L ment -

}

* He was banifiied tor a year to Carthagena. His wife, as they were
carrying him on hoard, appeared on the beach with a matrafs, but tho
guard was ordered to drive her away with their bayonets ; this con-
venience of a matrafs being thought too great an indulgence.

$ His fecretary. This gentleman was aiked in court, whether it was
a pert o the trovernor's privilege to behead or hang ? and replied, in-

|
ly, he b.dieved it was. The chief engineer, efteemed a man of

fome fenfe and learning, feemed to be of the fame opinion.
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merit ; for thefe worthy minifters gave it as their opinion,

openly in an Englifh court, that ftrangling and behead*
ing was a part of his Highnefs's prerogative. But X
fhould beg pardon for attempting to be ludicrous upon
an occafion fo very ferious, not indeed becaufe a man of

Mr. Moftyn's ftamp, a contemner, and, as far as a very

little wit will enable him, a ridiculer of all publick fpirit

and fentiment, a deferter of his noble friend and patron,J
en the firfb appearance that he no longer poffefled the

power of ferving him farther.

That a man of this ftamp fhould be intoxicated with

authority, and run into violence and abfurdity, when re-

moved from immediate checks, is not to be wondered
-at, nor that fuch a governor fhould be furniihed v/ith a

dull mercenary fecretary, ready to execute the mandates
. of his principal, be they ever fo iniquitous and prepofte-

rous ; but that there mould be found a fingle officer of.

rank, of no defpicable parts, and fome reading, to encou-

rage, advife andjuitify meafures fo repugnant to the fpi-

rit of our conflitution and the rights of mankind, is afto-

nifhing, and in the higheft degree alarming : for, if fuch

notions become fafhionable amongft the military, our laws

are but a parapet of paper, which the fword is ready to

cut through on the firft hint from a dictator. The idea,

I fay, of fuch principles becoming fafhionable in the ar-

my, mull give the moil ferious alarm to every individu-

al who does not wifh annihilation to the prefent liber-

ties of thefe iilands, and enflavement to their pofterity.

But what follows, is more particularly a matter of melan-.

choly concern to our fellow fubjeclis, the colonifts of

America, the Canadians, and the people of Minorca..

They are, itfeems, if aggrieved, to feek redrefs from the

king and council ; but if they have reafon to think that

their redreflers will become partifans of thofe who op-

prefs them, what muft be the fituation of their minds
"~

Will they not naturally defpair, and refign themfelve

pafhvel

| Lord Rockingham ; to whom Mr. Moftjii owed all his great, pre

ferments; he oppofed his patron when minifter, becauie he knew it

i&rould nleafe the cabinet.

I-
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pamvely to the hand of power, or bravely attempt to" re*

drefs themfelves ? To one of thefe alternatives, a circum-

ftance immediately fubfequent to Mr. Moftyn's trial,

mud tend to reduce them. Reeking with the infamy

of being convicted by an honeft jury of his country, he

dared to prefent himfelfat the levee ofher firft magistrate,

where he, who is the head, and in fact creates and un-

creates this court from which redrefs and equity are to

flow, he, who mould con(ider himfelf as the corrector of

abules, and avenger of wrongs, could attempt to be face-

tious on the occafion. Well, General, fays the King, fo-

you have been cart ; and who v/ere the council em-
ployed by your doughty adverfary ? The General, a ve-

:eran courtier, long acciiftojmed to royal waggery, fmartly

replied, the learned ferjeant Glynn, and the profound

hake of Richmond, This was prOdigio.uily witty, that

he whole circle, lords of the bed-chamber, maids of ho-

nour, and privy council, all burft into a loud laugh.*

This may be a very excellent joke at St. James's 5 but

['can affaire Saint James's, that in -other places it favours

3ut of (hallow wit, and that it only ferves as a. proof, for

ffhich there was nooccafion, of the weaknefs of the heads,

tnd corruption of the hearts, within thofe walls. And I

:an further affure them, that did fuch noblemen, and
rich lawyers, as the duke of Richmond, and ferjeant

Glynn, form the circle of the drawing room 3 it would
De more for the honour of his Majefty, and the fatisfac-

:ion and fafety of the nation, than one compofed of the

Grafton's., Sandwiches, Nortons, and VTedderburnes.

A £HOET HISTORY OF THE TREATMENT OF MAJOR
GENERAL CONWAY, LATE IN THE SERVICE

OF AMERICA.

O
Philadelphia^ December 3 , 1 7 7 .? .-

N Monday the 23d of November laft, the honoura-'

ble Major General Conway fet out from this city,

on

* It is to be obferved, that the Treafury paid General Mofiya's da-
--
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on his return to France. The hiftory of the treatment
this gentleman had received, is fo fingular that it muft
make a figure in the anecdotes of mankind. He was
born in Ireland, but at the age of fix was carried into

France ; was bred up from his infancy to the profefiion of

arms ; and, it is univerfally allowed, by the gentlemen
of the nation, that he has, in their fervice, the reputation

of being what is {tiled ten tres brave major cYiivfanterie^

which is no fmall character. It implies, if I comprehend
the term right, a man porleiTed of all the requifite quali-

ties to fill the duties of a general officer in the fecondary

line, but by no means ranks him among thofe favoured

mortals to whom it has p)leafed God to give fo large a

portion of the ethereal fpirit, as to render reading, theo-

ry and practice unneceflary ; but with the fpe£tacle of

this phenomena Heaven entertains the earth but very

feldom •, Greece, as hifcorians report, Lad but one ;*

Rome none ; England and France, only one each.—

-

As to this hemifphere, I fnall be filent on the fubjecl;, left

I fhould be fufpected of not being ferious. But be this

as it may, it is paft doubt that General Conway is a man
of excellent underftanding, quick and penetrating, that .

he has feen much fervice, has read a great deal, and di-

gefted well what he has read. It is not lefs certain,

that he embarked, with the warmeft zeal, for the great

American Caufe, and it has never been infinuated, un-

lefs by thofe who have the talent of confounding caufes,

that his zeal has diminifhed. His recompence has been,

What ? he has loft his commiifion ; he has been refufed

the common certificate, which every officer receives at

the expiration of his fervices, unlefs his delinquencies

have been very fubft mtial indeed. And for what crime r

For

* x\lexander ; Henry the Fifth ; and the Prince of Gbnde. It may

be difputed, however, whether thefe herces were indebted to the gift

of Heaven alone for their glories. Alexander ferved fome campaigns

under his father Philip, had Arifio'tl'e for nis mailer, Henry, before he

became king, diftinguifhed himfelf in the civil wars againft the houft

of Northumberland, and, if I recollect right, commanded in fome ex-

pedition againfc the Welfh ; and the Prince of Conde had tenons from

the' great mailers formed in the fchools of the wars m the Low Country.
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Fpr none, by any law, or the moft-ftrained. conftrutHon

that can be put on any law, the reafons given are fo-far

rom being fubfhantial,that they really ought to reflect ho-

lour on his character. It feems he has been accufecl of

writing a letter, to a confidential friend, communicating

in opinion that the commander in chief was not equal to

he great talk he was charged with. Is this a crime ? The
rontrary. If it was really his opinion, it was decent, it

vas honefl, it was laudable, it was his duty. Does it

:ome under any article of war ? I may venture to affirm.,,

hat it does not. God help the community that mould

>e abfurd enough to frame a law which could be con-

trued into fuch a fenfe ; fuch a community could not

ong fubfift. It ever has been, and ever ought to be,

he cuilom in all armies, not abfolutely barbarians, for

he officers of high rank minutely to canvafs the.ineafures

f their commander in chief; and if his faults or mif-

akes appear to them many and great, to communicate

heir fentiments to each other ; it can be attended with

10 one bad confequence *, for if the criticifms are unjuftv

nd impertinent, they only recoil on the authors ; and
he great man who is the fubjecl: of them, mines with

edoubled lullre. But if they are all well founded, they

end to open the eyes of the Prince or ftate, who, from
i»lind prejudice, or fome ftrange infatuation, may have
' epoied their affairs in hands ruinoufly incapable. Does
,,ny man of fenfe, who is the leaft acquainted with hifto-

y, imagine that the greateft generals the world ever pro-

luced have efcaped cenfure ? Hanibal, Csefar, Turene,
Vlarlborough, have all been cenfured ; and the only

nethod they thought juflifiable of flopping the mouths of

heir cenfors, was by a frefli exertion of their talents, and
l perpetual feries of victories. Laijfons parler ces bableurs*

'efpere, que nous leur fertnerons la louche a force des vie-

mes, was the anfwer of the king of Pruffia to fchofe

vorthy Gentlemen, who thought to recommend them-
-lves by informing him, that fome of his meafures were
rsade very free with by certain officers in his army. In-

>eed
3 it is obfervable, that in proportion to the capacity

L 2 or
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or incapacity of the commander in chief, he eo'unte-

nances or difccuntenances the whole tribe of talebear-

ers, informers, and pickthanks, who ever have been, and

ever will be, the bane of thofe courts and armies where

\
they are encouraged, or even fuffered. Allowing Ge-

neral "Wafhington to be poliefTed of all the virtues anc

military talents of Epaminondas, and this is certainly al

lowing a great deal, for whether from our modern edu
cation, or perhaps the modern ftate of human affairs, i

is difficult to conceive that any mortal in thefe ages fhoul

arrive at fuch perfection ; but allowing it to be fo, h
v/ould ftill remain mortal, and of courfe fubject to th

infirmities of human nature : ficknefs or other cafualtie

might impair his understanding, his memory, or his cot
\

rage ; and, in confequence of the failure, he might adoj

meafures apparently weak, ridiculous, and perniciou

. Now, I demand, fuppofmg this certainly a poiuble caft

whether a law, the letter or fpirlt of which mould abfc

lutely feal up the lips and reftrain the pens, of every wi

nefs of the defection, would not, in fact, be denouncir

vengeance again ft thofe who alone have the means :

their power of faving the public from the ruin impe; I

ding, if they mould dare to make ufe of thefe means f<

its falvation. If there were fuch a law, its ab'furdi

would be fo monftroully glaring, that we may hard

fay, it would be more honoured in the breach than

t\e obfervance. In the Englifh and French armies, t]

freedom with which the conduct and meafures of cor

manders in chief are canvaffed is notorious, nor does

appear that this freedom is attended with any bad co

fequences j it has never been once able to remove a ri

. great officer from his command. Every action of t

JDuke of Marlborough (every body who has read mi

know) was not only minutely criticifed, but his wh(

conduct was difTeeted, in order to difcover fome crirr

blunder, fault, or even trifling error ; but all thefe irrip<

tinent pains and wicked induftry, were employed in vai

it was a court intrigue alone that fubverted him -

;
the k

.military cabals parted as the: idle wind;
Gene >
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(General Wolfe, with whom to be compared, it can

be no degradation to any mortal living, was not merely
criticifed, but grofsly calumniated by fome officers of

high rank under him ; but that great man never thought

of having recourfe to the letter or conftru£tion of any
law, in order to. avenge himfelf; he was contented with

informing his calumniators, that he was not ignorant of

. their practices, and that the only method he mould take

for their punifhment, would be an active perfeverance

in the performance of his duty, which, with the afliftance

of God, he made no doubt would place him beyond the

reach of their malice. As to what liberties they had ta-

ken with him perfonally, he mould wait till he was re-

duced to the rank of a private gentleman, and then fpeak

to them in that capacity.

Upon the whole, it appears, that it never was under-

stood to be the meaning of the Engliih article of war,

which enjoins refpecl: towards the commander in chief;

and of courfe it ought not to beunderftood, that the mean-
ing of that article of the American code (which is a fer-

Vile copy from the Engliih) is meant to proscribe the

communication of our fentiments to one another, on the

capacity or incapacity of the man on whom the fafety

or ruin of the Hate depends •, its intention was, without

doubt, in part, complimentary, and partly to lay fome de-

cent reilriftions on the licence of converfation and wri-

ting, which otherwife might create a diffidence in the

minds of the common foldiery, detrimental to the pub-
lic fervice. But that it was meant to impofe a dead,

torpid, idolatrous filence, in allcafes whatever, on men5

who, from their rank, muit be fuppofed to have eyes

and undemanding, nothing under the degree of an idiot

can perfuade himfelf : but admitting, in oppofition to

comnon fenfe and all precedents, the proceeding to be
' criminal ; admitting Mr. Conway guilty of it, to the ex-

tent reprefented, which he can demonftrate to be falfe 5

in the name of God, why inflitl: the higheft, at leaft ne-

gative punifhment, on a man untried and unheard. The
refufol of a certificate, of having ho;idUy ferved, is con7

fidered
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ikiered as the great-eft of negative punifhments > indeed

in the military idea, it is a pofitive one.

And I fincerely hope, and do firmly believe (fuch is

my opinion of the juftice of Congrefs) that- when they

have coolly reileclied on the merits and fortunes of this

gentleman, they will do him that juftice, which, nothing

but the hafty mifconftrucKon of a law haftily copied from
another law3 never "defined nor underftood, has hitherto

prevented.

PROPOSALS FOR THE FORMATION OF A BODY OF
LIGHT TROOPS, READY TO BE DETACHED

ON AN EMERGENT OCCASION.
'"

COUNT Polafki is certainly a good foldier, or he is

not 5 for my own part, I believe him a very good

one. In the firft place he is a Polander, whofe genius -

is adapted to the light or expedite war. In the fecond

place, he has had much practice in the beft fchools,

and is undoubtedly brave and enterprifmg. If he is not

a good foldier, as his corps is expensive, he ought not to

be detained ; therefore, it is expedient, either to fend

him about his bufinefs entirely, or to make the proper

ufe of him •, but on the fuppofition that he knows his

ihrade, I would propofe the following' fcheme—That his

legion fhould be immediately completed to twelve-, hun-

dred men, four hundred cavalry, and eight hundred

light infantry—for thefe eight hundred infantry, that a

draft fhould be made., without lofs of time, from every

regiment of the continent, entirely of natives j not fo

young as to be unable to refill the fatigues of this fort

of fervice, but of the proper age for violent exercife and
forced marches. Major Lee, whofeems to have come
out of his mother's womb a foldier, mould be incorpo-

rated in this legion, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel,

and to command fpecifically the whole cavalry. If Ma-
jor Lee's corps (for I know net their ftrength) will not,

added to the cavalry,Polaiki already haSj. complete them
to
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to four hundred, let there be a draft made from the othef

regiment of cavalry, Moilands, Blands, and Sheldons,

all of natives, and the very youngeft men ; becaufe on
Polaflci's principle of exercife (which I believe to be the

beft in the world) none but very young men are capable

Df being trained to the manoeuvres ; but as it is not cer-

tain that either Count Polafki or Major Lee underftand

the detail of cavalry, on which fo much depends, let

fome Quarter-Mafters, or Serjeants, who have ferved in

the Britifh cavalry, (and there are many on the conti-

nent) be found out, encouraged with rank and emolu-
ment, and employed. A corps thus compofed, with

brave and underftanding officers at their head, fuch as

are Polafki and Lee, with a few fubordinate officers,

knowing, in the detail, will render more effectual fervice

than any ten regiments on the continent. It would
iikewife put a flop, for the future, to that odious, perni-

:ious practice of picking the beft men "from every bat-

talion, on what are called extraordinary occafions ; which
practice has abfolutely no other efFeci: than diigufting

the greater part of the officers of the army, and render-

ing the whole difpirited and unfit for action. I could

quote a ftrong inftance of the bad confequences of this

cuftom. Some days before the affair of Monmouth, Ge-
neral Scott was detached with a corps of picked men
and officers, to the no fmail difguft of thofe who were
left behind, who could not help confidering it as a fort

of ftigma on their character. After this, the Marquis
de la Fayette was detached with another corps of one
thoufand, picked out in the fame manner. This body,

now confiding of twenty five hundred men, inftead of

falling on the enemies' flanks, did, from fome fatality,

abfolutely nothing at all. I was afterwards ordered to

march to fuftain them, with three fcanty brigades, com-
pofed entirely of the refufe ; and of this refufe I was
under the neceffity of forming my van-guard on the day
of the action of Monmouth ; for the picked corps, by
the blunders committed, were fo fatigued that they could

fcarcelv move their legs.

Phihr.
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Philadelphia, July. 6th, 177$..'

&OME QUERIES, POLITICAL ' AND MILITANT, HUMBLY
OFFERED TO THE CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLIC.

lft. -W-lTXHETHEPv George the Firft did not, -on

|| his acceilion to the throne of Great Bri-

tain, by making himfelf king of a party, inftead of the

whole nation,, fow the feeds not only of the fubverfion

of the liberties of the people, hut of the ruin of the whole

empire ?

2d. Whether, by profcribing the clafs of men, to

which his miniftry were pleafed to give the appellation

of Tories, he did not, in the end y make them not only

real tories, but even Jacobites ?

3d* Whether the confequence of this diftinelion, now
become real, was not two rebellions ', and whether the

fruit of thofe rebellions, although defeated, were not

fsptennial parliaments, a large (landing army? an enor-

mous, additional weight and pecuniary influence thrown

into the fcaie of the crown, which in a few years have

borne down, not only the fubftance, but almoft the form,

of liberty, all fenfe.of patriolifrn, the morals of the peo-

ple, and, in the end, overturned the mighty fabric of the

Britifh empire ?

4th. Whether the prefent men in powerr in this (late,

do not tread exactly in the fleps of this pernicious mi-

niftry, by profcribing and disfranchifmg fo large a pro-

portion of citizens as thofe men whom they find it their

intereil to brand with the-denomination of Tories ?

5th. Whether liberty, to be durable, fhould not be

conftrued on as broad a bafis as pofiibie ; and whether

the fame caufes, in all ages, and in all countries, do not

produce the fame effects ?

dth. Whether it is not natural, and even juftinable,

for that clafs of people (let the pretext be ever fo plaufi-

ble) who have been dripped of their rights as men, by

the hard hand of power, to with for, and endeavour

to bring about, by any means whatever, a revolution in

that (late, which they cannot but confideJ? as an ufurpa-

tion and tyranny ? 7 th.
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7th. Whether a fubjecl: of Morocco is not, when we
:onfider human nature, a happier mortal, than a disfran-

:hifed citizen of Pennfylvania, as the former has the

.onifort of feeing all about him m the fame predicament
vith himfelf j the latter, the mifery of being a flave in

he fpacious bofom of liberty ? The former drinks the

up, but the latter alone can tafte the bitternefs of it.

8th. Whether an - enlightened member of a French
tarliament is not a thoufand times more wretched than
Ruffian cirf or peafant ? As to the former, the chains

?

rom his fenfibility, mufl be extremely galling ; and on
lie latter, they fit as eafy as the fidn of his back.

oth. Whether it is falutary or dangerous, confiftent
rith, or abhorrent from, the principles and fpirit of liberty

nd republicanifm, to inculcate and encourage in the

eople, an idea, that their welfare, fafety, and glory, de-

end on one man ? Whether they really do depend on
ae man ?

-i oth. Whether, among the late warm, or rather

iyai addreflers, in this city, to his Excellency General
^"amington, there was a (ingle mortal, one gentleman
tcepted, who could poffibly be acquainted with his

lerits ?

i nth. Whether this gentleman excepted, does really

iiink his Excellency a great man ; or whether evidences
:ould not be produced of his fentiments being quite the

:verfe ?

j 1 2th. Whether the armies under Gates and Arnold,

id the detachment under Starke, to the Northward, or

lat immediately under his Excellency, in Pennfylvania,

ive the decifive turn to the fortune of war ?

13th. Whether, therefore, when Monfieur Gerard
id Don Juan de Miralles, fent over to their refpedlive

)urts the pictures of his Excellency General V/afhing-
>n at full length, by Mr. Peal, there would have been
iy impropriety in fending over, at the fame time, at

aft a couple of little heads of Gates and Arnold, by
I, de Simitiere.
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14th. Oa what principle was it that Congrefe, in the

year 1776, fent for General Lee quite from Georgia,

with injunctions to join the army under General Waih-

ington, then in York-Ifland, without lofs of time.

1,5 th. Whether Congrefs had reafon to be fatisfied or

dinatisfled with this their recal of General Lee, from

what fubfequently happened on York-Ifland, and at the

White-Plains
\

1 6th. Whether Fort Wafhington was or was not te-

nable ? Whether there were barracks, cafe-mates, fuel,

or water, within the body of the place ? Whether in the

out-works, the defences were in any decent order ? And
whether there were even platforms for the guns ?

17th. Whether, if it-had been tenable, it could have

anfwered any one fingle purpofe ? Did it cover, did it

protect a valuable country ? Did it prevent the enemy's

ihips from paiTmg or repairing with impunity ?

1 8th. Whether, when General Howe manifeftly gave

over all thoughts of attacking General Waihington, in

the lad ilrong pofition in the rear of White-Plains,

and fell back towards York-Ifland, orders mould not

have been immediately difpatched for the evacuation d
Fort Waihington, and for the removal of ail the (lores

of value from Fort Lee to fome lecure fpot, more re-

moved from the river ? YVhether this was not prop©*

fed and the propofal flighted ?

19th. Whether the lofs of the garrifon of Fort Warn
ington, and its confequent lofs of Fort Lee, with tnt

tents, (tores, &c. had not fuch an effecl: on the fpiritt

of the people, as to make the difference of twenty thou-

land men to America ?

20th. Whether, in the defeat of Brandewine, Gene

ral Sullivan was really the perfon who ought to have

been-cenfured ?

2 1 ft. Whether, if Duke Ferdinand* had commandec

at German Town, after having gained, by the valour oi

bi

* In one of the numerous publications which Have lately infeftec

Philadelphia, it was brought as a crime againft Mr. Deane, that b«

ha& dir-eclhc, or indirectly, *nade fome over cures to Prince Ferdinan<
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ial victory, he would have contrived, by a fmgle flroke

)f the Bathos, to have corrupted this partial victory into

i defeat ?

2 2d. Whether our poiitiou at Valley Forge was not

uch, that if General Howe, or afterwards General Clin-

on, had been well informed of its circumftances, de-

efts, and vices, they might not at the head of ten, or

:ven of eight thoufand men, have reduced the Ameri-

:an army to the fame fatal neceffity as the Americans

lid General Burgoyne }

23d. Whether the trials of General St. Clair, of

rhich Court-Martial General Lincoln was preiident,

nd that on General Lee, were conducted in the fame

arms, and on the fame principles ? Whether in the

armer, all hearfay evidences were not abfolutely reject-

d ; and in the latter hearfay evidence did not conftitute

very confiderable part ?

24th. Whether if the Generals Schuyler and St.. Clair,

ad been tried by the fame Court-Martial as General

>ee was,. and inftead of Congrefs, General Wafhington
ad been the profecutor, thofe gentlemen (unexception-

ble as their conduct was) would not have flood a very

igl.y chance of being condemned ? And whether, if

iftead of General Wafhington, Congrefs had been the

rofccutor, General Lee would not probably have been

ctyuitted with the higheft honour ?

25th. Whether it muft not appear. to every man who
as read General Washington's letter to Congrefs, on
he affair at Monmouth, and the proceedings of the

-ourt-Martial, by which General Lee was tried, that if

he contents of the former are facts, not only General
-•ee's defence muft be a tiffue of the mod abominable
.udacious lies, but that the whole ftring of evidences,

M both

Fsrunfwick, to accept the command of the American army, who muft
f couri'e have hiperfeded General Wafhington. This crime appeared
all the foreign oncers who arc acquainted with the prince's reputa-

a foldier, in fevery ridiculous a li.e;ht, tliat they never think or.

'isak of it without being thrown into violent fits of laughter.
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both on the part of the profecution and profecuted, muft
be guilty of rank perjury, as the teftimonies of thofe

gentlemen, near forty in number, delivered on oath,

icarcely in one article coincide with the detail given in

his Excellency's letter ?

COPY OF GENERAL LEE'S WILL.

MAJOR GENERAL CHARLES LEE, of the

county of Berkley, in the commonwealth of Vir-

ginia, being in perfect, health, and of a found mind,

confidering the certainty of death, and the uncertainty

of the time it may happen, have determined to make
this my laft will and teftament, in manner following

:

that is to fay, I give and bequeath to Alexander White,

Efq. one hundred guineas, in confideration of the zeal

and integrity he has difplayed in the adrniniftration of

my affairs, alfo the choice of any two of my colts or fil.

Jies under four years of age.

Item, I give and bequeath to Charles-Minn Thrufton

Efq. fifty guineas, in confideration of his good qualities

and the friendfhip he has manifefted for me ; and to

Buckner Thrufton, his fon, I leave all my books, as
"

know he will make a good ufe of them.

To my good friend John Mercer, Efq. of Marlbo-

rough in Virginia, I give and bequeath the choice of twe

toed mares, of all my fwords and piftols, and ten gui-

neas to buy a ring : I would give him more, but as 'he

has a good eitate'and a better genius, -he has fufficientj

if he knows how to make a good ufe of them.

I give and bequeath to my former aid de camp, Ot-

way Bird, Efq. the choice of another brood mare, anc

ten guineas for the fame purpofe of a remembrance-ring.

I "give and bequeath to my worthy friend Colone

William Grayfon, of Dumfries, the fecond choice oi

two colts ; and to my excellent friend William Steptoe

of Virginia, I woukUeaye a great deal, but as he is- no\s

£o rich", it' would be no lefs than robbing my other friend;
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who are poor. I therefor® entreat, he will only accept

>f five guineas, which I bequeath to him to purchafe a

ring of affection.

f bequeath to my old and faithful fervant, or rather

aumble friend, Guifippi Minghini, three hundred gui-

neas, with all my horfes, mares, and colts of every kind,

:hofe abovementioned excepted ; likewife all my wear-'

ng apparel and plate, my waggons and tools of agrieul-

:ure, and his choice of four milch cows.

I bequeath to Elizabeth Dunn, my houfekeeper, one

mndred guineas and my whole Hock of cattle, the four

milch cows abovementioned only excepted.

I had almoft forgot my dear friends, (and I ought to

>e aihamed of it) Mrs. Shippen, her fon Thomas Ship-

>en, and Thomas Lee, Efq. of Belle-View. I beg they

fill] accept ten guineas each, to buy rings of affection.

My landed eflate in Berkley, I defire may be divided

nto three equal parts, according to* quality and quanti-

y •, one-third part I deviie to my dear friend Jacob

VIorris, of Philadelphia ; one other third part to Evan
Edwards, both my former aid de camps, and to their

leirs and affigns ; the other third part I devife to Elea-

;er Ofwald, at prefent of Philadelphia, and William

Gk)ddard, of Baltimore, to whom I am under obligati-

>ns, and to their heirs and affigns, to be equally divided

>etween them j but thefe devifees are not to enter upi-

:il they have paid off the feveral legacies abovemention-

ed, with intereft from the time of my death, and ail rax-

:s which may be due on my eftate. In cafe I fhoulct

ell my faid landed eftate, I bequeath the price thereof,

ifter paying the aforefaid legacies, to the faid Jacob
Morris, Even Edwards, Eleazer Ofwald, and William
Goddard, in the proportions abovementioned.

All my naves, which I may be porTened of at the

time of my deceafe, I bequeath to Guifippi Minghini
and Elizabeth Dunn, to be equally divided between them.

All my other property of every kind, and in every

part of the world, after my deceafe, funeral charges, and
riecerTary expences of adminillration are paid, I give,

deviie,
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devife, and bequeath to my filter Sidney Lee, her heirs

and affigns for ever.

i I defire moil earneflly, that I may not be buried in

any church . or church-yard, or within a mile of any

Prefbyterian or Anabaptift meeting-houfe \ for mice I

have refided in this country, I have kept fo much bad

company when living, that I do not chufe to continue

it when dead.

I recommend my foul to the Creator of all worlds

and of all creatures 3 who muft, from his vifible attri-

butes, be indifferent to their modes of worfhip or creeds,

whether Chriliians, Mahometans, or Jews ; whether in-

Hilled by education, or taken up by reflection ; whether

more or lefs abfurd ; as a weak mortal can no more be

anfwerable for his perfuafions, notions, or even fcepti-

cifm in religion, than for the colour of Jiis fkin.

And I do appoint the above-mentioned Alexander

White and Charles Minn Thrufton, executors of my
laft will and teftament, and do revoke all other wills by

me heretofore made. In witnefs whereof I have here-

unto fet my hand and feal this day of

in the year of our Lord, one thoufand feven hundrec

and eighty-two.

CHARLES LEE.

Signed, fealed, published,"")

and declared by the faid Ma-
]

jor General Charles Lee, as, ^
and for, his laft will and

j

teftament. In prefence ofj
James Smith,
Samuel Swearingen,
William Garrard.

A:
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At a court held for Berkley county, the 15th day of

April, 1783, this laft will and teftamentof Charles Lee,
deceafed, was prefented in court by Alexander White,
one of the executors therein named, who made oath

thereto according to law, and the fame being proved to

be executed on the 10th day of September, 1782, by

the oaths of James Smith and Samuel Swearingen,

two of the witnefles thereto, and ordered to be record-

ed ; and on the motion of the faid executor, who enter-

ed into bond with Adam Stephen, Efq. his fecurity, in

the penalty of twenty thoufand pounds, conditioned for

his true and faithful adminiftration of the faid eftate,

certificate is granted him for obtaining a probate there-

of in due form of law.

A COPY.

WILLIAM DREW.

M 2 LETTERS
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LETTERS
TO AND FROM

MAJOR GENERAL LEE.

LETTERS to GENERAL LEE, from several

EMINENT CHARACTERS BOTH IN EUROPE
and AMERICA.

London) Nov. l6thy 1759.
My dear Lee,

YOUR American pofts are exceffive hard upon me,

and mal reglee's. You and Montgomery* are io

good as to write to me often from thence. I have been,

upon honour, very exact, in my anfwers, without having

been lucky enough that either of you (hould have heard

from me. This time I hope to be more fortunate, hav-

ing recommended my letter to the beft hand. I envy

you all the fervice you have feen whilft I have been in the

mofl fluggim inactivity. I have indeed got a fon, but

cela ne conte gueres. Our gocd fortune, and that of oui

friends, has been indefatigable this year. To-day, we have

the news of the furrender of Muniter, and the French in

Germany retiring, probably into winter quarters. Daur

is doing the fame, and is likely to leave the amazing

King of Pruffia once more in poffeiiion of Saxony. Tht

Ruffians, we flatter ourfelves, will move no more. Th<

Breft fleet is out -, Hawke after them, and a good ac-

count of them hoped for, and expected every moment
'< Nex
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Next year I hope to have fomething to do In Germany,
where they talk of fending us. I believe you already

know my trade—Lieutenant Colonel to George Elliott's

Light Dragoons. Being as horfe-mad as ever, and hav-

ing the rank of Colonel before, by being the King's aid

de camp, I preferred that to a young regiment of foot.

So many children have of late been made Generals, that

we Children-colonels are already very high in the lift.

The riding of this new corps has kept me fully employed

this whole fummer, and I am now come up to town for

winter quarters, which the feafon makes much more
pleafant than the country ones. We are all here in grief

for the lofs of poor Wolfe. Nobody of that age can be

more publicly and privately admired and regretted. The
war in America, we are in hopes, will be over very foon ;

if fo, I fhall hope then to have the pleafure of feeing you.

The French's fighting-days feem to be over, or, at lean:,

fufpended. Every day produces a change amongft them,

of generals, admirals, and miniftry ; and every thing

fpeaks them to be in the greater! poverty and difunion.

It don't often happen here, or any where elfe, I believe^

but there is certainly at prefent amongft all here the

greater!: fpirits and unanimity imaginable, and no appear-

ances of want ; - much debauch, and good living ; fo

pray come^ amongft us foon. You have the good fortune

-not only to have feen fervice' enough, but moil of it fuc-

cefsful. All your friends are well. Adieu., my dear

Lee ! let me hear from you when you can, and be afTur-

ed that no one can intereft themfelves more iincerely

about you than,

Your moft affectionate Friend, and

Humble Servant,

To Capt. Charles Lee,
in the ^th Reg. Albany,

PEMBROKE.

London^
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London, Nov. 28/iy 1759*
Dear Charles,

YOU have obliged me very much by a fecond letter

come lately to my hands, and dated at. Niagara. We
had before received accounts of the reduction of it, and

your being in pofieffion of the glorious country around

;

which-, by your description, mud be a paradife indeed
gj

and it is much to be wifhed, it may never again go out

of your hands. Our acquisitions this year have been fo

great and important, that it has been thought proper to

appoint to-morrow a public thankfgiving-day : and tho*

Amherft has not got fo forward as was expected, yet he

fends word he is Mafter of Lake Champlain ; which, as

we are pofiefled of the other fide of Quebec, rrmft bound
the enemy between the two in fuch a manner, as, we
conclude here, will difixefs them extremely, if not oblige

them to make fubmimon, and furrender. In Europe,

you will have heard Bofcawen fell in with the Toulon

ileet, and took four of them ; and we are now in hourly

expectation of Hawke's overtaking the Breft fleet, which

ftole out of the harbour the other day, in order, as it is

fiippofed, to cover a defcent, either upon Ireland or this

country, which they have long threatened us with ; but

it muft be a very defperate game they are playing, fince,

if our fhips have the luck to come up with them, we
have little fear here of their giving them fuch a blow as

will put an end to the naval force of France for fome

time to come.—But I will talk no more of public affairs ;

it will probably be of greater fatisfa£Uon to you, to hear

of the welfare of your friends and relations, which I am
happily enabled atprefent to afliire you of j for I know
not of any exception amongft them all. My fon is gone

to Turin, and I hope we may prefume upon his health,

though we have not lately heard from him : he is to flay

here five or fix months, and afterwards to rambje about

Italy another twelve-month. Your filter Sidney com-
plains you do not write fo often as ihe wiihes. I gave

her the fatisfa£Uon of knowing you had favoured me
lately with a letter, and that you were well and happy,

as
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ts 1 am willing to fuppofe by the {train of your ftile, which
s very lively and entertaining. The books and choco-

ate you defired, have been fent to Mr. Galcroft near a

nonth ago, who has taken . the charge of them j and I

lope they will get fafe to your hand ; But fure you are

lot to flay on that continent for ever : We wifh you to

:ome again amongft your friends, and probably fome
hange might be procured, as well as advance, on this

ide of the water, if you defire it. Lord Granby com-
nands in Germany at prefent, and is likely to be at the

lead of the army on this fide of the water too, if Ligonier

hops -, and it is fuppofed he cannot laft a great while-

onger. The taking of Munfler, which we had advice

if the other day, will be of great importance to our allied

rmy, arid fecure them good winter quarters. A great

nany matches are talked of here in town^ fo that if you
io not come foon, all our fine young ladies will be difpof-

:d of ; but I know of none of your more particular

icquaintance that have, or are about, changing their (late.
3ray go on writing to us ; nobody better qualified to en-

ertain by their letters : I wifh I had as good a knack
>n my fide, for the fake of your amufement. Your aunt

tnd coufins beg to live conftantly in your memory and
*ood wiflies ; they defire I will aflure you, you have theirs

noil heartily ; and I hope I need not add, that you will

jivariably have thofe of your affectionate and obliged

uncle,

WILLIAM BUN3URY.
Capto Charles Lee.

IVarfaWy April iqih, 1 7 67.
My dear Colonel, <

I ADMIRE, very much, the fubtilty of your reafon-

ing, and the arguments you run after, to prove me in

lank for the filence you have long obferved, which, I con-

iefs, lias furniflied me often with fubject for reflexions.

The receipt of your letter has given me fo much pleafure,

that I ought in gratitude to forget every uneafy thought

that
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pectation of it ; and therefore mall proceed immediately

to thank you for the intelligence it brings me, and the

affiirances it renews of your affection and friendlhip.

I fliould have been heartily glad to have heard, my
dear Colonel, that his Majefty's recommendationhad been

more fuccefsful in procuring you an eflablifTiment equal

to your merit and willies ; but am not at all furprifed

that you find the door fliut againft you by the perforr

who has fueh unbounded credit ; as you have ever too

freely indulged a liberty of declaiming, which many infa-

mous and invidious people have not failed to inform him
of. The principle on which you thus openly fpeak your

mind, is honeft and patriotic, but not politic k
, and as it

will not fucceed in changing men or times, common
prudence mould teach us to hold our tongues, rather

than to rifque our own fortunes without any profpect of

advantage to ourfelves or neighbours. Excufe this fcrap

of advice, my dear Colonel, and place it ta the vent of a

heart entirely devoted to your intereft.

I remember my promife, to inform you of the trans-

actions of this place 5 and had I received a line from

you upon the road, mould have endeavoured to find time

during the diet to have given you a {ketch of the critical

and unexpected affairs that agitated us ; it will be needv

iefs now, as the public papers and your other correfpon-

dents here have, doubtlefs, not failed to inftruct you.

The important affair of the diffidents was rudely and in-

folently refufed ; and you cannot be ignorant that thofe

gentlemen have formed two confederations in Poland

and in Lithuania, fupportd by a Ruffian army of thirty

or forty thoufand men, and that we expect a diet extra-

ordinary in the months of Augult or September, for ter-

minating their demands, to the fatisfaction of the powd-

ers who intereft themfelves in their behalf: and though

it is impofnble to fay how it will end, yet the appearan-

ces at prefent are much in their favour, and we have all

reafon to think, that it will be conducted without any

interruption of the tranquillity of the republic.

You



(
i3i

)

You mull not imagine, that however important this

qegociation is, that our great men cannot mid time for

xher amufements and engagements. The object that

mgrorTes cur attention at this moment, is love, and the^

"amily of Clavereau (you remember the French actor

md his two daughters :) Prince Gafpar Lubomirfki mar-
ies the youngeft daughter to-day, and the eldeft ran

iway, and married a mufician, two days ago, having re-

vived from R— a confiderable fum, as a recompence
or fo infamous a part, and as ferving only for a cloak

jo his views of getting her out of her father's houfe. The
"ather has a£ted, on this occafion, like a prince, and the,

imbailador like a comedian ; the latter laughs, and is

:ontent with his dexterity, and his flatterers tell him, he
s an habile negotiateur : but every prudent and impartial

nan muft condemn a perfon of his rank and character

—father of many children, and paft the heat of youth-

—

or having committed fuch an extravagance.

The chart du pais remains pretty much the fame as

vhen you left us : the fame friendships and the fame
juarrels. You have been the inflrument of making
kind's fortune ; M —has given him the abfolute di-

ection and education of Monf. Chambellan's fon, with a

jenlion for life ; and he is to travel with him in a couple

)f years ; and I cannot but congratulate both parties
\

m Lind has great merit as a fcholar, and a man of prin-

;iples and worth.

I am much obliged to you, my dear Calonel, for your

lifers of fervice, and am convinced, that you would feize

my opportunity of being ufeful tome; I don't know in

ivhat manner you can do me a greater, than in the con-

fervation of your fentiments for me. Take care of your

health, and hufband well your fortune, which is fuffici-

ent to make you happy ; and in your happinefs, I fhall

always iind a fincere tatisfaction. Adieu, my dear Co-
lonel ! I am and fliall be, to the end. of my life,

Your affectionate Friend and Servant,

THOMAS VvTROUGHTON.
pol. Lee.

IJlutid
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'Iftatid'St. John, Nov. lOt.b, 1772.

My Dear Lee,

OF all men on earth, you are the laft from whom I

expected to hear, unlefs it was in a paragraph of a fow

reign Gazette, that fuch a day Monf. General Lee, un

Anglois, was cut to pieces, defending his Polifh Majeftyy

or in fome defperate uncommon attack ; or, which was
fully as likely, that you was hanged for treafon, in fome

of the damned arbitrary governments you have been

Wandering through. But, how furprifed ! when, in the

place of this, I received a nattering letter from you, da*

ted Dijon. Surely, Lee, the climate of France has

produced this wonderful effecl:. I am fure in Old En-
gland you would never flatter any man, much lefs one

whom you honoured with your friendfhip. Do you not
1

know how apt we all are to forget ourfelves when hi

^power, or upon any fudden elevation ; and how very 1

ready we are to believe all the handfome things that even 1

the moil abject fycophants are pleafed to befpatter us

with ? Then, my friend, how much more dangerous

mud it be from a man, of whofe underftanding I have al-

ways had the higheft opinion ? And who is fo remarka-

ble for his candor and freedom of fpeech, that they are,

to the difgrace of our day, well known to be his greateft

enemies. In fpite of what I fay, I will acknowledge I

am proud of your good opinion, though delivered in too

flattering a ftile ; but I hope it will have no other eftecli

than to make me endeavour to deferve it.

Taking it for granted, that you will like to know how
I bear my promotion, I will give you as impartial an ac-

count of it, in as few words ^s it is poflible for a man
give ofhimfelf. I feel myfelf independent, and a flave

to flaves, obliged to court and flatter men whom I de£
pife, both for their want of abilities and want of honefty.

I hate power, and fchofe in it, more and more every day.

I am plainer in my table and apparel than you ever knew
me, without an attempt or wilh to be rich. I have chil-

dren and I feel they may one day be under another go-

vernor, on the fpot where their father once preuded.

This
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This helps to make me careful, and as tender as poflible

>f thofe entrufted to my care. My actions are as pub-

ic as they can poffibly be made 5 and I hope my chil-

Iten and friends will never have reafon to blufh, or be

iftiamed to hear of them.. I find the care of a people a

nore difficult thing than I imagined it to be, and I found

nyfelf very defective as a legiflator : the former, perhaps,

ime may render more eafy, and I am endeavouring to

emedy the latter, by as clofe an application, to ftudy

he fpirit of the laws ofmy country, as is in my power ;

n the meantime, I am cautious of doing much, left I

nay do more evil than good. This,, if I know any thing

)f myfelf, is truth. How you will like the daubed por-

rait, I know not, nor whether or not, I may not forfeit

1 part of your good opinion, by the badnefs of the at-?

empt.

Having faid fo much of myfelf, I now come to your

>ufinefs ; and in the firft place, I promife you, if it be
n my power to do any for you, I will, and with more
Jeafure than you can alk me. In the mean time, I can
•nfwer you fome.of your.queries to a greater certainty, by
>eing here, than if I had received your letter in Suffolk

Street, where you directed it to me. You defired to

mow if it is worth your while to lay out any money on
four lands in this ifland 3 I anfwer, yes. You have half

>f the very bed lot on this ifland, or at Jeaft as good as

iny, and were Tin your circumftances, I luoiddhz pro-

prietor of the whole of it; in that manner I would lay out
:he firft money. There are a good many French who
live upon it already j but for want of title to the land,

they do not improve it as they might : thefe would com-
mence a fmall rent immediately, for which reafon vou
ought to appoint an agent ; and if you do not like to

purchafe the other half, you ought to come to fome agree-
ment with Sir Francis M'Leane, either to have a divifion

made of it, or to bear a mare of the expences •, but I

would by all means recommend the former, that is to fay,

to purchafe the whole, or to have it divided,

N The
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The kind of man, I' would recommend to you as an

agent, would be an Engliih farmer, an aclive fellow,

with a genius a little above the common run of them j one

that would not be fo much guided by old cuftoms, as to

attempt ploughing here in February, becaufe he was

ufed to do fo at home : in fhort, a man who can think a

little and accommodate both himfelf and his labour tc

the climate. As you have a plentiful fortune, no mat-

ter whether or not he has, perhaps better not. To fuch

a man you might give, at an eafy rent, as much land 'as

he thought would make him a compleat farm. He ought

to bring fome fervants with him, who ought to be bounc

for three or four years, he paying them yearly wages
;

fomething more than they get in England. He ought tc

bring likewife all the iron parts of every kind of farming

utenlils, and all the neceflary iron work for buildinghim-

felf a houfe ; and, befide that, either money, or a cre-

dit to purchafe cattle and a year's provifions.

If you had fuch a man well fettled ; and it mould be

done in fuch a manner, that he might feel as few incon-

veniencies as poffible ; he would foon bring you more
;

for you may depend upon it, the foil and climate both

would pleafe him. He ought to have a power of attor-

ney to let your lands, and indeed as extenfive a one 21

you, from your knowledge of the man, would think

prudent to entruft him with.

But after all, dear Lee, what is there to hinder you

from taking a view of the place yourfelf, nay, of being

your own agent. Do not you think the cultivating yom

lands, and improving your conftitution and fortune, is?

much more rational, and, perhaps, I might fay, fenfibk

employment, than (tampering over all the continent qi

Europe, in fearch of damned Hungarian fevers. Come,

Lee, and leave Hume to cram his hiftory down the

throats of his countrymen, for few others read it. You

will find your gall bladder decreafe in fize very much,

without writing ftriclures upon any thing •, or even abu-

fing a king or aBarrington, as foon as you fet foot upon

jhis our free and hofpitable coaft : and to encourage

you,
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you, as I know you like good living, I will engage to

give you as good beef, mutton, poultry, and fait fifli, as

you ever met with, and, as my countrymen fay, a hun-

dred thoufand welcomes. And now, taking it for gran-

ted, that you will be as tired with reading as I am with

writing, by the time you get thus far, I will finiih, by

alluring you, that I am your affectionate friend, and

fervant,

W. PATTERSON.
Colonel Lee.

Dear Sir, Weflminfter, Feb. rft, 1774.

I RECEIVED two letters from you ; one by Mr-

Hev, the other by the pacquet : I thank you molt fin-

cerely for both. Your firfl was particularly acceptable,

as it gave me an opportunity of renewing and of improv-

ing my acquaintance with a gentleman, for whofe cha-

racter I have always had an high efteem. My particu-

lar friends were the firft who took notice of his merit;

They imagined, that they could not do a better fervice

to government, in a newly acquired French country,

than to fend them one of the belt famples we were able

to furaiih of plain manly Englifh fenfe and integrity. I

wifh thofe who rule at prefent may ihew, by the provisi-

on they make for him here, that fuch qualities are ftill in

fome requeft among ourfelves.

It was extremely kind of you to remember your friends

in our dull worn out hemifphere, among the infinite ob-
jects of curiofity, that are fo exuberantly fpread out before

you, in the vaft field of America. There is, indeed,

abundant matter, both natural and political, to give full

fcope to a mind active and interprifing like yours ; where
fo much has been done and undone ; and where Hill

there is an ample range for wifdom and rniftake. Either

mud produce confiderable effects in an affair of fuch ex-
tent and importance. It will be no light mifchief, and
no trivial benefit. When one confiders, what might be

done*
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done there, it is truly miferable to think of its prefenf

diftra£led condition : But as the errors which have

brought things into that ftate of confuiion are not likely

to be corrected by any influence of ours, upon either fide

of the water, it is not wife to fpeculate too much on tht

fubje£t ; it can have no efFe£t, but to make ourfelve:

imeafy, without any poffible advantage to the public.

'.Here, as we have met fo we continue, in the mod per

feci: repofe. It has been announced to us, that we art

to have no bufmefs but the gold coin ; this has not ap

peared as yet : And if there be nothing further than w<

hear of intended, it will come on time enough. The po

litics of the continent, which ufed to engage your atten

tion fo much, attract no part of ours. Whether tb

American affairs will be brought before us is yet un

certain.

Saturday, I heard the Maflachufetts petition againl

their governor and deputy, difcufled before council. ]

was fpoken to, very ably, by the council on either fide

by. MefFrs. Dunning and Lee, for the province -, by Mi
Wedderburn for the governors. The latter uttered

furious Philippic again/}poor Doftor\ Franklin.. It requii

ed all his Philofophy, natural and acquired,. to fuppoi

him agairii! it. I heard that the petition will be rejectee

The council was the fulleit of any in our memory • thh

ty-five attended.

I hope, as you fay nothing of it in your laft letter, the

your fit of the gout was but gentle, and rather a mar

remedy than any thing that deferves to be called a di;

eafe. With many thanks for your obliging remen

brance, and ail good wifhes for an agreeable journey an

i'afe return, I am,

Dear Sir,

Your moll obedient humble Servant,

EDMUND BURKI

Dea
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'1)ea* Lee, New-York, June ioth, 1774^

I SHOULD have done myfelf the pleafure to have

vrote to you before ; but really did not know where a

etter would find you ; fometimes we heard you were
rone to the Weft-Indies ; at another, that you were
rone on to Carolina ; by Mr. Bird, I am informed you
ire (till in Virginia.

I expected before now to have heard from governor

Thefter, relative to your land in Weft Florida, but fup~

)ofe I fhall fhortly. I fet out in a few days to join our
vorthy friend General Gage at-±$ofton ; he is come out
vith very extraordinary powers, and has wrote for me t

t is a very fortunate circumftance, that the power both

ivil and military hath fallen into the hands of fo mode-
ate a man as General Gage ; I hope he will- gain great

:rediton this critical occafion m

r his abilities are good,

md with refpe£t to his heart, you who know him fo

veil, will allow him to be pofleffed of one of the be ft

:ind.

Your things are all left with Mrs. Aire, who will take

:are of them. I inclofe you a letter from Dunbar, and
)ne I picked up in the coffee-houfe for you. Dagworthy
las got a company in the 48th regiment, through Colo-
ie'1 Vaughan's inter eft.

I am, Dear Lee, with great truth,

Your's molt fincerely,

THOMAS GAMBLE.
To General Lee.

My dear Lee, Traveller's-Reft, July ifty 1774,

I RECEIVED your welcome letter by Mr. Wormly*
and live in daily expectation of feeing you at my hut. I
now wifh more than ever for that fatisfac~tion, as the
alarms of the times make me earneft toconfult, and con-
verfe with you thereupon. Until actions convince me
of the contrary, I am refolved to think Mr. Gage has
Com- fecret medicine in his pocket, to heal the wounds

N 2 th*t
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that threaten the life of American liberty* Surely a

man fo humane, fo fenfible, fo honourable, To indepen-

dent in his circumftances, and fo great from family ex-

pectations, would never undertake a bufinefs, fit only

for an abandoned defperado, or a monfler in human
ihape, a General Murray, a Macro, or a Ravilliac.

I cannot think what detains you fo far to the South-

ward, at this feafon of the year ; without any difparage-

nient to Williamfburg, health, and fuch as you like for

aflbciates, are more certainly to be met with to the

Northward ; I know not, how you find it, but the older

I grow, I become lefs and lefs inclined to new acquain-

tance : Selfimnefs and fycophantry poflefs fo generally

the minds of men, that I think the many are belt avoid-

ed, and the few only who are liberal and fincere, to be

fought for and careffed. I therefore flick fteadily to the

cultivation of my farm, am intimate with few, read

when I have time, and content myfelf with fuch do-

meflic comforts as my circumftances and fortune afford

me. I wifh therefore, molt anxioully, you would come

to my retreat, and there let us philofophize on the vices

and virtues of this bufy world, the follies and the vani-

ties of the great vulgar and the fmall.

Laugh where we pleafe, be candid where we can,

And juftify the ways of God to man.

Mrs. Gates is earned in^defiring to fee you under her

roof, where a good bed is provided for you, two or thre:

Haves to fupply ail your wants and whimfies ; and fpace

enough about us for you to exercife away all your fplee'n

and gloomy moods, whensoever they diftrefs you. In

my neighbourhood there is this moment as fine a farm

mill, and tracl: of land to be fold as any in America, and

provided it is convenient to you to pay down half the

price, I am convinced you may have it a very great bar-

gain. It is altogether two thoufand four hundred acres,

st 4hirty fhillings fterling an acre j I am fatisfied you

might have it fo. By paying down about one thoufand

eight hundred pounds fterling, you may be put in pef-

ieiiior
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fefiion of an eftate, that ten years hence will be worth
feven thoufand pounds ilerling j and I take it for grant-

ed, that you may have the payment of the reft of the

purchafe money, at eafy inftallments,and that too with-

out intereft ; fo by laying out a thoufand pounds iler-

ling more, in flocking and improvements, your produce
will yield you a fine living, and wherewithail to : pay
your annual inftaiiment, bargained for in the purchafe.

I fuppofe you have procured from Lord Dunmore his

warrant for your five thoufand acres upon the Ohio,

that will be very foon of considerable value. As to the

Indians, the behaviour of certain of the white people is

beyond all comparifon abominable towards thofe unhap-

py natives ; not content with quiet pofiemon of all the

land on this fide the Ohio, they demand as a prelimina-

ry to a peace, all the land between that river and the

Miilifippi—but this ilory is too long for a letter, you
fhail know the whole of this iniquitous affair when we
meet—the gentleman who does me the- favour to pre-

fent you this letter, has the pleafure of your acquaint-

ance, and can very fully inform you of the exceeding

wickednefs and abfurdity of the meafures purfued, and
purfuing, againft the Indians. I have read with wonder
and aftoniihment Gage's proclamations ; furely this is

not the fame man, you and I knew fo well in days of

yore •, but that men mould change, neither you nor I

will be furprifed at ; it is rather matter of amazement
when they do not.

Auguft the feventeenth : I am this inftant returned

from Baltimore, and hoped to have croffed upon you,

in your route to the Northward, but, like Swift's Mor-
ttando, you were vaniihed. I was forry for it, as I might
have prevailed upon you to have tempered your zeal

with caution, before all fuch perfons as may reafonably

be fufpefted to watch your words and actions, where
your zeal in the noble caufe you mention can be exerted

to effect, too much cannot be ihewn ; but be careful

how you a£t, for be affured Gage knows you too well,

and knoy^s you know him too well not to be glad of any

plaufible
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plaufible pretence to prevent your good fervices in the

public caufe. Farewel, my friend ; remember I am,
what I have always profefTed myfelf to be, and .that I

am ready to rifque my life to preferve the liberty of the

Weftern world.

On this condition would I build my fame,
And emulate the Greek or Roman name ;

'
,

— -

Think Freedom's right bought cheaply with my blood,
And die with pieafure for my country's good.

While I live, Iam<
Youir's unchangeably)

HORATIO GATES*

My dear Lee, London, Sep. 3d, 1774..-

I RECEIVED your long letter with great pieafure,

and will anfwer it as fully as I am able. You mult
have mifunderftood me, in what I faid of the bill to al-

ter the Maflacjrufetts government, if you imagined I had
either concurred in, or even forborn to Cxprefs my ful-

left difapprobation of it, when it was depending in the

houfe. The facl: is fo much otherwife, that I fought \t

through every flage, almoft alone, when moft of the op-

pofition were attending the New-Market meeting, or

other occupations, equally entitled to be preferred to that

duty. I may have faid indeed, that I prefer the form of

the Englifh government to that of any other country

upon earth, becaufe it appears to me mod calculated to

reconcile necefiary reftraint and natural liberty, and to

draw the line between them. It is the government I

was born under, I am happy to live under, and would
willingly die to preferve and tranfmit entire ; but I look

upon the firfl principle of that conftitution to be, that

the whole muft be governed by the will of the whole,

and that any government where the authority reGding

with thefe<w is fupported by any Other power than that

of the many, in confequence of their free concurrence

and full approbation, is the worfi of tyranny/ Judge
then,.
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then, my dear friend, whether I could approve of tear-

ing from, a free and happy people that form of govern-

ment which had been purchafed with the blood, and

eftablifhed by the wifdom of their anceftors ; and of

fubverting that excellent polity, endeared to them by

their prosperity, and fancHfied by the mod laudable of*

human predilections, a veneration for their anceftors,

and an enthufiafm for the permanence of their liberties.

Nolumrts Leges Anglic mtitari, was the nobleft expref-

fion that ever bore teftimony to the fpirit of a free legif-

lature. I think it as laudable at Bofton now, as in Lon-

don fome centuries ago. So far I (land upon the ground

of natural right and manly feeling-^thus much, I fay,

becaufe

—

Homo fum—but to defcend to the humbler

ground of policy, nothing can be fo abfurd, or impoli-

|
tic, as to fhake a frame fan&ified by long poffeflion, for

the caprice of a moment, or the fancies of a few ; to

Sacrifice the wifdom of ages to the prefumption of an

hour ; and to divert the dream of government, which

has fertilifed the country and enriched the people, by

channels which it has gradually formed for itfelf, by

!
furmounting or eluding all the obftacles it has met with

I in its courfe ; from thofe channels by dams raifed by

ftrange hands unacquainted with the country, which if

they are not borne down by the torrent mud deluge the

country and deftroy the ancient land-marks. If therefore

I prefer in fpeculation the government of Virginia to

that of MaiTachufetts-Bay, it is not from thinking that

what appears bed in the abftrac?t, ihou!d be impofed on

ail : on the contrary, I am convinced that the minds of

individuals and the manners of a people form and adapt

themfelves naturally and imperceptibly to the mode of

government, under which they are born. The modifi-

cations of municipal inftitutions are in themfelves indif-

ferent, provided they are approved by the people •, but

it is of the effence of freedom, and common to all free

governments, that the people mould be convinced the

laws they live under are of their own chufing ; and that

there is no power on earth that can prolong their exift-

ence,
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ence, or give force to their injunctions one hour, after

the difapprobation of the mafs of the people is figniried.

I.have been the more full upon this fubje£t, becaufe I

would not willingly be miftaken in my principles upon

fo material a point. Now I am upon the fubject of Maf-

fachufetts, I cannot help expreffing my furprize that you

lhould have been fo far misinformed, as to have believed

that I, amongft the reft, could fpeak with " approbati-

on of that fcoundrel Hutchinfon," fo far from it, that I

agree with you in the epithet, and was the only perfon

in the houfe that declared my deteftation of his charac-

ter, and my conviction that his whole conduct had been

that of a parricide, who had attempted to ruin his coun-

try, to ferve his own little narrow felfifh purpofes. This

I did in fuch pointed terms that I was informed he had

afterwards waited upon a friend of mine, who did not

fee his character in fo jufl a light, to thank him for what

he was pleafed to call, defending him againil me. Be
aflured, I mall never fpeak well of a man who recom-

mends an abridgement of Englifh liberties, in any part

of the globe, where one fpark remains unfmothered by

corruption, and unextinguished by violence. As to the

Quebec Bill, I can, with pleafure, aflure you, that I oppo-

fed it, with activity throughout \ and though I could not

overfet it, I was at lead fortunate enough to fet a defined

bound to defpotifm ; and fay, fo far fhall thou go, and no

farther, by drawing the line which protected New-York
and Pennfylvania \ though I have fince been told, that

Burke takes the merit to himfelf, but upon what grounds

I know not, as I propofed the line without any communi-
cation with him.

As to myfelf, I am out of Parliament, without any

profpecl: of being in ; and though I mould have thought

it infamous to have deferted my poll and not endeavour-

ed to get in, yet I hardly can fay, that I much regret my
being out there is fo little profpecl: of doing good.

I am, dear Lee,

Your's, &c.
* # # % # # # *

t

Sir,
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Sir, Baltimore, Jan. 12th, i 776,'

YOUR civilities to me when at ProfpecT>hill, were
iich as I expected from the foldier and the gentleman,

nd demand my warmed thanks. I hope I fhall ever

>ear a grateful remembrance of them.

I fee by the papers, that you are removed to Newport,
i Rhode-Ifland, and therefore fufpect that the minifte-

ialifts, unable to bear the preflure of want, and the in-

lemencies of the feafon, intend to remove from Bolton,

nd make Rhode-Ifland their head quarters, at leait for

>me time ; but of this you can belt judge, whofe experi-

nee, in feme degree, enables you to penetrate the de-

giis of thofe in power.

The King's fpeech to both Houfes of Parliament,

: the opening of the feffion, clearly evinces the neceffity

f fpeedy and afFeCtual exertions on the part of this con-

nent, for the purpofe of oppofing, with force of arms,

le infamous plan adopted by a venal miniftry, for fub-

irting our moil inefdmable privileges. We iho'uld im-
lediately unite, and call forth every fpark of virtue in {o

reat and important a conteft, as all hopes of an accom-.

I

iQdation are now loft. America is happy in having

)r generals, gentlemen experienced in military operati-

ons.

With ardent willies that America may rifefuperiorto

ilopprefiions, and become independent, I take the liberty

f.fubfcribing myfelf,

Sir,

Your obliged, humble fervant,

GEORGE LUX.
'he Hon. Major Gen. Lee.

My dear General, Philadelphia, Feb. iptb, 1776.

FORTUNE feems to be in a good humour with you.

t is not enough that you have triumphed over external

nd internal enemies at New-York, but you are about

) enjoy new triumphs in another part of the continent.

I trembly
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| tremble only at the price of victory oil the plains of

Abraham.
I prefage the furviving your conquefts from one part

©f your character, and that is, you have a wonderful ta-

lent of infuung your fpirit into the minds of your troops.

Should your blood mingle with the blood of Wolfe,

Montcalm, and "Montgomery, pofterity will execrate the

plains of Abraham to the end of time.

Your appointment to the Canada expedition gave a!

your friends here great pleafure. I think it is morethar

probable, the principal force of cur enemies will be fen

to that quarter. Canada is dearer to the king than i.

the other colonies put together, as it is the only part o:

the Britiih empire in which arbitrary power is eftablifhec

by law. Should that province become the feat of war

we fhall have no reafon to complain •, for our fea-coait

and fea-port towns are in a poor fituation to receive ou

enemies.

The Gulph and River St. Laurence, it is to be hoped

will concur with the elements in embarrafimg them. Mr
Pitt conquered America in Germany ; who knows bu

General Lee may conquer Britain in America ?

I need not tell yon, how much pleafure it will giv<

me to receive a few lines from you by all the expreiies yoi

fend to the Congrefs. I ihall writeto you moil faithful

ly bv the return of each of them. Colonel Thompfoi

ipeaks in raptures of you in all companies.

The bearer of this letter is Mr. Paine, the celebrate*

author of Common Senfe.

Adieu, Yours, &c.

An OLD FRIEND
Gen. Lee.

Sir, Winchefter, Jan. 27th, 177c

YOUR favour of the tenth ultimo, did not reach m
till the twenty-fecond inftant. I that day wrote you a?

anfwer by one Mr. Campbell who was on his_ way, am

who promifed to give mv letter a conveyance, if he di<

' ' f
'

no
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lot fee you. I informed you, that I faw no objections
.

:o your paying off the incumbrances on your land, and

:he future payments whenever it is convenient for you to

io fo.

I mould be happy to fee the important fubjecl: of the

independence of North America, difcufled in the per-

fpicuous and able manner you are capable of. I have

troubled you with fome of my crude thoughts, to afford

pou an opportunity when leifure will permit, and incli^

nation lead you, to explain my miftakes and corredt my
srrors. From the commencement of the prefent un-

happy difpute, I confidered the (hedding of blood, if that

svent fhould take place, as the sera, at which would ter-

minate the Britilh empire in America ; or the colonies

be fubjugated to the abfolute dominion of parliament

;

and when hoftilities commenced, my mind was only agi-

sted with the means of defending ourfelves, and form-

ing a conilitution which would fecure fubftantial liberty

to the people ; when I found the Congrefs entertained

di fferent views, that they had again petitioned the king

for reconciliation, and declared to their fellow fubjecxs

throughout the empire, that their only end in taking up

arms was to procure a redrefs of grievances and fecure

their properties and conftitutional rights, folemnly dif-

claiming every idea of eftabliming an independent em-
pire, it gave a different turn to my thoughts. I reflect-

ed that our auceftors have fought many battles, and (bed

torrents -of blood in fupport of their" conftitutional rights,

and whatever may have been the fate of arbitrary princes,

the conilitution was ever held facred, the inftance of

Charles's reign only excepted. The "Whigs were then

;

obliged to join with the Tories, in rePcoring royalty in its

\
luftre to get rid of a phantom which the Independents

1 had railed under the name of liberty. The hope of a

^

re-union with our brethren of Great Britain, and of the

,

increafmg grandeur and profperity of the whole empire,
to me, I confefs, had fomerhing agreeable in it. I there-

!

fore with eagernefs investigated the propofed plan of

\

operations, to enable me to judge of the probable event,

O and
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and I found, or thought I found, the fecurity of our li-

berties, in connexion with Great Britain almoft certainly

attainable ; at any rate more practicable than the eftablifh-

ing an independent (late ; for the following among other

re'afons ; that the people of America were determinately

united in fupport of that meafure •, that every infult and
injury from adminiilration only tended to animate and
cement j that the greateft trading cities and mod refpeo
table characters in England are our friends •, that even

our enemies in parliament dare not Hand the attack on
the proper ground ; but, in order to carry their point,

have always infifted we were aiming at independency.

That the belief of this is the fole reafon we have any

enemies among the people of England, and though I am
of opinion, the governing powers of Britain would ra-

ther lofe the colonies totally, than yield one iota of theii

pretentions, the people will think very differently when
convinced our views extend no further than to the fecu-

rity of thofe rights, which they themfefves hold eflentia!

to liberty. That it would be impoffible for government

to carry on a war againft the inclinations, and fo deftruc-

tive to the interefts of the people, as the prefent mud
ohvioufly appear, when it is remembered, the caufe oi

our conteft is the aflumed power of parliament, to taS

the colonies, to alter our forms of government, to trarif-

port us to Britain for the trial of fuppofed offences, anc

to make laws, regulating our internal police. That the

fword would even drop from the hand of a Britifh fol-

dier, if he believed it pointed againft the breaft of a mar

contending for his birth-right. That an attempt to efta-

blifli an independency would unite England as one mar

againft us ; and though fhe is burdened with an enor-

mous debt, and deprived of a moft valuable branch oi

commerce, fhe has full great refources ; and it is nol

cafy to forefee the confequences of the utrnoft exertions

pf Jier power. Befides, it appears to be the intereft oi

Europe, that America mould remain dependent. The

power and importance of England, which by a defection

of the colonies, {he would lofe, is neceffary in the Euro-

pean I
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ienn fyftem. Holland and Portugal, I think, owe their. .

iolitical exiftence to her ;. and even thofe ftates which.

night wifh to fee her depreiTed, were their interefls con-

med to Europe, would dread greater evils from the

itablifhment of an independent empire in North Ame-
ica, the certain confequences ^»f which would be, I ap-

rehend, the lofs of Mexico, South America, and the

/Veil India Iflands, to whomfoever belonging. But it is

necerTary enquiry, on what terms can our difference

e adjufted which will fecure us from future contefts ?

anfwer, it is impolfible. The nature of human affairs

? fuch, that no political fyftem can be eftabliihed which.

he folly of weak, or ambition of wicked men will not

i time fubvert. Let Great Britain relinquiln her claim

f internal legiflation and taxation^ let ftated times be
mited for the holding and duration of aflemblies, and
oimfellors, dependent on the Crown, be deprived of

jgiilative powers, or hold their places during life ; and
;t fupreme judges be appointed in each colony, to, hold
leir places during good behaviour, with certain and ad-

quate falaries. All this would be no real injury to Eng-
tnd, the only advantage fhe ever did, or ever can receive

I -om America is her commerce, an equitable ihare of

{ fhieh ought to be fecured to her by a grand commercial

;

fftem, to be agreed on by the legiflators of the two
ountries, and to remain unalterable, except by mutual
onfent. Such a plan of accommodation, I think, of-

srs as fair for the permanent fecurity of peace, wealth,

nd liberty, as any I have heard, or can devife for the

government of America in an independent (late. I take

: for granted, as I have never heard it difputed, that a

opular or democratic government mult take place,which
i its mod perfect ftate, I think much inferior to the
nixed government of Britain •, for I hold it as maxim,
hat wherever the fupreme power is veiled in one man,
rone body of men, the liberty of the fubjec~t is at beft

recarious. It appears from hiftory, that popular fury is

s formidable, and often exercifed with as much injuftice

s royal indignation. Frequent elections are no fecurity

in
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In this cafe, the fpirit of the people always influences the

reprefentative body, and if a man becomes unpopular,

however innocent, bis ruin is inevitable. To you I need

not give inftances ; neither is it poffible in fuch a confti-

fution, to render the judicial powers totally independent.

The fame body of men who have the appointment of the

judges, having alfo the power of removing them, will car-

ry popular prejudice even to the feats of jufiice. In this

refpecl:, England has the advantage of all other nations.

In cool difpaflionate hours, the three branches of the le-

giflature concur in enacting laws for the general good of

the community. The meaneft fubjecl: cannot be puniftied

unlefs he tranfgreffes thofe laws, neither can the judges be

difplaced for faithfully executing them, without the like

concurrence. This protects individuals equally from po-

pular violence, and the arbitrary meafures of kings and

courtiers. But is America capable of receiving a democra-

tic government ? Have we that induftry, frugality, cecono-

my, that virtue which is neceflary to conftitute it ? Lawj

and conftitutions mull be adapted to the manners of tht

people ; they do not, they cannot form them. Whenever
the manners change, the laws change with them, or loft

their force. Is not North America too extenfive for <

popular government ? But I find the fpirit of the time;

is againft a union ; we mult then become a confederacy

of republics, each having fupreme powers within itfelf

Does not this afford a profpecl: of perpetual wars ant

internal feuds, till feme one colony, or perhaps one man
becomes mailer of the whole continent ? Recur to tht

hiftoric page, and point out the age and country wher<

this, under limilar circumilances, has not been the cafe

The united provinces being furrounded by more power

erful ftates, materiallydiilinguiihes their fituation frori

that of thefe colonies. A congrefs or general co unci

for regulating the affairs of the whole confederacy v/ii

hardly be fufficient to maintain peace. There was -;

general council of the Engliih Heptarchy, yet that iflam

was an uninterrupted fcene of blood and ilaughter,tiil uui

ted under one head. There is a general diet of the Ger
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man empire, yet every one knows that the princes of the

empire fub'mit to its decrees, juft as far as fuits their own
purpofes. Greece had her Amphi&yons, yet was not

without inteftine wars.

The country being called to arms for the exprefs pur-

pofe of defending and fecuring her conftitutional liber-

ty, is there not an inconfiftency in employing thofe arms

to quite different purpofes, at lead till it is known whe-

ther the original end be attainable ? and furely the moft

fanguine could not expecftthat point fo foon determin-

ed ? Or that we could force England to a compliance

with our terms in the courfe of one campaign.

An apology might well be expected for this trouble ;

if I had a good one to offer, you mould have it. Some
flight touches on the fubje£t, with feveral expreffions of

regard interfperfed through your letters of bufinefs, em-

boldened me to take this liberty, and further, to requeft

an anfwer.

I am one of thofe who have ever wifhed and gloried

in the- honour and profperity of the Britifh empire j but

if a feparation takes place, intereft, inclination, every

confideration will induce me to take part with my native

land, and my beft endeavours lhall not be wanting to

render the Americans a free, happy and independent

people., Any lights which you may throw on the fub-

ject, mail be faithfully improved to that purpofe, as far

as my narrow fphere (and it is a very narrow one) per-

mits. The arguments of pamphleteers, and newfpaper

fcribblers, on both fides of the queftion, have been fo

abfurd, fallacious, or at leaft fuperficial, that very little

inftru&ion or pleafure, could be derived from reading

them. Heartily wifhing you fuccefs in every patriotic

exertion of your abilities, I remain with efteem, Sir,

Your very humble fervant,

ALEX. WHITE.
Major Gen. Lee.

O 2 Sir
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Si*,' Stafford, Feb. 5th, r 776.

IMMEDIATELY after I had waited upon you at Phi-
ladelphia, I proceeded to New-York, and finding much
difficulty in purfuing my intendedjourney, Idelivered your
difpatches to Mr. Lewis, by direction of Mr. Van B. Li-

vingfton, and wrote to you at my return, acquainting
you therewith. I have not wrote to you fo frequently as

I would do, imagining that your time might be employed
better, in matters of greater moment to the public j and
where public utility is in queftion, apologies become uii-

neceiTary j be pleafed therefore to accept the following

hints from one who has feen fervice. I am amazed at

a fhip or two laying at New-York for fome time pail

;

I never faw two veflels that lay in more danger were,

they attacked, and they alfo know it. The Afia lay long

in the North-River, and refufed to go into the Sound,
until Parker, a fenior captain, was fent with a fliip to rein-

force him, with pofitive orders from the admiral to join

;

it may alfo be feen by their writing to the mayor, and

by Parker's threatening and bullying the town. There
are three ways of taking or deftroying thefe fhips, could

it be kept fecret : Firft, by boarding; for as the Afia

muft ground at low water, the fprings upon cables

would be of no ufe ; and, I apprehend, that her lower

guns could not range over the wharfwhen aground, there-

fore a few guns with grape-mot, run down upon the

wharfs, upon her bow and quarters, would effectually

fweep and clear her decks, while the people boarded.

Secondly, if there were mortars or even guns to throw

combuftible matter on the decks, into the rigging, to fticli

on her fides, with grape as before, to prevent extinguifli-

ment, the guns with the grape would be out of the powei

of her guns while aground. The third and belt method,

as I imagine, I would undertake rhyfelf, with a reafona-

ble perfon to command the detachment, as fecond ir

command,, or engineer, or conductor of the works, or, ai

I told you, in any character, fo that I might be fervicea-

ble to the caufe,

Th<
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The method I will here lay down to the beft, ofmy
ability ; there is Long-Ifland and Nutten-Ifland, well

fituated to place guns , and, I imagine, three or four

hundred men would be furr]cient to compleat in one

night all the necefiary works : The greateft difficulty

would be, to get cannon to Nutten-Ifland, but they might

come from the Narrows by night in flats. It would be

impoflihle to point out either the facilities or difficulties

of the undertaking in the courfe of a letter ; the greateft

difficulty will be, to keep it fecfet from the people of

Staten-Ifland, Long-Ifland, and New-York. If this mat-

ter is not foon put in execution, they will be reinforced,

or they will fall into the North-River ; but if there was
lodgment with fome guns upon Nutten-Ifland, with

the town battery to a flirt, . they could not get out with-

out running aground.

As foon as the batteries upon Long-Ifland begin to

play, there mould be fome of the Connecticut men, or

fome others, ready to run down upon the wharfs, with

fome few guns a-head and a-ftern, with grape, to clear

the decks, and fire into the pprts. While loading, the

batteries will have this advantage, that they can play by

night if clear \ this method will fo harrafs and difable

them that they muft ftrike quickly or they will be board-

ed. When this affair is rimmed the men mould imme-
diately march to the Narrows, and erect a battery that

would keep all out, and ail in ; twenty guns, properly

difpofed, would fink any veflel that would dare attempt

to go up, and would be out of the range of all fhot from

the (hipping. Your cruifers would find fhelter and a

good harbour. Had this been done laft fummer, our

enemies at Boiton would have ftarved before now. There

(hould be a camp formed there early in the fpring, and

two ftrong forts erected with- retrenchments to cover

them ; for you may depend upon it, there will be a vi-

gorous pufh made early to get up the North River;

works upon each fidewould greatly retard and delay their

operations ;' and I doubt not, but defeat the defign of

the campaign. To attack both they muft divide their

army,
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army,- which;would greatly harrafs them ; and if they

wait to attackthem one after another, the campaign is loft,

bendes, the attacks made upon them at landing within the

vicinity, and perhaps under cover of thefe forts and re»

trenchments •, alfp the attacks on their rear, while they

are attacking the works. In fhort, we have every thing in

our favour, to defeat the enfuing campaign, if we onlj

begin in time, and conduct matters properly.

You want nothing but experienced officers, five hun-

dred at leaft. But to return to the men of war,—that 1

find fo much intimidates the people, of this country, is#

well conftru&ed floating battery, formidable and pow*
erful in her own element at fea, no doubt ; but when
oppofed to the land, is only an egg-fhell. Batteries and

guns properly placed will foon filence them. I will here

defcribe, as well as I can, the batteries of late made ufe

of againfl {hipping ; the old batteries in our ports an4

harbours at home are found almoft ufelefs. . As they

are all built fimilar or like that at New-York, very low
and near the water, whereby the veflel has all the

;

power
over them that fhe could wifh, not only from her great

guns, but fmall arms ; whereas, quite the reverfe ought

to, be tne cafe ; the batteries fhould be fixed at a diftance

from the water and veflel, -no nearer than two himdered

yards if the ground will admit, from the channel, or

where the veffel is to anchor or fail, and upon ground
high enough to be out of the range of her fhot, if fucjx

ground cannot be found take the nighefl you can get, and

fink, or let in your platforms and guns upon the top or

fummit of the hill, the muzzels of the guns, as it were,

peeping out of the hill. Thus the men will work their

guns when thus fituated with facility and fafety, and out

of the reach of all fhot. There is no (hip in the world

that would dare offer to attack or pafs fuch a battery, if

twenty guns were mounted. Thefe are the kind of bat-

teries that Iwould propofe for all attacks upon vefiels,

and what I would make ufe of* upon Long-Ifland and

Nuttenvlfland, and though the land is not fo high as may
be wifhed, yet the finking and letting in. the guns into

the
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the firm and higheft groundsill anfwer the purpofe no
doubt : (hips fire very flow, and fire at random ; neither

:an it be imagined that men can ftand to their guns,

where fhot and fplinters are continually flying, much lefs

evel and point guns accurately. In lhort, they muft do
as the French did on board of four fail of the line at

Louifburg, in a fhort time they muft flrike, or jump into

the hold, notwithftanding we never had more than two
guns playing upon any fhip at a time. Twelve guns
would be fuffieient , fix upon Long-Ifland and fix upon
Nutten-Ifland, and twelve pounders would be heavy
enough, as the diftance is but fhort, and lefs than three

pound of powder would be fuffieient for a charge. There
ought to be two men to each gun, that underftand load-

ling and firing, the reft may be raw* I would imagine
; that Lord Sterling would be a very proper perfonto com-
mand the detachment, and would readily accept it. I

'make no doubt, the troops might keep moving, fome at

the Narrows, fome at the Ferry at York, fome even might
go to Jamaica, Flat-Bufh, &c. until guns and other mat-

I ters are in readinefs. The commanding officers and en-

|

gineer at the Ferry, ofFand on, to reconnoitre the ground,

and view the pofition of the veiTels. I have here thrown
a few matters together, in a rough manner ; however,

I fhall not needlefsly make any apology for troubling you,

as the intention is good. I can affaire you, that thefe

hints, as I call them, are no whim, or production ofmy
own, but are drawn from real practice and experience,

which I have often feen and helped to execute in rivers,

lakes, and harbours, during twenty-eight years fervice. I

cannot difmifsthe Narrows; the enemy fhould not be al-

lowed to flip into the heart of the country, without gain-

ing it by inches : the Narrows are centrical, and the peo-

ple thereabouts difpofed to be trcubiefome ; it is a moft

defirablc fituation for an army, as they can a£t. either to

the Eaftward, or "Weftward, together, or feparate, and
fupplies can come from all quarters either by land or wa-
rer. A battery placed as beforementioned has great

power and command of fhipping •, one fhot fired in this

angular
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angular manner from an eminence, will do more execu-

tion than twenty fired horizontally ; for if the fhot ftrike

the veflel-on one fide, between wind and water, they will

come out on the other fide fome feet below water : in

fhort, their powder-room and all is in danger, nor will

the men's lying flatupon the decks fcreen them. I have

had experience of this, acting as a marine officer on board

men of war : You want, as I have faid before, experi-

enced officers, who have explored the country, rivers,

lakes, and difficult paffes y in ihort, that know every inch

of ground, that have drubbed, and been drubbed \ for

drubbing brings men to reafon and reflection* I beg you
would offer my fervice to the honorable the Congrefs, as

one that has feen fervice both in horfe, foot, and marines.

There is not an officer in America this day has ken
more fervice than I have, both abroad and at home, du-
ring both the late wars. Nothing would prevail with
me to engage again, but the prefent caufe ; my all is

now at flake, the die is thrown : I muft conquer or die,

I am, Sir, moil refpectfully

Your moff. humble and moft
Obedient Servant,

TREVOR NEWLAND.
Major Gen. Lee.

Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Feb. nth, 1776.

THE bearer, Monf. Arundel, is directed by the Con-
grefs to repair to General Schuyler, in order to be em-
ployed by him in the Artillery fervice. He propofes to

wait on you in his way, and has requefted me to intro-

duce him by a line to you. He has been an officer in the

French fervice, as you will fee by his commiffions ; and
profeffing a good-will to our caufe, I hope he may be

wfeful in inftructing oUr gunners and matroffes : per-

haps he may advife in opening the nailed cannon.
I received the enclofed, the other day, from an officer,

Mr. Newland, who ferved in the two laft wars, and was

known
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mown by General Gates, who fpoke well of him to me
vhen I was at Cambridge. He is defirous now of en~

ering into your fervice. I have advifed him to wait upon
rou at New-York.
They ft ill talk big in England, and . threaten hard ;.

rat their language is fomewhatciviller, at leaft, not quite

o difrefpe&ful to us. By degrees they come to their

enfes, but too late, I fancy for their intereft.

We have got a large quantity of falt-petre, one hun-
ted and twenty ton, and thirty more expected. Pow~
er-mills are now wanting ; I believe we muft fet to

p-ork and make it by hand. But I ftill with, with you,

hat pikes could be introduced, and I would add bows
nd arrows : thefe were good weapons, not wifely laid

ilde : ',

lit. Becaufe a man may {hoot as truly with a bow as

nth a common mufket.

2d. He can difcharge fouT arrows inthe time of charg-

lg and difcharging one bullet.

3d. His object is not taken from his view by the

noke of his own fide.

4th. A. flight of arrows feen coming upon them, ter-

ifies and difturbs the enemies' attention to his bufmefs..

5th. An arrow ftriking in any part of a man puts

im hors du combat till it is extracted.

6th. Bows and arrows are more eafily provided every

here than mulkets and ammunition.

Polydore Virgil, fpeaking of one of our battles againft

le French in Edward the Third's reign, mentions the

reat confufion the enemy was thrown into, fagittarum

ube, from the Englifh ; and concludes, Eft res profeBo

"iclu mirabilesy ut tantus ac potens exercitus a folis fere

i/rgllcls fagittariis viclus fuerit ; adeo Anghts eft fagltti

otensy et id genus armorum valet. If fo much execution

.

ras done by arrows when men wore fome defenfive ar-

-iour, how much more might be done now that is out

f ufe I

I am glad you are come to New-York, but I alfo wifh

ou could be in Canada. There is a kind of. fufpenfe

in
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in men's minds, here at prefent, waiting to fee what

terms will be offered from England. I expect none that

we can accept 5 and when that is generally feen, we {hall

be more unanimous and more decifive : then your pro-

ofed folemn league and covenant will go better down,

and perhaps moft of your other ftrong meafures adopted.

I am always glad to hear from you, but I do not de-

ferve your favours, being fo bad a correfpondent. M)

eyes will now hardly ferve me to write by night, anc

thefe fnort days have been all taken up by fuch variety

of bufmefs, that I feldom can fit down ten minute;

without interruption.—God give you fuccefs.

I am, with the greater! efieem,

Yours affectionately,

B. FRANKLIN
Major Gen. Lee.

My dear Sir, Philadelphia, Feb. 19th, 177;

THE Congrefs have feen fuch a neceihty of an abl

commander in Canada, as to deftine you to that mo
arduous fervice. I tremble for your health, yet I hop

the campaign will rather promote it than otherwife. W
want you at New-York ; we want you at Cambridge

we want you in Virginia 5 but Canada feems of moi

importance, than any of thofe places, and therefore yo

are fent there. I wim you as many laurels as Wol!

and Montgomery reaped there, with an happier fat-

Health and long life after a glorious return.

But I am aihamed to go on in fuch a ftrain whe

writing to you whofe time is fo much better employe

than in reading it, fince I took up my pen only to ii

troduce to your acquaintance a countryman of your

and a citizen of the world, to whom a certain heretic

pamphlet, called -Common Senfe, is imputed. His nan

is Paine. He is travelling to New-York for his curi<

fity, and wifhes to fee -a gentleman whofe character 1

£0 highly refpe£is.

A luckk
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?A luckier, a happier expedition than yours to New-
Fork -never was projected. The whole Whig world are

Celling you for it, and none of them more than,

Your friend and fervant,

JOHN ADAMS.
VEajor Gen. Lee/

Sir, Philadelphia, Feb. ipth, 1776,

I HAVE the honour to inelofe you fundry refoluti-

>ns of Congrefs, by which you will perceive, it is the de-

ire of Congrefs, that you Ihould repair to Canada, and
ake upon you the command of the army of the United
Colonies in that province. I need not mention the im-
)ortance of the trull repofed in you, and the happy ef-

"e£ts it will have in fecuring .the liberty of America, if

rou fhould be fo furtu.nate as to drive our enemies, the

;nemies of liberty and the rights of mankind, out of it.

[heartily pray, that the Difpofer .of Events may grant

fou fuccefs equal to your merit and zeal,

As you will want battering cannon, which are not to

?e had in that province, you are to apply to the Conven-
:ion, or Committee of Safety of New-York ; to whom
3y this opportunity, I fend the recommendation of Con-
^refs to fupply you with twelve, fuch as you (hall judge
moft fuitable, and fome mortars, if they have or can
procure them ; with balls, fhells, and other necefTaries j

and alfo to aifift you in forwarding them. Eight tons

of powder are now on the way to Albany, for the forces

in Canada ; and as a very conftderable quantity of falt-

petre is fent to the mills of Mr. Wifner and Mr. Living-
ftone, fhould there be occafion for more, you will be
fupplied from thence.

You will readily perceive the necemty of conferring

with General Schuyler, and with him confulting on the

beft methods of having necefTaries conveyed to you acrofs

the lakes. The Congrefs have a full confidence that you
will co-operate in fecuring the poffeffion of the lakes,

P and
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and mutually affifting each other as occafion may re-

quire ; and, as far as in your power, give mutual aid in

fupporting the caufe of freedom and liberty. I expect

the deputies will in a fhort time be ready to proceed to

Canada.

I am, with' every fentiment of efteem,

/ Sir,

Your/moft obedient humble fervant,

Hon. Major Gen,
JOHN HANCOCK, Pref.

^ee.

Dear Sir, Philadelphia, March ift, 1776.

' AFTER a warm conteft, cceafioned by the high efti-

mation the members of Congrefs have of your worth

and abilities, every one wifhing to have you where he

had moil at flake, the Congrefs have at length determi-

ned to fuperfede the orders given you to proceed to Ca-

nada, and have this day come to a refolution that you

fhall take the command of the continental forces in the

fduthern department,which comprehendsVirginia,North-
Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia.

The Congrefs have alfo appointed fix new Brigadier

Generals *, viz. John Armflrong, "William Thompfbn,

'

Andrew Lewis, James Moore, Lord Sterling, and Ro-
bert How, Efqrs.four of whom you are to command in

'

the foifthern department, and two in the middle. Ey
this conveyance I have forwarded the commiffion for his

Lordfhip. As foon as your health and the neceffary or-

ders you may think proper to give, for putting New-
York in a flate of defence, will permit, I have it in charge

to direcl: that you repair to the department put under ;

your immediate command.
* in expectation of feeing you foon in this place, on

your way, I need not add, but that
; I am, with every fentiment of regard and eileem,

Sir, your moll obedient fervant,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pref.

Horn Major Gen. Lee
; New-York. Dear
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Dear General, Head-quarters, Feb. 26th, ififj

Lad night I had the pleafure to receive yours of the

15th. I am rejoiced you have weathered this lit of the

gput •, I don't think you will have another this winter, if

you was careful in letting that pais off : it may probably be

of much fervice to your conftitution. When I menti-

oned Canada, I did not mean you (hould winter there 5

if you can fecure the entrance into it, by getting Quebec,

and poffemng it this fummer, you may leave the care of

that province to your Brigadiers for the winter to come.

The General was pieafed you wrote to him, as he began

to think you tardy. He writes to you by this exprefs.

I like your intention of making the fort an open redoubt

j

I think fonie heavy guns upon the fouth and weft fides,

with good fod merlons, will make- the men of war keep

aloof. It is a pretty high, fituation, and battering it at a

diilance, over the lower batteries, would have but little

effect. We have lately had reafons to fuppofe Mr. Howe
had thoughts of leaving Bofton •, the General will tell

you his reafons for thinking that was intended. Clinton,

I am fatisiied, went to fee how affairs were circumftan-

ced at New-York, to confult withTryon, and to prepare

the way for Howe's reception. Unlefs the enemy rc-

poffefs Canada, they cannot reinftate the king's affairs

on this continent •, there is. no way to recover Canada,
but by the Rivers of St. Laurence and Hudfon. The
St. Laurence is not practicable until late in May ; there-

forcythe firfc attempt would mod affuredly be made at

New-York : for thefe reafons, I think your hands fhouhl

bet ftrengthened as much, and as expeditiously as pomble.
I am afraid yon are deficient in gun-carriages ; employ
all the hands you can procure to make them. I am glad

you-cxprefs yourfelf fo well pieafed with the Captains,

Smith and Badlam j the former has good talents, and
Will, I hope, prove as faithful as he is capable. Ere long
it will be known if I am right in my conjecture, that

the great body of the enemy mean to endeavour to take

poft at, or ne f:r
5 New-York. Should that happen to be

attempted, be affured we (hall march with the utmoft

expedition
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to fupport you. I expect foon to fee Palfrey, in confe-

quence of what I wrote to him, when I hope to hear

you are in perfect health* Little Euftace is well, but

nothing is done for him as yet. You know the more
than Scotch partiality of thefe folks. I have had much
to do to fupport the lad you put into Colonel Whitcomb's
regiment. They have no complaint in nature againft

him, but that he is too good an officer. What, in the

name of reafon, can Hite have trumped up to com-

mence a fuit in Chancery upon ? Mrs. Gates and 1

have puzzled our brains to find it out. The inclofed 3

defire you will order to be immediately delivered to the

poft'mafter. Mrs. Gates joins me in every good wiir

for your health, and fuccefs*

I am ever afFe£lionately,

Yours,

HORATIO GATES
Major Gen. Lee.

Bear Sir, [Philadelphia, Feb. ipth, 1776

I REJOICE that you are going to Canada. I hopt

the gout will not have the courage to follow you intc

that fevere climate. I believe you will have the num-

ber of men you wifhed for. I am told there will be tw(

thoufand more, but there are always defiencies.

The bearer, Mr Paine, has requefted a line of intro-

duction to you, which I give the more willingly, as 3

know his fentiments are not very different from yours

he is the reputed, and, I think, the real author of Com-

mon Senfe, a pamphlet that has made great impreflioi

here. I do not enlarge, both becaufe he waits, and be-

caufe I hope for the pleafure of conferring with you fact

to face in Canada. I will only add, that we are aflurec

here on the part of France, that the troops fent to th<

Weft-Indies have no inimical views to us or our caufe

It is thought they intend a war without a previous de-

claration.

Goc



( m )

God profper all your undertakings, and return you

with health, honour, and happinefs.

Tour's molt afFectionatelv,

B. FRANKLIN.
Major Gen. Lee.

Sir, Philadelphia, July 22d, 177&

YOUR favour of the fecond inflant, containing the

fery agreeable intelligence of the fuccefs of the American,

irmy under your command, I had the honour of receiv-

ing, and immediately laid the fame before Congrefs.

The fame enlarged mind, and diftinguifhed ardour irk

;he caufe of freedom that taught you to defpife the pre-

udices which have enfkved the bulk of mankind, when
'ou nobly undertook the defence of American liberty,

vill entitle you to receive from pofterity the fame due to

uch exalted and difmterefted conduct.

That a handful of men, without the advantage of mili-

ary experience, animated only with the facred love of

iberty, mould repulfe a powerful fleet and army, are

:ircumftances that muft excite gratitude and wonder iii

he friends of America, and prove a fource of the mofl

Horrifying difappointment to our enemies.

Accept, therefore, Sir, the thanks of the Independent

states of America, unammoujly declared by their delegates

be due to you and the brave officers and troops under

four command, who repulfed with fo much valour the

attack that was made on the Itate of South-Carolina, oil

he 28th of June, by the fleet and army of his Britannic

Majefty ; and be pleafed to communicate to them this

liftinguilhed mark of the approbation of their country.

I have the hononr to be, with the greater! refpedt,

Sir,

Your mofl: obedient,

And very humble fervant,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pref.

Major Gen. Lee.

P 2 My
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My Be a?- Lee, New-York, May, 1776.

YOUR favour of the 5th ult. from Williamiburgh)

the firft I have received from you fince you left this city,

came to my hands by the lafl poft. I thank you for

your kind congratulations on our pofleflion of Bofton.

I thank you for your good wifhes in our future operati-

ons,^ and hope that every diabolical attempt to deprive

ma/Vind of their inherent rights and privileges, whether

made in the Eaft, Weft, North, or South, will be at-

tended with difappointment and difgrace, and that the

authors in the end will be brought to fuch puniihment,

as an injured people have a right to infli£t.

General Howe's retreat from Bofton was precipitate,

beyond any thing I could have conceived. The deftruc-

tion of the ftores at Dunbar's camp after Braddock's de-

feat was but a faint image of what was feen at Bofton ;

artillery carts cut to pieces in one place ; gun carriages

in another ; {hells broke here j fhot buried there, and

every thing carrying with it the face of diforder and con-

fufion, as alfo of diftrefs.

Immediately upon their embarkation, I detached a

brigade of five regiments to this city, and upon their

failing, removed with the whole army hither except four

regiments at Bofton, and one at Beverley, &c. for the

protection of thofe places, the ftores and barracks there,

and for erecting works for defending the harbour of the

firft. Immediately upon my arrival here I detached

four regiments by order of Congrefs to Canada (to wit,

Poor's, Patterfon's, Treaton's, and Bond's) under the

command of Brigadier Thompfon, and fince that, by the

fame authority, and in confequence of fome unfavoura-

ble accounts from that quarter, General Sullivan and

fix other regiments, namely, Stark's, Reed's, Wain's,

Irvine's, Wind's, and Dayton's, have moved off for that

department-, the four laft regiments are of Pennfylvania,

and New-Jerfey. The firft brigade arrived at Albany

the twenty-fourth ultimo, and were moving on, when

accounts came from thence the twenty-feventh; The

other brigades mult all be at Albany before this, as fome
of



of the regiments failed ten days ago, and the laft four,

-:and the winds very favourable. This has left us very

weak at this place, whilft I have my fears that the rein-

forcement will fcarce get to Canada in time, for want of

teams to tranfport the troops, &c. to Fort George, and
veilels to convey them on afterwards.

We have done a great deal of work at this place. In

a fortnight more, I think the city will be in a very ref-

peccable pofture of defence. Governor's-Ifland has a

large and ftrong work ere£ted, and a regiment encamp-
ed there. The point below, called Red-Hook, has a

fmall, but exceeding ftrong barbet battery ; and feveral

. new works are confttuuied, and many of them almofl

executed at other places.

General Ward, upon the evacuation of Bofton, and
finding there was a probability of his removing from the

imoke of his own chimney, applied to me, and wrote to

Congrefs for leave to refign. A few days afterwards,

fome of the officers, as he fays, getting uneafy at the prof-

peel of his leaving them, he applied for his letter of re-

signation, which Iiad been committed to my care j but,

behold ! it had been carefully forwarded to Congrefs, and,

as I have fince learnt, judged (o reafonable {jivant of
health being the plea) that it was inftantly complied

with. Brigadier Fry, previous to this, alfo conceiving

that^there was nothing entertaining or profitable to an
old man, to be marching and counter-marching, deiired,

immediately on the evacuation of Bofton (which hap-
pened on the 17th of March) that he might refign his

'commijfion on the 1 1 ih of April : the choice of the day
became a matter of great fpeculation, and remained pro-*

foundly myfterious till he exhibited his account, when
there appeared neither more or lefs in it, than the com-
pletion of three calendar months ; the pay of which he
received without any kind of compunction, although he
had never done one tour of duty, or, I believe, had ever

been out of his houfe from the time he entered till he
quitted Cambridge.

So
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So much for two Generals : I have next to mfbrrfr

you, that the Pay-malter-general, Colonel Warren, not

finding it convenient to attend the army , from the vari-

ous employments and avocations in which he was engag-

ed, alfo refigned his comraiflion, and is fucceeded by

your old aid, Palfrey.

When I was fpeaking of the diftrefled fituation of

the king's troops, and the Tories, at their evacuation of

Bofton, I might have gone on, and added, that their mif-

fortunes did not end here. It feems, upon their arrival

at Halifax, many of the former were obliged to encamp,
although the ground was covered deep with fnow ; and
the latter, to pay fix dollars a week for forry upper-

rooms, and ftow in them, men, women, and children^

as thick, comparitively, as the hair upon their heads.

This induced many of thefe gentry to return, and throw

themfelves upon the mercy and clemency of their coun-

trymen, who were for fending.them immediately back,

as the propereft and fevereft punifoment they could

infii£t, but death being preferred to this, they now wait,

in confinement, any other that may bethought due to

fuch parricides.

All the mips of war have left this place, and gone

down to the Hook, except the Afia, which lays five

miles below the Narrows, and about twelve or fourteen

from hence. I could have added more, but my paper

will not admit of it. With compliment, therefore, to

the gentlemen of my acquaintance with you, and with

the moll fervent wiflies for your health and fuccefs,

I remain,

Your moft affectionate,

G. WASHINGTON
Major Gen. Lee.

Sir, Tyaquin, North-Carolina, June nth, 17761

This moment yours of the iftinftant came tomyhandi

The note inclofed, directed to the commanding officer

of



bi the corps of Virginia forces, intended for the' ftatiorl

of Hillfborough, I will ufe my belt endeavour to tranf-

mit fo foon as I can learn who he is, or for what part of

Virginia they are ordered ; of both I am now entirely

uninformed, having heard nothing of fuch deftination

until I received your letter. If I can get no information

in my neighbourhood, I will fend your note to the com-
manding officer of Halifax or Mecklinburgh county $

which, lying contiguous to this, are moft likely to have

received orders to march hither.

I cannot fay, Sir, that I rejoice that the enemy have

abandoned their defignon this colony. Their force could

not have effe£ted much again ft us, but they may prove

troublefome to fome of Our fouthern neighbours, who
are probably not fo well provided for defence as we are*

I beg leave, Sir, to wifh you all poflible fuccefs in your

generous efforts for the defence of the undoubted rights

of mankind* Had the {cent of a£tion been where we
firfl expected, I intended to have put myfelf a volunteer

under your command, and to have Contributed my little

afliflance towards that fuccefs which I am arTured would
have attended your command. Remote as the fcene

may be, I (hall not bear abfence from it with much pa-

tience ; and were it not almoft ruin to my private affairs,

no campaign fhould pafs without receiving the little aflift-

ance I could perfonally give , for though I am no mili-

tary character, nor ambitious offuch diftin£tion, the caufe

in which we are now engaged, and in which I have un-
remittingly ftruggled fince the ftamp a£t, makes itie

anxious to be z. witnefs and an acStor, however inconfkler-

able, in every fcene of importance, whether military or

civil, which may relate to it.

I have the honour to be, with lingular refpect,

Sir,

Your obedient fervant,

THOMAS BURKE.
Major Gen. Lee.

Dear
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Dear S:s, • Philadelphia, June 17th, 177s.

I HEARTILY. thank you for your letter, and regret

that I cannot have, the pleafure of meeting you •, the

great with of my life is to fee peace between two coun-

tries I almoft equally loye, while it is a queftion whether;

this or an mexterrninahle war is to take place. I meant:

in words I had learnt from you, to let before you the ma-

ny and mutual advantages both would derive from an

agreement , and as the terms now offered, are more fci

the intereit of your favourite America than you ever ho-

ped to obtain^ I fh'duld have" made, no fcruple to aik youi

good offices, and to engage my own, to remove any ob-

ftacles that might obftruct the peace.

I ihouki think it a greater honour to contribute in the

fmalleil degree to.this, than to have the greater! fhare ir

bringing about victory : thefe 3
to a. thinking man like

you, who has many friends on both fides, fubject him. tx

a double. regret.

I may not find another occafion of meeting you eafily

but I would travel far to have the pleafure of embracing

you, as a fellow fubje£tcf-the fame empire, and a friend,

You will fee byfome fpeeches in the Houfe ofCommons,
that others whom you value have the fame with. A ce-

lebrated poem,juft publiihed, fays,

" By virtue, captive Lee is doubly bleft."

A- pamphlet wrote by Governor Johnftone's brother

is;much applauded by the nation^ where a fpirit prevails

like that between tender relations who are move diipofed

to love and refpeel, after a quarrel has convinced both-,

of the advantage and value of friendmip. I lend you the

pamphlet.

You do Sir H. Clinton great juftiee in believing him

incapable of an inhuman or illiberal meafure , you may,

with great confidence, aiTerr, that he had no fhare in the

havock you fay has embittered people's minds to a degree

of madnefs. Your letter to me is the only notice he has,

of the burnings you mention. If any other houfes be-

fides magazines were deffcroyed, it mult have been by the

wantonnefs



antonnefs of foldiens { as the officer who formed the

an for deftroying the preparations for the invafion of

e ifland, confined itto this object. The deftrucl:ion of

>ufes was no part of his project ; otherwife he would

ive mentioned the fuccefs of it, which he has not done,

will deliver the meiTages you give me, and will ever

zk every occaficn to ihew that I am with regard,

Dear Sir,

• Your moll affectionate friend,

and humble Servant,

GEO. JOHNSON,

P. S. Sir Henry Clinton bids me thank you for your

ter, and charges me to indole one he has received for

u, from England.

Mai or Gen. Lee.

' Sir, Off Charlefton-Bar, July 22, 1776.

ON my return to the fleet, I found a letter from you

a flag of truce, with fome refreshments you were
:afed to fend me, in return "for which, I muft beg

uf acceptance of a calk of porter, and fome Engliih

eefe,

I have made enquiries concerning the perfon menti-

ed in your letter, who, it feems, has occafioned this

rtefpondence between us, but can learn nothing fur-

;r about him, than that lie is not a mafter of a vefiel,

he has reprefented himfelf to you *, and you will have

sn already informed by Mr. Byrd that Ethan Alien,

d thofe that were with them, are gone to the North-
ird.

I am, Sir,

Your mod humble fervan^

H. CLINTON.
To

.Charles Lee, Efq.

General in the fervics

of his Polifh Majefly.

My
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My dear General, Williatnfburgh, July lath,' 1776',

YOUR kind concern for my health made me happy,

jmd the high approbation you exprefs of my public coiir

duel: highly gratified my pride. J had the pleafure of

receiving your letter which did me fo much honour^

about the 9th of laft month, I was then at Mr. Har-

rifon's near Peterfburgh,- where I had -gone with Mrs,

Page for the recovery of her health. Our trip happily

has anfwered our wifhes, and we are once more fixed

at "Williamfburgh. It is now four weeks fince we have

received any certain account of the fituation of affairs ii^

either of the Carolinas. Even your letter to brigadier

Lewis countermanding the march of the troops 4id not

arrive here till four weeks after it was written. The
regiments had juft began their march 5 but had they

not been fcattered abroad on diftant Rations, and badly

provided with neceflaries for fuch- -an expedition, they

would have reached the place of their destination before

your exprefs could have flopped them. It will be worth .

ypur while to .examine into the occafion of this. I thoughi

it a matter of fo much importance to have fuch orders

communicated with difpatch, that I advifed the briga-

dier to fend an exprefs to you immediately, to inforrr

you of the unaccountable delay that yours had met with.

and to recommend it to you to eflablifh a poft through-

out your diftricr. ; but he was preparing for an expedi-

tion againrr, Gwynn^Iiland. The brigadier fet cut laf;

Monday on his way to our camp, attended by the Colo-

nels Woodford, Stephens, Buckner, Weedon, and fom<

.others, intending to examine into the ftrength of th<

enemy, and fubmit the propriety of an attack to a coun

cil of war. They reached the camp that night, and th:

next day finding that the Dunmore had changed ftation

with the other, and had expofed herfelf very prettily t(

the very place where he had been preparing a batter

for the Otter, they determined not to lofe this good op

portunity of beginning their cannonade, in which the;

might feverely and principally chaftife the noble Earl

At eight o'clock, A. M. Captain Arundel and Lieute

nan
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ant Denny faluted the Dunmore and Otter, with two

ighteen pounders; the very firft dot at the Qtter,

nough a full mile from our battery, ftruck her, as it is

jppofed, between wind and water, for me did not re-

am the fire, but was towed off on the careen. Ths

)unmore fired a broadfide, and then was towed off,

aving received four fhot through her fides ; whilft fhe,

/as in tow, (he received a fifth through her ftern which

iked her ; fcarcely a {hot was fired which did not do

xecution in fome part of the fleet. A fchooner loft

ne of her mafts. Whilft lieutenant Denny was firing

n the fleet, their battery on the ifland began to play on

im, and a ball paffed through the embrafure ; on which

e immediately turned his cannon on their battery ; for

e had taken the precaution to have fcope enough to take

1 the fleet, and that part of their battery; and fired

iree times fucceflively into their embrafure, which three

)unds compleatly filenced that part of the battery ; the

:her part facing our lines on the haven was almoft as

>on filenced by our battery erected againft it with four

ines and three fix pounders. Part of their camp was a

ttle expofed to both of our batteries which fired a few

)unds into it. This fire was as well directed as that a-

ainft their (hips v for it beat down many of their tents,

rid threw their camp into the utmoft confufion. When
lis was difcovered, the brigadier ordered canoes to be

rought down, to enable the men to pafs over into the

land ; for, unhappily, we had not a boat on the ihore :

lefe could not be procured till the next day, when a

nart cannonade began between the batteries ; but as

ion as our men bad manned their boats, their fire ceaf-

d, and they retired with precipitation to their boats, and

fcaped fafely to their fhips, having firft broken off the

•unnions, &c. of their cannon. There were three ten-

ers up the haven which could not pafs our batteries

;

lefe they abandoned ; they endeavoured to burn one,

ut our men boarded it, and extinguished the flames. I

nderftand that all thefe tenders have their fwivels in

lem ; but it is reported that they had thrown the guns

Q^ overboard.
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overboard. "We are now in poffeflion of the iiknd. Th
fleet has retired, but is in fight. This might have bee

a com pleat affair, if proper meafures had been precor

certed, and the whole well conducted. Our men, how
ever, behaved well, our artillery was admirably fervec

and we have difgraced and mortified our enemies. I

this affair we loft not a man ; but moft unhappily pen

Captain Arundel was killed by the burfting of a wooc

en mortar, with which he was endeavouring to thro

fhells into the fleet. His lofs is irreparable. He b<

haved with great fpirit and activity, and was fo hear

in our caufe that he is univerfally lamented. Colon

Stephens is jufl returned from Gwynn's-Iiland ; he fa-

the enemy carried off all their cannon from their ba

teries, except one fix pounder, which they fpiked. The

left fix carriage guns in one of the tenders ; feveral n

groes and a few whites were taken; two negroes ai

one of the fourteenth regiment deferted to us. The pi

foners inform, that Lord Dunmore's mate was cut

two by a double headed eighteen pounder, which al

took off one man's arm and another's leg, and drove

fplinter into his lordmip's leg. Tom Byrd was ill of

fever, and was carted off to a boat jufl before our pe

pie landed. They were obliged to burn two fine fm;

veffels that day, and at nigrrt, in the mouth of the rive

they burnt alfo a large fhip, fuppofed to be the Dunmor

as (he was not with the fleet next morning. The Fowe

it is faid, was with the fleet, but did not chufe to cor;

within reach of our guns. The Roe-buck was at t

mouth of Rappahannock. The Colonel fays, when J

came away, the whole fleet had failed, and were out

fight, and it was uncertain where they are gone ; fu

pofe to Maryland ? They went off in a bad plight, wit

out bifcuit or water. Their works were found of exec

lent conftru&ion and confiderable extent; they we

preparing to build houfes and a wind-mill : they n;

made a vail coilecfion of materials for different work

their tents, which they moved off except one marque

which was left in their hurry, and through which. a ca

ii'.
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m ball had paffed, were capable of containing about

ven or eight hundred men. From many circumftan-

s it is evident they meant to flay there a coniiderable

ne. I have been interrupted in writing, and before

could return to my fcrawl, I had the happinefs to re-

ive your letter of the third of July. . I moll heartily

ingratulate you on your fuccefs ; it was a moll glorious

pa ir—a noble- defence ! The Britiih navy has been hap-

ly checked in her proud career, and has received a

Qftjuft and complete chaflifement. What mud the

ng think now ? The whole continent in arms againil

m, (even hundred and fifty of his favourite Highlanders,

our poiTeffiori, and his fleets repulfed and difgraccd

ong our coafts for two thoufand miles ! I hope he will

pent and be contented to put up with the lof* of ASS?-

~a, or, if he does not, that he may meet with repeated

fappointment. The Marylanders were roufed by the

folve of our Convention, and have leclured their repre-

ntatives fo well, that they have unanimoufly voted for

dependence—they have no occafion for our rifle-men

i that account : However I can amire you, on the Eail>

n more of Maryland there has been a coniiderable in-

rreclion of Tories, infomuch that Colonel Fleming has

:en obliged to march with a hundred and twenty men
quell them. We have not yet heard the event of

;at affair. I have juft now received another letter from.

m, and am delighted with your defcription of the bra-
nny of Colonel Moultrie and the garrifon of Fort-Sulii-

in. It is not flattery, my dear General, when I tell

)u, that mod of us here attribute the glorious difplay
:" bravery on that day, to the animating prefence of a

wamander, who, independent of his great military abi-

des and experience, appeared to be the evil genius of
iihton, who had followed him, and from whofe pre-

he had feemed to retire and retreat along the coaft,

om Bofion to Charleflon. All that I could do, as

lere were not gentlemen enough in town, to make a

juneil, was to defire brigadier Lewis to fend immedi-
ately
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ately to North-Carolina, all the powder that could be
fpared out of the magazine. About four thoufand pounds
will be fent.

I am moil fincerely yours,

JOHN PAGE.
Major Gen. Lee.

Bear General, , Philadelphia, July 23d,' 1776

It would take a volume to tell you how many clever

things were faid of you, and the brave troops under youi

command, after hearing of your late victory. It has

given a wonderful turn to our affairs. The lofs of Ca-

nada had flruck the fpirits of many people, who nov
begin to think our caufe is not abandoned, and that w<

fhall yet triumph over our enemies.

The declaration of independence has produced a nev
sera in this part of America. The militia of Pennfylva

nia feem to be actuated with a fpirit more than Roman
Near two thoufand citizens of Philadelphia have latel'

marched towards New-York, in order to prevent an in

cu'rfion being made by our enemies upon the ftate

New-Jerfey. The cry of them all is for battle. I thin!

Mr. Howe will not be able to get a footing in New-York
and that he will end the prefent, or begin the next cam
paign in Canada, or in fome one of the Southern colo-

nies ;—the only places in which America is vulnerable

We depend upon Gates in the North, and you oblige u;

to hope for great things from the South.

The Tories quiet, but very furly. Lord Howe's pro

clamation leaves them not a iingle filament of their cob

web doctrine of reconciliation.

The fpirit of liberty reigns triumphant in Pennfylva-

nia. The proprietary gentry have retired to their coun

try feats, and honeft men have taken the feats they abu

fed fo much in the government of our {late.

The papers will inform you, that I have been thruf

into Congrefs. I find there is a great deal of different

betweer
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>£twee~n fportmg a fentiment in a letter, or over a glafs

>£ wine upon politics, and discharging properly the duty

>f a fenator. I feel myfelf unequal to every part of my
lew fituation, except where plain integrity is required.

My former letters to you, may pafs hereafter for a leaf

>f the Sibyls. They are full of predictions \ and, what

s ftill more uncommon, fome of them have ptoved true,

mall go on, and add, that I think the declaration of

ndependence will produce union and new exertions in

ingland in the fame ratio that they have done in this

ountry. The prefent campaign, I believe, is only de-

igned to train us for the duties of next fummer.

Adieu,

Yours fincerely,

An OLD FRIEND.
Vlajor Gen. Lee.

My dear Lee, New-York, Augufl 12th, 1776".

NOTWITHSTANDING I mall probably feel the

:#etl, I do moft cordially and fincerely congratulate you
>n gour victory over Clinton and the Britiih fquadron at

iullivan's-Ifland. A viclory undoubtedly it is, when an
;neniy are drubbed, and driven from a country they

vere fent to conquer. Such is the cafe of Clinton and
>ir Peter Parker, who are now with the fleet and army
it Staten-Ifiand, where General Howe and the troops

rorn Halifax have been ever fmce the laft day of June,
ind Lord Howe fmce the twelfth of July, • Some Hef-
lans and a pretty many of the. Scottifh laddies have got
n, and the re fidue of the fleet parted with, off the banks
}f Newfoundland, hourly expected. When the whole
»trive, matters will foon come to a decilion, every thing

ycm
:g prepared on both fides for the appeal, and on ours,

[ ^ope-it will be obfcinate, if not fuccefsful.

The latter, it is not in the power of mortals to com-
mand ; but they may endeavour to deferve it 5 and this

» am pulu.ukd, our troops will more than ever aim at,

Q^2 as



( i74
)

as I have imprefled upon their minds the gallant behas

fiour of the brave few, who defended Sullivan's-Ifland.

At prefent, the enemy am bring more men to a point

than we can, and when reinforced by the Heflians with-

out number, as unlefs the militia (fafter than heretofore)

come into our aid, their numbers, when the Heflians ar-

rive, cannot, by the beft intelligence we can get, fall

fhort of twenty-five thoufand men. Ours are under

twenty, very fiekly, and pofted on Governor's-Ifland,

Long-Ifland, at Powles-Hook, Horn's-Hook, and at the

pafs near KingVBridge ; more militia are expected, but

whether they will be in time, time only can tell, as alfo

where the point of attack will be. An opinion prevails,

countenanced by hintstrom fome of the principal Tories,

^nd corroborated hy intelligence from Staten-Ifland, that

part of the enemy's fleet and army will go into the Sound,

whilft another part of it runs up the North-River, there-

by cutting off all communication by water with this place,

whilft their troops form a chain acrofs the neck, and

ftop an intercourfe with Connecticut by land: others

think, they will not leave an army in their rear, whilft

they have the country in their front, getting by that

means between two fires, unlefs it is extended as a feint

to withdraw our troops from the city, that they may flip

in and poflefs themfelves of it : all this is but a field of

conjecture.

Our affairs in the North have been growing from bad

to worfe, till I hope they will mend, as one great fource

of the evil is in a way of being removed, I mean, the

fmall pox ; but the army have retreated from place to

place, till they are now got to Ticonderoga, oppofite to

which, on the Eaft fide of the Lake Champlain, they

are about to eftablifh a poft, which they fay will be in-

vulnerable ; but whether it may be fomewhat Jike the

man who built a mill on account of a beautiful fall, and

then had to confider whether it was practicable to bring

water to it, remains in fome meafure to be determined,

as it is the opinion of fome (I know nothing of the

country myfelf) that the enemy may pafs this poft and

tWo get
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get into Lake George, without receiving the leaft annoy*
ance from this work. "Whether they would chufe to

leave a poft in their rear without eftablifhing one them-
felves, fufficient to keep it in awe, is the point in quef*

tion.

It gives me a very lingular pleafure to hear of the gal-

lant behaviour of your young aids, and Mr. Jenefer, as

alfo of Colonels Moultrie and Thompfon j to be the

nieans at any time, of rewarding merit, will add greatly

to my happinefs ; and whenever you can point out a

mode that can be abopted confidentlyj you fhall find me
very ready : but you know the temper of the troops hi

this quarter, as well as I do, and how impracticable it

is to bring in a perfon, let his merit be ever fo great,

without throwing a whole corps into confufion. This
will alfo apply to Captain Bullet. What vacancies there

may be in your department that he has his eye to, and
could be appointed to with propriety, you mull know
better than I.. That there is none here, I can under-

take to fay. I have no doubt but the Congrefs would
annex the rank of colonel to his office of adjutant. I

believe they have done it in the inftance of Griffin, who
is appointed deputy-adjutant to the flying camp. If this

would add any thing to his fatisfac~Hon, I mould have

no objection to the mention of it. With every wifh for

your profperity and fuccefs, I remain with lincere regard,

Your moil affectionate and obedient,

G. WASHINGTON.
Gen. Lee.

Dear Sir, General Green's Quarters, Nov. itfth, 1776".

YOU will fee by the inclofed refolves, that Congrefs
have entered into fome new regulations refpe&ing the
enliftmentof the new army, and reprobating the mea-
sures adopted by the flate of Mafiachufetts-Bay for rai-

fing their quota of men.
As every poflible exertion fhould be ufed for recruiting

the arm y, as fpeedily as may be, I requeft that you im-

mediately
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inetliately publiin,. in orders, that an allowance- o"f a <io\7
•

lar and one-third of a dollar will be paid to the officer^ -

for every foldier they mall enli% whether in or out of

camp.
Alfo, that it will be optional- in the foldier to cnlift

;

daring the continuance of the war, or for three years,

unlefs fooner difcharged by Congrefs. In the former \

cafe, they are to receive all fuch bounty and pay as have

been heretofore mentioned in orders *, thofe who engage •

for the latter time, that of three years, are not to receive

the bounty in land.

That no miftakes may be made, you will direcl: the re-

cruiting ofBcers, from your drvifion, to provide two di-

ftinc~t eniifting rolls ; one for thofe to fign who engage

during the war, the other for thofe who enlifl for three -

years, if their fervice {hall be.fo long required.

I am forry to inform you, that this day, about twelve-

o'clock, the enemy made a general attack upon rour lines .-,

about Fort-Wafhington, which having carried, the garri-
jf

fon retired within the fort. Colonel Magaw, finding-

there was no profpecl of retreating a-crofs the North-

River, furrendered the poit. We do not yet know the

lofs of killed and wounded on either fide ; but I imagine

it muft have been pretty confiderable, as the engagement*-

at fome parts of the lines, was of long continuance, and;

heavy,. Neither do I know the terms , of capitulation* •

The force of the garrifon, before the attack, was about

two thoufand men, .

Before I left Peek's-kill, I urged to General Heathy
the neceflity of fecuringthe pafs through the Highlands,

next to the river, as well on that as this fide, and to the

forts above ; -but as the preferving of there and others

which lay more eafterly, and which are equally eiTenti-

al, is a matter of the laft importance, I raaft beg you to;

turn your attention that way, and to have fuch meafures;

adopted for their defence as your judgment {hall fug-

geft to be neceffary. I do not mean to advife adandon-
ing your prefent poft- contrary to your own opinion, but

only to mention my ideas of the importance of thofe. paf-:-

fesj
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fcs, and that you cannot give too much attention to

their fecurity, by having works eredted in the moft ad-

vantageous places for that purpofe.

I am, dear Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON,
Gen. Lee.

The RESOLVES of CONGRESS
MENTIONED IN THE PRECEDING LETTER.

In CONGRESS, November -7th, 1776.

RESOLVED, That the refolution paffed the 14th of

O&ober laft, That the allowance to officers of one and

one-third of a dollar for enlifting foldiers, be not extend-

ed or given on the re-enliftment of the foldiers in camp,
be repealed.

Nov. 1 2th, 1776.

RESOLVED, As the opinion of this Congrefs, that

if the foldiers to be raifed by the ftate of Maffachufetts-

Bay, be enlifted on the terms offered to them (which

are more advantageous than what are offered to other fol-

diers ferving in the fame army) it would much retard, if

not totally impede, the enliftment of the latter, and pro-

duce difcontent and murmur, unlefs Congrefs mould
equally increafe the pay of thefe ; which it is the opinion

of this Cor.grefs would univerfally be reprobated as an

immoderate expence, and complained of, as a grievous

burden, by thofe who mud bear it *, and therefore, that

the committee fronv4.ie ftate of Maffachufetts-Bay, be

defired not to enlift their men on the additional pay of-

fered by the Affembly of that ftate.

Upon reconfidering the Refolution of the 16th of Sep-

tember laft, for raiting eighty-eight battalions, to ferve

during the prefent war with Great Britain, Congrefs be-

ing of opinion, that the readinefs of the inhabitants of

tho
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\kt ftates to enter into the fervice for limited times, m
defence of their invaluable privileges, on ail former oc-

'

caiions, gives good ground to hope the fame £eal for the.

public good will appear in future when necellky calls for

their ailifbnce ', and the uiuxvtain length of time which

forces raifed during the continuance of the war may be

compelled to ferve, may prevent many from enliilmg

who would ctherwife readily manifef! their attachment

to the common caufe, by engaging for a limited time,

therefore,

RESOLVED, That all non-commiffioned officers and

foldiers. who do net incline to engage their fervices du-

ring the continuance of the prefent war, and fnall enlift

to ferve three years, unlefs fooner difcharged by Congrefs,

(IraU be entitled to, and receive, all fuch bounty and pay

as are allowed to thofe who enlift during the continuance

cf the prefent war, except the one hundred acres of land, •

which is to be granted to thofe only who enlift without

limitation of time.

And each recruiting officer is required to provide two

tiiftin£t. enlifting rolls •, one for fuch to fign who enlift.

during the continuance of the war, and the other for fuch

as enlift for three years, if their fervice fhall be fo long

required-

By order of the Congrefs,

JOHN HANCOCK, Prcf.

CCPY.
Robep.t Harrison.

Deak General, Hackenfack, Nov. 21ft, 1776.

THE letter you will receive with this contains my fen-

tknents with refpeel; to your prefent ftation ; but befides

this, I have fome additional reafons for moft earneftly :

wifhing to have you where the principal fcene of action

is laid. I do not mean to natter nor praife you at the

expence of any other, but, I confefs, I do think that it is

entirely owing to you, that this army and the liberties

of
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of America, fo far as they are dependant on it, are not

totally cut oiT. You have decifion, a quality often want-

ing in minds otherwife valuable ; and I afcribe to this our

.efcape from York-Ifland, from King's-Bridge, and the

Plains j and I have no doubt, had you been here, the gar-

rifon of Mount-Wafliington would now have compofed
.apart of this army: and from all thefe circumftances,

I confefs I ardently wifh to fee you removed from a place

where I think there will be little call for your judgment
and experience, to the place where they are likely to be

fo necenary. Nor am I fmgular in my opinion, every

.gentleman of the family, the officers, and foldiers, ge-

nerally, have a confidence in you : the enemy conftantly

enquire where you are, and feem to me to be lefs confi-

dent when you are prefent.

Colonel Cadwallader, through a fpecial indulgence, on

account of fome civilities {hewn by his family to General

•Prefect, has been liberated from New-York without any

parole. He informs, that the enemy have a foutherii ex-

pedition in view ; that they 'hold us very cheap in confe-

quence of die late affair at Mount-Wamington, where

•both the plan of defence and execution were contempti-

ble. If a real defence of the lines was intended, the num-
ber was too few ; if the Fort only, the garrifon was too

numerous by half. General Washington's own judg-

.ment, feconded by reprefentations from us, would, I be-

lieve, have faved the men and their arms : but, unluckily,.

General Green's judgment was contrary. This kept

the General's mind in a ftate of fufpenfe till the ftroke

was ilruck. Oh, General ! an indecisive mind is one

of the greatefl misfortunes that can befal an army : how
often have I iamented it this campaign !

All circumftances confidered, we are in a very awful,

alarming ftate, one that requires the utmoft wifdom and

firmnefs of mind.

As foon as the feafon will admit, I think yourfelf and

fome others mould go to Congrefs, and form the plan of

the new army, point out their defects to them, and, n

poffible, prevail on them to bind their whole attention'

to
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to this great obje&, even to the exclusion of every other*

If they will not, or cannot, do this, I fear all our exertions

will be vain in this part of the world. Foreign affiftance

isfolicitingjbut we cannot expect they will fight the whole

battle.

I intended to have faid more, but the exprefs is wait-

ing, and I muft conclude with my clear and explicit

opinion, that your prefence is of the laft importance.

I am, with much affe£Hon and regard,

Your very affectionate,

Humble fervant,

JOSEPH REED, Adjt. Gen.
Major Gen. Lee,

at the White-Plains,

My I)ear General, Philadelphia, Aug. 30th, 1778.

I AM mocked, confounded, and exceedingly chagrin-

ed to hear the court have adjudged you guilty of all the

charges alledged againil you, and have fufpended you one

year on account of it. The fentence is as unaccountable

to me, as that they mould find you guilty.

Matters have been fo curfedly represented againft you

in this place, that I have been almolV mobbed in defends

ing you. Ten thoufand infamous lies have been fpread,

that I never heard before, to bias the friends of the peo^

pie againft you. In the name of God, what are we come
to ?—So much for our republicanifm.

I am beyond description unhappy, I feel for the inju-

ry of a.man I fo fmcerely efteem—a man whofe merit is

(o confpicuous throughout the world ; and more parti-

cularly for a man, who, if juftice was to take place and

facts properly known, merited the thanks of the contir

nent, for the tranfa&ions of that day, in a moil lingular

manner.

I have not been able to fee Mr. Lee ; I called twice,

but he was not at home ; to-morrow morning I fliall

have the pleafare, I expeci> as I intend to call again.—-

General



( 1*1 )

General Mifflin will be in town to-morrow, whom I {hall

likewife vifit.

My fincere affection yon wiH ever command, and I

[hall never efteem myfelf fo happy as when I can have

it in my power to render you a fervice.

I will, in two or three days, fet out for camp, in order

to have an interview with you.

I am, dear General,

Your's affectionately,
#" # # *^

Major General Lee,

Sir, Brunfwick, Jan, 16th, 1770.

I AM honoured with your favour of the igthult. and

can affure you, that of the merit or demerit of your con-

duct in the affair of Monmouth, on the 28th of June, I

have not to this day framed any opinion. I have fo lit-

tle leifure to attend to the military operations of Ameri-
ca, and am fo incompetent a judge

1

of the qualifications

neceffary to conflitute the character of a general, that I

rfiake no judgment at all. But without admitting or de-

nying that you have made greater facrifices in the caufe

of American freedom than any officer of our whole ar-

my, without a fmgle exception, and that it is not lefs cer-

tain that you have faved our whole army more than once
from destruction (the proofs of which are not in my
pofleflion) I can affure you, that I heartily difapprove of
all publications containing perfonal reflections on the

character of any gentleman, and especially on thofe of
your rank, in the American army. And if what was
prefented to the public, as a mere republication of a pa-
pier formerly printed by a Virginian, has been, as you
fay, republilhed with many malicious alterations and ad-
ditions, it is dill the more inexcufable -, becaufe all fuch
alterations and additions, befides their particular malig-
nity againft you (for which alone I mould condemn them)
are an impofition upon the world ; and it mull be con-

R fidered,
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fidered, by every man of honour, be the legal conflruc-

tion what it will, as a downright forgery. I can further

allure you, that I cannot but difapprove of Mr. Collins's

inferting the paper you refer to in his Gazette, not only

becaufe no printer ought to make his prefs a vehicle for

perfonal flander, but becaufe he fet out with a profefled

declaration againft diverting his paper to fuch purpofes,

and has fo tenacioufly adhered to that maxim till the

publication in queftion, as to reject, if my information

be true, feveral pieces on account of the perfonal reflec-

tions they contained on gentlemen in the fervice of the

enemy, and which the law of retaliation would clearly

have warranted him to infert. And I muft declare, in

juftice-tp him, and from what I perfonally know of his

humane diipofition, and his difmclination to convey .thro
1

the channel of his prefs any thing injurious to the repu-

tation of others, that I firmly believe, he has taken the

paper, prefented to him as a copy of a republication in

Virginia, for a true copy. And it is generally fuppofedj

by virtue of what law I know not, but perhaps by one

as rational as that of deciding controverfies by private

combat, in civil communities which reprobate that mode

of decifion, that a printer, by the bare republication of a

paper, is not prefumed to adopt the fentiments ; and

that, by difclofing to the party aggrieved, at whofe in-

ftance it was republifhed, he always averts the indigna^

tion of the fufterer from himfelf to that perfon. I ftiould,

however, be very forry to find any of our printers imi-

tate the practice of the Britifh fubjeclis in New-York,
who, whether they excel us in military discipline and

courage or not, have, to my certain knowledge, hitherto

furpa&d us in printed calumny and detraction.

From thefe my fentiments refpec"ting the printers of

defamatory papers, I hope, Sir, you will not queilion

my difapprobation both of the original authors, and the

Secondary propagators, of flander. But neither Mr.

Boudinot's appointment to, nor depofition from, his of-

fice, as commiflary of our ftate prisoners, being in my

department, it is not in my power to do you the jufhce

<
which
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vhkh. you feem to expect in that line ; nor is tnefe any

uthority in this ftate by which he can be cafhiered, till

he next meeting of our afTembly, which (lands adjourn-

d to the 19th of May. But the law of the ftate is al-

ways at every one's fervice ; and in the cafe of libels, if

7e are to credit the Britifh lawyers, fo peculiarly fa-

ourable to the profecutor, that the fcandal is not the

ifs penal for being true, than if it was utterly falfe >

i-'hich, I think, is giving a man as great a chance as can

eafonably be defired \ and perhaps, if you thought pro-

ier to publifh your letter to me on the fubjecl; under

onfideration, it would be as ample fatisfaction againft

dr. Boudinot, as the nature of the offence requires •,

ut that I entirely fubmit to your better judgment, fa

word, Sir, whenever it fhall be pointed out to me m
irhat manner I can, with any propriety, interfere in the

latter, either as governor of this ftate, or as a private

entleman, I {hall not hefitate a moment to do you all

he juftice which I conceive you deferve. In the mean
tme, I embrace this opportunity to re-acknowledge my
rateful fenfe of your friendly intimations, feme tiiiis

ince, of the enemy's peculiar refentment againil me,
,nd your kind concern for my perfonal fafety on that

ccount. I muil, however, take the liberty to fay, as a

nan detached from ail parties and wholly devoted to

vhat he thinks the true interefts of his country, that I

hould be extremely unhappy in having reaion to believe

vhat is frequently, and perhaps injuriouily, reported of
rou, that you endeavoured to leflen the eftimation in

vhich General Waftiington is held by the moft virtuous

:itizens of America ; and which eftimation, not, Sir,

Vom a blind attachment to men of high rank, nor from
my felF-intereireu mc^ive whatibever, but from a full

:onvi6lion of his great perfonal merit and public impor-
:ance, I deem it my duty to my country to ufe my utmoft

influence to fupport.

I am, with all due refpe£t, Sir,

Your moft humble fervant,

Major Gen. Lee. W. LIVINGSTON.
My



My Deaj J'kiend, Philadelphia,: 0&. 24, ^p
I AM diftrefled to think that all your friendly letter:

and meflages to me have met with fuch ungrateful re-

turns, I have written two letters to you, one of whiel

was inclofed under a cover, directed to Mr. Wolford
znd put into the Poft-Qffice ; the other was miflaid an<

loft before I could hear of an apportunity of fending it

You fee from this, that I have not been unmindful
you. You have wounded me in fuppofing that I an

carried away by die tide of the times. I would as fooi

be fufpecled of picking a pocket, as of infidelity in friend

fliip, or idolatry in politics.

Major Euflace informed me of your reply to Prellden

Reed's publications. Our printers refufed to give it

place in their papers : it was bed for you they did fc

Have patience-, time and pofterity will do you juftice

The Cummer flies that now din our ears muft foon re

tircr Nothing but virtue and real abilities will finall

pais mufter, when the public cool a little from the fei

ment into which the great and fudden events of the lat

revolution have. thrown US. I 7/CUld r?.ther be 6rie c

your dogs in a future hiftory of the prefent war, tha

polTefs the firft honours that are now current in America

with the characters which I know fome of our great me

merit. Poor Pennfylvania has become the molt miferc

ble fpot upon the furface of the globe. Our ftreets, alas

have been fiained already with fraternal blood ', a fad pre

lude, we fear, of the future mifchiefs our conflitutio

will bring upon us ; they call it a democracy, a mobc

cracy in my opinion would be more proper. All ov

laws breathe the fpirit of town meetings and porter ihops

but I forget that I am not fafe in committing m
opinion of men and meafures to paper. Oh, Liberty

Liberty ! I have worihipped thee as a fubftance !—Bi

it is near twelve o'clock at night, and I am much h

tkued with an unufual fhare of bufmefs, for, in the tru

fttle of the fubjea of a monarch, my family and my buf

•~fs now engrofs all my time and attention—my com

try I have lone ago left 'to the care of Timothy Matlacl
"*

; Charl<
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Carles Wilfon Peale, and Co. I muft therefore bid you

rood night, wiftiing you at the fame time all poffible

iealth and happineis, and am, my dear Lee,

Your fincere and affectionate

OLD FRIEND.
Major Gen. Lee.

My dear Lee, York-town, 0&. 21ft, 1781.

THERE are few circumftances, that give me equal

Dleafure to that of hearing from my friends ; and as my
iiteem for you has everincreafed in proportion to your

nisfortunes in the road of perfecution, I am always made

lappy in a line from you, as it announces your prefent

Ituation.

Your being robbed of your horfes is a common evil,

md its falling harder on you than any other perfon is

what I mould have expected, from the difpofition of

wretches always difpofed to heap coals on the head of the

injured. I am happy ever in having it in my power to

inform you of -the good efteem in which you are held in

the army ; and that they are not now, whatever they

have been, inclined to purfue the track of perfecution,

beaten fo bare as it is by creatures whofe praife would
be a dimonour to any honeft man.
Poor Fleury, the other day, called me a-one-lide to

whifper to me, and after looking round, to prevent a pof-

fibility of being over-heard, he alked me what had be-

come of you ? I could not help fmiling, and, in my re-

ply, telling him you was very well, and that he need
not be afraid of acknowledging an acquaintance with
General Lee in the moft public afTembly in America \

that I efteemed it an honour to call myfelf his friend *

that my fincere attachment to him was amply rewarded
by the univerfal approbation of all good and fenfible men.
He anfwered me, he was very glad of it : it was every

where known in France that you had been ill-treated,

and that every perfon lamented your misfortune.

R 2 The
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The furrender of Lord Cornwallis and his armywii
reach you before this letter. I think this is a circum
fiance which muft fecure to America her independence
What will follow, I leave to time. It muft have been ;

mortifying circumftance to my lord, to have folicite

terms, as no demand of a furrender was made. We ha<

juft completed our fecond parallel, at two hunderei
yards from his main works. In the capitulation he wa
not permitted to uncafe his colours, or to beat an Ame
rican or French march. You will probably fee you
friend O'Hara, who is a prifoner. >

We expect now to go on to Charleston, to inveft ths

place. The moment I can obtain permiffion to leav

the army, I will repair to your hermitage, and fpen

fome time with you, when I promife myfelf much fati:

faction. In the mean while, believe me,
Your affectionate and

Unalterable friend,

E. EDWARD*

LETTERS from MAJOR GENERAL LEE

London, December ift, 176

Most excellent Sir, and
most dear master,

YOUR Majefty will better imagine than I can expre

the pleafure I have received from -your kind a*

gracious letter : the affurances it gives me of your goc

opinion and regard, I mail ever confider as the happief

the moft honourable circumftance of my life. They mal

ample amends for the enmities I have drawn upon myfe

from certain powerful quarters in my own country,wher

perhaps, from fome juft judgment of God, the fame qu;

lities which would recommend to your Majefty are lug)

ly obnoxiouo. I devoutly wifh, and proudly hope, f<

my own honour, that I may ever pofiefs a place in-tl

eftee.
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.cileem of your Majefty, and remain the averfion of thofe

who fo widely, fo totally, differ from yon.

I am concerned I cannot more fully, and in a more fa-

-tisfactory manner, anfwer the feveral queftions of your

Majefty on the ftate of our country, than what I am able

to do. Of ibme of thefe articles, the caufe, though ge~

•nerally treated of, appears not in the leaf! underftood j

on others,' opinions are fo various that it is prefumption

to decide ; but fome are, I think, obvious to : /ery man
of common understanding •, and of this clafs may be reck-

oned Mr. Pitt's quitting the ftage, and the conduct of

the American colonies towards the mother country.

—

"With refpecl: to the nrft, it is manifeft, from a thoufand

circumftances, that with the health and frame of this ex-

traordinary man, the underftanding is likewife worn out.

Before I came to England, I did not lay much ftrefs on
thofe parts of his conduct which the newfpapers have {o

worried ; and I recoiled!: your Majefty was of the fame
way of thinking, that there was nothing very monftrous

in his acceptance of a peerage, but that it might be im-
prudent, and argued a fenfeleffnefs of glory, to forfeit

-the name of Pitt for any title the king could beftow. But
fince I am a little more behind the fcenes, and am made
acquainted with feveral circumftances previous, conco-
mitant, and fubfequent to this event, I am apt to agree

with the majority of the better fort, that this once noble

mind is quite overthrown. Can it be reconciled to rea-

fon, that the fame man who had rendered his name fo

•illuftrious and fo tremendous to the greateft part of the

-globe, fhould fplit upon ribbons and titles j that when
he had arrived at a higher pinnacle of glory than ever

citizen did fince the days of Epaminondas, he mould be

I

captivated by fuch a bauble, even though it mould be at-

tended with no ill confequences to the affairs of his coun-
try ? but when fuch terrible ones were vifible, it muft be

conftrued downright madnefs. Mr. Pitt, fay they, was
the only man who had capacity, fpirit, and power to af-

fert the honour and intereft of the nation with foreign

ftate s, correct the abufes, and litem the torrent of co?-

rnpiion
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ruption at home. His power was not founded on vad
property or cabinet favour, but on his popularity. By
finking into a peerage, his popularity would vanifh of

courfe, and with it all power of rendering, at a mod cri-

tical time, any farther fervices to his country. If it is

objected that it is poflible to accept a title and retain the

integrity of the citizen, they allow it *, but that, unfortu-

nately, the bulk of the people will not be perfuaded of

it ; that a popular minider mud, therefore, not only be

ftri&ly virtuous, but, like Csefar's wife, his virtue mud
not befufpec~ted •, that this perfuafion of the people, ri-

diculous as it may appear at firft fight, is founded on too

much judice ; for they obferve, that from the time of

Wentworth down to that of Pulteny, not one indance

can be produced of a man's changing his feat from the

lower to the upper houfe, without a thorough renunciati-

on of all principles and public .virtue ; but whether this

opinion is well or ill founded, as it is a prevalent one,

this revolt, error, folly, or madnefs, of fuch a man has

fome direful effects j it taints with jealoufy all public

affiance, edablifhes a doubt, whetherfuch a thing as pub-

lic virtue can exift : in fhort, it makes the bulk of man-
kind indifferent who are in, who are out, as they are al-

mod perfuaded that all men are, or will prove, in the

end, equally vain apodates to the common caufe, either

through interedednefs, vanity, or madnefs.

Such are the arguments not only made ufe of by the

majority of Mr. Pitt's once admirers, but they were dart-

ed to him by thofe who were fuppofed to have the great-

ed weight with him. Lord Camden, in particular, con-

cluding this refolution to be a fhort fit of compliance,

and that his friend would foon fee the danger of the

meafure, delayed the figning of the patent for two days.

But his lordfhip was midaken, the diforder had taken

deeper root than he imagined ; no girl could fhew more
impatience for a new toy, than this fird of men did, till

the tedimony of his folly was figned and fealed to the

whole world. Your Majedy will probably obj eel:, that

though Mr. Pitt played the child in one article, it is no
proof
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.proof of the general failure of his under(landing ; that no
/nan was ever blefled with fo entire faculties, as not, on
fome particular occafion, and in fome unlucky moment
to betray weaknefs.

But this is not the cafe with Pitt, the decay of his

parts is not only indicated by the act itfelf, but confirm-

ed by his conduct in public and private character : In

public the doctrines he broaches are diametrically the

reverfe of what he has, through the whole courfe of his

life, aflerted : In private, he is totally metamorphofed >;

from the extreme of plainnefs and fimplicity, he is all pa-

rade, magnificence and oflentation. But I might have fpa-

red your Majefty this prolix detail, when in a few words,

it would have fumced to have faid, that he has fits of

•crying, flarting, and every effect of hyfleric -

9 it is affirm-

ed, indeed, that ten years ago, he was in the very fame
condition, that therefore a poiTibility of his recovering

once more his nerves, and with them all his functions j

but from the age of the man, the generality confider the

piece as fmifhed j the honeft and well wifhers of their

country lament over him, the corrupt and profligate fmg-

Te Deum, as the Devil probably did for the fall of man.
Your Majefty afks who is to mount the ftage. in his room ?

I am fo far from feeing any man fo qualified in all points,

as to fill his part in time of diffraction and coniufion,

that I know no fet of men who have a chance of being

called to it, who will not, by ignorance, obftinacy, or ti-

midity, throw things into ten times greater confuiion

than they are at prefent. My Lord Rockingham is in-

deed an honeit, worthy, and fpirited man, and poftefTes

the good opinion of the people in general, but thefe at-

tributes will probably exclude him. The Thane, who is'

ftili all powerful, will never admit of a man fo endowed.

He requires a certain degree of fubferviency and com-
plaifance j in fhort, he requires a miniiter of his own
jobs and partialities, and not an adminiftrator of the na-

tional affairs. As to the reft, who form what is called

the oppofition, they are fo odious, or contemptible, that

the favourite himfelf is preferable to them ; fuch bs

Grenville,
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Orenville, Bedford, Newcaftle, and their affociates. Tem-
ple is one of the molt ridiculous order of coxcombs I

ever heard of, he is eternally appealing to the public,

forgetting that the public never considered him farther

than they v/ould an old pair of boots, which Mr. Pitt

might, through a whim, have fet a value upon, which
when,he chofe to throw aiide, it mattered not if they

were thrown into a lumber room or the nre.r Nothing
could make the American colonifts call: off their obedi-

ence, or even refpe& to their mother country, but fome
attempt on the effence of their liberty •, fuch as undoubt-

edly the ftamp act was, which, if it had remained un-

repealed, and admitted as a precedent, they would have

been Haves to all intents and purpofes, as their whole
property would lie at the mercy of the Crown's minifter

and the minifter's miniilers, the Houie of Commons,
who would find no end to the neceffity of taxing thefe

people, as every additional tax would furnifh the mailer

with means of adding to their refpective wages •, but it

would be impertinent in me to enter into a difcuflion of

the propriety or impropriety, the juflice or injuftice, of

this meafure, when it is fo fully and clearly treated in

fome tracts which are bound up together, and which I

have ordered^ to be fent to your Majefty. If the humours
. which this accurfed attempt has raifed, are fuffered to

fubfide, the inherent- affection which the colonies have

. for the mother country, and clafhings of interefts one

amongft another, will throw every thing back into the

©Id channel ; which indeed is the cafe already : but if

another attack of the fame nature mould be made upon
them, by a wicked blundering minifter, I will venture

to prophecy, that this country will be {haken to its foun-

dation in its wealth, credit^ naval force, and interior po-

pulation.

My dear Prince, London, Dec. 25th, 1766.

YOU will do me great injuftice if you attribute my
filence for fo many months to a want of fenfe of your

exceffive
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exceffive goodnefs and friendship, or even to careleffnefs,

which, considering the obligations I lie under to your
highnefs, would be one and the fame thing. The truth

is, that I was unwilling to trouble you with a fulfome

letter of acknowledgments, as I hope you are no ftran-

ger to my fentiments on the fubje£l ; but I thought a

few lines which would give you a fketch of the ftate of

this country, of the parties, and of our profpec~l in rela-

tion to foreign and inferior affairs, would be the only

poffible method of making your Highnefs fome return

"for the thoufand inftances of friendfhip which I have

received at your hands ; but the molt reasonable fchemes

are frequently defeated : fo it fares with me ; for, al-

though I have been in London eight days, which in this

political and communicative town is fufficient, one mould
think, to make a man mailer of every thing neceffary to

be known ; but my evil liars have difappointed me, and
your evil ftars have dictated to me, that, notwithstanding

the infignificancy of all I have to fay, it would be a pret-

ty treafon to remain any longer filenfe You mull there-

fore accept the will for the deed ;
' in a few polls I hope

to be able to amufe you better. The King and his mi-

nillers are out of town, or more properly, I mould have

faid the minifters and their King, for I do not find that

the latter is any more a principal than when I left Eng-
land. Lord Chatham is fuppofed to be abfolute in all

affairs which concern the ftate •, Bute in his corner, re-

tains influence to a fufficient degree, for the provifion of

his creatures and countrymen, in fubordinate offices j he
difclaims all concern with bufinefs ; but this is like the

reft of his conduct, a moll impudent and ineffectual hy^

pocrify ; for he is, as ufual, not credited. A formida-

ble oppofition is expelled, but the conjectures on its

fuccefs are too vague to be attended to. Some men of

weight and reputation are embarked in it ; but the heads

are too odious to the nation in general in my opinion, to

carry their point. Such as Bedford, Sandwich, G. Gren-
ville, and, with fubmiffion, your friend Mansfield. He
Jately drew upon Jiimfelf the laugh of the Houfe of Lords,

making
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making life of the word Liberty of the Subject ; and
expreffing great regard to it, it was called Satan preach*

ing up fandtity. Conway is (till fecretary of ftate, and
much regarded as a man of ability and integrity. Lord
Shelburne, the other fecretary, has furpafied the opinion^

of the world ; he fpeaks well, and is very diftincl: in of-

fice. The Duke of Grafton is an abfolute orator, and
\ has a fair character. An Irifhman, one Mr. Burke, is

fprung up in the Houfe of Commons, who has aftonifli-

ed every body with the power of his eloquence, his com-
prehensive knowledge in all our exterior and internal

politics and commercial iftt&gjftd. He wants nothing

hut that fort of dignity annexed to rank, and property

in England, to make him the moft confiderable man in

the Lower Houfe.

A difpute with Portugal, On fome commercial points,

feems at prefent chiefly to occupy the thoughts of the

miniftry. It is thought, that an ambafiador extraordi-

nary, with an efcort of ten ihips of war, which is the

heft ultima ratio, will be fent to Lifbon. I have had
ibme converfation with our miniftry on the affairs of Po-
land ; but as this letter goes by the common poft, I can-
not fend you the particulars. The character of his Ma-
jefty is high in their efteem. I intreat your Highnefs
to prefent my duty to him, to aiTure him of my zeal,

veneration, and love ; in a few days, I (hall take the li-

berty of writing to him, or to Mr. Ogroud&i. I wait

till I have had a converfation with the King. Could
your Highnefs procure me a copy of his Majefty's pic-

ture, either in miniature, or otherwife ? I alk for a copy,

as I would not prefume to trouble him to fit. You would
likewife make me very happy with your own. I was
much pleafed with an acquaintance with Lavifa at the

Hague. His warm attachment to our incomparable maf-
ter has much endeared him to me. "We have fome books

publifhed here, which I fancy you would be glad to have,

particularly, the whole letters of Swift. " They are the

bed hiftory of the times, and read with great avidity.

When the Baltic is open, I {hall fend to his Majefty a

confiderable
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con-iiderapie number, as he has done me the honour to.

triiit to*ny judgment, and drawn on Mr. Tipper for the

coft. . * .-
. .

--...

I have not heard from our friend; Lmd ; I beg you

will chide him for this abominable neglect. Wroughton

too deferves abufe j I {hall write to him in a few pofts.

The reafon of Lord Thanet's delay in regard to the horfe,

was delicacy. He could not find any he thought good

enough ; but in the fpring he will fend a couple, which

will, in all refpe&s, fuit his Majefty.

I entreat you, my dear prance, to pay my humble ref-

petts to your father, mother, the prince, chancellor, and

all your houfe, to which I have fo great obligations, and

for which I have a fincere love and honour, and that you

will (leal a few moments to give me under your hand

what I am already convinced of, that I poiTefs fome fhare

of your love and friendihip.

I am, with the moil refpec"tful fentiments,

My dear Prince,
,

Ever yours.

CHARLES LEE.

My dear Coleman, Warfaw, May ift, 1767.

YOU muft undoubtedly think me a very extraordi-

nary perfon, that, on a flender acquaintance, I lliould

nave faddled you with the curation of my affairs, and af-

terwards not think it worth my while to write you even

a civil note, fuch as a common acquaintance, who had

conferred no obligation, might have expected. The truth

is, I have every day expected to be aicertained of my
deiliny, and then intended to have given you a circum-

ftantial plan of my operations ; but as this day is as re-

mote, in all appearance, as ever, I mould be guilty of a

monltrous neglect, in any farther delaying, to pay the

tribute of friendfhip which I fo fenfibly owe. Believe

me, my dear Sir, that I mod fincerely love and honour

you •, and this love and honour is founded on fo folid a

S bafis,
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bafis, that I have dared to neglect a form which would

not be pardoned by a perfon who is not really an object

of efteem.

I have been in this place two months waiting for an

opportunity to join the Ruffian army, and I am afraid I

ihall be obliged to wait a month longer. The commu-
nications are fo filled with the offals of the confederates,

who are themfelves a banditti, that it is impofiible to ftir

ten yards without an efcort of Ruffians : the Englifh are

lefs fecure than others, as they are efteemed the arch-

enemies of the holy faith. A French comedian was the

other day near being hanged from the circumftance of

his wearing a bob wig, which, by the confederates, is

fuppofed to be the uniform of the Englifh nation. I wifh

to God the three branches of our legiflature would take

it into their heads to travel through the woods of Poland

in bob-wigs.

The firft opportunity that will offer will be the prefent

a-mbaflador, who, it is faid, will now be fucceeded in ten

daya; but this has been fo long faid, that I begin to def-

pair of any opportunity at all j if none mould offer, I

have made a wife journey of it : I believe it would break :

my heart. I have an unfpeakable curiofity of feeing this

campaign, though, in fact, I believe it will be a< ridicu-

lous one •, if not like that of Harlequin and Scapin, it 'will

refemble the battle of Wilks and Talbot. The Ruffians

can gain nothing by beating their enemy, and the Turks

are confoundedly afraid. I wifh by practice, 'to make

myfelf a foldier for purpofes honeft, but vvhich I (hall

not mention. If I am defeated in my intention of join-

ing the Ruffians, I think of pairing through Hungary,

and fpending the enfuing winter in the foiith of Italy,

Sicily, or fome of the illands in the iEgean fea. As ycu

are a fcholar I venture to talk this cant. As to England,

I am refolved not to fet my foot in it, till the virtue which

f believe to exift in the body of the people can be put

into motion. I have good reafons for it. My fpirits and

temper were much affected by the meafures which I was

vyitneis of, meafures abfolutely moderate," laudable and

virtuous, ;
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virtuous, in companion of what has been tranfa£red fmce.

To return folernn thanks to the Crown for the manifeft-

ly corrupt diffipation of its enormous revenues and im-

pudent demand on the people : to repair this diffipatiof/,

to compleat their own ruin, is -pufhing fervility farther

than the rafcally fenate of Tiberias was guilty of. In

this light it is confidered by all thofe I converfe with, of

every nation, even thofe who have the leaft idea of liber-

ty. The Auftrians and Ruffians hoot at us. In fine,

.it is looked upon as the ultimatum of human bafenefs, a

coup de grace to our freedom and national honour.

You will fay, it is being a pleafant correfpondent,

giving you my comments on what paries under your own

eyes, and being entirely ftlent on the tranfa&ions of this

country, which you may be fuppofed to have fome cu-

riofity of being acquainted with. You will not think

me ferious when I allure you, that I am as totally a ftrai -

ger to them as yourfelf or. any man in England. Hum-
phrey Gates, I am fure, mud know fifty times more of

the matter. I fee that the country is in one general (tate

of confufion, filled with devaluation and murder. I hear

every day of the Ruffians beating the Confederates \ but

as to what the Ruffians, what the Confederates, what

the body of the nation propofe, I am utterly ignorant^

though no more, I believe, than they are thermelvea*

The method of carrying on the war is equally gentle

with what our's was in North-America ; the Confede-

rates hang up all the Ruffians who fall into their hands,

and the Ruffians put to the fword the Confederates. The
Ruffian Cofiacks have an admirable fang froid in thefe

executions. The other day, at a place called Rava, for-

ty or fifty Confederates were condemned to the bayonet;;

but as they were tolerably drefTed, they were cJhliged to

(trip for the ceremony, the Coflacks chufing not to make
any hoLs in their cloaths. The fituation of the K
is really to be lamented, notwith(landing he wears a

crown. He is an honed, virtuous man, and a friend to

the rights of mankind. I wifh he could perfuade a prince

qf my acquaintance, who is taught (as far as he can be

taught
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taught any thing) to hate them, to exchange with him.
I know a nation that could fpare a whole family, mother,
and all to the Poles, and only take in exchange this one
man. I could fay many things on this fubjecl:, digna

Uteris nojlris> fed non committenda ejufmodi periculoy tit ant

intet-ire, aut aperiri, ant interdpi poffint.

I hope your kindnefs has not entailed any trouble up-
on you with refpecl: to my affairs.' I hope Mr. Ayrehas
been punctual in his payment. I wrote to him from
London, acquainting him with your powers. If you
fhall pafs by Mr. Hoares, I beg you will tell him, that I

wrote to him from Munich, requefting him to fend me,
if poffible, a letter of credit to Warfaw, and to give credit

to a Captain William Spey, for furveying my land in

St. John's. How does the hallowed Juliet ? It is in-

conceivable how deeply I am interefted for the fucoefs

and welfare of that girl. If fhe does not fucceed, let her

marry me, and fettle in America. My refpe£ts to Mrs.

Coleman, and that,

I am, moft fincerely,

Dear Coleman,
With the warmefl affection, &c.

C. LEE.

P. S. My love to Rice, that when he can find time

and matter I wifh he would write. What will give me
the greateft pleafure is to hear of his being married to

the widow Wales, or to any good party. He is the on-

ly fine gentleman I ever loved. Direct to me Chez le

Prince General de Podolia, Varfovia. Let your letters

be as long as poffible, and let them have in them as much
of Juliet as poffible.

Dear Madam, Warfaw, May 2d, 17^7

I SHOULD write to you with more eafe and pleafure,

had you not given me to underftand that you looked up-

on me as an able letter-writer. The ambition of coming,

up
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up to your expectations lays me under a conftraint which,

will inevitably make me fall fliort of every correfpondent.

To render myfelf tolerable, I mult endeavour to forget

your fex, your beauty ; but, above all, the high opinion

which you are pleafed to conceive of my talents in this,

article. That I may not run into compliment, that I

may diveft myfelf of awe and vanity : the firft you would
defpife as fulfome, and the fecond and laft would be

productive of referve and petulance.

Your underftanding and the care you have taken to>

cultivate it, cuts me off from fome of the moft fruitful

fubje&s to female correfpondents ; the drefs, intrigues,

and diverfions of the women in the feveral places we paf*

through : but, on the other hand, it affords me ample
liberty of pouring out my mind upon fubjeets which,

unfortunately for my own eafe, engrofs it entirely j the

dreadful fituation of all the honeft part of mankind, and
particularly of our own country. How miferably fallen

fhe is in the eyes of every ftate ! How funk are we (in a

fewmonths I mayfay) from the fummit ofglory, opulence,,

and ftrength, to the loweft degree of poverty, imbecility*

and contempt. Europe is aflonimed at the rapidity of

the change m

y high and low, men of every order, from,

the minifters of Itate to the political barbers, make it the

fubjedr. of their admiration. How can it happen, fay

they, that Great Britain, fo lately the miftrefs of the globe,

with America in one hand, Alia and Africa in another,

inftead of the glorious talk of giving laws and peace to-

nations, protecting the weak and injured, checking the

powerful andoppreiTive,mould employ her time in tramp-
ling, on the rights of her dependencies, and violating her

own facred laws, on which her fuperiority over her neigh-
bours is founded ? It was fome confolation, fay they*

for the generous few of the Romans who furvived the

liberties of their country, that it was a Julius Csefar, a

man with more than mortal talents, who was their fub-

verter : and the patriots ofEngland had fome mitigation

for their fpleen, that it was a Cromwell who had over-

reached them j but that ********** *##*##**
' S % fliould
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ihould be able to encompafs the enflaving of a fpirited na-
tion, whofe every law feems di&ated by Liberty herfelf,

is too much to bear. They compare the noble remon-
ftrances of the French parliaments againft the oppreffions
of their court, with the flavifh addrefles of ours. I muft
confefs, that inftead of fending for cooksand hair-dreffers

from that country, I have long wifhed that we were to

fupply ourfelves with members of Parliament. What it

will come to, I know not> but itis time fomething mould
be done, and I flatter myfelf it will : there is much fpirit

in the body of the people ; but I will endeavour to quit

this fubjecl: ; it makes me mad.
This country is the reverfe of ours ; they have an ho-

ned, patriot k g, but a vicious nation. If God de-
lights in feeing a virtuous man (as Seneca fuppofes he
does) ftruggling with adverfities, he has a charming
fpectacle in the king of Poland : and I hope God will in

the end, recompence the inftrument of his pleafure, by
extricating him out of his diftreffes ; nothing elfe can,

I am fure. You muft excufe me entering into a detail

of thefe difficulties, as this letter may poffibly fall into the

hands of the Confederates, and bepublifhedto the nation,

as feveral others, full as insignificant, have already been,

to the no fmall detriment of this good man's affairs. I

fha'll referve them for fome future letter, or our evenings
: chat in Queen Anne Street, or Langham.

Our ftation here, I mean thofe who are about the king's

perfon, is whimfical enough. We have few troops,

the bulk of thefe totally diiaffeeled, and the town is full

of (though not declared, far from being concealed) Con-
federates. We have frequent alarms, and the pleafure

t)f fleepingeverynight with our piftolson our pillows. I

at prefent only wait for an opportunity to join the Ruffian

army : this does not offer every day, as a ftrong efcort is

neceffary, the communications being filled with ' bandit-

ties of robbers, who are the offals of the Confederates. I

believe it will be but a ridiculous campaign, fomething

like that of Wilks and Talbot. The Ruffians can gain

nothing by beating their enemy, and the Turks are con-

foundedly afraid. I have

;
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I I have heard of Lady. S h's flight. I cannot % I

ever liked the match. It is impoffible to have the leafl

connection with Fox, either of a political or a private na-

ture, without fmarting for it : every thing he touches

becomes putrid and proflitute. I hope your brother will

have the grace to break this accurfed connection, which

has diverted fuch excellent parts from their true ufe, blaft-

cd all the hopes which his real friends and his country

had a right to entertain of him ; that he will fee, in its

proper colours, the odioufnefs of dependency and vena-

lity, particularly in a man of fortune -, and that he may,

by his future conduct, make an ample recompence to

the opulent country which has chofen him for their hi-

therto disappointment. I am convinced you will not

think what I am faying as too great a liberty with your

brother ; I am convinced your fentiments correfpoiid

with mine •, if I thought they did not, I folemnly declare,

were your beauty and underftanding greater than they are,

I would not write to you. I have no doubt of Mr. Blake's

doing his duty. He is not only well difpofed himfelf,

but in the hands of one who might transform a Macca-
roni into a Cato. He mud be the devil himfelf, whom a

young, beautiful, Englifh woman, with the fentiments

of a Spartan matron, cannot lead into the way of political

righteoufnefs. If women in general were like you, men
could not poffibly be fuch rafcals. I have long lamented

the accurfed prevailing notion, that women ought to have

defective educations. It was the moft cunning fiend in

hell who firft broached this doctrine ; which had it not

prevailed, the better part of the globe would not have

groaned in the wretched ftate of flavery we at prefent fee

it. For God's fake, Madam, have as many daughters as

poffible, and make them as much like yourfelf as poffible,

and fome defcendant of Catharine M cCauiey may attri-

bute the falvation of the ftate to your progeny.

I am, dear Madam, with the higheft efteem,

Yours, &c.
CHARLES LEE.

Mrs. M'Cauley.
Di;ar
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. Dear Louisa,
, Warfaw, May 4th, 1.7G7,.

"WHEN you firfl requested me to give you LeiTons in>

Englifh,...I efleemed myfeIf happy to demonftrate my gra-;

titude to Madam Kreithin for her fingular kindnefs to

me. I have been fo ufed to converfe with myfelf and a

few favourite books, that I never found it neeefiary to

attend the toilets of women, merely as the generality do,i

to fly from themfelves, and kill the time which they have I

no other means of employing. This was my original,

motive ; but on one orlwo converfations with my fcho-

lar I entertained a fort of ambition of adding fomething

to the means of enlightening {b excellent an underftand^

ing as I perceived her to be poffeffed of. A little know-
ledge of the Englifh language I conceived to- be one of

the means, as it- abounds with fo many excellent and in-

ftrudting books. For a few days my views were confi-

ned to this \ but, O Louifa ! you ought, you muft, have

feen this ambition giving place to another lefs tranquil

fentiment. "Why did not you check it in its birth, by

affecting to find difficulties in the tafk you had under-

taken ? Why did you not, on fome fuch humane pre-

text, remove me from your fide before the flame had
acquired fuch inextinguifhable fiercenefs ? This you

mould in charity have done, as you was determined tw

treat me as an enemy the moment I declared I loved.

Your refentment at my pretending to more than com-
mon friendfhip, is futile and vain, or, what is worfe, hy~

pocritical and deceitful. You know your own charms,

your own power too well. You have proved them with

an unhappy fuceefs on feveral, not to be confcious that

it is impoffible to fee you often, and to hear your voice,,

without being forced beyond the bounds of friendfhip.

But, to fpeak proudly, I do not fee why the declaration

of my paffion mould fo heniouily offend you. To in-

fpire you with an equal pailion for an object deftitute of

any kind of charm, would be ridiculous prefumption :

and were I furnifhed with every charm that could captU

vate womankind,.to entertain any hopes which m.i
;

Th^

sifeft ycur happinefs or reputation would be the. higheft

» villany j
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villany *, but as I am born of a reputable family, I hope

my character is rather a fair one ; and as my fortune is

fufficiently ample to make an honeft man independent

and an honeft woman content, I cannot fee the mighty
crime in wifhing to unite your fortune with mine. I

had flattered myfelf, that time and an unwearied attenti-

on to pleafe, would have fupplied in me what you might

find amifs in my perfonm the arts of conversation.

I am, dear Louifa, with much efteem,

Yours, &c.
CHARLES LEE,

To Louifa C— -.

My Dear Lord, Warfew, May 4th, 17^7.

I WROTE a fort of fcrap of a note to you by the

hands of Fawkner, and flattered myfelf that I mould have

found at this place a fcrap in return. I know your indo-

lence too well, to expe£r, a letter of a fheet of paper, and
do not expert, it ; but if you know how much pleafure

a fcrap figned by your hand, certifying your health, wel-

fare, and good fpirits, affords me, I am confident you

would from time to time mufter up refolution to write

me a few lines, three will, be fufficient, which I infift on,

as a tribute due to friendfhip, which on my fide I can af-

firm to be as pure and genuine as the fpawn of fuch a raf-

Cally planet as this is capable of •, and I have the ftrongeft

reafon to think it is not lefs fo on yours. I muft therefore

repeat it, that I expeel: a tribute of this fort every fifth

or fi^h pofL I have been in this happy capital five

weeks, waiting for an apportunity to join the Ruffian ar-

my, which does not oiler every day, for the communica-
tions are filled by a fet of gentlemen who are called Con-
federates, but why or wherefore they are pleafed to ftyle

themfelves Confederates, I cannot find out. They give

no reafons, they propofe no plan, but they rob, flrip,

and generally murder every body who fall into their

liando.

You
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You ufed to dine formerly with very knowing, wile

politicians, fuch as Hanfa, Stanley, and others, who are

acquainted with all the fchemes of all the nations, and

all the individuals in Europe ; I would requeft you to

£-ive me fome hints of what thefe worthies intend : You
will fcarcely believe me ferious, but I do allure you, that

I knew, before I left London, the ft ate of this country,

full as well, if not better than I do hereon the fpot. If

Gates is in the way, you will much oblige me, in pro-

curing his opinion. I have greater reafon every day to

congratulate my prudence in having left England ; I am
perfuaded, had I flayed, I mould have brought myfelf

into fome curfed fcrape *, even here, at fo great a diftance,

I am thrown into ftrange agitations of-pafiions on die

fight of every newfpaper. Heavenly God ! is it poilibie

we {hculd be 10 far funk ? to return folemn thanks

for a mariifeftly Corrupt diftipafion of fuch enormous

revenues, and an impudent demand on the public to

repair this diffipation, is pufhing fervility to its ultima-

tum. Thofe nations who have the leaft idea of liberty,

as the Auflrians and Ruffians,.laugh and hoot at us ;—
compare, fay they, the remonftrances of the French par-

liaments with the addrefles of yours, and then dare to

pride yourfelves in the fuperiority of Britifh fpirit over

their neighbours. It is impofhble to make the leaft re-

ply to thefe charges—I choak with grief and indignation.

When I attempt to allure them that the body of the na-

tion is ftill untainted, that they have dill fentiments of

freedom ; they anfwer, that fuch fentiments are of little

confequence, when courage is wanting to put them in

motion. Is not every of your moft boafted laws trampled

upon, or eluded ? 'Is pot perjury, defolation, and murder,

encouraged and rewarded with the national money ?

Are not your magiftrates, from the fole merit of being

declared enemies of the law, become factious partizans ?

Is not the choice of your people in their reprefentatives,

treated with contempt and annulled ? Are not your citi-

zens maftacred in the public ftreets, and in the arms of

their houfhold gods, by the military, and the military

thanked
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thanked for their frieiitilike alertnefs? If thefe things are

borne with by a people, who poflefs fentiments of liberty*

we have loft the meaning of words. Such, my dear

Lord, is the language of thefe people, and it is fortunate

for me, that they are ignorant of the ftate of our Ame-
rican politics. They can have no idea of our carrying

our abominations fo far, as to disfranchife three millions

©f people of all the rights of men, for the gratification

of the revenge of a blundering knavim Secretary, and a

fcoundrel Attorney-General, a Hillfborough, and a Bar-

nard. "Were they informed of thefe facts, their opinion

of us would be {till more mortifying. I had the other

day a conversation with the gentleman to whom you

gave the horfe •, he laments with great energy, the weak
and wicked conduct of our adminiftration, not only on

our own account, but on that of all Europe. He fays,

did they barely poffefs common fenfe, and common ho-

nefty, Great Britain muft have been the Emprefs of the

world; that me might have kept on the muzzles of the

dogs of war, which mull now inevitably be flipped off,

to the devastation of the greater part of the globe. He
defires his refpects to you, and thanks you again and

again for the horfe, which turns out nobly. I beg my
compliments to Lady Thanet, and was in hopes to have

heard that ihe had before this, produced you a fon.—

-

Adieu, my dear Lord, and write foon a few lines to one^

who fmcerely loves you.

a LEE.
Lord Thanet.

Most Gracious Sir, Kaminec, Auguft-Kftli, 1767.

>

AS an exprefs is this evening cifpatched by thegover-"

nor, I take the liberty of addreffing this fcribble to your
;

Majefty. As it is in Englifh, I am in hopes no bad coii-

fequences can arife, if it falls into the hands of the Con- !

federates. Your Majefty will have heard of our retreat

—

a -thoufand reafons will undoubtedly be given, and pro-
*

bably
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bably not one founded in juftice ; I mull, it is my duty,

to fpeak freely to your Majefty. The operations have

been miferabiy concluded ; they opened with a capital

defecl:—without a certainty of the ftate of the place,.

(Ghotzim) they were deftined to attack it *, they with

infinite fatigue and expence marched to the certain (in

idea,) reduction of it, without the poflible means of re-

ducing it. Chotzim is perhaps as fecure from afiault as

any fortrefs in the univerfe •, but muft inevitably be taken,

when attacked with the neceflary quantity of battering

artillery, in forty hours. The hopes of reducing it with

our pop-guns foon appeared vain; it was then feem-

ingly determined to blockade it, but the line of block-

ade was either broken in part, or totally taken away on

every alarm. When the blockade was formed, the grand

Vizier was expected with an hundred and fifty thoufand

men. If that number was formidable, they ought not

to have formed the blockade, but retired at once over

the Neifter, without haraffing, for no purpofe, their men
and their horfes. If it was not formidable, they ought

to have perfifted in the blockade. In fa£t, the Ruffian

army, I mean the infantry, brave as it is, was not fuf-

ficient in number to form a line compleat of circumval-

lation, againft fo numerous an enemy •, but neither the

marching without battering cannon, the blockading the

place without a refolution to perfift in it, nor any blun-

der committed, are fo liable to cenfure, as the neglecY

to attack them in their camp. If fuccefs in war can be

aflured, ours was certainly fo.

I am, with the higheft refpecl: and attachment,

Your Majefty's moft obedient and

humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE,
To _~•--.

My dear Davers, Dijon, Jan. 19th, 1768,

THOUGH I have been a long time in anfwering

your letter, I beg you will not conclude, that the pleafure

I received
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I received from it, is but fmall. Believe me, that every

frefh affurance of your friend(hip gives me unfpeakable

fatisfadfcion, though I have no need of frefh aiiurances to,

be convinced of it. The longer I live, my love for you

acquires greater force, perhaps from a cynical difpofition,

in comparing you with other men. I have long been

acquainted with your private virtues, and my opinion of

your political virtues is now confirmed. I am only con-

cerned at your having thoughts of quitting parliament. I

know your reafons, but cannot approve of them. You
think, that as you are not a fpeaker, as you have no turn

for bufmefs, your attendance will little avail ; that it can-

not contribute to Item the torrent of corruption and vil-

lany which, at prefent, bears down every thing before it.

It is this indolent or defpairing method of reafoning, of

many honed men, for I cannot help being perfuaded that

there are ftill many honeft men, that have reduced us to

this terrible fituation. You know that the God of the

Jews,who mould have been a judge of Jewifh.affairs, as he
interfered in them fo much, was of opinion that five

righteous men were fufneient to fave the rotten ftate.of

Gomorrah ; and I do not find that he meant they fhould

be all fpeakers. Beildes, the mafs of the people of Go-
morrah was all polluted,but the mafs of the Englifh peo-
ple certainly is not. I believe no people was ever pof-

feffed of more public virtue, which is manifeft from all

their proceedings. I beg, my dear friend, you will not in

defpair quit the deck and get under hatches—work at the

pump—hand a rope, doing any thing with good will and
firmnefs—encourage others to do the fame, and with fo

intrepid a pilot, as Sir George Saville, the veflel mayper-
haps work into harbour, notwithftanding the abomina-
ble treafon of the major part of the crew.

I am yours, &c,

Sir C. D avers.

C. LEE,

My
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My Lord, Philadelphia, O&'cber 2o,th', 177.},

THE noble part your Lordfhip has acted in oppoiing

all the diabolical meafures of our accurfed fhifrulersy has

encouraged me to addrefs thefe few lines to you. Men
who are embarked in the glorious caufe of liberty mould
wave all ceremony. I mall, therefore, neither trouble

you nor myfelfwith making apologias. Inclofed I fend

your Grace a copy of the different refolves^ of the con-

grefs (though it is probable you may have received them
before) their addrefs to the people of England, to the

people of Englifh America, to the people of Canada,

and to the King. They argue fo irrefiftibly, and they

breathe fo noble an ardor, that if there is the leaft under-

standing remaining in your ifland, and the leaft virtue la-

tent, the former mull be convinced, and the latter roufedi

to action. What could put it into our blockheads heads,!

that thefe people could be tricked out of their liberties
|

by their cunning, or bullied by any force which they

can fend over ? What devil of nonfenfe could mitigate}

any man of General Gage's underftanding to concur in

bringing about this delufion ? I have lately, my lord,

run through almoft the whole colonies, from the South

to the North. I have converfed with all ordei-s of men
from the firft eftated gentlemen to the poorer! planters,

and cannot exprefs my aftonifhment at the good fenfej

and general knowledge, which pervades the whole ; but
\

their elevated principles, their euthufiafm in the caufe of

freedom and their country, is (till more admirable.-

I think I fhould not be guilty of exaggeration in af-

ferting, that there are two hundred thoufand itrong bo-

died active yeomanry, ready to encounter all hazards and

dangers, ready to facrince all confederations rather than

furrender a title of the rights which they have derived

from God and their anceftors : But this is not all, they

ot like the yeomanry of other countries, unarmed

and unufeid ^o arms ; but they are all furnimed and all

: in the ufe. They want nothing but fome arrange-

ment, and this they are now bent on eitablifhing. Virgi-
j

ieJiland, and Carolina^ are forming corps :

J^affachufettifc



( 207 y

MaflUchuferts-Bay has long had a fufikient number hi-

I {trucked to become inftru&ive to the reft ; even this

.Quakering province is following the example. I was

prelent at
7
a review o£ fome of their companies at Provi-

dence in Rhode-Ifland, and really never law any thing

mere perfect ; in fliort, unlefs the banditti at Weftminfter

ipeedily undo every thing they have done, their royal

paymailer will hear of reviews and manoeuvres not quite

fo entertaining as thofe he is prefented with in Hyde
Park and Wimbledon Common.

I nviift now, my dear Lord, haften to the main pur-

pofe of this letter : As your Lordfhip is juftly confider-

I ed as one of the moil ftrenuous advocates, and patrons

of this country, and one of the mod active affertore of

the rights of mankind, I muft beg leave to propofe to

you, what, had you adverted to, I am perfuaded you

would have already adopted j it is to fet on foot a- fub-

fcription for a relief or an indemnification for the brave

iufrerers of Bofton. Thefe people's fufTerings and merit

.are fo tranfeendent, that men left animated with fenti-

ment and public fpirit than your Lordihip, would exert

themfelves in their cauie. A town confiding of thirty

thoufand people, perhaps of more eafe and affluent cir-

cumftanees than any other town of the world, reduced

at one ftroke to beggary and wretchednefs ; every indi-

vidual of them deprived of the means of fupplying them-
felves with a morfel of bread, but what is furniihed to

them by the precarious hand of charity ; to fee a whole
people ftruggling with the extreme of diftrefs, not only

magnanimouily, but cheerfully, rather than comply with
i

the willies of brutal tyrants, and thereby admit prece-

dents injurious to mankind and poflerity, is, I fay, a

ftrain of virtue almoft too bright for modern eyes to gaze
at ; and muft fill every breaft, not totally dead to fenti-

ment and feeling, with rage, indignation, horror, and
companion. But they went further ; they made a for-

mal oiler to the Congrefs, to abandon their town, with
their wives, children, aged, and infirm, throw themfelves

on the charity of the inhabitants of the country, or build

huts
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huts in the woods and neyer revifit their native walls,
until re-eftablifhed in the full poiTeiTion of their rights
and liberties. Your Lordfhip will fee the CongrefsV re-

foly'e'ori this head '. Thefe inftances, I am fure, render
unneceiTary any thing I could fay to incite a man of .your

Grace's ftamp to exertions in their favour, or, more pro-
perly, in favour and fupport of human virtue. I mould
be v:ry happy in receiving a couple of lines in anfwer

;

it muft be directed for me, at Richard Penn, Efq. at

Philadelphia.

I am, my Lord, your Grace's

true friend, admirer, and
> Humble fervant,

C. LEE.
To His Grace the Duke of——.

My dear Sir, Philadelphia, June 7th, 1775,

WE have had twenty different accounts of your ar-

rival at Bofton, which have been regularly contradicted

the next morning 5 but as I now find it certain that you
are arrived, I fhali not delay a fingle inftant addreffing

myfelf to you. It is a duty I owe to the friendfhip I have

long and fincerely profeiTed for you ; a friendfhip to

which you have the ftrongeft claims from the firft mo-
ment of our acquaintance. There is no man from whom
I have received fo many teftimonies of efteem and affec-

tion ; there is no man whofe efteem and affection could,

in my opinion, have done me greater honour. I intreat

and conjure you, therefore, my dear Sir, to impute thefe

lines, not to a petulant itch of fcribbling, but to the moll

unfeigned folicitude for the future tranquillity of your

mind, and for your reputation. I fincerely lament the

infatuation of the times, when men of fuch a ftamp as

Mr. Burgoyne and Mr. Howe can be feduced into fo im-

pious and nefarious a fervice by the artifice of a wicked

and infidious court and cabinent. You cannot but re-

collect their manoeuvres in your own feleft committee,

and
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and the treatment yourfelf as prefident received from

fhefe abandoned men. You cannot but recollect tnc

black bufmefs of St. Vincents, by an oppofition to which

I

you acquired the higheft and moft deferved honour. I

iliall not trouble you with my opinion of the right of

taxing America without her own confent, as I am afraid,

from what I have feen of your fpeeches, that you have

already formed your creed on this article ; but I will

boldly affirm, had this right been eftabliihed by a thou-

fand ftatutes, had America admitted it from time imme-
morial, it would be the duty of every good Englifhmau

to exert his utmoft to diveft parliament of this right, as

it mull inevitably work the fubverfion of the whole em-
pire. The malady under which the State labours, is in-

difputably derived from the inadequate reprefentation

of the fubject, and the vaft pecuniary influence of the

crown.

To add to this pecuniary influence and incompetency

•of reprefentation, is to infure and precipitate our deftruc-

. -tion. To wifli any addition, can fcarcely enter the heart

of a citizen who has the leaft fpark of public virtue, and
who is at the fame time capable of feeing confequences

the moll immediate. I appeal, Sir, to your own con-

science, to your experience and knowledge of our court

and parliament, and I requeil you to lay your hand upon
your heart, and then anfwer with your ufual integrity

and franknefs, whether, on the fuppofition America mould
be abje£l enough to fubmit to the terms impofed, you
think a fingle guinea raifed upon her would be applied

= .to the purpofe [as it is oflentatioufly held out to deceive

• the people at home] of eafing the mother country ? Or
• whether you are not convinced that the whole they could

.. extract, would be applied folely to keep up {till further

the enormous fund for corruption which the Crown al-

ready poflefles, and of which a moft diabolical ufe is

made. On thefe principles, I fay, Sir, every good Eng-
.liihman, abftra£ted of all regard for America, muft op-

,pofe her being taxed by the Britiih parliament ; for my
• own part, I am convinced that no argument (not totally

Eft* T 2 abhorrent
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abhorrent from the fpirit of liberty, and the Britilh con-
ftitution) can be produced in fupport of this right. But
it would be impertinent to trouble you upon a fubjeffc

which has been fo amply, and, in my opinion, fo fully

difcufled. I find by a fpeech given as yours in the pub-
lic papers, that it was by the King's pofitive command
you embarked in this fervice. I am fomewhat pleafed

that it is not an office of your own feeking, though, at

the fame time, I mud confefs, that it is very alarming

to every virtuous citizen, when he fees men of fenfe and

integrity (becaufe of a certain profeffion) lay it down as

a rule implicitly to obey the mandates of a court, be they

ever fo flagitious. It furnifhes, in my opinion, the beft

argument for the total reduction of the army. But I am
running into a tedious efTay, whereas I ought to confine

myfelf to the main defign and purpofe of this letter,

which is to guard you and your colleagues from thofe

prejudices which the fame mifcreants, who have infatu-

ated General Gage, and flill furroundhim, will labour

to inflil into you againfl a brave, loyal, and mod deferv-

ing people. The avenues of truth will be fhut up to

you. I affert, Sir, that even General Gage will deceive

you, as he has deceived himfelf ; I do not fay he will do

it designedly -

y I do not think him capable : But his mind

is fo totally poifoned, and his underftanding fo totally

blinded by the fociety of fools and knaves, that he no

longer is capable of difcerning facets as manifelt as noon-

day fun. I alfert, Sir, that his letters to the miniftry,

(at leaft, fuch as the public have feen) are one continued

tiffue of mifreprefentation, injuftice, and tortured infer-

ences from miftated facts. I affirm, Sir, that he has ta-

ken no pains to inform himfelf of the truth ; that he has

never converfed with a man who has had the courage or

honefly to tell him the truth. I am appreheniive that

you and your colleagues may fall into the fame trap, and

it is the apprehenfion that you may be ineonfklerately'

hurried by the vigour and activity you pofTefs into mea-

fures which may be fatal to many innocent individuals,

may hereafter wound your own feelings, and which can-

not
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not poflibly ierve the caufe of thofe who.fent you, that

has prompted me to addrefs thefe lines to you. I mod
devoutly wi(h, that your induftry, valour and military

talents, may be referved for a more honourable and vir-

tuous fervice, againft the natural enemies of your coun-

try (to whom our Court are fo bafely complacent) and

not be wafted in ineffectual attempts to reduce to the

wretchedeft ftate of fervirude, the moil meritorious part

cf your .fellow fubje£ts. I fay, Sir, that any attempts to

accomplish, this purpofe mull be ineffectual. You can-

not poflibly fucceed. No man is better acquainted with

the ftate of this continent than myfelf. I have ran thro*

almoft the whole colonies from the North to the South,

and from the South to the North. I have converted with

all orders of men, from the firft eilated gentlemen, to the

Joweft planter and farmers, and can amire you that the

fame fpirit animates the whole. Not lefs than one hun-
dred and fifty thoufand gentlemen, yeomen, and farmers,

are now in arms, determined to preferve their liberties

or perifh. As to the idea that the Americans are defi-

cient in courage, it is too ridiculous and glaringly falfe

to deferve a ferious refutation. I never could conceive

upon what this notion was founded. I ferved feveral

campaigns in America the laft war, and cannot recollect

a fmgle inftance of ill behaviour in the provincials,

where the regulars acquitted themfelves well. Indeed
we well remember fome inftances of the reverfe, parti-

cularly where the late Colonel Grant (he who lately

pledged himfelf for the general cowardice of America)
ran away with a large body of his own regiment, and
was faved from deftru&ion, by the valour of a few Vir-
ginians. Such prepofterous arguments are only proper

for the Rigbys and Sandwichs, from whofe mouths ne-
ver iffued, and to whofe breaft, truth and decency are

utter ftrangers. You v/ill much oblige me in communi-
cating this letter to General Howe, to whom I could

wifh it fhould be confidered in fomemeafure addreiled ;

as well as to yourfelf. Mr. Howe is a man for whom I

have ever had the higheft love and reverence. I have

honoured
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honoured him for his own connexions, but above all>

for his admirable talents and good qualities. I have court-

ed his acquaintance and friend fhip, not only as a plea-

sure, but as an ornament ; I flattered myfelf that I had
obtained h. Gracious God 1 is it pofiible that Mr. Howe
ihould be prevailed upon to accept fuch an office ! that

the brother of him, to whofe memory the much injured

people of Bofton erected a monument, fhould be em-
ployed as one of the inftruments of their deftrudlion !

But the fafhion of the times it feems is fuch, as renders

it impoffible that he fhould avoid it. The commands of

our moil gracious fovereign, are to cancel all moral ob-

ligations, to fandlify every acliion, even thofe that the

fatrap of an Eaftern defpot would ftart at. I fliall now
beg leave to fay a few words with refpeCt to myfelf and

the part I act. I was bred up from my infancy in the

higheft veneration for the liberties of mankind in general.

What I have feen of Courts and princes, convinces me
that power cannot be lodged in worfe hands than in

theirs ; and of all courts I am perfuaded that ours is the

moil corrupt and hoftile to the rights of humanity. I

amconvinced, that a regular plan has been laid, indeed

every acl: fmce the prefent acceffion evinces it, to abolilli

even the fhadow of liberty from amongft us. It was not

the demolition of the tea, it was not any other particular

ac~l of the Boftonians, or of the other provinces, which
conftituted their crimes ; but it is the noble fpirit of liber-

ty, manifeftly pervading the whole continent, which has

rendered them the objects of minifterial and royal venge-

ance. Had they been notorioufly of another difpofition,

had they been homines adfervitudinemparatos, they might

have made as free with the property of the Eaft-India

Company as the felonious North himfelf, with impunity.

But the lords of St. James-'s and their mercenaries of St.

Stephen's well know, that as long as the free fpirit of this

great continent remains unfubdued, the progrefs they can

make in their fcheme of univerfal defpotifm, will be but

trifling. Hence it is, that they wage inexpiable war againft

America. In fhort, this is the laft affylnrn of perfecuted

liberty.
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liberty. Here fhould the machinations and fury of her

enemies prevail, that bright Goddefs muft fly offfrom the

face of the earth, and leave not a trace behind. Thefe, Sir,

are my principles 3 this is my perfuafion, and consequent-

ly I am determined to act. I have now, Sir, only to en-

treat, that whatever meafures you purfue, whether thofe

which your real friends (myfelf amongft them) would
wifh, or unfortunately thofe which our accurfed mifruhrs

(hall dictate, you will ftill believe me to be personally,

with the greateft fincerity and affection,

Yours, &c.

C. LEE,
Gen. Burgoyne.

Dear Sir,

WHEN we were laft together in fervice I fhould not

have thought it within the viciffitude of human affairs,

that We mould meet at any time, or in any fenfe as foes :

the letter you have honoured me with, and my own
feelings combine to prove we are far from being perfo-

nally fuch.

I claim no merit from the attentions you fo kindly

remember, but as they manifeft how much it was my
pride to be known for your friend : Nor have I departed

from the duties of that character, when I will not fcruple

to fay, it has been almofl a general offence to maintain

it : I mean fmce the violent part you have taken in the

commotions of the colonies. It would exceed the limits

and propriety of our prefent correfpondence to argue at

full, the great caufe in which we are engaged. But, anx-

ious to preferve a confident and ingenuous character,

and jealous, I confefs, of having the part I fuftain imput-
ed to fuch motives as you intimate, I will ftate to you as

concilely as I can, the principles upon which, not volun-

tarily, but molt confcientioufly, I undertook it.

I have, like you, entertained from my infancy, a vene-

ration for public liberty. I have likewife regarded the

Britifh
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to be found in the hiftory of mankind. The vital prin-

ciple of the conflitution, in which it moves and has its

being, is the fupremacyof the King in Parliament, a

compound, indefinite, indefeafable power, co-eval with
the origin of the empire, and co-extenuve over all its

parts : I am no itranger to the doctrines of Mr. Locke
and other of the beil advocates for the rights of mankind,
upon the compact always implied between the govern-

ing and governed, and the right of refinance in the

latter, when the compact {hall be fo violated as to leave

no other means of redrefs. I look with reverence almoft

amounting to idolatry, upon thofe immortal men who
adopted and applied fuch doclrine, during part of the

reign of Charles the Firft, and that of James the Second.

tShould corruption pervade the three eftates of the realm,

fo as to prevent the great ends of their inftitution, and
make the power veiled in them for the good of the

whole people operate like an abufe upon the prerogative

of the Crown to general oppremon, I am ready to. ac-

knowledge, that the fame doctrine of refiftance applies

as forceabiy againft the abufes of the collective body of

power, as againft thofe of the Crown, or either of the

component branches feparately : ftill always underftood

thatno other means of redrefs can be obtained. A cafe,

I contend, much more difficult to fuppofe when it relates

to the whole, than when it relates to parts. But in all

cafes that have exifted, or can be conceived, I hold, that

refiftance, to be justifiable, mud be directed againft the

ufurpation or undue exercife of power, and that it is

moil criminal, when directed againit any power itfelf in-

herent in the conflitution.

And here you will difcern immediately why I drew a

line in the aiiufion I made above to the reign of Charles

the Firft. Towards the clofe of it the true principle of

rehftance was changed, and a new- fyftem of government

projected accordingly. The patriots, previous to the

long parliament, and during great part of it, as well as

the glorious Revolutionifls of 1 68 i, refilled to vindicate

and
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and redore the conditution ; the republicans refilled, to

fubvert it.

Now, Sir, lay your hand upon your heart, as you have

enjoined me to do on mine, and tell me, to which of

theie purpofes do the proceedings of America tend ? Is

it the weight of taxes impofed and the pofhbility of re-

lief after due reprefentation of her burthens, that has in-

duced her to take up arms ? Or is it a denial of the

legiflative right of Great Britain, to impofe them, and

eoiifequently a druggie for total independency? For this

idea of a power that can tax externally and not internally,

and all the lophidry that attends it, though it may catch

the weaknefs -and prejudices of the multitude in a fpeech

or a.parriphlet, is too prepoderous to weigh ferioufly with

a man of your underftanding, and I am perfuaded you

w-iil admit the queftion fairly put.

Is it then for a relief from taxes ? or from the controul

of parliament " in all cafes whatfoever," that we are in

war ? If, for the former, the quarrel is at an end. There

is not a man of fenfe and information in America, who
does not fee it is in the power of the colonies to obtain a

relinquifhment of the exercife of taxation immediately

and for ever. I boldly aflert it, becaufe fenfe and infor-

mation mud alfo fugged to every man, that it can never

be the intered of Britain to make a fecond trial.

But if the other ground is taken, and it is intended to

wred from Great Britain a link of that fubdantial, and, I

hope, perpetual chain, by which the empire holds, think it

not a miniiierial mandate ; think it not a mere profeflion-

al ardour; think it not prejudice againd any part of our

fellow fubje£ts, that induces men of integrity, and among
fuch you have done me the honour to clafs me, to aft with

vigour. But be allured it is conviction, that the whole

of our political fyitem depends upon preferring entire

its great and efiential parts •, and none is fo great and et-

fential as the fupremacy of legiflation. It is conviction,

that as the king of England never appears in fa glorious

a canacity as when he employs the executive {30 ti ei i »f the

Jtate to maintain the laws, fo, in the prefect exertion of

that
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that power, his Majefty is particulai'ly entitled to our

zeal and grateful obedience, not only as foldiers, but as

citizens.

Thefe principles, depend upon it, actuate the army

and fleet throughout : and let me at the "fame time add,

there are few, if any, gentlemen among us who would

have drawn his fword in the caufe of flavery. But why
do I confine myfelf to the fleet and army ? I affirm, the

fentiments I here touch, to be thofe of the great bulk of

the nation. I appeal even to thofe trading towns which

are fufFerers by the difpute, and the city of London at the

head of them, notwithstanding the petitions and remon-

itrances that the arts of parties and factions have extort-

ed from forne individuals ; and laft, becaufe, leaft in your

favour, I appeal to the majorities of the laft year upon
American queftkms in parliament. The moft licentious

news-writer wants aflurance to call thefe majorities mi-

nifterial ; much lefs will you, when you impartially ex-<

amine the characters of which they were in a great de-

gree compofed ; men of the moft independent principles

and fortunes, and many of them profefledly in oppofition

in their general line of conduct.

Among other fupporters of Britilh rights againft Ame-
rican claims, I will riot fpeak pofitively, but, I firmly be^

lieve, I may name the men of whofe integrity and judg-

ment you have the higheft opinion, and whofe friendihip

is neareft your heart ; I mean Lord Thanet, from whom
my aid de camp has a letter for you, with another from

SirC. Davers. I do not inclofe them, becaufe the wrU
ters [little imagining how difficult your conduct would

render our intercourfe] defired they might be delivered

into your hands.

For this purpofe, as well as to renew " the rights of

our feliowfhip," I wiili to fee you ; and, above all, I

fhould think an interview happy if it induced fuch expla-

nations as might tend,- in their confequences, to peace. I

feel, in common with all around me, for the unhappy

deluded bulk of this country : they forefee not the dif-

trefs that is impending. I know Great Britain is ready

to
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to open her arms upon the firft reafonable overtures of-

t accommodation : I know me is equally refelute to main-

I tain her original right *, and I alfo know, that if the war'

jj

proceeds, your hundred and fifty thoufand men wilt

| be no match for her power. I put my honour to thefe.

aflertions as. you have done to others j and I claim the

Credit I am willing to give.

j The place I would propofe for our meeting, is the

houfe on Bofton Neck,juft within our advanced ientries,

called Brown's Houfe ; I will obtain authority to give

you my parole of honour for your fecure return. I mail-

expert the fame on your part, that no infult be offered"

me. If the propofal is agreeable to you, name your day

and hour : and at all events, accept a fincere return

§f the aflurances you honour me with, and believe me,
Afrectionately Your's,

J.BURGOYNE.

P. S. I have been prevented, by buunefs, anfwering

your letter fooner. I obeyed your commands in regard

to General Howe and Clinton ; and I likewife commu-
nicated to Lord Percy the contents of your letter andmy
anfwer. They all join with me in compliments, and

authorife me to allure you they cio the fame in princi-

ples.

Cambridge, Head-Quarters, julyjMb, 1/75.-

GENERAL LEE'S compliments to General Bur-
goyne : would be extremely happy in the interview he
fo kindly propofed ; but as he perceives, that General
Burgoye has already made up his mind on this great

fubject, and t!;at it is impoflible that he (General Lee)
fhouid ever alter his opinion, he is apprehenfive that the

interview might create thole jeaiHtnes and fufpicionsfo

natural to a people ftruggling in the deareil of ail caufes,

that of their liberty, property, wives, children, and their

future generations. He muft, therefore, defer the hap-
piriefs of embracing a man whom he moft fmcerely loves,

U until
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until the fubverfion of the prefent tyrannical miniftry and
fyftem, which he is perfuaded muft.be in a few months,
«is he knows Great Britain cannot ftand the conteft. He
begs General Eurgoyne will fend the letters which his

aid de camp has for him. If Gardiner is his aid de .camp*
he defires his love to him.

Dear Sir, Camp, on Profped-hill, Dec. ift, 1775.

AS I am juft informed you are ready to embark for

England, I cannot refrain from once more trefpamng on
your patience. An opportunity is now prefented of im-

mortalizing yourfelf as the faviour of your country. The
whole Britifh empire (lands totteririg^on the brink of ru-

in, and you have it in your power to prevent the fatal

cataftrophe *, but it will admit of no delay. For Heaven's

fake avail yourfelf of the precious moment : put an end
to the delufion : exert the voice of a brave, virtuous ci-

tizen •, and tell the people at home, that they muft im-

mediately refcind all their impolitic, iniquitous, tyranni*

cal, murderous acts *, that they muft overturn the whole
frantic fyftem, or that they are undone. You alk me,
in your letter, if it is independence at which the Ameri-
cans aim ? I anfwer, no ; the idea never entered a (ingle

American's head, until the mod intolerable oppreffion

forced it upon them. All they required was, to remain

rnafters of their own property, and be governed by the

fame equitable laws which they had enjoyed from the firft

formation of the Colonies, The ties of connection which

bound them to their parent country, were fo dear to

them, that he who would have ventured to touch them,

would have been confidered as the moil impious of mor-

tals ; but thefe facred ties, the fame men, who have vi-

olated or banied the mod precious laws and rights of the

people at home, dimpated, or refufed to account for their

treafures, tafnifhed the glory, and annihilated the im-

portance cf the nation : thefe facred ties, I fay, (o dear

10 every American, Bute and his Tory administration,

are now rending afunder.

You
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You all, whether it is the weight of taxes of which
they complain ? I anfwer, no : It is the principle they

combat, and they would be guilty in the eyes of God
and men, of the prefent world, and all posterity, did they

.not reject it ; for if it were admitted, they would have

nothing that they could call their own ; they would be la

a worfe condition than the wretched ilaves in the Weil-
India iilands, whofe little, peculium has ever been elteem-

cd inviolate. But, wherefore ihould I dwell on this ? Is

not the cafe with Ireland the fame with theirs ? They
are fubordinate to the Britifh empire ;. they are fubordi-

nate to the Parliament of Great Britain, but they tax

themfelves. Why, as the cafe is fimilar, do you not begin

w-ith them I But you know, Mr. Burgoyne, audacious as

the miniftry are, they dare not attempt it. There is one
-part of yourletter which, I confefs, I do not underftand.

If I recollect right, [for I, unfortunately, have not the

letter by me,] you fay, that if the privilege of taxing

themfelves is what the Americans claim, the eontefl is at

an end. You furely cannot allude to the proportions of

North. It is impoflible that you ihould not think, with
me and all mankind, that thefe propofitions are no more
or lefs than adding, to a moll abominable oppreilion, a

more abominable infult. But, to recur to the queflioii

of Americans aiming at independence : Do any inftruc-

tions of any one of the provinces to their reprefentatives,

or delegates, furniih the lead ground for this fufpicion ?

On the contrary, do they not all breathe the ftrongeft at-

tachment and filial piety to their parent country ? But if

me difcards all the natural tendernefs of a mother, and
acts the part of a cruel ftep-dame, it mull naturally be
expected that their affections will ceafe *, the miniftry

leave them no alternative, aut ferviri> aut alienari jubent ;

it is in human nature ; it is a moral obligation to adopt

the latter. But the fatal feparation has not yet taken place,

and yourfelf, your fingle felf, my friend, may, perhaps,

prevent it. Upon the miniftry, I am afraid, you can
make no impreilion ; for, to repeat a hackneyed quotation,

They
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They are in blood
Stepp'ct in fo far, that, mould they wade no more,
To return would he as tedious as go o'er.

But, if y6u will at once break off all connections with

thefe pernicious men ; if you will wave all confideratioiij

but the falvation of your country, Great Britain may
itand as much indebted to General Burgoyne, as Rome
was to her Camillus. Do not, I entreat you, my dear

Sir, think this the mad rhapfody of an enthufiaft, nor the

cant of a factious defigning man ; for, in thefe colours,

I am told, I am frequently painted. I fwear by all that's

lacre.d, as I hope for comfort and honour in this world,

and to avoid mifery in the next, that I moft earneftly and

devoutly love my native country ; that I wiih the fame

happy relation to fubfiil for ages betwixt her and her chil-

dren, which has railed the wide arch of her empire to fo

ilupendous 2.nd enviable a height ; but at the fame time

I avow, that if the parliament and people fhouid be de-

praved enough to fupport any longer the prefent mini-

itry in their infernal fcheme, my zeal and reverence for

the rights of humanity are fo much- greater than my
fondnefs for any particular fpot, even the place of my
nativity, that, had I any influence in the councils of Ame-
rica, I would advife not to hefitate a fingle inftant, but

decifively to cut the Gordian knot, now befmeared with

civil blood.

This, I know, is ftrong emphatic language, and might

pafs, with men who are ftrangers to the flame which

the love of liberty is capable of lighting up in the human
breaft, for a proof of my infanity ; but you, Sir, unlefs I

have mi(taken you from the beginning, will conceive*

that a man in his fober fenfes, may poflefs fuch feelings.

In my fober fenfes, therefore, permit me once more molt

earneilly to entreat and conjure you to exert your whole

force, energy, and talents to flop the miniftry in this

their headlong career. If you labour in vain (as, I

mui> repeat, I think will be the cafe) addrefs yourfelf to

the people at large. By adopting this method, I am fo

fang nine, as to afiure myfelf of your fuccefs •, and your

public
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public character will be as illuftrious as your perfonal

qualities are amiable to all who intimately know you. By
your means the coloniftswill long continue, the farmers,

planters, and fhipwrights of Great Britain ; but if the

prefent courfe is perfifted in, an internal divorce mud
inevitably take place. As to the idea of fubduing them
into fervitude, and indemnifying yourfelves for the ex-

pence, you mufl be convinced long before this of its ab-

surdity.

I mould not, perhaps, be extravagant, if I advanced,

that all the fhips of the world would be too few to tranf-

port force fumcient to conquer three millions of people,

unanimoufly determined to facrifice every thing to liberty;

but, if it were poffible, the victory would not be lefs ru-

inous than the defeat. • You would only deftroy your

own ftrength. No revenue can poflibly be exacted out

of this country. The army of place-men might be ' en-

creafed, but her circuitous commerce, founded on per-

fect, freedom, which alone can furnifh riches to the me-
tropolis, would fall to the ground. But the dignity of

Great Britain, it feems, is at flake. Would you, Sir, if

in the heat of paflion you had (truck a fmgle drummer
of your regiment, and afterwards discovered that you
had done it unjuftly, think it any forfeiture of your dig-

nity to acknowledge thewrong ? No : I am well acquaint-

ed with your difpofition, you would alk him pardon at

the head of your regiment.

I fhall now conclude (if you will excufe the pedantry)

with a fentence of Latin : Juftum eft bellum quibus necef-

fariuiriy et pla anna quibus nullay nifi in armis^ relinquitur

/pes. I moll fmcerely wifh you a quick and profperous

voyage, and that your happinefs and glory may be equal

to the idea I have of your merits, as,

I am, with the greateft truth and affection,

Yours,

CHARLES LEE.
Major Gen. Burgoyne.

U 2
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' IN my letter, lately fent into Bofton, all political dii-

quifition was defigned'ly avoidecL I did not avail rnyfelf

ot the advantages Which the facred caufe of my country,
of liberty, and of human nature, manifestly gave me over
Mr. Gage. I remonftrated with you in decent terms*
with refpecf to the hard and unworthy treatment fhewn,
as I have been informed, to the foldiers and citizens of

America, whom the fortune of war, chance, or an er-

roneous opinion of your honour, had thrown into your
hands. In anfwerto this remon(trance, we are infulted

with the moil outrageous language, and abufive epithets.

Were we, Sir, the worft of traitors ; had we confpired

to fubvert the liberties of our fellow fubjetfs; had we
confpired to re-eftablifh on the throne the' expelled ty-

rants of the Stuart houfe ; or, could we be charged with
any notorious breach of faith ; had we, for inltance, fe-

duced fome part of the troops under your command,
upon certain conditions, into a furrender of their arms,

and afterwards violated our engagement, the ftyle which
you aflume would fcarcely be juftifiable.

You affect, Sir, to defpife all rank not derived from
the fame fource with your own ; to fpeak, as I think^

with becoming pride, it is impoffible to conceive a more

.
honourable fource than that to which I owe my prefent

ftation. I was called to it by the voice of the freely cho-

fen delegates of a virtuous and micorrupt people. Yours,

for aught I know, and, as I am told, is frequently the

cafe, might have been obtained by connections with fome
-proftitute part of a proftitute Houfe of Commons.

You threaten us, Sir, with a cord : Begin, Sir ; I dare

you to it. Although my nature fhudders at the thought,

neceffity will force us to retaliate j and we have it in our

power, Mr, Gage, to make a ten-fold retaliation.

You have the confidence to appeal to that Almighty

God whofe every law you have violated. Let that Al-

mighty God, to whom the rights and happinefs of his

creatures cannot be indifferent, judge then between us.

When the great and tremendous day fhall arrive ; when
* *

all
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all mortals are to render a firic~t, account, which, do you
apprehend, Sir, will have the greatelt reafon to tremble ?

The virtuous citizen, now forced to arms by the hands

of tyranny ; in arms not to rob, fpojl, and invade ; not

as mercenary inftruments to gratify the luft, ambition,

avarice, or revenge of fceptered robbers or wicked mi-

nifters, but to defend their wives, children-- and houfe-

hold goods, and to deliver down to their pofterity the

bright inheritance of freedom they received from their

fore-fathers : whic^, I once more demand, fhall, on that

dreadful day, have the grcateft reafon to tremble ? The
citizens engaged in this righteous caufe, or thofe men,
who by artifice, mifreprefentation, and falfehood, have

not only flamed this fair continent with the blood of her

children, but fhaken the mighty empire of Britain to her

foundation.

I fhall now, Sir, clofe my correfpondencewith you, per-

"haps forever, afiuring you, that the intelligence you have

,
received, with refpeel: to the harm treatment of the prison-

ers in our poffenion, is as remote from faclyas that which
you have conflantly tranfmitted to the miniflry, when
ipeaking of the principles and defigns of America. Not
only the officers and foldiers have been treated with the

•tendernefs due to fellow-citizens and brethren, but even

thofe execrable parricides, born amongfl us, who have

aimed their daggers at the vitals of their parent, have

been protected from the fury of a mod jultly enraged

people.

I fhall now, Sir, only add, that for the future, what-
ever mode of condu£t you mail think proper to obferve

towards thofe of our people who are in your cuflody,

fuch exactly are the minifberialitts to expect in return,

I am, Sir

Your moll obedient,

Humble feryant,

C. LEE,
Gen. Gage.

Dear
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Dear Sir, Cambridge, 177c,

I LITTLE thought the time could ever arrive when
I mould not run with "eagernefs to embrace Mr. Gage.
Whether it is from a cynical difpofition, or a laudable

mifan.thropy^
;
whether it is to my credit or difcredit, I

know not ; but it is moil certain, that I have had a real

affection for very few men ; but that thefe few I have,

loved with warmth, zeal, and ardour. You, Sir, amongfi
thefe, few, I fwear by , all that is facred, have ever held

one of the foremoft places. I.refpecled your underftand-

ing, liked your manners, and perfectly adored the quali-

ties of your heart. . Thefe, Sir, are my reafons, paradox-

ical as they may appear to many, that I now avoid what
I heretofore mould have thought an happinefs. Were
you perfonally indifferent to me, I mould, perhaps, from
curiolity, appear in the circle of your levee ; but I hold

in fuch abhorrence the conduct, temper, and fpirit of

our prefent court *, . more particularly their prefent dia-

bolical meafures with refpeel; to this country fills me
with fo much horror and indignation, that I cannot bear

to fee a man, from whom my affections can never be

: weaned, in the capacity of one of their inftruments •, as

. I am convinced that the court of Tiberius, or Philip the

Second, were no more treacherous and hoftile to the

rights of mankind than the prefent court of Great Bri-

tain. I cannot help thinking it one of the greateft curfes

fallen on mankind, that they mould be endued with fuf-

ficient art to feduce or delude men of the bed hearts and

heads. My Lord Chatham himfelf was for a time their

dupe ; and poor York was entrapped for his deftru£tion.

I believe, Sir, I know the tricks and infidioufnefs of the

Cabinet better than you do. I have no doubt, but they

were hard fet to work upon you. . May God Almighty

extricate you, v/ith honour and fafety, from their clutch-

es ! I know not, whether the people of America will be

fuccefsful in their draggles for liberty •, I think it moft

probable they will, from what I have feen in my progrefs

through the colonies. So noble a fpirit pervades all or-

ders of men, from the firft eflated gentlemen to the low-

ed
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eft planters, that I think they mud be victorious. I meft

devoutly wifh they may ; for if the machinations of their

jenemies prevail, the bright goddefs, Liberty, muit, like

her fifter Aftraea, utterly abandon the earth, and leave

not a wreck behind. She has, by a damned confpiracy

of kings and minifters, been totally driven from the other

hemifphere. Here is her laft afylum j here I hope fhe

may fix her abode.

I have now, Sir, only to entreat, that as knaves and

fools will probably, from defign and mifunderftanding,

exaggerate, disfigure, and diflort what I do, and what I

fay, you will be upon your guard, particularly when it

relates to yourfelf. Though it is difficult to feparate the

man from the office, fhould it be reported that I ever

fpeak of you in terms of difrefpecr, I entreat, that you
•wiil flight the report. I am not capable of it. A per-

fonal friendfhip for Mr. Gage has taken too deep root

in my breafl ; though, were you my brother, twinned

at a birth, I mufl wifh to defeat the purpofes of thofe

by whofe inftructions Governor Gage mull act.

As to North, my opinion of him is this, [and I have

known him a long time] that did he hear of a fmgle free-

man in the remotefl part of the world, he would willing-

ly put his country to the expqnce of furnifhing forth an

army and fleet for the fole pleafure of deilroying that

fmgle freeman. I know, Sir, you will do me the juflice

to believe that I am not acting a part ; that no affectation

has place in my conduct. You have known me lon^

enough, I flatter myfelf, to be perfuaded, that zeal for

the liberties of my country and the rights of mankind,
•has been my predominant paffion. May God Almighty
blefs you, Sir, and, with -honour to ycu, diffolve the fpell

which has charmed you into a fituation fo incompatible

with the excellence of your natural difpofition. Excufe

the length, and, if it appears to you, the impertinence,

,of this epiftle, and believe me,
"With great efleem,

Your's,

CHARLES LEE.
Gen. Gage. My
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My »sar Phipps,

I HAVE not for a long time read any performance
with fo much pleafure, as the paragraph in the public pa-

pers announcing your fafe return. I congratulate your
country, your friends, and particularly myfelf, on this

happy event. As I moft uncerely love and honour you,
I mould have been pieafed, in common with all mankind,
had your hopes and expectations been anfwered in their

full extent; but, as your individual friend/ I-am com-
pletely fatisfied ; for the attempt is fufficient to immor-
talize you. A young man of your rank and affluent cir-

cumftances, giving up his eafe, pleafure, and connexions,
to encounter mountains, and even to rilk the taking up
his refidence in the thrilling regions of thick Ribbedia,

for the public benefit, would have appeared heroic in

any age or nation ; but the inglorious infipid character

of the prefent age heightens the Iuitre of the enterprize.

Once more, my dear Phipps, I congratulate you and
all your friends on your fafe return ; and the honour
which i? your due*, and which ifnot paid you at home,
'come to this country, where your praifes are fung daily

j

bat your political parliamentary cond'uft has the larger!

{hare of their panegyrick. Their opinion of your inte-

grity, talents, and confiltency, is very high ; and I hope
you will believe that I do not labour to weaken it. By
all that is facred, thefe are a fine people, liberal, en-

lightened, fenfible and firm. Your Mansfields and Norths
may play over their wretched tricks, have recourfe to

their paltry finenes, may blufter and bellow, but they

will never be able to trick or frighten thefe men out "of

their liberties. They are too acute and vigilant for the

former to avail, and much too ftrong for the latter.

Twelve thoufand frefh colonifts, half Germans, half Irifh,

were imported this year into Philadelphia alone, and not

a much lefs number into the colonies of Virginia and
New-York. The banks of Hudfon's-River, of the Mo-
hawk, Sufquehannah, Juniatta, and the Ohio, from the

Monongahela downwards thirty miles, which at the peace

were totally a defert, are become one continued chain

of
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of villages. Four large military townfliips are immedi-
ately to be eftablilhed on the MifTiihpi. I leave to judge,

whether it will be eafy to dragoon fo numerous a people

for any length of time. Ships of war, it is true, may in-

fnlt, and put to inconvenience fome of their capital ports ;

but thefe teafings and infults will only ferve to fhew trie

abfurdity of your minifter's policy in a more ftriking

light, by giving a unanimity to thefe people equal to

their effectuaHtrength, when they may Xet at. defiance

the machinations, not only of an earthly, but of the in-

fernal petentate himfelf and his ministry. Egregious

blockheads ! their folly encreafes every day ; no fooner

are they out of one bad fcrape, but they get into a worfe.

This bleffed tea project meets with a refinance full as

vigorous, though more regular and temperate than the

ftamp act. The colonifts, one and all, have entered in-

to the moft folemn obligations to fend it back to its ex-,

porters, and continue furnifhing themfelves from the

Dutch ; fo that by the ingenuity of our miniilry, fmug-
gling is rendered an

Catera defunt.

Sir, Stamford, Jan. 22d, 1776.

AS General Waihington has informed the Con.gr efs.

of his motives for detaching me, it is needlefs to trouble

you upon the fubject ; I am therefore only to inform

.

you, that I have collected a body of about twelve hundred
men from the colony of Connecticut, whole zeal and
ardour, demonftrated on this occafion, cannot be fufnei-

ently praifed. With this body I am marching directly

to New-York, to execute the different purpofes for

which I am detached. I am fenfible, Sir, that nothing

can carry the air of greater prefumption, than a fervant's
r

intruding his opinion, unaiked, upon his matter ; but,

at the fame time, there are certain feafons when the.

real danger of the mailer may not only excufe, but.

render laudable, the fervant's ofiicioufnefs. I therefore.

'flatter'



( -*A >

flatter myfelf that the Congrefs will receive, with indulg-

ence and lenity, the opinion I fhall offer. The fcheme

of difarming fimply the Tories, feems to me totally inef-

fectual j it will only embitter their minds and add virus

to their venom. They can, and will, always be. fuppli-

ed with frefh arms by the enemy. That of feizing the

moft dangerous will, I apprehend, from the vaguenefsof

the inftruction, be attended with fome bad conferen-
ces, and can anfwer no good one. It opens fo wide a

door for partiality and prejudice, to the different congref-

fes and committees on the continent, that much difcord

and animofity will probably enfue, it being next to im-

poffible to diftinguifh who are, and who are not the moft

dangerous. The plan of explaining to thefe deluded

people the juftice and merits of the American caufe, is

certainly generous and humane ; but, I am afraid, will be

fruitlefs. They are fo rivetted in their opinions, that, I

am perfuaded, fhould an angel defcend from heaven

with his golden trumpet, and ring in their ears, that

their conduct was criminal, he would be difregarded. I

had lately myfelf an inftan.ce of their infatuation, which,

if it is not impertinent, I will relate. I took the liberty,

without any authority but the conviction of the neceility,

to adminifter a very ftrong oath to thofe of Rhode-Iil-

and, that they would take arms in defence of their coun-

try if called upon by the voice of the Congrefs. To this

Colonel Wanton, and others, flatly refuted their affent

;

to take arms againft their f^ereign they faid was too

monftrous. This is not a crifis, when every thing is at,

ftake, to be over complient to the timidity of the inha-

bitants of any particular fpot. I have now under my
command a very refpectable force adequate to the pur-

pofe of fecuring the place, and purging all its environs

of traitors, on which fubject I fhall expect, with impati-

ence, the determination of the Congrefs ; their orders I

hope to receive before or immediately on my arrival.

This inftant the inclofed exprefs from the provincial

Congrefs of New-York, was delivered into my hands *,

but as thefe gentlemen probably are not fully apprized of

the
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the danger hanging over their heads, as I have received

intelligence from camp, that the fleet is failed, and that

it is neceflary to urge my march, I lhall proceed with

one divifion of the forces under my command to that

,city. A moment's delay may be fatal. The force I

(hall carry with me is not ftrong enough to a£t offenfive-

ly ; but juft fufficient to fecure the city againft any de-

fings of the enemy. If this is to give umbrage, if the

governor and captain of the man of war are pleafed to

jconitrue this ftep as an a£r. of politive hoftility, if they

are to prefcribe what number of your troops, and what
number not, are to enter the city, all I can fay is, that

New-York muft be confidered as the minifter's place,

and not the continent's.

I muft now, Sir, beg pardon for the length of this

letter, and more fo, for the prefumption in offering fo

freelymy thoughts to the Congrefs, from whom it is my
duty (imply to receive my orders, and as a fervant and
ibldier ftrL€Hy to obey, which none can do with greater

ardour and affection than,

Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE.
The Hon, John Hancock, Efq. PreC

of the Continental Congrefs.

Sir, New-York, March 5th, ^76.

I RECEIVED your commands on Sunday evening,
and fhould have anfwered it immediately, but waited for

the refult of an application I had made to Waterbury's
and Ward's regiment, requeuing them to remain here
until they can be replaced by a certain number of troops
from Philadelphia, and the Jerfies. They have unani-
moufly confented to ftay till the twenty-fifth of this

month, which is a fortnight longer than the term they
were enlifted for. Before the expiration of this time,

I am in hopes that fome meafures will be taken by the

X Congrefs
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Congrefs for throwing into the city, its environs, "and

Long-Ifland, a force fuindent to difpute the ground with
any number of troops we have reafon to expe£t ; not
that I would imply that thefe two Connecticut regiments
remaining here would be able to prevent the landing and
lodging themfelves in the ifland, even five battalions of
the enemy, mould they choofe to attempt it ; but thofe

two regiments will enable us at leaft to lay the foundation
of the neceflary works. I have ordered a regiment from
the Jerfies, who will be here I hope in a few days. I

fhall not, Sir, trouble you with a detail of our intended

works, as I fhall have the power of paying my refpects

in perfon to the Congrefs in a very few days, for on
Thurfday it is my intention to fet out. I am in very little

pain-about the execution of what we have concerted, as

it is committed to the hands of Lord Sterling, who fhews
much intelligence and activity. As this place will pro-

bably be the fcene of a good deal of action, it would be

prudent to add fomething to their prefent ftock of am-
munition. I find by their returns, that there is in the

whole colony, that fent up to Fort-Conftitution included,

five tons and an half.

The numerous body of profefled Tories in Long and

Staten-Iflands, with not a "few within the walls of the;

city, is a moftalarmingconfideration ; the meafures adopt-

ed by the Provincial Congrefs, of obliging them to give

bonds as a fecurity for their good behaviour, cart anfwer !

no purpofe, but that of rendering them more bitter and ';;

violent. The firft regiment of our gracious fovereign's

cutthroats which arrive here will indubitably cancel thefe

bonds. I am well afiured, indeed, that thefe bonds are

made a public joke of already, by the worthy gentlemen

who gave them. In fhort, the friends to liberty are to a

man convinced, that the Tories will take upaTms,when
encouraged by the appearance of any royal troops. The
delicacy of our fltuation, the dangerous crifis of affairs,'

have therefore determined me to take a decifive ftep,

which alone, according to my judgment, can fecure

iis : I have propofed to offer to thefe people a teft, drawn
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Up in fuch terms, that refufal or confent to take it, muft

be a criterion by which we may be able to diftinguiih

thofe, whofe fwords are whetted to plunge into the vitals

of their country, and whofe, if not drawn' in defence of

the common rights, may be expected to remain quietly

in their fcabbards. The firft I have directed to be feized

without further ceremony, and I mould think myfelf

highly criminal, in omitting fo falutary a ftep before it js

too late ;
perhaps I judge wrong ; if I do, I muft myfelf

take the mame of J»eing reputed weak, rafh, and precipi-

tate. The intelligence I have received from General

Wafhington will, at all events, juilify, in fome meafure,

my difpenfmg with forms.

I am, Sir, with the greatefl refpect,*Your moft obedient humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE.

To his Excellency the Pref. of the

Continental Congrefs.

My dear Sir, Williamfburgh, April 3d, 1776.

I HAVE nothing of fufficient importance to trouble

the Congrefs with ; but (hall teaze you with a few words

;

I am exactly in the fame ntuation I expected, puzzled

where to go, or fix myfelf, from an uncertainty of the

enemy's defign : I, can therefore only acl: by furmife ;

the general opinion is, that they will aim at this part of

Virginia, viz. York and Williamfburgh, or that they

will fix their head quarters in North Carolina : it has been

already aflerted, that Mr. Clinton was landed with one
thousand five hundred men at Wilmington 5 a letter from
Brigadier Howe, dated from Edenton, fays, that it is be*-

lieved, but not ascertained. I wait for further intelligence;

in the mean time, I fhall employ myfelf in rendering this

place, and York, as inaccelhble as pomble ; for it is my
own perfuafion, that they will endeavour to poflefs them-
felves of the capital, not only as it is really a moft tempt-
ing and advantageous poft, from commanding two ri-

vers,



vers, and a moft abundant country y but It would give an
air of fuperiority and dignity to their arms,, which in this

flave country might be attended with important confe-

quences, by the impreffions it would make in the minds
T>f the negroes- I wifh we had a couple of good regi-

ments more in South-Carolina, it would then be per-

haps hors infult. The apathy of this province feems to

go pajfibus aquis, with that of fome other provinces, not-

withstanding the perfuafion and affurances of all the of-

ficers, that the Tories about Norfolk will moft certainly

repair to the King's ftandard, and have propofed means
of fecuring them j they fay, fuch means would be violent

and cruel* In fhort, as your affairs profper, the timidity

of the fenatorial part of the continent, great and fmall,

grows and extends itfelf. By the eternal God, unlefs

you declare yourfelves independent, eftablifh a more
certain and fixed legiflature than that of a temporary cour-

tefy of the people, you richly deferve to be enilaved,

and I think it far from impofhble that it mould be yourw i as without a more fyftematical intercourfe with

France and Holland, we cannot, we have not the mean3

of carrying on the war.

Adieu,

Yours, &c.
C. LEE.

To Edw. Rutledge, Efq.

Member of the Continental Congrefs.

Sir, Williamfburgh, April 5th, 177^

THE fubjea of this letter appearing to me of exceed-

ing importance, I have refolved to difpatch an exprefs to

inform you, that the Roebuck, a king's fhip of 44 guns,

: has for fome time left the Capes of Virginia, and, as we

hear, is now lying^ofTthe Bay of Delaware, with a de-

fign to intercept the continental fleet. At Norfolk remain

the
:

Liverpool, a 30 gun frigate ; the Otter floop of 14

:guns,and fome-tenders j together with a {hip, Lord
Dunmore
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Dunmore on board, of little or no force ; and a number
of vefiels belonging to the Tories, with valuable cargoes

and prizes, amounting, by a reafonable eftimate, to an

hundred and forty thoufand pounds fterling. If Mr.

Hopkins is at Cape-Fear, would it not be a good meafure

to inform him, how fure a prey thefe fhips at Norfolk,

with their immenfe treafure of goods, arms, ammunition

and other military ftores would be to him, were he to

come into the Capes of Virginia ? It is not probable our

fleet can keep the fea much longer, a number of Britilli

fhips of war being expected foon on the American coaft ;

this laft mentioned ftroke would then be a glorious con-

clufion •, and if it mould be neceffary afterwards to keep

in a fafe harbour, by erecting a battery at the mouth o£

the river leading to Norfolk, the navy of Great Britain

might be, from the nature of the navigation, prevented

from getting up. I am extremely anxious to know the

ftate of your province, and of the ftate, number, and
: quality of your troops ; any affiflance which can be af-

forded you by this province, as far as depends on me,
you may command. I mould have fet out before this,

for your province, but the confufion, diforder, and defi-

ciencies of Virginia, oblige me to pafs a few more days

in my prefent quarters,

I am, Sir, with the greater! refpecT:,

Your moll obedient humble fervant,

C. LEE.
To the Hon. the Pref. of the Council

of Safety, North-Carolina:

Dear Sik, Williamfburgh, April 6th, 1775.

AS I know not to whom I can addrefs this mod im-
portant note, with fo much propriety and afiurance of
fuccefs as to yourfelf, this crifis will not admit of cere-
mony and procraftination ; I mail, therefore, irregularly
addrefs you in the language and with the fpirit of one
fcold determined free citizen to another | and conjure

X 1 you.
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you, as yon value the liberties and rights of the commu-
nity of which you are a member, not to lofe a moment,
tnd in. my name, if my name is of confequence enough,
to direcl: the commanding officer of your troops at An-
napolis, immediately to feize the perfon of governor
Eden ; the fin and blame be on my head. I will anfvver

for all to the Congrefs. The juftice and neceflity of the

meafure will be belt explained by the packet, tranfmitted

to you by the Committee of Safety from this place.

—

God Almighty give us wifdom and vigor in this hour of

trial.

Dear Sir,

Yours, mod affectionately,

CHARLES LEE.
To Samuel Purviance, Efq.

Chairman of the Committee.

Sir, Williamfburgh, April 8 th, 1776.

NOT only propriety and decency, but an earned de-

fire to act in concert with fo refpe£table a body as the

Committee of fafety, enjoin me to lay before them my
thoughts, on fome meafures necefiary for the defence

and very being of the colony.

After having confidered the number and quality of

your troops, the Hate and condition of your arms, artil-

lery, and ordinance apparatus, the-weaknefs and difad-

vantages you labour under from the numerous inter-

fering rivers, the multitude- of your flaves, &c. I fup-

pofe to myfelf, that the enemy, will make this proyince

-their immediate object ; and fihce the defeat of their

fchemes in North-Carolina, by Colonel Cafwell, it is the

moll natural fuppefition. I fay, Sir, after having confi-

dered your ftrength and weaknefs, no circumftance ap-

pears to me fo feriouily alarming as the difpofiticn and

foliation of the inhabitants of the lower couaties, Nor-
folk,
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folk, and Princefs Ann 5 but that I might not reft en-

tirely on my own opinion, I have called together fome
of the field officers who are beft acquainted with that

diflric~l, and they unanirnoufly agree, that it will be dif-*

ficult, if not impoffible, to fecure and preferve the pro-

vince, unlefs thefe inhabitants, thus dangeroufly difpo-

fed, are removed from the very fpot where they can do
fuch infinite mifchief. I am- fenfible, Sir, that there rer

moval muft be attended with very confiderable dirficul-

ties, and perhaps much diftrefs to individuals ; but when
the prefervation and being of the province, if not of the

whole continent, are at flake, were thefe difficulties and
diftrefles a thoufand times greater, they^mufl be fubmit-

ted to. I am in hopes, therefore, that the gentlemen of

the Committee will immediately devife fome means for

removing thefe people, as well as their flock : at leafl

their wives and children mould be carried to a place of
fecurity, as hoflages for the good behaviour of the huf-

bands and fathers. I fhould be extremely forry to find

myfelf under the neceffity of deflroying all their cattle,

ftores, and granaries, and forcing the inhabitants, at the

point of the bayonet, from their homes ; but.unlefs their

removal can be accomplished by fome other means, I fhall

be conflrained to thefe harm methods ; as otherwife, I

cannot be anfwerable for the execution of the important

trull committed to my hands.

I am, Sir,

With the greatefl refpecl,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

CHARGES LEE,
To the Hon. the Pref. of the

Committee of Safety.

Sir, Williarpfburgh, April ipth, 1776;.

THE difagreeable uncertainty I have been in, of the

enemies' deiigns, from the circumflance of their being

able
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able to fly in tlieir fhips from one fpof to another; hath

kept me at Williamfburgh. It is evident that their ori-

ginal intention was againft North-Carolina, but the ap-

parently total overthrow of their whole feheme by Colo-

nel Cafweirs victory, makes it more probable that they

will bend their cburfe to fome other quarter 5 whether to

this province, or South-Carolina, it is impoffible to divine;

I am myfelf more inclined to think that this will be their

object, as the numerous interfering navigable waters

prefent them fuch fuperior advantages ; though, at the

fame time, I ednfefs myfelf in great pain for South-Ca-

rolina ; the force in that province feems alarmingly fmalh

I wifh I could afford to detach from hence at leaft three

battalions -

r but neither our numbers of men, the flate

and condition of our arms, nor the vaft extent of this

province open to attack, will admit of the thought. If

Pennfylvania could fpare three or four battalions for the

defence of Virginia, Virginia or North-Carolina might
detach the fame number to South-Carolina; and as the

army which was employed in the blockade of Bofton i§

now fet at liberty, I fhould imagine this force might be

afforded us^

We are fo extremely deficient in arms, that I have beeft

under the neceflity of fending an officer into the back

parts of the country^ purchafe all the rifles he can pro-

cure for the continental fervice. The arrangement I

have made of arming two companies of each battalion

with fpears, will render mufquets and bayonets lefs ne-

ceflary j and the cafe I find in reconciling the men to

thefe kind of arms, is a flattering fymptom of their fpirit.

The price of thefe rifles, I am told, will be five pounds
each ; but as the article of cartouches and bayonets will

be faved, upon the whole, they will not be more, if fo

expenfive.

The defence and fecurity of the capital rivers, with

their creeks, is an objecl: of fo great importance, that I

have thought it neceifary to direct as great a number of

half gallies as poffible, to be ConftrueTed with the utmoft

expedition j but as the carpenters and other artificers in

this
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this, country are fc lazy a race of mortals, that it is in vain

to expect any fruits from their labours, unlefs there is a

coercive power over them, I thought it the fureft and fa-

feft method to eftablim two companies of carpenters on
the fame terms with thofe in the Jerfies ; the mea*
fure is abfolutely neceffary, and I flatter myfelf it will

prove ceconomy.

The nature of the fervice here is fuch, the force not

being collected into one point, but fcattered in fragments,

that a greater number of fubordinate ftafT officers are

requifite than in the Northern and Eaftern armies. I have

therefore taken the liberty, till the pleafure of the Con-
grefs is further known, to appoint a few who could not

be difpenfed with : inclofed is a lift of them.

The Committee of Safety, I find, Sir, had not apprized

you of their having already raifed a company of artille-

ry, and appointed officers. Captain Innes, who was pla-

ced at the head t>f it, though he profeffes himfeif utter-

ly ignorant of this particular branch, is a man of great

zeal, capacity and merit •, and as there is a vacant majo-

rity in the ninth, or captain Flemming's regiment, I have

ventured to appoint him to act. in that Hation, in hopes
that the Congrefs will confirm his commiffion. A body
of horfe is ajtne qua non in a country circumftaneed like

this ; I take the. liberty of enclofing you an addrefs I

publifhed to the young gentlemen of this colon.y>on the

fubje£t, and wifh it may meet with your approbation.

I (hall make Monfieur Arundel accountable for the

fixty dollars, but at the fame time beg leave to fubmit to

the confederation of the Congrefs, whether the expences

of his journey fhould not be allowed ; they amount to

thirty dollars : indeed the pay of the artillery officers and
engineers is fo wretched, that I do not fee any chance of

procuring men fit for the fervice on the terms ; and if

they are procured, they cannot poffibly fubfift, unlefs the

expences of their frequent journeys are paid ; for they

are obliged, from the nature of their buiinefs, to rnal^ie

more journeys than other officers, and not in corps, but

.
iingiy,.;
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fingly •, I Have..been obliged to fubfift Baron Maflenburg,

as likewife to furnifn Captain Smith who is now at York,

with money for his expences..

I am, Sir, with the greateft refpe£ty

Your moll obedient humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE.
His Excellency John Hancock, Prcf.

\ oFthe Continental Congrefs.

Sir, Williamfburgh, April Ipth, 1776.

AS I am an entire ftranger to the character, integri-

ty, and abilities of individuals in this country, I muft
requefl the gentlemen of the committee will appoint, or

recommend pofitively, a proper perfbn as commhTary.
He mould be a man of activity without doubt •, but his

integrity is ftill more important, as he has it in his power,
if inclined, to rob the public moft horribly. .

I am, Sir, with the greateft refpe&,

Your moft obedient fervant,

CHARLES LEE.
John Page, Efq. V. P.

of the Committee.

Sir, Suffolk, April z^tf, 1776.

YOU are to march this night to Brickels : teave the

entrenching tools under the care of the commanding of-

ficer of that poll, with directions to fortify, as well as he

is able, a poft capable of containing three hundred men.
To-morrow you are to proceed to Portfmouth with all

the waggons ; you are to poft your party in fuch an ad-

vantageous fituation, that no infult from the enemy can

be apprehended. You are to fecure Shedden's, and Mitch-

el's efFe&s, and fend them up immediately. You are

to fecure the perfons of Jarvia, Muter, and Mitchel, as

well as their effects ; Mrs. Grimes, with her.efre&s, are

likewife immediately to be fent up. You are to procure

the
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the beft 'intelligence what men are on board Lord Dun-,

more'* fleet, who have families at Portfmouth ; the wives

. and children of.thefe men are to be fent up to Suffolk

immediately. You are to apprize the reft of the inha-

bitants that they muft quit Portfmouth in five days ; that

waggons mail be allowed for their beds, cloaths, and ab-»

folute neceffary cooking utenflls j their tables, chairs,

and other cooking utenfils, cannot be carried off at thq

public expenee.

All the negroes capable of bearing arms to be fecured

immediately, and fent up to Suffolk. Mr. Bownas and
Company's property is to be colle&ed and brought out

of their prefent dangerous fituation.

] You are to order any detachment you (hall meet with,

from Colonel Tipp's corps, immediately to return to-

their command. .

CHARLES LEE, Major General.

To Col. Mughlenburg* :.

Sir, Williamiburghj May 4^h, 177^.

THE committee will, I hope, excufe my not having

yefterday made a report to them (as I think it my duty)

of every transaction which is not merely military ; but

they were fo much employed in the bufinefs of the Prin-

cefs. Ann petition, that I thought it better not to enter

on the fubjeclv As I found that the inhabitants of
Portfmouth had univerfally taken the oath to Lord Dun-
more, and as that town was, I believe, juftly confidered

as the great channel through which his Lordfhip received

the moft exacT: and minute intelligence of all our motions

and defigns, I thought it incumbent on me, and agreea-

ble to the fpirit of your inftru£tions, to remove the peo-

ple without exception 5 for even the women and chil-

dren had learnt the art, and praftifed with addrefs, the

office of fpies. A connderable quantity of very valuable

articles were found in the houfes of Mrs. Sprowle, Good-
rich, and Nuil Jamiefon, fuch as molafles, fait, and other

things



( 240 )

things much wanted for the public. A. lift of thefe ar-

ticles will be made out by the officer commanding the"-

party, and laid before your board.

As the town of Portfmouth will afford fo convenient

Shelter and quarters, to refrefh the enemy, on a fuppofi-

tion that they make this part of the world their object,

it would perhaps be politic to deftroy it totally ; but

the houfes of fame of the moft notorious traitors I

thought abfolutely neceffary to demolifh, in hopes of inti-

midating the neighbourhood from trifling any longer,

and flying in the face of your ordinances j for it is incon-

ceivable, unlefs I have been grofsly misinformed, into

what barefaced, open intercourfe with the enemy they

had been encouraged, by no examples having been made.
Sprowle's, Goodrich's, Jamiefon's and Skeddan's houfes

were on this principle deftroyed ; the laft, Skeddan,

now a prifoner at Suffolk, accufed, and, I believe, con-

victed, of having been on board Lord Dunmore's fleet,

fince his acquittal by the committee of Norfolk. As we
had undoubted intelligence that the fleet and army of Lord
Dunmore were amply and regularly fupplied with provi-

fions and refreihments of every kind, from that tra£fc.of

country, lying between the Southern and Eaftern branch-

es, as well as from Tanner's-Creek, notwithstanding the

politive ordinances levelled again ft this fpecies of trea-

son ; and as from a habit of any fort of action, be it ever

fo heinous, he who commits it, infallibly, in the end,

perfuades himfelf there is no crime in it at all : fo thefe

worthies not only every day openly and conftantly carrir

ed on this dangerous commerce, but, it Is faid, juftified it
J

in their converfation ; it, therefore, Sir, in my opinion,

as well as of the other officers, and the committee of

gentlemen from Suffolk, became indifpenfably neceffary

to take fome vigorous fteps on the fpot, which might

intimidate the whole knot of thefe mifcreants from their I

pernicious traffic.

A Mr. Hopkins, infamous for his principles and con-

duct, and-who has a fon, now a foldier in Dunmore's

!

army, was fortunately the firft man detected ; he was
feized
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feized in his return from the fleet. He prevaricated and

perjured himfelf very handfomely on the occafion j but

at length the fa£t was proved, and he confefied. The
Tentiments of the committee and other officers concur-

ring with my own, we determined, after having feized

his furniture, to fet his houfe on fire in his prefence

:

This ftep was not quite confident with the regular mode
of proceeding : but there are occafions, when the necef-

fity will excufe deviations, and this I hope will appear to

the committee to be one of thofe occafions. I mull here,

Gentlemen, beg leave to repeat my affurances, that if

ever in my military capacity, I mould fall into any mea-
fure, which is more properly within the province of the

civil, it will entirely proceed from miftake, or inadver-

tency, never from defign j and upon thefe occafions, fo

far from being offended by the admonition, or even re-

primand, of your committees, I fhall think myfelf obli-

ged to them. .

I am, Sir, with the greateft refpecl:,

Your mod obedient humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE.
To Edmund Pendleton, Pre£ of the

Committee of Safety.

Sir Willi amfburgh, May 7th, 1776.

I FIND the part I have acted in the bufmefs of Mr.
Eden, has given great umbrage to the council of Mary-
land ; I take the liberty of encloiing a copy of my letter

to that board on the occafion *, as I hope it will appear to

the Congrefs, a full explanation and juftification of my
conduct, I fhall not trouble them any more on the fub-

je£t.

Five tranfports with troops are arrived at Cape-Fear j

I fhall therefore fet out on Thurfday for Wilmington,
by the way of Halifax. When we confider, Sir, the

vafl extent of the vulnerable parts of this country ; the

numerous navigable interfering waters, the multitude of

Y flaves

>
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flaves 5 that we have not more than five thoufand regu-

lars fit for duty in the province \ that of thefe five thou-

fand not more than three are properly armed ; that to

arm them, defective as they are, the province has been
drove to the neceflity of difarming the minute men ; I

fay, Sir, that when thefe circumftances are confidered,

I fhall appear, I hope, reafonable, in entreating the Con

-

grefs to fpare us, if poffible, fome battalions, andofthofe

battalions which are bed armed. If indeed our minute
men were properly furnifhed with mufkets and ammuni-
tion 5 if our rivers were already fecured in the maimer
Ipropofe \ I ihould think myfelf capable of baffling all

their attempts with pur prefent force ; but fituated as

we are, my anxiety for the common fafety obliges me to

folicit a reinforcement. A letter from one of your mem-
bers informs me, that five thoufand blankets, and five

thoufand pair of fhoes, are on the road for the ufe of

this army ; they were much wanted ; the number is,

I believe, fufflcient. We are, as I obferved before,

wretchedly in want of medicines, as well as of a direc-

tor to; our hofpitai. Doctor M'Clurg is a very abje

man, and univerfally efteemed, qualified for the office
;

the pay of the regimental furgeons eftablifhed by Con-
grefs is fo low, that it is in this part of the world, where

the common country practice of furgery is Angularly

lucrative, impofiible to find capable men, who-- will ac^

cept j but I am in hopes that the convention will make

fuch additions out of the provincial purfe, %s to enable us

to fill the commiflions with proper and competent -per-

fons : Now I am on the fubject. of pay, Sir, I muft beg-

leave to urge the neceflity of confiderably increafmg that

of the engineers. It is impofiible that men, qualified for

this important office, ihould be prevailed upon to ferve

on fuch miferable terms. You have no American en-

gineers •, they mutt of courfe be foreigners; and fo-

reigners expect, in their language* de quoi manger; that

is, fomething which will enable them to eat and ^drrnk.

Twenty dollars per month will not enable them to eat

and drink, and Wear linen, or indeed any kind ofcloaths'

;

befides,
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befides, it mull be confidcred, that thefe gentlemen are

obliged, by the nature of their duty, to make more jour-

neys than any other officers ; that horfes mull be pur-

chafed and fed j that the expences of travelling in thefe

Southern provinces are very high ; from thefe reafons,

and many others, the pay of engineers ought to be, as it

is in all other fervices, greater than that of other officers.

iTpon the whole, Sir, I really do not think that they

ought or can do with iefs than forty dollars per month,

and rations at lead for their horfes. On more moderate

terms -I am perfuaded you cannot procure men equal to

the talk; as the corps is diftinel:, and not numerous, this

necefTary addition of pay will be an expence beneath the

consideration of Congrefs.

Colonel Richard Henry Lee informs me, that it was
not the intention of the Congrefs that Captain Innes's

company mould be reduced, to make way for Arundel's -

y

hut tkey fhouldboth be eftablifhed. I think, Sir, it would
be a ufelefs expence. Captain Innes, who muft, I am
fure, be an excellent officer in any other department, pro-

feiTcd: hirmeif ignorant of this branch ; his officers were
equally .ignorant :. .Arundel has get poifefnon of the

company, and by his activity and -knowledge will, I am
perfuaded, make them fit for fervice. Indeed to eita-

blilk an artillery company, captain, fubalterns, and non-
commiifioned officers, being entirely compofed of novi-

ces, can anfwer no end or purpofe. It is my opinion,

therefore, Sir, that inftead of thefe two companies pro-

pofed, that the addition of thirty or forty men to Cap-
tain Arundel's, and two fubaltern officers, will not only

be better, but that it promifes more advantage to the

iervice.

As I am on the fubject. of Captain Arundel, I beg
leave to remind the Congrefs of what I mentioned on
the fubjeel: of his expences on the road : There is one
circum fiance of which, Sir, I could wifh to be afcertain-

e 1, it is the expence of the defence of thefe rivers, that

is, the conftruction of row gallies, floating batteries, &c.
to be brought to the account of the continent or of the

province ?
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province ?' I wifh to be informed oil this head : if it is

at the expence of the latter, I fhall regularly propofe to

tii^ Convention, or Committee of Safety, every fcheroe

which may be attended with expence before it is entered

upon." If the quarter^mafter-general, or his deputies,

when they difpatch any teams from Philadelphia with

powder, or other neceiTaries, were to purchafe the horfes

throughout, for the continental ufe, inflead of hiring

them, the faving would be conuderable *, for in this

country the 'hire is intolerably dear ; fo great indeed,

that I have ventured to order a number of teams to be

purchafed.

I have juft received a vague return of the forces of

'North-Carolina ; of their powder and cannon 5 it does

not appear that they have effective regulars, properly

armed, more than two thouiand ; of powder than two
ton and an half; and as to cannon, they are almofl to-

tally deftitute. As the enemy's advanced guard, if I

may fo exprefs myfelf, is actually arrived, I muft, I can-

not avoid detaching the ftrongefl battalion we have to

their affiitance •, but, I own, I tremble at the fame time

at the thoughts of (tripping this province of any part of

its mr^-quote force. I am puzzled how to direct: my
motions from the uncertainty of the enemies' plan, but

not difpirited, as I am confident that the Congrefs will

afford me every relief in their power, and am not in the

leaft diffident -of the courage arid zeal of the men and

officers* I have, as yet, heard nothing of Mr. Stabler

the engineer 3 I ought, in fact, to have at leaft half a

dozen ; for we have a variety of pofts to throw up, and

there is not a man or officer in the army that knows the

difference between a chevaiix de frieze and a cabbage-

garden. I wifh the Congrefs would indulge me with

Mr. Smith, whom I know to be an able and active man.

I am, Sir, with the greateft refpect,

Your molt obedient,

Humble Servant,

CHARLES LEE.

His Excellency John Hancock, Efq.

Pref. of the Continental Congrefs. Sir,
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Sir, Williamiburgh, May 9th, 177*?.

AS I am obliged, by the arrival of the enemy* to re-

pair to North-Carolina, and am not lefs prompted by my
zeal and affection for this province, than obliged by my
duty, to take every precaution for its fafety before my
departure : on this principle I beg leave to lay before the

Convention the following meaftires, which I conceive to

be neceiTary

:

1 ft. To devife fome means for eftablifhing a corps of

cavalry ; without which, an army is fo extremely defec-

tive in every part of the world, and in none more than in

this, for reafons which it might be tedious to enumerate.

2dly. Without delay to order fome able pilots of every

river, to examine accurately the narroweft part of the

channel of each river ; what is the nature of the fhoals

which form thefe channels ; whether they are folid, firm,

fand, gravel, or rock •, whst is the diftance of the neareft

part of the channel from either more •, what is the nature

.of the fhore ; whether it is high or low •, for I am fan-

guine enough to hope, when thefe circumftances are

^fcertatned, the navigation of moll of the rivers may be

fhut up to the enemy, by means of batteries, either float-

ing or fixed.

3<dly. As thefe purpofes cannot be effected without a

large body of carpenters, fmiths, and artificers of every

fort, to eftablifh fome companies of them, fubjectto the

military laws ; for without a coercive power, it is diffi-

cult in this part of the world to prevail on them to work.

4thly. As I underftant#there are prodigious (locks of

fheep and cattle on the iilands near the eaftern-fhore,

and as my authority does not extend to whatever concerns

property, that you will order immediately all this flock

to be tranfported to the continent ; and if this is imprac-

ticable, to kill them, as otherwifc they mult indifputably

fall into the hands of the enemy.
5thly. As the eaftern counties are, from their great

abundance of all the neceffaries of life, fo tempting ob-
jects to the incurfions of the enemy, and as I underitand.

there will be no difficulty in procuring good men, I

Y 2 would
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would humbly propofe to the Convention, to" augment
Colonel Flemming's regiment to the fame ilrength of

numbers with the other battalions.

I mud now, Sir, beg leave to mention to the gentle-

men of the convention, a very important matter of con-

fideration ; no lefs than the prefervation of the lives of

our foldiers. The, continental allowance to furgeons

and furgeon's-mates of the regiments is fo miferably

(mail, and, at the fame time, the common country prac-

tice of furgeons is fo very lucrative in this province, that

it is not poffibie to find men qualified for the ftation who
will accept ; and as I cannot venture to propofe, to the

Continental Congrefs, the increafe of the pay of the

furgeons of the whole army, merely becaufe this increafe

is necefiary in my divifion, I muft. fubmit it to the judg-

ment of the Convention, whether fuch an addition, as

to bring up the pay of thefe gentlemen to the original

provincial ordinance, will not be money well and necef-

farily expended.

I am, Sir, with the greateft refpe£t,

Yours,
CHARLES LEE.

To Edmund Pendleton, Efq.

Pref. of the Convention.

Dear Sir, Tjfifiiamfcurgh, March 25th, 177^

I KNOW not whether, in the whole courfe of my
life, I ever read any thing which fo much moved my pi-

ty and indignation as tfce late declaration, profeffion of

faith, or political creed (for, I confefs, I am at a lofs

what title to give it) of the Convention of Maryland.

The inftruaion of your afTembly to their delegates

(which, inter nos, was a mod wretched piece of bufinefs)

was Roman magnanimity comparatively with this fni-

velling produ&ion from Annapolis. They declare, that

they (hall efteem feparaticn from Great Britain as the

laft of misfortunes.
Thefe
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There is a {lory of a Morocco Have, in the reign of

Muley Ifhmael, who pushed his loyalty fo far, that when
tlie monarch, in the gaite de coeur, had plunged his dag-

ger into his bread, he drew it out, and, moft loyally, pre-

fented it again to his facred mafter, who, as royally, by a

fecond ftroke, difpatched him. This ftory is fearcely

credible, but the poihhility of the fa£fc is now verified by
the conduct of the Houfe of Convention of Maryland.
What ! when an attempt has been made to rob you and
your pofterity of your birth-rights ; when your fields have

been laid wafte, your towns have been burnt, and your
citizens butchered ; when yourproperty is feized and con-

fifcated in all parts of the world ; when an inexorable ty-

rant, an abandoned parliament, and a corrupt pufillani-

mous people, have formed an hellilh league to rob you
of every thing men hold moft dear ; is it poffible that

there mould be creatures who march on two legs, and
call themfelves human, who can be fo deftitute of fenti-

ment, courage, and feeling, as fobbingly to proteft, they

fhall confider feparation from thefe butchers and robbers

as the laft of misfortunes ? Oh, I could brain you with

your ladies fans !

Charlefton, June 19th, 177&

ORDERS.
AS it now appears almoft a certainty (from the intel-

ligence of fome deferters) that the enemy's intention is

to make an attack on the city ; and as the General is

confident, that the numbers and fpirit of the garrifon will

prevent their landing, it only remains to guard againft

the injury which the city may receive from their can-

non.

/ The continental troops, provincials, and militia, are,

/ therefore, moil earneftly conjui-ed to work with no lefs

alacrity, than fight with courage. Courage alone will

not fumce in war ; true foldiers and magnanimous citi-

zens
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£ens mufl brandifti the pick-ax and fpade, as well as the

fwordy in' defence of their country : one or two days' la-

bour, at this critical juncture, may not only fave many
worthy families from ruin, but many worthy individuals

from lofs of limbs and life. On this principle the Ge-

neral does not, {imply in his capacity of commanding

officer, order, but entreat the whole garrifon [thofe on

the neceffary duties excepted] to exert themfelves in for-

warding the requifite works of protection.

The colonels or commanding officers of the corps are

to review their men's arms this evening at roll calling y

to take care they are in as good order as poffible, and that

they are furnifhed with good flints. The officers com-
manding the different guards are to do the fame with

their refpective guards. -

For the future it muft be obferved, as an eftablifhed

rule, that no artillery officer fires a Angle cannon with-

out previoufly acquainting the General.

. Fort-Sullivan, June 24th, 1776.

GENERAL LEE positively orders, that the fcreen be-

hind the aperture of the traverfe be immediately begun

and finifhed with all poffible expedition ; that a breaft-

work of timber, fix feet high, be raifed on the rampart,

fo as to form a continuation of the traverfe ; that a ban-

quet be raifed behind the traverfe, fo as to enable the mul-

quetry to fire over. The prefent work round the rear-

guard room to be considerably strengthened •, the para-

pet raifed, and the ditch deeper and wider ; a fcreen to

be thrown up behind the entrance ; a facade of facines,

or old timber, is neceffary to keep up the light fand, of

which the breaft-work of this rear-guard is compofed.

Sir, Charlefton, June 21ft, 1776.

IT is a certain truth, that the enemy entertain a moft
fortunate apprehension of American riflemen. It is

• - equally
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equally certain, that nothing can diminifh this appreheiv

fion fo infallibly as a frequent ineffectual fire. It is

with fome concern, therefore, that I am informed, that

your men have been fufrered to fire at a moft prepofte-

rous diftance. Upon this principle, I mull entreat and
infill that you confider it &s a {landing order, that not a

man under your command is to fire at a greater diftance

than one hundred and fifty yards, at the utmoft : in

fhort, that they never fire without almoft a moral cer-

tainty of hitting their object.- Diftant firing has a dou-

ble bad effect j it encourages the enemy, and adds to the

pernicious perfuafion of the American foldiers, viz*

Yhat they are no matchfor their antagomjls at clofefighting*

To fpeak plainly, it is almoft a fure method of making
them cowards. Once more I muft requeft, that a ftori

be put to this childifh, vicious, and fcandalous practice*

I extend the rule to thofe who have the care of the field

pieces •, four hundred yards is the greateft diftance they

fhould be allowed to fire at. A tranfgreflion of this rule

will be confidered as the efTect of flurry and want of

courage.

Thofe who are accufed of tranfgrefling, will be pro-

ceeded agaiiift, as acting from thefe principles. I have,

Sir, the greateft opinion of your good fenfe and fpirit,

and flatter myfelf, that you wilt not only iffue orders of

reftricTtion on this head, but that you wiir be attentive

that they are vigoroufly put in execution.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient,

Humble lervant,

CHARGES LEE.
To Col. Thompfbn.

P. S. I am likewife informed, that your men pafs

without order, or orders, to Long-Ifland. Is this* wife ?

is it foldier like ? Is it to fhew the enemy where our

weaknefs is
?

'

Sir,
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Sir, '. Chavlc&on, Jiily 2d, 1776.

I ftiould have done myfelf the honour fooner of infor-

ming the Congrefs of the attack made by the enemy's

fquadron on Su.llivariVXilarid, and their repulfe ; but

conje£tured, that by waiting a day or two, I might pro-

bably be furniihed with the means of fending a more raU

nutej fuil and fatisfa&ory account. My conjecture was
right *, for yefterday five feamen made their efcape, one

of whom is a more intelligent fellow than is commonly
found arriongft men of his level* Inclofed is a copy of

their narrative ; fame parts of it are, perhaps, too whim-
fical and trivial to merit the attention of Congrefs, but I

think it my duty to prefeiit it as it is, without adding or

curtailing a circumftance. I think, Sir, I may venture

to congratulate the Congrefs on the event ; not only the

advantages mult be confiderable, but the aftairrefle£fcs no
fmall Credit on the American arms*

On Friday, about eleven o'clock, tjie Commodore,
with his whole fquadron, coniifting of two line of.bat-

tle-fliips and fix frigates, the rates of which are marked
in the inclofed narrative, anchored at lefs than half muf-
ket fhot from the fort, and commenced one of the moll
furious and incelfarit fires I ever faw bY heard. It was
rnanifeftly their plan to land at the fame time their whole
regulars, at the eaft end of the illand, and, of courfe, in-

vert the fort by land and fea. As the ^arrifon was com-
pofed entirely of raw troops, both men and officers ; as

I knew their ammunition was fhort ; and as the bridge

by which we could reinforce, or call off the troops from
the illand, was unhnifhed, you may eafily conceive my
anxiety. It was fo great, that I was in fufpence whether
I fhould evacuate it or no. Fortunately, while I was in

this ftate of fufpence, fome ammunition arrived from
the town, and my aid de camp, Mr. Byrd, returning from
the ifland with a flattering report of the garrifon's fpirit,

I determined to fupport it at all hazards. On this prin-

ciple I thought it my duty to crofs over to the illand, to

encourage the garrifon by my prefence *, but I might
have faved myfelf that trouble j for I found, on my ar-

rival.
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rival, they had no occaGon for any fort of encourage-?

rnent : I found them determined and cool to the laft de-

gree : their behaviour would, in fact, have done honour
to the oldeft troops. I beg leave, Sir, therefore, to re-

commend, in the ftrongeft terms, to the Congrefs, the

commanding officer, Colonel Moultrie, and his whole
garrifon, as brave foldiers and excellent citizens ; nor

mud I omit, at the fame time, mentioning Colonel

Thompfon, who, with the South-Carolina rangers and a

detachment of the North-Carolina regulars, repulfed the

enemy in two feveral attempts to make a lodgment at

the other extremity of the iiland.

Our lofs, confidering the heat and juration of the fire,

was inconfiderable : we had only ten men killed on the

fpot and twenty-two wounded j feven of whom loft their

limbs, but with their limbs they did not lofe their fpirits ;

for they enthufiaftically encouraged their comrades never

to 'abandon the ftandard of liberty and their country.

This, I do allure you, Sir, is not in the ftyle of Gafco-
nading romance, ufual after every fuccefsful'action, but

literally fact; I, with pleafure, mention the circumftance,

as it augurs well to the caufe of freedom. At eleven the

fire ceafed, having continued juft twelve hours without

the'leaft intermifliou. What the enemy's intentions are

now, it is ' impoffible to divine. I am inclined to think,

they will, if they can repafs the bar, bend their courfe to

Chefapeak or Hampton-Bay: perhaps fhame and rage

may prompt their land forces to fome attempt before

their departure : on my part, I {hall fpare no pains to

difcover their intentions and baffle their fchemes.

As Georgia is a diftridt of the command with which
you have honoured me, I thought it prudent to requeft

fome of their members to a conference with the prefident

of this province, and myfelf. They accepted the invita-

tion, and gave us great fatisfaction from their intelli-

gence and good fenfe. Inclofed is the fubftance of their

deliberation.

The province is certainly of the laft importance to the

common itaufe, and the mode of protecting it, pointed

out
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out by thefe gentlemen, is, in my opinion, in all its parts,

wife and neceflary. They had conceived a notion that I

had powers to augment their eftablrfhment j I affured

them I had no fuch powers ; but both Mr. Rutledge and
myfelf gave it as our opinion, that any expences mani-
feilly beyond their faculties which they might incur in

the common caufe, would be repaid by the Congrefs

;

and in this perfuaiion we ventured to encourage them to

augment their cavalry, without lofs of time, and make
the propofed prefent of cattle to the Indians. Indeed,

Sir, without a ftrong corps of cavalry, I do not fee how
it is pofhble to protect thefe Southern colonies, and with

one thoufand good cavalry, I think I could infure their

protection. From the want of this fpecies of troops,

Charlefton and its dependencies had certainly been loft,

if the enemy had a£ted with the vigor and expedition we
had reafon to expec~t j but a molt unaccountable langour

and inertnefs on their parts have faved us. If the fcheme
I propofed in Virginia had been approved and adopted,

it would have been not only a fecurity but confiderabie

ceconomy. The forage was to have been the only ex-

pence. Now I am upon the fubject, I cannot help men-
tioning, that I have been informed that the project has

been confidered by fame gentlemen, as a fort of a pre-

fu-mption in me, in arrogating fuch a power ; but I fancy

the affair was not properly underftood : I faw the imme-
diate neceiiity of fuch a corps. I knew they C8uld be
raifed immediately by thefe means, and at the fame time

I was given to underftand, by feveral gentlemen of the

Virginia convention, that fhould the Continental Con-
grefs difapprove of the expence (trifling as it was) there

was little doubt cf their convention defraying it ; but,

in fact, Sir, the meafure feemed neceflary for the falva-

tion of the provinces, and not a day was to be loft

;

which, I hope, will fully juftify my cpndudt : and I mult
beg leave to repeat my affertion, that without cavalry

thefe provinces cannot eafily be defended.

I willi fome means could be devifed of reducing Eaft-

Florida to an; American province. Had I force fufiici -

ent,
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ent, I fhould, with your permhTion, certainly attempt it

;

the advantages would be great and manifold. The aug-

mentation of the Georgian cavalry, I fmcerely hope may
be approved of by the Congrefs. Inclofed is the eftablifh-

jnent and pay proposed for them ; I think the terms not

high.

I fhali now, Sir, conclude with expreffing the high
•l^tisfa&ion I have received from the zeal, activity, and
public fpiri.t of the gentlemen and inhabitants of this city

.and province, from the prefident-and council, down to

the loweft order of the people ; and with ahuring you,

that I have not, in my military capacity, met with the

leafl ofoftruclion or difficulty j but that we have all work-
ed in concert and harmony for the common good. I

mod earnestly requeft you will pay my refpecls to the

Congrefs, and be perfuaded, Sir, that I arn moll entirely

and devotedly,

Your moll obedient fervant,

CHARLES LEE;
To the Hon. John Hancock, Pref.

of the Continental Congrefs.

P. S- Lord Bunmore has, I believe, with him at pre-

fent only one ihip of war ; if any part of the continental

fleet fhould happen to vifit Hampton-Bay, at this junc-
ture, it would defeat the whole fcheme of the enemy's
-operations, at leaif. for this campaign \ but it is impoffible

to fay how long his Lordlhip may remain in this weak
condition.

s ", Charkv.cn, July 7th, 1776.

MR. Rutledge will inform you by this exoreis, of the
.outrages committed by the Cherokees, which muft be
conilrued as the commencement of a war. As it is now-
certain that a capital and favourite part of the plan laid
down by our enemies, is to lay wade the provinces, burn
fhe inhabitants, and mix men, women, and children in
one common carnage, by the hands of the Indians 5 and

£ a?
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as this part of the plan, though a piece 'of inhumanity, is

certainly more big with mifchievous confequences than
the reft, it appears to me abfolutely neceflary to crufh
the evil before it arifes to any dangerous height. Indeed,
if we avail ourfelves of the event, it may prove a fortu-

nate one. Perhaps we ought, in policy, to have wifhed
for it. We can now, with the greateft juftice, ftrike a
blow which is neceflary to intimidate the numerous tribes

of Indians from falling into the meafures of our enemies

;

and as thefe Cherokees are not efteemed the moft formi*

dable warriors, we can, probably, do it without much,
rifque or lofs. I think then, Sir, that without a mo-*

rnent's delay, a body of your frontier rifle^men mould be
immediately furriifhed, and march into the country of

the Qverhill Cherokees, and make a fevere, lafting and
falutary example of them. The Carolinians propofe at

the fame time attacking their lower towns, and, with the

co-operation of Virginia, entertain no doubt of fuccefs.

Clinton's army and Parker's fquadron are pretty much
in the fame fituation as when I wrote laft, They daily,

indeed, make fome alterations in the pofition of their land

troops from one ifland to another ; perhaps for new air

or water, of which, the deferters fay, they are in great

want. They tell us likewife, that considerable ficknefs

prevails in the army, and greater difcontents from hard

duty and bad diet. The fpirit of defertion begins to Ihew

itfelf ; five foldiers came over thefe two laft nights, wild

allure us, that were they not on an ifland, from which it

is difficult to efcape, two-thirds of their army would foori

be with us. I am myfelf inclined to believe them. Up^
6'n, the whole, when I conflder the difficulties which the

enemy's penerals have to encounter, the temper and

difpofition of their troops, and the improving fpirit of

ours, I afTure myfelf, that the game is in our hands. God
give us more grace than to iliuitle it away,

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE,
To the Hon. Edm. Pendleton, Pref.

"

*
' of the Convention of Virginia. My
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My dear Friend, Charlefton, July 19th, 1776.

I HAVE received yours, of the 28th of May, and

did not think it pcffible that any thing could come from

your hand to give me fo difagreeable fenfations. You
tell me a dark, myfterious ftory of a certain great. Gene-
ral, of whom prince Ferdinand has declared, ft Von veut

un officier, &c. this great General in the clouds, will, it

feems, gracioufly condefcend to ferve America, on con-

dition that Congrefs will give him afiurances of ftepping

over tlie heads of every officer but one, and this he fub-

mits to, only on confideration of the confidence due to

an American. You afk my opinion on this fubject

;

but the palpable meaning of your letter is, to prepare

me for a ceflion of my rank in favour of fome impudent

adventurer. Buckwith is the man, as you conjecture,

from his known political principles and military abilities*

which are fo tranfcendent, that I ought for the public in-

tereft to make a fecond facriflce. I am not, I believe, na-

turally proud ; I do not think myfelf conceited of my
talents ; but to be put in competition, much more to be
fpurned afide, to make room for fo dcfpicable a charac-

ter as Buckwith, a generally reputed coward, (and a

b d fycophant) I fay, to be kicked out of my ftation

for fuch a creature as this, would fwell a man more
humble than myfelf into a trumpeter of his own merits.

Great God ! is it come to this ? I am not, it feems, an
American j but am I not (if I may fo exprefs myfelf)

Amerlcanior iffs Americams ? Have I not, fuch has been
my zeaf for your caufe, once already waved my military

claims in deference to the whim and partiality of fame
of your members ? Did I not confent to ferve under an
old church-warden, of whom you had conceived a moft
extravagant and ridiculous opinion ? Your eyes were .at

length opened, and deacon Ward returned to his proper
occupation •, and would you now a fecond time—do you
think it confident with decency, I may fay, gratitude or
common honefty, to load me a fecond time with a fimilar

difgrace ? Have I betrayed any ignorance in my profef-

fion ? Have I fhewn a deficiency in courage ? Am I

ftackened
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itackened in my zeal or induftry ? What have I done t6
merit fuch an indignation ? What part of my conduct"
can juftify your harbouring fueh an idea ? Have not I

liaked my fortune, Itfe and reputation in your caufe I

Is there a fervice in Europe, to fpeak proudly, (your in-

jurious propofal forces me to it) is there a fervice in Eu-
rope, where, with fome fmall reputation, and my pow-
erful friends, I might, not expect the fame rank I now
Hold ? Have I not made myfelf a voluntary fiave for' the

infurances of American freedom ? Have I, keeping or

waking, employed a fmgle thought, but for her welfare,

glory or advantage ? But enough of this—You aik my
opinion, and I will freely, explicitly, and concifely give

it to you. If the Congrefs fupercede me, I will, I muft
obey ; but I hope, in common juftice, and for their own
honour, that they will re-eftablifh me, at lead in part*

in the eafy fortune which I have forfeited
5
fo as to ena-

ble me to retire from a fervice to which I am no longer

thought adequate. Before I conclude, let me once more
repeat confidentially to you, that if Buckwith is the man,
in ~hofe. favoiir yori meditateTo grois a piece of~mjuit.ke,

you will make a very bad bargain, as he is certainly, im-

lefs fame belies him, neither poffefTed of courage, abili-

ties, or integrity.

In God's name, if a real genius, or acknowledged
hero, favoured by Heaven with a more than common
portion of etherial fpirit, mould prefent himfelf, (n la

Lippe, or BraganfaJ receive him with open arms, as an

immediate prefent from God ; inveft him with the com-
mand of the whole. No man loves, refpe£ts and rever-

ences another more than I do General Wafnington. I

•eileem his virtues, private and public. I know him to

be a man of fenfe, courage, and firmnefs •, but if a hero

fliould ftart up, endowed with the attributes, which, ac-

cording to my perfualion refide in the two I have men-
tioned, and who would charge himfelf with the mighty

talk of your, political falvation, General Washington

Ought, and, I am convinced, would refign the truncheon
;

but .that a..little, paltry, impudent adventurer fliould fncsk-
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rngly ftipulate for the fecond rank, when, if his motives

were pure, he could be equally ferviceable in the third",

fourth, fifth, or fixth ; it is not to be endured, it is a

grofs impofition on common understanding, and a grofler

attempt to rob an individual. I mult beg and conjure

you, my dear friend, for fuch I am fure you are, to con-

fider the delicate, perhaps, you will fay, falfe notions in

which foldiers are bred ; and that you will be careful of

putting to fo fevere a trial the fenfibility of one, who is

moft fincerely, devotedly, and affectionately,

Yours,
CHARLES LEE.

To * * *.

P. S. I am extremely fhocked with the pallid com-
plexion of your public councils ; is it poflible that fuch a

defpicable group as the Maryland Convention, fhould lay

an embargo on the great vcfTel of the commonwealth I

Can you dc fo weak as to hunt for the chimaera, abfo-

lute unanimity ! Why do you not advife the aggregate

of the people to enfranchife themfelves ? Your idea of
quitting Canada from want of fpecie is to me incon-

ceivable, when you can or ought to Command plate fuf-

ficient to purchafe ten Canadas.

Dear Sir, Charlefton, July 29th, 177^

I USED to regret not being thrown into the world,

in the glorious third or fourth century of the Romans,
but I am now thoroughly reconciled to my lot. The
reveries which have frequently for a while ferved to tic-

kle my imagination (but which, when awakened from
my trance, as constantly I coniidered as mere golden
caftles built in the air) at length bid fair for being realiz-

ed. We (hall now, moft probably, fee a mighty empire
eftabliftied of freemen, whofe honour, property, and
military glories are not to be at the difpofal of a fcepter-

ed tyrant j nor their confciences to be fettered by a proud,

Z 2 domineering
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domineering hierarchy. Every faculty of the foul will
be now put in motion, no merit can lie latent -

9 the high-
eft offices of the date, both civil and military, will now
be obtained, without court favour, or the rafcally talents

of fervility and obfervance, by which court favour, could
alone be acquired. Senfe, valour and induflry will con-
duel: us to the goal : every fpark of ability which every
individual poffieiles, will now be brought forth and form
the common aggregate for the advantage and honour of
the community. The operations of war will be directed

by men qualified for war, and carried on with that en-
ergy natural to a young people. True unartized know-
ledge, unibphifticated learning, fimple genuine eloquence
and poetry will be carried on to the higher! degree of
perfection. This, to many, I am fenfible, would appear
rant, but to you, who, I think, have congenial feelings

with my own, it needs no apology. However, I fnzW
now endeavour to deliver myielf more like a man of this

world.

I molt iincerely congratulate you on the noble conduct
of your countrymen; and I congratulate your country
on having citizens, deferving of the high honour to which
you are exalted ; for the being elected to the flrft ma-
giftracy of a free people is certainly the pinnacle of hu-
man glory i and am perfuaded that they could not have
made a happier choice.

Will you excufe me ? but I am myielf fo extremely

democratical, that I think it a fault in your conftitution

that the governor mould be eligible for three years fuc-

cemvely-. It appears to me that a government of three

years may furniih an opportunity of acquiring a very

dangerous influence ; but this is not the woril ; Tacitus

lays, plura peccantur^ dum denieremur, qimmdum effendi-

mus. A man who is fond of office, and has his eye upon
ic-eieclion, will be courting favour and popularity, at the

expence of his duty. He will give way to the popular

humours of the day, let them be ever fo pernicious. In

ilaort his adminiflration will be relaxed in general,- or

partial to thofe whom he conceives to have the greattfl

intereit

;
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intereft : Whereas, were all hopes of re-election preclud-

ed, till after the intervention of a certain number of

years, he would endeavour to illuflrate the year of his

government by a ftric~t, rigorous, and manly performance

or his duty. Thefe notions may, perhaps, be weak and
foolifh •, but fuch as they are, I am fure you will excuie

my uttering them.

There is a barbarifm crept in among us that extreme-

ly fhocks me, I mean thofe tinfei epithets, with* which
(I come in for my mare) we are lb beplaiftered ; His Ex-
cellency

y
and His Honour ; The Honourable Preficlcnt of

the Congrefsy or the Honourable Convention. This ful-

fome, naufeating cant may be well enough adopted to

barbarous monarchies , or to gratify the adulterated pride

of the magnijici in pompous arijlocracies / but in a great,

free, manly,equal commonwealth, it is quite abominable;

for my own part, I would as lief they would put rats-

bane in my mouth, as the Excellency with which I am
daily crammed. How much more true dignity was there

in the iimplicity of addrefs amongft the Romans ! Mar-
cus Tullius Cicero, Decimo Bruto Imperatori, or Caio
Marceilo Confuli, than to his Excellency Major General

Noodle, or to the Honourable John Doodle. My ob-

jections are perhaps trivial and whimfical •, but, for my
foul, I cannot help {tarring them. If, therefore, I mould
fometimes addrefs a letter to you without the Excellency

tacked, you muft not efteem it a mark of perfonal or

official difrefpeel:, but the reverie.

The difcontent of the troops which you mentioned as

arifing from the want of regular payment, might have been
remedied by General Lewis ; his warrant is undoubtedly
iumcient for the pay-mafter : however, I have written

to that gentleman on this fubjecl, and am in hop'es that

affairs for the future will be more fatisfacloridy con-
ducted.

An old rice-boat, which we converted the other day
into a row-battery, has made a confiderable prize ; no
lefs than a brig with a whole company of the royal high-

land emigrants on board, confifting of two officers and
fifty
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fifty men : although they faw that they were inevitably

our prize, had the impudence to throw their arms over-

board, for which they ought to have their ears cut off,

as it was contrary to all the rules of war.
I fend you inclofed the ftate of the enemy's navy ; I

think there is no doubt of their army having fleered their

courfe Northward ; on this prefumption I fhall direc~l my
courfe towards Virginia, but firft rauft aflhtto regulate

the military affairs of this province, in the bell manner I

can j though, in fac~l, that will be doing little ; the incon-

veniencies of this complex play we. are acting, of Duke
and no Duke, are numberlefs and great. The prefident is

thought by fome to be the real commander, I am thought

fo by others *, in fhort, there muft be no troops but con-
tinental. The council is at prefent employed in fettling

a more regular poll. We have received none thefe eigh-

teen days; for my own part, I conclude the mail has

been intercepted' and carried on board the man of war.

Seven tons and a half of powder were fafely landed four

days ago, at George-town.
Adieu, dear Sir, and believe me to be

Moil entirely and fmcerely yours,

CHARLES LEE.
His Excellency Patrick Henry, Jan.

Governor of Virginia.

Sir, Cherlefton, Aug. 2d, 1775.

I WISH I had been informed how I am to addrefs

myfelf in writing to the Board of War ; whether to the

board in general, to the firft members on the lift, or to

the fecretary. I have ventured on the laft mode ; if it is

wrong, I hope I fhall be excufed and corrected. The
irregularity and tardinefs of the poll are now become a

matter of my ferious concern ; we never receive a letter

from Philadelphia in lefs than fix or feven weeks; that

from the members of the Board of War and Ordinance

is only juft now arrived, though dated the twelfth of

June.
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Junei I have been prefled, Sir, by feveral members of

the Convention of Virginia, to eftabriih a poit for this di~

ftricl: ; but am apprehenfive, that it might interfere with

the continental poft ; however, the confequences arifing

from the irregularity of the poft are fo very ferious, that

all other confederations mull be waved : In the mean
time, I am conilrained to the neceffity of putting the

Continent to the expence of an exprefs almoft on every

occafion.

I am extremely rejoiced at the eftablifhment of a

Board of War ; for the bufmefs of Congrefs was fo com-
plex and heterogeneous, that it was impomble they

fhould give the necefTary attention to the affairs of any

one diftincl: department ; their regulations with refpett

to returns, &c. fhall be punctually obferved. I have or-

dered General Armftrong to collect the returns from

the different corps, to digeft them into one, and tranfmit

them immediately to the Congrefs.

i I am myfelf bufied in arranging matters for an expedi-

tion into Eaft-Florida. It is much to be lamented, that

thefe Southern colonies fufferedthe whole oT IafE winter

to pafs over their heads without preparing the means

either of offence or defence. Not a hngle row-galley or

armed boat was furnilhed by Virginia, North, or South-

Carolina •, were we provided with a moderate fleet of

thefe fort of veffels, I think I could enfure the reduction

of Eail-Florida, an object, though not equal with Cana-

da, is certainly of very great importance. Here the

meafures of the Southern Indians are concerted and

planned, 'their treaties negociated and concluded ; here

they receive their bribes, for their murderous operation^,

and from hence they are fuppiied with all the means an<?l

initru merits of war :' from hence they have lately mad^
iome alarming incurfions into Georgia, carried off a con-

f.derable number of negroes, and not lefs than two th'ou-

fand head of cattle : they have likewife thrown up a pcfl

or; the river St. Mary's, which, if fufTered to remain, may
prove extremely troubiefome to Georgia^ by affording a

ready afylum to negro deferters.

From
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. Vroin thefe confiderations, although I cannot think of

laying fiege to Auguftine, having neither boats, liorfes,

waggons, nor any other means of conveying cannon,

ammunition, or provifion for the purpofe. I think it

both a prudent and neceffary meafure to attempt break-

ing up the whole province of Eaft-Florida. It will be

a fecurity to Georgia, occafiOn infinite diflrefs to the gar-

rifon of St.-AugufBne, but, above all, make a falutary im-

preflion on the minds of the Creeks, who now are thought

to (land wavering. They profefs a good difpofition to-

wards the American caufe ; but if, by a flrong predatory

expedition into the province of the enemy, we give an
idea of our prowefs and fuperior flrength, they will be

riveted in our intereft. If I was fure Mr. Clinton and
his army had fleered their courfe to New-York, as the

deferters all agree, and a letter Which was left in Long
Ifland confirms, [a copy of which is here enclofed] I

mould, as I have nothing immediately elfe to do in my
diflri£l, march in perfon with this party ; but the bare

poflibility of his being gone to Virginia will detain me.
Every {hip of the enemy has now repafTed the bar. It

appears by this fame enclofed letter that they were more
roughly handled than even the deferters reprefented.

The Congrefs I make no doubt have been informed
of the incurfions made, and the ravages committed by
the upper and lower Cherokees ; an expedition I under-

fland is furnifhed forth by Virginia, againfl the upper

nations -, another by this province againfl the lower ; the

fuccefs or mifcarriage is of the lafl confequence } lam
therefore defirous of forming a fecond line, or corps de

referve^ and detaching for this purpofe, a regiment of re-

gulars, but hav« not as yet been able to procure waggons
fumcient for two companies. It will be neceflary that

Congrefs fhould make fome regular eflablifhment for

waggons, I fhould think one waggon at leaft, if not two,

fhould be purchafed and appointed to each company of

the whole army, and regiments made refponfible for

theirs refpe£lively. We fhould then be able to march
when occafion requires expedition \ at prefent it is fome-

times
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times as much impoffible to march an hundred miles, al-

though the fate of a province depended upon it, as if the

foldiers wanted legs.

I hope the Congrefs and Board of War will excufe

my giving an opinion on a fubjeft. on which it has not

been afked j but I conceive it to be my duty not to re-

main filent on any affairs of fuch moment. I find, Sir,

that reprefentations have been made, .that many incon*

veniencies would arife from putting the troops of this

province on the continental eftablifhment. I can aflure

the Congrefs, that it is almoft impoffible to carry on the.

fervice, if they remain on the^ colonial eftablifhment'; the

difference of the laws, the diftinCHon ef rank, occafion

fo much confufiony and the ridiculous farce of Duke and
no Duke, we are playing, (the officers not always com-
prehending who is their proper commander, whether the

president, or continental general) occafions very dan*
gerous djftraclions ; but there are other matters of more,
ferious confederation, of which I fhall not trouble you.

with a detail ; nor do I find that the officers of this pro-

vince object to a continental eftablifhment, on the conr
trary, all thofe I have converfed with, feem defirous of

it. Upon the whole, I think it abfolutely eflential to the

public fervice, that thefe regiments mould immediately,

be put on the fame footing, and be governed by the fame
laws, with the reft *, nor am I fingular in opinion : the i

two brigadiers, all the officers of every rank, and the

greater part of the gentlemen of the country concur with
me.

Colonel Muhlenburg, of the eighth battalion of Vir-

ginians, has been made very uneafy by fome letters he
has lately received with refpecl: to the rank of his regi-

ment. Thefe letters intimate, that it was never the in-

tention of the Congrefs to confider the feventh, eighth*

and ninth, battalions of the Virginians on. the continen-

tal eftablifhment until they were entirely complete,- That-
his regiment never was entirely complete j and that*,

confequently, after having fo long thought himfelf on.

the continental eftablifhment ; and on this presumption

having
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having marched live hundred miles from his own pro-

vince, under the command of a continental general, he
now, at Ieaft, finds himfelf only a provincial officer.

I have ventured to allure him and his officers, wh<j

are equally uneafy, that there mull be fome miftake in

this affair •, in fa£t, the hardffiip would be fo great, that

I cannot believe their apprehenfions are well founded. It

was, if I remember right, notified in April, by the Com*
mittee of Safety in Virginia, that they were then taken

upon the continental eftabliffiment ; and, though in this

I may be miftaken, without the provifo of their being

complete.

It happened at this time, though not complete to a man,
(for no regiment ever is complete to a man) that Muh-
lenburg's regiment was not only the mod complete of

the province, but, I believe, of the whole continent j it

was not only the molt complete in numbers, but the belt

armed, cloathed and equipped in all refpects for immedi-
ate fervice ; I mull repeat, that I cannot conceive that

it was ever the intention of Congrefs that the eftabliffi-

ment mould be filled to a' man ; but that they ffiould be

competent to fervice in or out of their province. In mod
fervices when new levies are raifed, one half of the pro-

pofed complement entitles them to eftabliffiment. Muh-
Icnburg's regiment wanted only forty at mcft. It was

the ftrength and good condition of the regiment, that in-

duced me to order it out of its own province, in prefer-

ence to any other. I certainly confidered them at that

time as continental troops, otherwife I could have no au-

thority to order them out of the province.

I mult now fubmit it to the confideration of the

Congrefs, if it would not really be the greateft cruelty,

that their ftrength and good condition ffiould be turned

again ft them. It was their ftrength and good condition

which carried them out of their province, where, had
they remained and known that it was a neceflary condi-

tion of their eftabliffiment to be complete to a man, they

certainly could have aceompliffied it in three days. I do,

therefore^ molt flncerely hope, and confidently perfuade

myfelf
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myfelf, tliat Muhfenburg's regiment "will" at lead elate

their rank from the day I ordered them to march out of

ikeir province *, not only juflice, but policy requires itj

for you will otherwife lofe a mofl excellent regiment.

I often reprefented to Congrefs how difficult or impof-

fible it would be to engage, or retain after they were en-

gaged, any engineers of tolerable qualification on the

wretched pay eftablifhed. " The two appointed to my
diftrict have [as I expected] quitted the fervice ; it was
indeed impoffible for them to exift. Stabler, I hear, has

entered into the fervice of Virginia. MafTenburg is re-

tained by this province, at fifty-four dollars per month,
a fepvant, rations, and his travelling expences. He for-

merly begged his difmiffion from me, alluring me (and,

I believe, fmcerely) he was zealous in the caufe of Ame-
rica ; that he would willingly, if I chofe it, enlift as a

common foldier ; but that to ride about the continent

from north to fouth, find -horfes, and appear like a gen-

tleman was impoffible. I could not in conscience force

him to ftarve, fo confented to his engaging in this fervice.

I am now without a {ingle engineer, and really know not

how to carry on the bufmefs. I hope the board will con-

fider the neceffity of fupplying me.

I mail now, Sir, conclude, with afluring them, that I

am,
With the greater! refpe£t,

their molt obedient humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE.
To Richard Peters, Efq. Secretary to the

Board of War and Ordnance.

Sir, Savannah, in Georgia, 23d Auguft, 1775.

YOUR letter, with the thanks of the Continental Con-
grefs, reached me at Purifburg. The approbation of the

freely chofen delegates of a free and uncorrupt people,

is certainly the higheft honour that can be conferred on
mortal men* I fhall confider it, as a frefli famulus to

A a excite
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-excite my zeal and ardour in the glorious caufe m which
I am engaged. May the God of Righteoufnefs profper
your arms in every part of the empire, in proportion to
the.juftice with which they were taken up ! Once more
let me exprefs the high fatisfaclion and happinefs I feel

in this honourable teftimony ; and once more, let me af-

fure the United States of America, that they cannot meet
with a fervant [whatever may be my abilities] animated
with a greater degree of ardour and enthufiafm, for their

fafety, profperity and glory. The prefent ftate of this

province, its ftrength and weaknefs, I fhall tranfmit to

the Board of War, according to the directions I have re-

ceived ; and let me entreat you to be perfuaded that
I am, Sir, with the greateft refpe£t,

Your molt obedient and
. Very humble fervant,

CHARLES LEE.
His Excellency John. Hancock.

Gentlemen, Savannah, Auguft 24th, 1776.

ANY irregularity of returns of the forces under my
command, will not, I hope, be imputed to me ; the ex-

tenfive bufinefs of fnperintending the fafety of fo vail a

territory, as that which the Congrefs have committed to

my charge, renders it impoffible for me to attend to the

detail of the regiments, or, in any reafonable time, to cel-

le£t and digeft the various returns ; but I have given or-

ders to the brigadiers to be as accurate as poffible on
this fubjecl in their refpecTtive diitri&s, and have no rea-

fon, from my knowledge of the men, to think they will

be deficient. As a thorough knowledge of the prefent

condition of this colony, of its ftrength and weaknefs, is

certainly a matter of very ferious confideration, I fall lay

before the Board the bell and moil accurate information

I am able.

Georgia is a ftate of much greater importance to the

empire of America than generally fuppofed, at lea it, than

what I myfelf imagined before J vifited it. -The variety

of
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of navigable rivers, commodious harbours, and fine in**

lets ; the prodigious quantities of rice, and immenfe
llocks of cattle, both on the iflands, and on the main ;

but above all the gentlenefs and falubrity of the winter

feafons, with the conveniency of its fituation for com-
merce with the Weil-India iflands, would render it a

moft valuable poUefhon to the enemy ; the Altamaha, a
very noble river, already furnifhes a confiderable quan-

tity, and may, in time, furnifh any quantity of lum-

ber ; the garrifon of St. Auguftine, and, indeed, the

whole province of Eaft-Florida, draw their fubfiilence

from Georgia ; and, if all intercourfe with her were cut

off, that neit of robbers and pirates would probably fall

to the ground, and of courfe, the empire of the United

States become more round and entire. Thefe crrcum-

ftances fummed up together, maft evince the importance

of keeping Georgia or any part of it out of the hands of

the enemy ; the means of doing it, demands the utmoft

attention. I have turned my thoughts to the fubjecr,

and mail beg leave to fubmit the refult to the confidera-

tion of the Congrefs. The preient ftate of the ftrength of

this colony, confifts of Colonel M'Intofh's battalion, a

return of which, is here enclofed, a company of indepen-

dent artillery, confifting of three officers and twenty-three

privates, with about twenty-five hundred militia of all

forts ; but in a very great part of thefe (as I learn from

the authority of their own captains) very little confi-

dence can be placed, their principles being extremely

contaminated by a mod pernicious banditti of enemies

,

to the common liberty. M'lntofh's battalion is really a

very fine one, (one of the beft, I think, on the conti-

nent) but as, perhaps, it might appear a harfh talk, to

infiifc on this battalion's acting with the neceiiary rigour

againft fome of their nearer! connections and relations,

accufed of being concerned in treafonable practices ; it

is my intention to remove them either into South or

North-Carolina, where they can be more ferviceable, and
have an opportunity of compleating themfelves, which
in this ftate, from the dearth of men,, is icipolhble,. and

replace
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replace them with an equal or greater numbeT from
South-Carolina.

Such is the prefent condition of the ftrength of Geor-
gia, very far from being adequate to its defence. My
fcheme for its fecurity is, as row gallies, and armed boats

are fo well calculated for what is called the inland navi-

gation, give them an infinite advantage over veflels mere-
ly failing, which in thefe ftrait confined waters have no
room for manceuvring ; they will fecure the rivers againfl

the predatory incurfions of the enemy, prevent the de-

fertion of negroes, fweep the coafts clear of tenders ;

but, above all, facilitate the means of the different flates

mutually aififling each other with troops, cannon, provi-

fion, and other requifites, which is now effected with
difficulties, flownefs, and monftrous expence. Three gal-

lies are already on the (locks in this port, and we have
armed and equiped feveral boats with fwivels, and one
gun on the bow of each. The leafl of them capable of

containing thirty men, and rowed with fourteen oars ;

failors, of whom we find fo great a fcarcity, are not ne-

cefiary for this fpecies of vefiels, the foldiers are compe-
tent to the bufinefs j befides the equipment of thefe gal-

lies and boats, I propofed eftabliming little forts^ or re-

doubts, in certain fituations, on the river St. Mary's*

Satilla, Sapello, and Altamaha, which may enable us to

make incurfions from time to time, when circumitaiices

require it, into Eaft-Florida, and render it dangerous for

them to make attempts of a fimilar nature into Georgia.

Thefe redoubts, or little forts, will likewife ferve as places

of rendezvous, refrefhment, and retreat for bodies of

horfe rangers which ought continually to be patroling on
the frontier. Such are the belt methods, afcer having

eonfulted the mod intelligent people, which, in my opi-

nion, can be devifed for the defence and fecurity of this

ftate, unlefs, indeed, we could prevail on the province,,

to contract their frontier, by breaking up all their fettle-

ments on the ether fide of the Altamaha, which, to me,

I confefs, appears a wifer and more ceconomical mea-
fure ; but this, I am afraid, is not to be accomplifhed.

I mull
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- 1 muft now beg leave to lay before the Board, a-mat*

ter of the higheft concern, and which certainly demands
the moft ferious attention of Congrefs, as, unlefs reme-

died, it may not only diflrefs the circumftances of the

public, but bring a difgrace on the American character ;

I mean the unconscionable advantages which individu-

als, merchants, mechanics, farmers, and planters are fuf-

fered to take of the public neceflities. If boats, wag-
gons, horfes, drugs, clothing, fkins, neceflaries, even lit-

tle refrefhments, fuch as fruit or garden fluff, are want-

ing for the foldiers, no price being regulated, the extor-

tion is monftrous : the expences of the war muft not

only be prodigioufly fwelled by this want of regulation,

but the officers and foldiers are difgufted to the fervice

by the toleration of fuch impofition ; for inftance, the

Virginians and North-Carolinians are fo much out of

temper with Charlefton, on this head, that fhould it be

again attacked, and the affiftance of thefe troops be again

requifite, I am afraid we fhall find a dangerous repug-

nance in them to march, when ordered. I moft de-

voutly wifh, therefore, that the Congrefs will make it an

objecl: to remedy this evil. Might they not recommend
or enjoin to the legiflatures of the different flates, to ap-

point a committee of affeiforsfrom their refpe£tive bodies,

to fix the prices of the different articles in their provin-

ces ? Whether this method is or is not proper, I cannot

pretend to fay ; but fomething, I muft repeat, fhould

be done.

The wafte, difficulty, and expence arifing from a want
of method in provifioning the troops, when affembled in

any particular fpot, upon an emergency, are fo great,

that magazines ought to be eftablifhed in every province,

more particularly in thofe, which have the greateft pro-

bability of being attacked : by thefe means, the troops

will not only be better fed, but be an immenfe faving

to the continent ; for the contractors, not being preffed

for time, can, at their leifure, purchafe every fpecies of

neceffaries in thefe parts, where they are beft and cheap-

eft ; but, when a great and fudden demand is made, ei-

ther



( 27° )

thcr for cattle, corn, fpirits, &c. they are under a ne-
ceility of taking that which is next at hand, and giving

the fellers their own price. On this consideration, in

concurrence with the prefident and council of South-

Carolina, I have thought it expedient to eftablifti fome
magazines m South-Carolina, of pork, beef, corn, &c.
befides draw and whifky, which, in thefe low, damp
countries, are abfolutely neceffary ; at all events, this

establishment can be no lofs to the continent, as the beef

and pork, at leaft, can always, with advantage, be ex~

ported to the Well-Indies. Were I at a lefs diftance

from the Congrefs, I mould not take the liberty of lay-

ing out a fingle dollar without having obtained their ap-

probation ; but, at this diftance, I muft affume fuch a

power, or let the public affairs go to wreck, and of courfe,

prove myfelf totally unworthy of the great trufl the Con-
grefs have repofed in me.

I am, Gentlemen,

With the greateft refpeft,

Your moft obedient, and

Very humble fervanr,

CHARLES LEE.
The Board of War and Ordnance.

Sir, Savannah, Aug, 30th,. 177^.

IT will bje necefiary in addrefling a letter of this na-

ture, 10 abruptly to your Excellency, that I mould in-

form you who the writer is. I have ierved as lieutenant-

colonel in the Englifh fervice, colonel in the Portuguefe,

afterwards as aid de camp to his Polifh majefty, with

the rank of major general. Having purchafed a fmall

eftate in America, I had determined to retire, for the re-

mainder of my days, to a peaceful afylum : when the ty-

ranny of the miniftry, and court of Great Britain, forced

this continent to arms, for the prefervation of their liber-

ties, I was called, by the voice of the people, to the rank

of fecond in command. I make no doubt of this letter's-

being
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"being kindly received by your Excellency, both in the

character of a good Frenchman, and friend to humanity.

The prefent conjuncture of affairs renders the intereft

of France and of this continent one and tjae fame thing >

every obfervation drawn from hiftory mull evince, that

it was the exclusive commerce of thefe colonies, which
enabled Great Britain to cope with France, gave to her

a decided fuperiority in marine, and, of courfe, enabled

her in the frequent wars betwixt the two nations to re-

duce her rival to the lalt extremity. This was the cafe,

lb peculiarly in the laft war, that had the Britilh mini-

ftry perfevered, Heaven knows what would have been

the fate of France. It follows, that if France can ob-

tain the monopoly, or the greater part of this commerce,
her opulence, itrengfch, and profperity, mult grow to a

prodigious height \ and nothing can be more certain,

than that, if America is enabled to preferve the indepen-

dence lhe has now declared, the greater part of this com-
merce, if not the monopoly * mult fall to the fnare of

France.

The imaginary plans of conquelt of Lewis the Four-

teenth, had they been realized, would not have efta-

blifhed the power of that monarchy, on fo folid and per-

manent a bafis, as the limple alhftance, or rather friend-

ly intercourfe with this continent, will inevitably give.

-Without injultice, or the colour of injultice, but, on the

contrary, only afTuming the patronage of the rights of

mankind, France has now in her power to become not

only the greateft, but the molt truly glorious monarchy
which has appeared on the llage of the world. In the

•fir ft place, her pofTelhons in the iilands will be fecured

againft all poflibility of attack ; the Royal Revenues
immenfely increafed, her people eafed of their prefent

burdens, an eternal incitement be prefented to their in—

dultry, and the means of increafe by the facility of pro-

viding fuPtenance for their families multiplied, In fiiorr,

there is no faying what degree of eminence, happrhefs,

and glory, Ihe may derive from the independence of lIus

.continent. Some vifionary writers have indeed aiTerted,

that
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that could this country once fhake off" her European
trammels, it would foon become more formidable alone,

from the virtue and energy, natural to a young people,

than Great Britain with her colonies united in a ftate of

dependency. But the men who have built fuch hypo-

thefes mull be utter ftrangers to the manners, genius,

difpofition, turn of mind, and circumftances of the con-

tinent. Their difpofition is manifeflly to agriculture,

and the fimple life of mepherds. As long as vaft tracts

of land remain unoccupied, to which they can fend colo-

nies (if I may fo exprefs it) of their offspring, they will

never entertain a thought of marine or manufactures.

Their ideas are folely confined to labour and to planting,

for thofe nations, who can, on the cheapefl terms, fur-

nifh them with the neceflary utenfils for labouring and

planting, and cloaths for their families *, and till the

whole vaft extent of continent is fully flocked with peo-

ple, they will never entertain another idea. This can-

not be efFected for ages ; and what then may happen, it

is out of the line of politicians to lay any itrefs upon :

moft probably, they will be employed in wars amongft

themfelves, before they aim at foreign conquefls. In

fliort, the apprehenfion is too remote to roufe the jea-

loufy of any reafonable citizen of a foreign State. On
the other hand, it is worthy your Excellency's attention,

to confider what will be the confequences, fhould Great

Britain fucceed in the prefent conteft. America," it is

true, will be wretched and enflaved ; but a number of

flaves may compofe a formidable army and fleet. The
proximity of fitua,tion, with fo great a force, entirely at

the difpofal of Great Britain, will put it in her power to

take pofleflion of your iflands on the firft rupture. With-
out pretending to the fpirit of prophefy, fuch, I can af-

fert, will be the event of the next war •, upon the whole,

I muft repeat, that it is for the intereft, as well as glory

of France, to furnifh us with every means of fupporting

our liberties, to erTecl: which, we only demand a conftant

fyftematic fupply of the neceflaries of war. We do not

require any aid of men, we have number

s

a and, I be-

lieve,
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lieve, courage fufficient to carry us triumphantly through

the ftruggle. We require fmall arms, powder, fieldpieces,

wollen and linen to cloath our troops ; alfo drugs, parti-

cularly bark : in return for which, every neceffary pro-

vifion for your iflands may be expected, as rice, corn,

lumber, &c. If, indeed, you could fpare us a few able

engineers, and artillery officers, they may depend upon
an honourable reception and comfortable eftablifhment.

The Sieur de la Plain, one of your countrymen, now
engaged in the caufe of the United States of America,

will have the honour of delivering this letter to your ex-

cellency. I have no doubt of his being received with

that politenefs, and kindnefs, to be expected from a gen-

tleman of your rank and character.

I am, with the highefl: refpe£t,

Your Excellency's

Moft obedient fervant,

CHARLES LEE.
Jiis Excellency the Governor

at Cape Francois.

CHARACTER of GENERAL HOWE,

Camp, at Vallej-Forge, June 4th, 1778.
My dear Rush,

THOUGH I had no occafion for frelh affurances of

your friendlhip, I cannot help being much ple'afed with

the warmth which your letter, delivered to me by Mr.
Hall, breathes ; and, I hope, it is unneceflary to aflure

you, that my fentiments, with refpect to you, are cor-

refpondent.

You will think it odd, that I fhould feem to be an

apologift for General Howe : I know not how it hap-

pens, but when I have taken prejudices in favour, or a-

.gainfta man, I find it a difficulty in making them off.

From my firft acquaintance with Mr. Howe, I liked

him ; I thought him friendly, candid, good natured,

B b brave,
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"brave, and rather fenfible than the reverfe. I believe

Hill, that he is naturally fo ; but a corrupt, or, more pro-

perly, no education, the fafhion of the times, and the

reigning idolatry amongfl the Engiifh, (particularly the

foldiery) for every fceptered calf, wolf, hog, or afs, have
fo totally perverted his underftanding and heart, that

private friendfhip has not force fufficient to keep a door
open for the admittance of mercy towards political here-

tics. He was befides, perfuaded that I was doubly cri-

minal, both as a traitor and deferter. In fhort, fo totally

was he inebriated with this idea, that I am convinced he
would have thought himfelf both politically and morally

damned had he a£led any other part than what he did.

He is, befides, the moll indolent of mortals : never took

farther pains to examine the merits or demerits of the

caufe in which he was engaged, than merely to recollect,

that Great Britain was faid to be the mother country,

George the Third King of Great Britain, that the parli-

ament was called the reprefentatives of Great Britain,

that the King and parliament formed the fupreme pow-
er, that a fupreme power is abfolute and uncontrolable,

that all refiftance mull, confequently, be rebellion ; but,

above all, that he was a foldier, and bound to obey in

all cafes whatever.

Thefe are his notions, and this his logic ; but through

thefe abfurdities I could diflinguifh, when he was left to

himfelf, rays of friendfhip and good nature breaking out.

It is true, he was feldom left to himfelf ; for never poor

mortal, thrufl into high ftation, was furrounded by fuch

fools and fcoundrels. M'Kenfey, Balfour, Galloway,

were his counfellors : they urged him to ail his a£ls of

harfhnefs ; they were his fcribes : all the damned fluff

v/hich was iffued to the aflonifhed world was theirs. I

believe he fcarcely ever read the letters he figned. You
will fcarcely believe it, but I can affure you as a fa£l,

that he never read the curious proclamation, iffued at

the head of Elk, till three days after it was publifhed.

You will fay, that I am drawing my friend Howe in

more ridiculous colours than he has yet been reprefented

in;
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in 5 but this is his real character. He is naturally goodf

humoured, complaifant, but illiterate and indolent to the

laft degree, unlefs as an executive foldier, in which capa-

city he is all fire and activity, brave and cool as Julius

Crefar. His underftanding is^ as I obferved before, ra-

ther good than otherwife ; but was totally confounded

and ftupifled by the irnmenfity of the taflc impofed upon
him. He (hut his eyes, fought his battks, drank his bot-

tle, had his little whore, advifed with his counfellors,

received his orders from North and Germain, (one more

abfurd than the other) took Galloway's opinion, (hut his-

eyes, fought again, and is now, I fuppofe, to be called

to account for acting according to inftrucHons ; but, I

believe, his eyes are now opened ; he fees he has been

an inftrument of wickednefs and folly : indeed, when I

obferved it to him, he not only took patiently the obfer-

vation, but indirectly affented to the truth of it. He
made, at the fame time, as far as his mauvais honte would
permit, an apology for his treatment of me.

Thus far with regard to Mr. Howe. You are (truck

with the great events, changes, and new cnara£t.ers which

have appeared on the ftage fince I faw you laft ; but I

am more ftruck with the admirable efficacy of blunders.

It feemed to be a trial of fkill which party fliould outdo

the other •, and it is hard to fay which played the deepen:

ftrokes ; but it was a capital one of ours, which certainly

gave the happy turn which affairs have taken. Upon
my foul, it was time for Fortune to interpofe, or we were
inevitably loft ; but this we will talk over another time.

I fuppofe we mall fee one another at Philadelphia, very

foon, in attendance. God blefs you !

Your affectionately,

CHARLES LEE.

Philadelphia, Otfr. 30th, 1773.

WHEN it is confidered I hold a high rank in the

fervice of one of the moft refpectable princes of Europe -

9

that I have been honoured with the truft of the fecond

command
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command in your army ; that I have hitherto ferved,

with fome ruputation, as a foldier ; that I now ftand

charged, and have been actually tried for fome of the

moll heinous military crimes 5 and, to the aftonifhment,

not only of myfelf, but, I can venture to fay, of every

man in the army who w^as prefent at this court, and of

every man out of the army who has read the proceedings,

found guilty of thefe crimes -, when, at the fame time,

, I am myfelf inflexibly perfuaded, that I am not only

guiltlefs, but that the fuccefs of the 28th of June ought

principally, in juftice, to be afcribed tome; I fay, Sir,

when thefe circumftances are considered, it muft be al-

lowed that my prefent fituation is extremely aukward ;

that a man of my military rank, lingering in fufpenfe,

whilft his fame and fortune are fub judice, is rather a

difgraceful fpe&acle ; that it is natural for him to wifh,

and reafonable for him to requeft, that Congrefs will no

longer delay the final decifion of my fate. An additi-

onal motive for my requefting it is, that I find Congrefs

is every day growing thinner ; and, I confefs, that I

could moft ardently wifh, that the Congrefs was not on-

ly as complete as poflible in numbers, but that, if it was
agreeable to the rules of the Houfe, that the people at

large might be admitted to form an audience when the

difcuflion is entered- into, of the juftice or iniquity, wif-

dom or abfurdity, of the fentence which has been pafied

upon me. I do now, Sir, therefore, moft humbly, but

earneftly, entreat, that a day may be immediately fixed

for the final determination of this affair.

I am, Sir, with the greateft refpec"t,

Your moft obedient humble fervanr,

CHARLES LEE.
His Excellency Henry Laurens, Pref.

Madam, Philadelphia, Dec. 20th, 1778*

" WHEN an officer of the refpectable rank I bear is

grofsly traduced and calumniated, it is incumbent on him

to clear up the affair to the world, with as little delay as

pofiible*
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pomble. "The fpirit of defamation and calumny (I arri

forry to fay it) is grown to a prodigious and intolerable,

height on this continent. If you had accufed me of a

defign to procraftinate the war, or of holding a treafona-

ble correfpondence with the enemy, I could have borne

it : this I am ufed to ; and this happened to the great

Fabius Maximus. If you had accufed me of getting

drunk as often as I could get liquor, as two Alexanders

the Great have been charged with this vice, I mould,

perhaps, have fat patient under the imputation ; or, even

if you had given the plainefl hints, that I had ftolen the

foldiers fhirts, this I could have put up with, as the great

Duke of Marlborough would have been an example ; or

if you had contented yourfelf with afferting, that I was
fo abominable a floven as never to part with my fhirt,

until my fhirt parted with me, the anecdotes of my illuf-

trious namefake of Sweden * would nave adminiftered

fome comfort to me. But the calumny you have, in the

fertility of your malicious wit, chofen to invent, is of fo

new, fo unprecedented, and fo hellifh a kind, as would
make Job himfelf fwear like a Virginia Colonel.

Is it pomble that the celebrated Mifs F s,{ a lady

who has had every human and divine advantage, who
has read [or, at leaft, might have read] in the originals,

the New and Old Teftaments j [though I am afraid fhe

too feldom looks even into the tranflations :] I fay, is it

pomble that Mifs F s, with every human and di-

vine advantage, who might, and ought to have read thefe

two good books, which [an old Welih nurfe, whofe uncle

was reckoned the bed preacher in Merionethfhire, aflured

me] enjoins charity, and denounces vengeance againft

flander and evil fpeaking ; is it pomble, I again repeat

it, that Mifs F s fhould, in the face of the day, car-

ry her malignity fo far in the prefence of three molt re-

fpeclable perfonages
; (one of the oldeft religion in the

world, one of the neweft j for he is a new-light man ;

and

* Charles XII.

J This young lady was a Jewefs,
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and the other, moll probably, of no religion at all, as he
is an Englifh failor ,) but I demand it again and again,

is it poihble, that Mifs F s fhould aflert it, in the

prefence of thefe refpe&able perfonages, " That I wore
green breeches patched with leather ?" To conviol: you,

therefore, of the falfehood of this moft diabolical flan-

der ; to put you to eternal filence (if you are not paft all

grace) and to cover you with a much larger patch of in-

famy than you have wantonly endeavoured to fix on my
breeches, I have thought proper, by the advice of three

very grave friends (lawyers and members of Congre/s,

of courfe excellent judges in delicate points of honour)

to fend you the faid breeches, and, with the confcioufnefs

of truth on my fide, to fubmit them to the moft fevere in—

fpeclion and fcrutiny of you and all thofe whomay have

entered into this wicked cabal againft my honour and re-

putation. I fay, I dare you and your whole junto, to your

worft : turn them, examine them, infide and outfide, and

if you find them to be green breeches patched with lea-

ther, and not actually legitimate^^rrv vallies^ fuch as his

Majefty of Poland wears, (who, let me tell you, is a man
that has made more fafliions than all your knights of the

Mefchianza % put together, notwithstanding their beau-

ties :) I repeat it, [though I am almoft out of breath with

repetitions and parenthefes] that if thefe are proved to

be patched green breeches, and not real legitimate flier-

ry vallies, "[which a man of the firft bon ton -might be

proud of] I will fubmit in filence to all the fcurrility

which I have no doubt, you and your abettors are pre-

pared to pour out againft me, in the public papers, on

this important and intereitirig occafion. But, Madam !

Madam ! reputation [as « Common Senfe," very fenfi-

bly, though not very uncommonly obferves,] is a ferious

thing. You have already injured me in the tendereft

part,

* A kind of long breeches reaching to the ancle, with abroad ftripe

of leather on the inlide of the thigh, for the conveniency of riding.

% An entertainment given/by General Howe juft before the evacua-

tion of Philadelphia, at which were introduced Tilts and Tournaments

in favour of the ladies, of whom Mifs F was one.
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part, and I demand fatisfa£Uon ; and as you cannot bs
ignorant of the laws of duelling, having converfed with

fo many Irifh officers, whofe favourite topic it is, particu-

larly in the company of ladies, I infift on the privilege of

the injured party, which is, to name his hour and wea-
pons •, and as I intend it to be a very ferious affair, will

not admit of any feconds ; and you may depend upon

it, Mifs F s, that, whatever may be your fpirit on

the occafion, the world fhall never accufe General L - -

with having turned his back upon you. In the mean
time,

I am
Yours,

C. L--,
Mifs F s, Philadelphia.

, P. S. I have communicated the afraironly to my con-

fidential friend -. , who has mentioned it to no
more than feven members of Congrefs and nineteen wo-
men, fix ofwhom are old maids ; fo that there is no dan-

ger of its taking wind on my fide *, and I hope, you will

be equally guarded on your part.

Madam, Philadelphia, Jan. 28th, 1779.

NOTHING has happened to me of late, that haa

given me more concern than the ferious light in which I

am told you are purfuaded to confider the harmlefs jo-

cular letter I wrote to you ; I fay, perfuaded to confider ;

for on the firft receipt of it, when you were directed alone

by your own excellent underftanding, you conceived it as

it was meant, an innocenty># d'efprit.

I do not mean to compliment, when I aflure you, up-

on my honour, that it was the good opinion I had of

your underftanding which encouraged me to indulge my-
felf in this piece of raillery, which is in effecl:, not in the

leaft direcle4 againft you, but againft myfelf and fome
others >
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totliers ; if it contains any fatire, you are obvioufly the?

vehicle, not the object.

My acquaintance with you is too flender to take any
liberties which border on familiarity ; and I had been
taught to believe, that the liberality of your mind and
difpofition, would be pleafed with any effort to make you
laugh for a moment in thefe melancholy times. Upon
jthe. word of an honeft man^if I had thought a fmgle fen-

tence of this tralh could have given you uneafinefs, I

would fooner have put my hand into the fire than have
written it. Thank God, I have not that petulant itch 1

of fcribbling, and vain ambition of palling for a wit, as to

Give virtue fcandal, innocence a fear,

Or from the foft-ey'd virgin ileal a tear.

And, to fpeak my real thoughts,! am thoroughly perfuad^-

ed, that you muft fuffer yourfelf to be biaffed by people

infinitely your inferiors in capacity ; and if you really

are offended by what nobody, who is not below medio-

crity in underftanding, can miftake for any thing but an

harmlefs joke, founded on t£ie good opinion of the per-

fon to whom it is addreffed, I confefs I have been much
deceived in you. I muft, therefore, think, that by con-

fulting yourfelf alone, you will confider it in its proper,

light, and believe me to be, with the greatefl refpecl,

Madam,
Your moft obedient,

And very humble fervant,

To Mifs F s, Philadelphia.

My dear Sister, Prato Rio, Sept. 24th, ^.79.

I HAVE jufl received your letter of January the 3d :

I know not whether you have received them, but in the

courfe of this and the laft year, I wrote you two letters,

informing you fully of my health and fpirits ; the two

points which, from your natural tendernefs and affection,

I know
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I know you muft be moft folicitous about ; they have

both, thank Heaven, and the good conftitution we receiv-

ed from our father and mother, never failed me a fmgle

day ; and until I am confcious of having committed fome

unworthy action, which, I can afTure you, is not at pre-

fent the cafe, the iniquity of men fhall never bear me
down. I have, it is true, uneafy feelings, but not on my
own perfonal account. I feel for the empire of Great

Britain, I feel for the fortunes of my relations and friends,

which muft receive a dreadful fhock in this great convul-

fion. As to my perfonal honour, for I fuppofe you al-

lude to the affair of Monmouth, all I fhall fay is, that as

I believe the proceedings of the court have been fent to

England, and as you have eyes to read, and capacity to

judge and make proper comments, I may be quite eafy on

the fubject.

What has not our quondam friend Gage to anfwer for ?

I laboured, at Bofton, by a letter, to open his eyes, and

he treated my efforts as the effects of republican infanity.

Had he liftened to me, the empire of Great Britain would
have flood ; the affection and allegiance of this great peo-

ple continued for ages. He is, in fact, anfwerabie, for

the fubverfion of the Britifh empire, and for the blood

of, at leaft, one hundred thoufand Englifhmen, or the

immediate descendants of Englifhmem I fancy too, by
this time, Lord Piercy and General Burgoyne lament

that they confidered my letters as the ebullition of mad-
nefs or faction. But as my letter muft be opened before

it reaches you, any thing like politics mufl be improper.

God blefs you my dear filter. My love to the Town-
ihends, Hunts, Bunburys, Mrs. Hinks, and the Barrets.

Your's, moft affectionately,

CHARLES LEE.
Mrs. Sidney Lee, Chefter.

Cc My
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My hear Sister-, Virginia, June 2 u\, lyS 2.

.
THE other day, by a kind a£t of Providence, a letter

of yours fell into my hands, of fo late date as the 20th
of March, and what is more, it had the appearance of ne-
ver having been opened. You will better conceive, than
I can exprefs, the pleafure which I received from it ;

for I aiiure you, that my American enthufiafm is at pre-
fent fo far worn off, that the greateft fatisfa&ion I can
receive, is to be informed of the health and welfare of
my Englifh friends, who, with all their political fins, cor*,

ruptions and follies, frill porlefs more virtues, at lead, as

individuals, than all the nations of the earth. As to the

Americans, though I once thought btherwife, when their

characters are impartially and minutely difcuffed, I am
lure they will appear not only cleftitute of the perfonal

virtues and good qualities, which render thofe they de-

fcended from fo eftimable in the eyes of other nations,

fuch as truth, honefty, fincerity, and good underftanding ;

but I am muchmiftaken,if the great public qualitieswhich
you at a diftance fuppofe them to be endowed with, will

ftand a fcrutiny ; but a fcrutiny of this kind, in a letter,

is not poffible : all that I mall fay is, that, the New Eng-
landmen excepted, the reft of the Americans, though
they fancy and call themfelves republicans, have not a

(ingle republican qualification or idea. They have afe

ways a god of the day, whofe infallibility is not to be dif-

puted : to him all the people mufl bow down and fing

Hofannas.
You are curious, my dear fifter, on the fubje£t of my

finances, and are defirous to know whether thefe peo-

ple, to whom I have facriflced every thing, have (hewn

the fame black ingratitude with refpect. to my circum-

ftanees as they have in other matters •, I can affure you,

then, that their actions are ail of a piece.- Was it not

for the friendfhip of Mr. Robert Morris and a fortunate

purchafe I made, more by luck than cunning, I might

have begged in the ftreets, but without much chance of

being relieved ; not but that, to be juft, there are many
exceptions to the general character of the Americans,

both
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both in and' out 'of the army, and I think the greater

number are of the latter clafs, men of fome honour, and
who, I believe, have, from the beginning, ailed on prin-

ciple ; and all thefe I may, without vanity, fay, have

been my friends and advocates. Among the worthies of

America I reckon Mr. Robert Moms of Philadelphia
;

Richard Henry Lee of Virginia ; Adams and Lovel,

and fome others, of New-England ; the Morris's of New-
York ; and Dr. Rufh of Philadelphia. In the army there

are many worthy to be mentioned, Generals Schuyler,

MifHin, Sullivan, Muhlenburgh, Wayne,Weedon,Green,
Knox, &c.

I have been particularly fortunate in my aid de camps—all young gentlemen of the beft families, fortunes,

and education of this coi tinent ; but above all, I ihould

mention young Colonel Harry Lee, who has fignalized

himfelf extremely in this accurfed conteft, the ruinous

confequences of which to the whole empire, I predicted

to Lord Piercy and to my friend General Burgoyne. To
do the Americans juftice, they certainly were not the

aggreflbrs, but the retrofpecl; now is of no ufe. In all

civil coiitefts the people, in general, have not been the

aggrefTors ; they only wifh to defend, not to encroach.

The monarchs or magnates generally commence by their

opprefiions. Witnefs the difputes betwixt the patricians

and the plebeians of Rome, and our wars in the time of

Charles the Firft ; but the people in the conteft forget the
' principles on which they fet out, which ultimately brings

deftrucfion on both parties ; and this I extremely appre-

hend will be the cafe at prefent. I fhall now quit the

labyrinths of politics, and return to the fubjecl of my
own finances. Mr. Mure has ufed me mofl cruelly

and villanoufly •, notwithstanding the vaft fums he owes
me, he has protefted a bill of three hundred pounds,

vihich has thrown me into unfpeakable diftrefs. He has

-sfiecled a delicacy in honouring the bills of a rebel ; br*t

if he will confult the proclamation of Sir Henry Clinton,

in the year feventy-eight, he will find that I am exempt-

ed from the apprehenfion of confifcation by the terms of

this



( 284 )

this proclamation, which declares, That no man, from
the date hereof, who does not pofitively acl: in a civil or

military capacity, is fubject to the confiscation of his

property ; but as I have reafon to think that the man
will avail himfelf of every chicane, when money is in the

cafe, I muft entreat that-you will urge Sir Charles Bun-
bury and Davers to endeavour to influence him, at leaft

to furnifh Mr. Garton, for my ufe, with five, four, or at

leaft three hundred pounds until the conteft is over, and
the law, according to the terms of peace, tells us what
is to be done •, but, at any rate, he, Mr. Mure, can have
no claim * as an individual to my fortune : he muft ac-

count for it to fomebody.
I am ' extremely concerned at the embarraflment our

coufin S' gives you with regard to the legacy, but it

is the very error of the moon ; fhe comes more near the

earth than fhe was wont to do, and makes men mad. Is

my worthier!:, friend Butler alive, and amongft you ? if

he is, a thoufand bleffings, in my name, on his head.

God Almighty, my dear lifter, give you long life, eafe,

and fpirits, is devoutly the wifh of

Your moft affectionate brother,

CHARLES LEE.

FINIS.
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